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Sir  ROGER  MOSTYN,  Bar1. 

O  F 

MOSTYN,  Flintshire, 


Dear  Sir, 


A  GENTLEMAN  well  known  to  the 
political  world  in  the  beginning  of  the 
prefent  century  made  the  tour  of  Europe , 
and  before  he  reached  Abbeville  difcovered  that 
in  order  to  fee  a  country  to  belt  advantage  it  was 
infinitely  preferable  to  travel  by  day  than  by 
night. 


I  cannot  help  making  this  applicable  to  my- 
felf,  who,  after  publishing  three  volumes  of  the 
Zoology  of  Great  Britain,  found  out  that  to 
be  able  to  fpeak  with  more  precifion  of  the  fub- 

a  jects 
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je<£ts  I  treated  of,  it  was  far  more  prudent  to 
vifit  the  whole  than  part  of  my  country  :  ftruck 
therefore  with  the  reflection  of  having  never 
feen  Scotland,  I  inftantly  ordered  my  baggage 
to  be  got  ready,  and  in  a  reafonable  time  found 
myfelf  on  the  banks  of  the  'Tweed, 

As  foon  as  I  communicated  to  you  my  refolu- 
tion,  with  your  accuflomed  friendfhip  you  wifhed 
to  hear  from  me  :  I  could  give  but  a  partial 
performance  of  my  promife,  the  attention  of  a 
traveller  being  fo  much  taken  up  as  to  leave 
very  little  room  for  epiftolary  duties ;  and  I 
flatter  myfelf  you  will  find  this  tardy  execution 
of  my  engagement  more  fatisfa&ory  than  the 
hafty  accounts  I  could  fend  you  on  my  road. 
But  this  is  far  from  being  the  foie  motive  of  this 
addrefs. 

1  have  irrefiftible  inducements  of  public 
and  of  a  private  nature  :  to  you  I  owe  a  moll 

free 


DEDICATION. 

free  enjoyment  of  the  little  territories  Providence 
had  bellowed  on  me ;  for  by  a  liberal  and  equal 
ceffion  of  fields,  and  meads  and  woods,  you 
connected  all  the  divided  parts,  and  gave  a  full 
fcope  to  all  my  improvements.  Every  view  I 
take  from  my  window  reminds  me  of  my  debt, 
and  forbids  ,  my  filence,  caufing  the  pleafing  glow 
of  gratitude  to  diffufe  itfelf  over  the  whole  frame, 
inftead  of  forcing  up  the  imbittering  figh  of 
Oh  /  Ji  angulus  Me  !  Now  every  fcene  I  enjoy 
receives  new  charms,  for  I  mingle  with  the  vi- 
fible  beauties,  the  more  pleafing  idea  of  owing 
them  to  you,  the  worthy  neighbor  and  firm  friend, 
who  are  happy  in  the  calm  and  domeftic  paths 
of  life  with  abilities  fuperior  to  oftentation,  and 
goodnefs  content  with  its  own  reward :  with  a 
found  judgement  and  honeft  heart  you  worthily 
difcharge  the  fenatorial  truft  repofed  in  you, 
whofe  unprejudiced  vote  aids  to  Hill  the  madnefs 
of  the  People,  or  aims  to  check  the  prefumption 
of  the  Minifter.  My  happinefs  in  being  from 

your 
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your  earlieft  life  your  neighbor,  makes  me  con¬ 
fident  in  my  obfervation  ;  your  increafing  and 
difcerning  band  of  friends  difcovers  and  confirms 
the  juftice  of  it :  may  the  reafons  that  attract 
and  bind  us  to  you  ever  remain,  is  the  moft 
gratefull  wifh  that  can  be  thought  of,  by, 


Dear  Sir, 


and  affeciionate  Friend , 


DoWNIKCj 
Qttober  20th,  177*. 


THOMAS  PENNANT. 


ADVERTISE  MEN  T. 


TH  E  .conliderable  additions  and  corrections  in  the 
prefent  edition,  are  owing  to  the  liberal  fpirit  of 
communication  among  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Northern  parts 
of  this  Kingdom,  in  my  Tours  of  the  years  1772  and  1773. 

By  means  of  their  friendly  ftriCtures,  this  edition  is  freed 
from  fome  errors  that  muft  unavoidably  attend  the  perform¬ 
ance  of  a  rapid  traveller,  notwithftanding  all  his  withes  to 
be  accurate. 

From  the  fame  fources  are  drawn  very  conliderable  addi¬ 
tions,  which  are  inferted  in  their  proper  places ;  together 
with  variety  of  remarks  on  the  characters  of  the  feveral  per- 
fonages  whofe  refemblances  have  been  delivered  down  to  us 
on  canvas.  Out  of  thefe  I  have  caufed  the  heads  of 
the  venerable  Countefs  of  Defmond ,  and  the  Admirable 
Crichton,  to  be  engraven  by  the  ingenious  Mr.  Aliamet , 

and 


ADVERTISEMENT, 


vui 

and  the  celebrated  Mr.  Hall.  All  the  Plates  of  the  former 
editions  are  fuppreffed ;  and  a  fet  of  new  fubjedts  added,  of 
places  eminent  in  hiftory,  or  diftinguifhed  by  their  beauty* 
Mr.  Mazel  has  exerted  himfelf  in  the  execution, 

I  must  return  particular  thanks  to  the  feveral  Gentlemen 
who  have  favored  me  with  informations ;  and  beg  that  the 
following,  ummentioned  in  the  courfe  of  the  work,  would 
accept  my  beft  acknowlegements. 

William  Constable,  Efq.  of  Burton  Constable, 
Yorkshire . 

Dodlor  Ramsay,  Edinburgh. 

Mr.  George  Pa  ton,  ibid . 

Profeffor  Ogilvie,  Old  Aberdeen, 

Dodtor  Saunders,  Bamff. 

Rev,  Mr.  Lautie,  Minifter  of  Fordyce* 

Rev.  Mr.  Alexander  Grant,  Minifter  of  Daviot. 
Rev.  Mr.  Sutherland,  Minifter  of  Dornoch. 

Rev.  Mr.  Mac-Intyre,  Minifter  of  Glenorchie* 

Rev.  Mr.  Farish,  Carlisle* 

Mr,  Harrison,  Surgeon,  Penrith* 

Joseph  Nicholson*  Efq.  Hawkesdale. 

AND, 

The  Rev,  Doftor  Burn,  of  Orton,  Weftmor eland . 

I  MUST 

<  • 
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I  must  in  particular  acknowlege  the  liberal  turn  of  thofe 
Gentlemen  who  freely  permit  me  to  anticipate  fome  paflages 
in  their  Hiftory  of  Cumberland  and  Westmoreland., 
which  they  intend  foon  to  favor  the  Public  with, 
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265. 

269. 

295* 

311- 


No,  I.  O  F  SCOTCH  PINES, 

II.  Of  ELGIN  and  the  Shire  of  MURRAY, 

III.  Of  the  Admirable  CRICHTON, 

IV.  Of  the  Murder  of  an  INNES, 

V.  Of  CATHNESS,  STRATHNAVER, 
and  SUTHERLAND, 

VI.  MEMOIRS  of  Sir  EWEN  CAMERON, 

VII.  Of  the  Massacre  of  the  COLQUHOUNS,  365. 

VIII.  ITINERARY,  367. 


318, 

347- 


TO  avoid  fwelling  this  Book  to  an  unreafonable  fize,  the  Appendix  of  the  former 
Editions  is  omitted :  but  being  referred  to,  it  is  proper  for  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
the  curious  Reader  to  add  a  Lift  of  the  Articles  he  may  wiftl  to  confult. 

No.  I.  Of  the  Conftitution  of  the  CHURCH  of  SCOTLAND. 

JL  Of  the  FASTING  WOMAN  of  ROSS-SHIRE. 

HI.  Of  the  PARALLEL  ROADS  in  GLEN-ROY, 

IV.  GALIC  PROVERBS,  TRANSLATIONS,  &c. 

V.  Order  of  Council  relating  to  the  Removal  of  Venereal  Perfons  from 

EDINBURGH  to  INCH-KEITH. 

VI.  Of  the  COLUMNS  in  PENRITH  Church-Yard. 

VII.  RECAPITULATION  of  the  ANIMALS  mentioned  in  the  Tour,  &c. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  two  laft  Articles  are  inferted  in  the  text  of  the  prefent 

Edition* 
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I.  1TJ  OWS  in  Bridge-Street,  CHESTER  ;  with  a 

View  of  St.  PETER’s  Church,  i. 

II.  BURTON  CONSTABLE,  the  Seat  of  William 

.  Constable,  Efq.  Holderness,  Torkjhire ,  14, 

III.  The  BASS  Isle,  taken  from  Tantallon  Castle, 

*  * 

and  Loch-Leven  Castle  *,  from  Sketches  by 
Profeffor  Ogilvie,  of  Old  Aberdeen,  47. 

IV.  EDINBURGH  CASTLE,  from  Grey  Friers 

Church- Yard,  51. 

V.  DUPPLIN,  the  Seat  of  the  Earl  of  Kinnoull,  72. 

VI.  He  ad  of  the  old  Countefs  of  Desmond,  74. 

VII.  TAYMOUTH,  the  Seat  ofthe  Earl  of  Breadalbane,  82. 


VIII.  TheBROTCHE  and  Walking-Staff  at  Col.  Campbel’s, 


of  Glen-Lion,  90. 

IX.  YORKE  CASCADE,  near  Blair  of  Athol,  104. 

X.  FASKALLY,  105. 

XI.  The  Bridge  of  DON,  1286 

XII.  Urn,  Flint  Arrow-Head,  &c.  139* 
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XIII.  A  View  of  a  House,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  CASTLE 
GORDON  when  complete  j  taken  from  an  old 


Print,  infcribed  BOG-IN-GIGHT,  142. 

XIV.  View  of  ELGIN,  146. 

XV.  KILCHURN  CASTLE,  216, 

XVI.  INVERARAY,  218. 

XVII.  The  antient  Castle  of  INVERARAY,  from  an  old 

Print,  ’  220. 
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XVIII.  ANTIQUITIES  at  NETHERRY.  No.  I.  A  Gaul- 
ishDeity.,  II.  Another.  III.  Athird,NEHALENNiA, 
the  Goddefs  of  the  Chalk  Diggers,  as  appears  by  an 
infcription  preferved  by  Reinefius ,  p.  190. 

BEiE  NEHALENNIjE 
OB  MERGES  RITE  CONSERVATAS 
M.  S  ECU N DUS  SILFJNUS 
NEGOTTOR  Cs>  RETARIUS 
BRIT  ANNICI  ANUS 
V.  S.  L.  M. 

The  Chalk  trade  was  very  confiderable  in  this  illand : 

Pliny  *  defcribes  the  manner  of  working,  which  agrees 
with  the  prefen t ;  and  adds,  that  it  was  a  manure  that 
would  laft  eighty  years.  As  it  fo  greatly  promoted  fertility, 
it  is  not  without  reafon  that  the  lap  of  the  Goddefs  is 
filled  with  fruits. 

No.  IV.  Deye  Matres.  V.  An  antient  Shoe,  249, 

•  Lib.  xvn.  c.  8. 
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XIX.  ARTHUR’S  Round  Table,  and  MAYBOROUGH,  256. 

XX.  SHAP  Abby,  257. 

Tail  Piece,  vide  p.  250. 

XXI.  Admirable  CRICPITON,  295. 
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Lord  Fortrofe 
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95.  Struari  s  lands  were  originally  granted  to  an  Anceftor  of  his,  as  a  reward  for  taking 
Robert  Graham ,  the  ruffian  who  murdered  James  I.  They  were  then  valued  at  100  marks. 
He  was  alfo  permitted  to  ufe,  as  his  coat  of  arms,  a  Graham  bound  in  chains, 

262,  The  Barony  of  Lovat  came  into  that  family  by  the  marriage  of  a  Frazier  with  the 
Heirefs  of  a  Lord  Rijfet ,  who  had  great  pbffeffions  in  thofe  parts, 
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N  Monday  the  26th  of  June  take  my  departure  from 
Chester,  a  city  without  parallel  for  the  fmgular  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  four  principal  ftreets,  which  are  as  if  excava- 
cated  out  of  the  earth,  and  funk  many  feet  beneath  the  furface  ;  the 
carriages  drive  far  beneath  the  level  of  the  kitchens,  on  a  line  with 
ranges  of  fhops,  over  which  on  each  fide  of  the  ftreets  paffengers 
walk  from  end  to  end,  in  galleries  open  in  front,  fecure  from  wet 
or  heat.  The  back  courts  of  all  thefe  houfes  are  level  with  the 
ground,  but  to  go  into  any  of  thefe  four  ftreets  it  is  neceflfary  to 
defcend  a  flight  of  feveral  fteps. 

The  Cathedral  is  an  antient  ftrufture,  very  ragged  on  the  outfide, 
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from  the  nature  of  the  red  friable  done*  with  which  it  is  built :  the 
tabernacle  work  in  the  choir  is  very  neat ;  but  the  beauty  and  ele¬ 
gant  Simplicity  of  a  very  antique  gothic  chapter-houfe,  is  what  me¬ 
rits  a  vifit  from  every  traveller. 

The  Hypocaujl  near  the  Feathers  Inn,  is  one  of  the  remains  of  the 
Romans  f ,  it  being  well  known  that  this  place  was  a  principal  fta- 
tion.  Among  many  antiquities  found  here,  none  is  more  fingular 
than  the  rude  Sculpture  of  the  Dea  Armiger a  Minerva ,  with  her  bird 
and  her  altar,  on  the  face  of  a  rock  in  a  fmall  field  near  the  Welch 
end  of  the  bridge. 

The  caflle  is  a  decaying  pile.  The  walls  of  the  city,  the  only 
complete  Specimens  of  antient  fortifications,  are  kept  in  excellent 
order,  being  the  principal  walk  of  the  inhabitants  :  the  views  from 
the  Several  parts  are  very  fine ;  the  mountains  of  Flint Jhire ,  the  hills 
of  Broxton ,  and  the  infulated  rock  of  Beefton ,  form  the  ruder  part 
of  the  Scenery ;  a  rich  fiat  forms  the  Softer  view,  and  the  profpefit 
up  the  river  towards  Boughton  recalls  in  Some  degree  the  idea  of 
the  Thames  and  Richmond  hill. 

Pafifed  thro5  Farviny  a  Small  village  ^  in  the  church-yard  is  an 
epitaph  in  memory  of  Mr.  John  Fhomafen ,  an  excellent  penman, 
but  particularly  famous  for  his  exa<5t  and  elegant  imitation  of  the 
Greek  charadler. 

Delamere ,  which  Leland  calls  a  faire  and  large  forefi,  with  plenty 
of  redde  deere  and  falow,  is  now  a  black  and  dreary  wafle ;  it  feeds 
a  few  rabbets,  and  a  few  black  Ferns  t  Skim  over  the  fplafhes  that 
water  Some  part  of  it. 

*  Saxum  arenarium  friabile  rubrum  Da  Cofia  fojfils.  I.  139. 
f  This  city  was  the  Dev  a  and  Devana  of  Antonine ,  and  the  ilation  of  the  Legis 
v  ie  Jim  a  vicirix,  %  Br.  ZqqL  II,  430, 
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A  few  miles  from  this  heath  lies  Northwichy  a  fmall  town,  long  Salt  Pits, 
famous  for  its  rock  fait,  and  brine  pits.  Some  years  ago  I  vifited 
one  of  the  mines  ;  the  ftratum  of  fait  lies  about  forty  yards  deep  *, 
that  which  I  faw  was  hollowed  into  the  form  of  a  temple.  I  defcend- 
ed  thro5  a  dome,  and  found  the  roof  fupported  by  rows  of  pillars, 
about  two  yards  thick,  and  feveral  in  height ;  the  whole  was  illu¬ 
minated  with  numbers  of  candles,  and  made  a  mod  magnificent 
and  glittering  appearance.  Above  the  fait  is  a  bed  of  whitifh  clay*, 
ufed  in  making  the  Liverpool  earthen-ware ;  and  in  the  fame  place 
is  alfo  dug  a  good  deal  of  the  Gypfum ,  or  p]  aider  done.  The  fold! 
fait  is  generally  yellow,  and  femipellucid,  fometimes  debafed  with  a 
dull  greenifh  earth,  and  is  often  found,  but  in  fmall  quantities, 
quite  clear  and  color-lefs. 

The  road  from  this  place  to  Macclesfield  is  thro’  a  fiat,  rich,  but 
unpleafant  country.  That  town  is  in  a  very  flourifhing  date ;  is 
pofiefied  of  a  great  manufacture  of  mohair  and  twid  buttons ;  has 
between  twrenty  and  thirty  filk  mills,  and  a  very  confiderable  cop¬ 
per  fmelting  houfe,  and  brafs  work. 

Here  lived  in  great  hofpitality  at  his  manour  houfe~f  Henry  Stafford 
Duke  of  Buckingham ,  a  mod  powerful  Peer,  the  fad  indrument  of 
the  ambition  of  Richard  III.  Pie  was  at  once  rewarded  by  that 
monarch  J  with  a  grant  of  fifty  cadles  and  manours ;  but  druck 
with  remorfe  at  being  accefifary  to  fo  many  crimes,  fell  from  his 
allegiance,  and  by  ajud  retribution,  differed  on  a  fcaffold  by  the 
mere  fiat  of  his  unfeeling  mader. 

In  the  church  is  the  fepulchral  chapel,  and  the  magnificent  mo- 

*  Argilla  caerula-cinerea  Da  Cojla  fojjils .  I.  48. 
f  Kifig’s  Vale  P^oyal.  86.  |  Dugdale\  Baronage  I.  168. 
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numents  of  the  family  of  the  Savages :  and  on  a  brafs  plate  on  the 
wall  this  comfortable  advertifement  of  the  price  of  remidion  of  fins 
in  the  other  life :  it  was  to  be  wifhed  that  the  expence  of  obtaining 
fo  extendve  a  charter  from  his  holinefs  in  this  world  had  likewife 
been  added. 

Thefe  are  the  words. 

The  Pdon  for  faying  of  5  Pater  noft  and  5  aves  and  a  creed  is 
26  thoufand  yeres  and  26  dayes  of  Pardon. 

In  the  chapel  belonging  to  the  Leghs  of  Lyme  is  another  fingular 
infcription  and  its  hiftory. 

Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Perkin  a  Legh 
That  for  King  Richard  the  death  did  die, 

Betrayed  for  righteoufnefs. 

And  the  bones  of  Sir  Peers  his  fonne 
That  with  king  Henrie  the  fift  did  wonne 

in  Paris. 

£  This  Perkin  ferved  king  Edward  the  third  and  the  black  Prince 
4  his  fonne  in  all  their  warres  in  France  and  was  at  the  battel  of 
4  Crejjie  and  had  Lyme  given  him  for  that  fervice  and  after  their 
e  deathes  ferved  king  Richard  the  fecond,  and  left  him  not  in  his 
4  troubles  but  was  taken  with  him  and  beheaded  at  Chefter  by  king 
6  Henrie  the  fourthe.  and  the  fayd  Sir  Peers  his  fonne  ferved  king 
s  Henrie  and  was  flaine  at  the  battel  of  Agencourt. 

c  In  their  memorie  Sir  Peter  Legh  of  Lyme  knight  defcended  from 
4  them  finding  the  fayd  ould  verfes  written  upon  a  ftone  in  this 
4  Chappel  did  reedifie  this  place  An0  Dni  1620.  ' 

After  leaving  this  town,  the  country  almoft  inftantly  changes 
and  becomes  very  mountanous  and  barren,  at  left  on  the  furface ; 
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but  the  bowels  compenfate  for  the  external  fterility,  by  yielding  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  coal  for  the  ufe  of  the  neighboring  parts  of  Che- 
Jhire ,  and  for  the  burning  of  lime  :  vaft  quantity  is  made  near  Bux¬ 
ton.,  and  being  carried  to  all  parts  for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture, 
is  become  a  confiderable  article  of  commerce. 

The  celebrated  warm  bath  of  Buxton  *  is  feated  in  a  bottom,  Buxton. 
amidft  thefe  hills,  in  a  moft  chearlefs  fpot,  and  would  be  little  fre¬ 
quented,  did  not  Hygeia  often  refide  here,  and  difpenfe  to  her  vota¬ 
ries  the  chief  bleffings  of  life,  eafe  and  health.  With  joy  and  gratitude 
I  this  moment  refled:  on  the  efficacious  qualities  of  the  waters  •,  I 
recoiled:  with  rapture  the  return  of  fpirits,  the  flight  of  pain,  and 
re-animation  of  my  long,  long  crippled  rheumatic  limbs.  But  how 
unfortunate  is  it,  that  what  Providence  defigned  for  the  general 
good,  ffiould  be  rendered  only  a  partial  one,  and  denied  to  all,  ex¬ 
cept  the  opulent;  or  I  may  fay  to  the  (comparatively)  few  that  can 
get  admittance  into  the  houfe  where  thefe  waters  are  imprifoned  ? 

There  are  other  fprings  (Cambden  fays  nine)  very  near  that  in  the 
Hall ,  and  in  all  probability  of  equal  virtue.  I  was  informed  that 
the  late  Duke  of  Devonjhire ,  not  long  before  his  death,  had  ordered 
fome  of  thefe  to  be  inclofed  and  formed  into  baths.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  his  fucceffior  will  not  fail  adopting  fo  ufeful  and  humane 
a  plan ;  that  he  will  form  it  on  the  moft  enlarged  fyftem,  that  they 
may  open  not  folely  to  thofe  whom  mifufed  wealth  hath  rendered 
invalids,  but  to  the  poor  cripple,  whom  honeft  labor  hath  made  a 

*  The  Romans ,  who  were  remarkably  fond  of  warm  baths,  did  not  over-look 
thefe  agreeable  waters  :  they  had  a  bath,  inclofed  with  a  brick  wall,  adjacent  to 
the  prefent  St.  utnne* s  well,  which  Dr,  Shorty  in  his  elfay  on  mineral  waters,  fays 
was  razed  in  1709. 
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burden  to  himfelf  and  his  country ;  and  to  the  foldier  and  failof, 
who  by  hard  fervice  have  loft  the  ufe  of  thofe  very  limbs  which 
once  were  aCtive  in  our  defence.  The  honor  refulting  from  fuch  a 
foundation  would  be  as  great,  as  the  fatisfaCtion  ariftng  from  a  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  fo  benevolent  a  work  would  be  unfpeakable.  The 
charms  of  diffipation  would  then  lofe  their  force ;  and  dull  and  tafte- 
lefs  would  every  human  luxury  appear  to  him,  who  had  it  in  his 
power  thus  to  lay  open  thefe  fountains  of  health,  and  to  be  able  to 
exult  in  fuch  pathetic  and  comfortable  ftrains  as  thefe :  When  the 
ear  heard  me^  then  it  bleffed  me ,  and  when  the  eye  faw  me  it  gave  wit - 
nefs  to  me ; 

Becaufe  I  delivered  the  poor  that  cried ,  and  the  fatherlefs,  and  him 
that  had  none  to  help  him. 

"The  bleffmg  of  him  that  was  ready  to  perijh  came  upon  me ,  and  1 
caufed  the  widow’s  heart  to  fing  for  joy. 

I  was  eyes  to  the  blind ,  and  feet  was  I  to  the  lame. 

After  leaving  Buxton ,  palled  thro’  Middleton  dale,  a  deep  narrow 
chafm  between  two  vaft  cliffs,  which  extend  on  each  fide  near  a 
mile  in  length :  this  road  is  very  fingular,  but  the  rocks  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  too  naked  to  be  beautiful.  At  the  end  is  the  fmall  village  of 
Stoney  Middleton ;  here  the  profpeCt  opens,  and  at  Barfly  Bridge 
exhibits  a  pretty  view  of  a  fmall  but  fertile  vale,  watered  by  the 
Derwent ,  and  terminated  by  Chatfworth ,  and  its  plantations.  Ar¬ 
rived  and  lay  at 

Chefterfield  j  an  ugly  town.  In  this  place  is  a  great  manufacture 
of  worfted  ftockings,  and  another  of  a  brown  earthen- ware,  much 
of  which  is  fent  into  Holland ,  the  country  which,  within  lefs  than 
half  a  century  ago,  fupplied  not  only  thefe  kingdoms  but  half  of 
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Europe  with  that  commodity.  The  clay  is  found  near  the  town,  over 
the  bafs  or  cherty*  ftratum,  above  the  coal.  The  fteeple  of  Chefter- 
field  church  is  a  fpire,  covered  with  lead,  but  by  a  violent  wind 
ftrangely  bent,  in  which  date  it  remains. 

In  the  road  fide,  about  three  miles  from  the  town,  are  feveral  T 
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pits  of  iron  (lone,  about  nine  or  ten  feet  deep.  The  ftratum  lies 
above  the  coal,  and  is  two  feet  thick.  I  was  informed  that  the  ad¬ 
venturers  pay  ten  pounds  per  annum  to  the  Lord  of  the  Soil,  for 
liberty  of  raifmg  it ;  that  the  laborers  have  fix  drillings  per  load  for 
getting  it :  each  load  is  about  twenty  ftrikes  or  bufhels,  which 
yields  a  tun  of  metal.  Coal,  in  thefe  parts,  is  very  cheap,  a  tun 
and  a  half  being  fold  for  five  drillings. 

Changed  horfes  at  JVorkfop  and  Tuxford ;  eroded  the  Trent  at 
T)  unham-Ferry ,  where  it  is  broad  but  dr  allow :  the  fpring  tides  flow 
here,  and  rife  about  two  feet,  but  the  common  tides  never  reach 
this  place.  Pafs  along  the  Fofs-Dike ,  or  the  canal  opened  by 
Henry  I. ft  to  form  a  communication  between  the  Trent  and  the 
Witham.  It  was  opened ft  in  the  year  1121,  and  extends  from  Lincoln 
to  Tor  kef ey,  its  length  is  eleven  miles  three  quarters,  the  breadth 
between  dike  and  dike  at  the  top  is  about  fixty  feet,  at  bottom 
twenty-two :  veflels  from  fifteen  to  thirty-five  tuns  navigate  this  ca~ 

*  Or  flinty. 

f  Dugdale  on  embanking,  167. 

|  I  make  ufe  of  this  word,  as  Doftor  Stutely  conjectures  this  canal  to  have  been 
originally  a  Roman  work ;  and  that  another  of  the  fame  kind  (called  the  Carfdike) 
communicated  with  it,  by  means  of  the  Witham,  which  began  a  little  below 
WaJhenbro\  three  miles  from  Lincoln ,  and  was  continued  thro’  the  fens  as  far  as 
Peterborough.  Stukely's  Caraujius*  129.  feqcj.  Ejufd.  Account  of  Richard  of  Giren- 
csfler.  50. 
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nafi  and  by  its  means  a  conliderable  trade  in  coals,  timber,  corn 
and  wool,  is  carried  on.  In  former  times,  the  perfons  who  had 
landed  property  on  either  fide  were  obliged  to  fcower  it  whenever  it 
was  choaked  up,  and  accordingly  we  find  prefentments  were  made 
by  juries  in  feveral  fuceeeding  reigns  for  that  purpofe.  Reach 

Lincoln,  an  antient  but  ill-built  city,  much  fallen  away  from 
its  former  extent.  It  lies  partly  on  a  plain,  partly  on  a  very  deep 
hill,  on  whofe  fummit  are  the  cathedral  and  the  ruins  of  the  caftle. 
The  firft  is  a  vaft  pile  of  gothic  architecture ;  has  nothing  remark¬ 
able  on  the  outfide,  but  within  is  of  matchlefs  beauty  and  magnifi¬ 
cence  :  the  ornaments  are  exceflively  rich,  and  in  the  flneft  gothic 
tafte ;  the  pillars  light,  the  centre  lofty,  and  of  a  furprifing  gran¬ 
deur.  The  windows  at  theN.  and  S.  ends  are  very  antient,  but  very 
elegant  •,  one  reprefents  a  leaf  with  its  fibres,  the  other  confifts  of  a 
number  of  fmall  circles.  There  are  two  other  antient  windows  on 
each  fide  the  great  ifie :  the  others,  as  I  recoiled!,  are  modern.  This 
church  was,  till  of  late  years,  much  out  of  repair,  but  has  juft  been 
reftored  in  a  manner  that  does  credit  to  the  Chapter.  There  is  in¬ 
deed  a  fort  of  arch  near  the  W.  end,  that  feems  placed  there  (for 
the  fame  purpofe  as  Bayes  tells  us  he  wrote  one  of  his  fcenes)  meer- 
ly  to  fet  off  the  reft. 

The  profpedt  from  this  eminence  is  very  extenfive,  but  very  bar¬ 
ren  of  objedts  •,  a  vaft  flat  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  confifting  of 
plains  not  the  mo  ft  fertile,  or  of  fens*  and  moors :  the  laft  are  far 

lefs 

*  The  fens,  naked  as  they  now  appear,  were  once  well  wooded.  Oaks  have 
been  found  buried  in  them,  which  were  fixteen  yards  long,  and  live  in  circumfe¬ 
rence  ;  fir  trees  from  thirty  to  thirty-five  yards  long,  and  a  foot  or  eighteen  inches 

fquare. 
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lefs  extenfive  than  they  were,  many  being  drained,  and  will  foon 
become  the  bell  land  in  the  country.  But  Rill  much  remains  to  be 
done  :  the  fens  near  Revejby  Abby  *,  eight  miles  beyond  Horne aftle , 
are  of  vaft  extent;  but  ferve  for  little  other  purpofe  than  the  rear¬ 
ing  great  numbers  of  geefe,  which  are  the  wealth  of  the  fenmen. 

During  the  breeding  feafon,  thefe  birds  are  lodged  in  the  fame  Gees 
houfes  with  the  inhabitants,  and  even  in  their  very  bed-chambers : 
in  every  apartment  are  three  rows  of  coarfe  wicker  pens  placed  one 
above  another ;  each  bird  has  its  feparate  lodge  divided  from  the 
other,  which  it  keeps  poflefiion  of  during  the  time  of  fitting.  A 
perfon,  called  a  Gozzard-f,  attends  the  flock,  and  twice  a  day 
drives  the  whole  to  water ;  then  brings  them  back  to  their  habita-' 
tions,  helping  thofe  that  live  in  the  upper  Rories  to  their  nefts, 
without  ever  mifplacing  a  Angle  bird. 

The  geefe  are  plucked  flve  times  in  the  year;  the  firfl  plucking 
is  at  Lady-Day ,  for  feathers  and  quills,  and  the  fame  is  renewed, 
for  feathers  only,  four  times  more  between  that  and  Michaelmas . 

The  old  geefe  fubmit  quietly  to  the  operation,  but  the  young  ones 
are  very  noify  and  unruly.  I  once  faw  this  performed,  and  obferv- 
ed  that  goflins  of  fix  weeks  old  were  not  fpared ;  for  their  tails  were 

fquare.  Thefe  trees  had  not  the  mark  of  the  ax*  but  appeared  as  if  burnt  down 
by  fire  applied  to  their  lower  parts.  Acorns  and  fmall  nuts  have  alfo  been  found 
in  great  quantities  in  the  fame  places.  Dugdale  on  embanking*  141* 

#  Reve/by  Abby  was  founded  1 142,  by  W.  de  Romara ,  Earl  of  Lincoln ,  for  Ciflcr* 
dan  monks,  and  granted  by  H\  VIII.  an.  30.  to  Cb%  Duke  of  Suffolk .  The 
founder  turning  monk  was  buried  here.  Tanner.  2 63. 

f  i«  e.  Goofe-herd, 
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plucked,  as  I  was  told,  to  habituate  them  early  to  what  they  were 
to  come  to.  If  the  feafon  proves  cold,  numbers  of  geefe  die  by 
this  barbarous  cuftom*. 

Vaft  numbers  are  driven  annually  to  London ,  to  fupply  the 
markets  •,  among  them,  all  the  fuperannuated  geefe  and  ganders 
(called  here  Cagmags)  which  ferve  to  fatigue  the  jaws  of  the  good 
Citizens,  who  are  fo  unfortunate  as  to  meet  with  them. 

The  fen  called  the  Weft  Fen ,  is  the  place  where  the  Ruffs  and 
Reeves  refort  to  in  the  greateft  numbers  T •?  and  many  other  forts  of 
water  fowl,  which  do  not  require  the  fhelter  of  reeds  or  rufhes, 
migrate  here  to  breed ;  for  this  fen  is  very  bare,  having  been  im- 
perfedly  drained  by  narrow  canals,  which  interfed  it  for  great 
numbers  of  miles.  Thefe  the  inhabitants  navigate  in  molt  diminu¬ 
tive  fh allow  boats  ^  they  are,  in  fad,  the  roads  of  the  country. 

The  Eaft  Fen  is  quite  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  gives  a  fpecimen 
of  the  country  before  the  introdudion  of  drainage  :  it  is  a  vaft  trad 
of  morafs,  intermixed  with  numbers  of  lakes,  from  half  a  mile  to 
two  or  three  miles  in  circuit,  communicating  with  each  other  by 
narrow  reedy  ftraits ;  they  are  very  fhallow,  none  are  above  four 
or  five  feet  in  depth ;  but  abound  with  hfh,  fuch  as  Pike,  Perch, 
Ruff,  Bream,  Tench,  Rud,  Dace,  Roach,  Burbot,  Sticklebacks 
and  Eels.  It  is  obfervable,  that  once  in  feven  or  eight  years,  im- 
menfe  fhoals  of  Sticklebacks  appear  in  the  Welland  below  Spalding. , 

*  It  was  alfo  pra£tifed  by  the  antients.  Candidorum  alterum  'vedligal :  Velluntur 
quibufdam  loots  his  anno .  Plinii  lib.  x.  c.  22. 

f  Br.  Z00L  II.  363.  Sup  pi.  tab »  xv.  p.  22. 


and: 


IN  SCOTLAND. 


1 1. 


and  attempt  coming  up  the  river  in  form  of  a  vail  column.  They 
are  fuppofed  to  be  the  collected  multitudes  wafhed  out  of  the  fens 
by  the  floods  of  feveral  years ;  and  carried  into  fome  deep  hole, 
when  over-charged  with  numbers,  they  are  obliged  to  attempt  a 
change  of  place.  They  move  up  the  river  in  fuch  quantities  as  to 
enable  a  man,  who  was  employed  in  taking  them,  to  earn,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  four  fhillings  a  day,  by  felling  them  at  a  half¬ 
penny  per  bufhel.  They  were  ufed  to  manure  land,  and  attempts 
have  been  made  to  get  oil  from  them.  The  fen  is  covered  with 
reeds,  the  harveft  of  the  neighboring  inhabitants,  who  mow  them 
annually  ^  for  they  prove  a  much  better  thatch  than  draw,  and  not 
only  cottages,  but  many  very  good  houfes  are  covered  with  them. 
Stares,  which  during  winter  refort  in  myriads  to  rood  in  the  reeds, 
are  very  deftru&ive,  by  breaking  them  down  by  the  vaft  numbers 
that  perch  on  them.  The  people  are  therefore  very  diligent  in 

their  attempts  to  drive  them  away,  and  are  at  great  expence  in 
powder  to  free  themfelves  of  thefe  troublefome  gueits.  I  have  feen 
a  flock  of  reeds  harvefted  and  flacked  worth  two  or  three  hundred 
pounds,  which  was  the  property  of  a  Angle  farmer. 

The  birds  which  inhabit  the  different  fens  are  very  numerous : 
I  never  met  with  a  finer  field  for  the  Zoologift  to  range  in.  Befides 
the  common  Wild-duck,  of  which  an  account  is  given  in  another 
place*,  wild  Geefe,  Garganies,  Pochards,  Shovelers  and  Teals, 
breed  here.  I  have  feen  in  the  Eaft  Fen  a  flnall  flock  of  the  tufted 

*  Br.  Zool.  II.  462.  In  general,  to  avoid  repetition,  the  reader  is  referred  to 
the  four  OSla-vo  volumes  of  Britijh  Zoology,  for  a  more  particular  account  of  ani¬ 
mals  mentioned  in  this  Tour. 
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Ducks ;  but  they  feemed  to  make  it  only  a  baiting  place.  The 
I  ewit  Gulls  and  black  Terns  abound ;  the  lalt  in  vaft  flocks  almoft 
deafen  one  with  their  clamors ;  a  few  of  the  great  Terns,  or  Tickets, 
aie  feen  among  them.  I  law  feveral  of  the  great  crefted  Grebes  on 
the  Eaft  Fen ,  called  there  Gaunts,  and  met  with  one  of  their  float¬ 
ing  nefts  with  eggs  in  k.  The  leffer  crefted  Grebe,  the  black  and 
dullsy  Grebe,  and  the  little  Grebe,  are  alfo  inhabitants  of  the  fens; 
together  with  Coots,  Water-hens,  fpotted  Water-hens,  Water- 
lails,  Ruifs,  Redfhanks,  Lapwings  or  Wipes,  Red-breafted  God- 
wits  and  Whimbrels.  The  Godwits  breed  near  Wajhenbrough ;  the 
Whimbrels  only  appear  for  about  a  fortnight  in  May  near  Spalding, , 
and  then  quit  the  country.  Oppofite  to  Foffdyke  Wajh ,  during  fum- 
mer,  are  great  numbers  of  Avofettas,  called  there  Telpers,  from 
their  cry :  they  hover  over  the  fportfman’s  head  like  the  Lapwing, 
and  fly  with  their  necks  and  legs  extended. 

Knots  ait  taken  in  nets  along  the  fhores  near  Fojfdyke  in  great 
numbers  during  winter ;  but  they  difappear  in  the  fpring. 

i  he  flioi  t-eared  owl,  Br.  Zoo!.  I.  156.  vifits  the  neighbourhood 
of  Wajhenbrough,  along  with  the  Woodcocks,  and  probably  per- 
forms  its  migrations  with  thofe  birds,  for  it  is  obferved  to  quit  the 
count!  y  at  the  fame  time :  I  have  alfo  received  fpecimens  of  them 
from  the  Danijh  dominions,  one  of  the  retreats  of  the  Woodcock. 
This  owl  is  not  obferved  in  this  country  to  perch  on  trees,  but 
conceals  itfelf  in  long  old  grafs ;  if  difturbed,  takes  a  lhort  flight, 
lights  again,  and  keeps  flaring  about,  during  which  time  its  horns 
are  very  vifible.  The  farmers  are  fond  of  the  arrival  of  thefe  birds, 
as  they  clear  the  fields  of  mice,  and  will  even  fly  in  fearch  of  prey 
✓  during  day,  provided  the  weather  is  cloudy  and  mifly. 
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But  the  greateft  curiofity  in  thefe  parts  is  the  vaft  Heronry  at  Heronry 
CreJJi-Hall ,  fix  miles  from  Spalding.  The  Herons  refort  there  in 
February  to  repair  their  nefts,  fettle  there  in  the  fpring  to  breed, 
and  quit  the  place  during  winter.  They  are  numerous  as  Rooks, 
and  their  nefts  fo  crouded  together,  that  myfelf  and  the  company 
that  was  with  me  counted  not  fewer  than  eighty  in  one  tree.  I  here 
had  opportunity  of  detefling  my  own  miftake,  and  that  or  other 
Ornithologifts,  in  making  two  fpecies  of  Herons  ;  for  I  found  that 
the  crefted  Heron  was  only  the  male  of  the  other :  it  made  a  mod 
beautiful  appearance  with  its  fnowy  neck  and  long  creft  dreaming 
with  the  wind.  The  family  who  owned  this  place  was  of  the  fame 
name  with  thefe  birds,  which  feems  to  be  the  principal  inducement 
for  preferving  them. 

In  the  time  of  Michael  Drayton , 

Here  ftalk'd  the  Jlately  crane ,  as  though  he  inarch'd  in  war.  - 

But  at  prefent  this  bird  is  quite  unknown  in  our  iftand ;  but  every 
other  fpecies  enumerated  by  that  obfervant  Poet  ftill  are  found  in 
this  fenny  tradl,  or  its  neighborhood. 

Vifited  Spalding ,  a  place  very  much  refembling,  in  form,  neat-  June  28. 
nefs,  and  fituation,'  a  Dutch  town  :  the  river  Welland  paftes  through  spALDlNG 
one  of  the  ftreets,  a  canal  is  cut  through  another,  and  trees  are 
planted  on  each  fide.  The  church  is  a  handfome  ftrudture,  the 
fteeple  a  fpire.  The  churches  in  general,  throughout  this  low 
tradt,  are  very  handfome ;  all  are  built  of  ftone,  which  muft  have 
been  brought  from  places  very  remote,  along  temporary  canals  *, 
for,  in  many  inftances,  the  quarries  lie  at  left  twenty  miles  diftant. 

But 
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But  the  edifices  were  built  in  zealous  ages,  when  the  benedictions 
or  maledictions  of  the  church  made  the  people  conquer  every  diffi¬ 
culty  that  might  obfiruCt  thefe  pious  foundations.  The  abby  of 
Crowland ,  feated  in  the  midfi  of  a  fhaking  fen*,  is  a  curious  mo¬ 
nument  of  the  infuperable  zeal  of  the  times  it  was  ereCted  in  ;  as 
the  beautiful  tower  of  Bofton  church,  vifible  from  all  parts,  is  a 
magnificent  fpecimen  of  a  fine  gothic  tafte. 

Faffed  near  the  fite  of  Swineftjead- Abby ,  of  which  there  are  not 
the  left  remains.  In  the  walls  of  a  farm  houfe,  built  out  of  the 
ruins,  you  are  fhewn  the  figure  of  a  Knight  Templar,  and  told  it 
was  the  monk  who  poifoned  King  John*,  a  faCt  denied  by  our  bell 
hiftorians. 

Returned  thro’  Lincoln  •,  went  out  of  town  under  the  Newport - 
Gate,  a  curious  Roman  work  ;  pafied  over  part  of  the  heath;  chang¬ 
ed  horfes  at  Spittle ,  and  at  Glanford  Bridge ;  dined  at  the  ferry-houfe 
on  the  banks  of  the  Humber \  and  after  a  paflage  of  about  five  miles, 
with  a  brifk  gale,  landed  at  Hull ,  and  reached  that  night  Burton - 
Conftable ,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Confiable ,  in  that  part  of  Torkfmre  called 
Holdernefs ;  a  rich  fiat  country,  but  excellent  for  producing  large 
cattle,  and  a  good  breed  of  horfes,  whofe  prices  are  near  doubled 
fince  the  French  have  grown  fo  fond  of  the  Englijh  kind. 

Made  an  excurfion  to  Hornfea ,  a  fmall  town  on  the  coaft,  re- 

*  This  monaitery  was  founded  by  Ethelbald  king  of  Mercia ,  A.  D.  716.  The 
ground  being  too  marfny  to  admit  a  weighty  building  of  done,  he  made  a  founda¬ 
tion,  by  driving  into  the  ground  vad  piles  of  oak ;  and  caufed  more  compact 
earth  to  be  brought  in  boats  nine  miles  off  to  lay  on  them,  and  form  a  more  found 
foundation. 


markable 


BimiCW  COW  STABLE 


\ 


I 

\ 


/ 


l 


IN  SCOTLAND, 


*5 


markable  only  for  its  mere,  a  piece  of  water  about  two  miles  long, 
and  one  broad,  famous  for  its  pike  and  eels  *,  it  is  divided  from  the 
fea  by  a  very  narrow  bank,  fo  is  in  much  danger  of  being  fome 
time  or  other  loft. 

The  cliffs  on  the  coaff  of  Holdernefs  are  high,  and  compofed  of 
clay,  which  falls  down  in  vaff  fragments.  Quantity  of  amber  is  Amber. 
walked  out  of  it  by  the  tides,  which  the  country  people  pick  up 
and  fell :  it  is  found  fometimes  in  large  maffes,  but  I  never  faw  any 
fo  pure  and  clear  as  that  from  the  Baltic.  It  is  ufually  of  a  pale 
yellow  color  within,  and  prettily  clouded  ;  the  outfide  covered  with, 
a  thin  coarfe  coat. 

After  riding  fome  miles  over  a  flat  grazing  country,  paffed  July  2 . 
through  the  village  of  Skipfey ,  once  under  the  protection  of  a  caftle 
founded  by  Drugon  or  Drugan ,  a  valiant  Flandrian ,  who  came  over 
at  the  time  of  the  conqueft.  The  Conqueror  ,  gave  him  in  marriage 
one  of  his  near  relations ;  and  as  a  portion  made  him  Lord  of  Hol¬ 
dernefs.  Drugon  by  fome  unlucky  accident  killed  his  fpoufe ;  but 
having  his  wits  about  him,  h aliened  to  the  King,  and  informing 
his  Majeffy  that  his  Lady  and  he  had  a  great  defire  to  viflt  their 
native  country,  requefted  a  fum  of  money  for  that  purpofe  :  the 
Conqueror  immediately  fupplied  the  wants  of  Drugon ;  who  had 
fcarcely  embarked,  when  advice  was  brought  from  Skipfey  of  the 
death  of  the  Lady:  purfuit  was  inllantly  made,  but  in  vain ;  the 
artful  Flandrian  evaded  all  attempts  to  bring  him  to  account*. 

Near  this  village  is  a  confiderable  camp  ^  but  I  paffed  it  too- 
haftily  to  determine,  of  what  nation. 


*  M.  S.  at  Burtim-Conjlable . 
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A  few  miles  farther  is  Burlington  S^uay,  a  frnall  town  clofe  to  the 
fea.  There  is  a  defign  of  building  a  pier,  for  the  protection  of 
fhipping  *,  at  prefent  there  is  only  a  large  wooden  quay,  which  pro¬ 
jects  into  the  water,  from  which  the  place  takes  its  name.  From 
hence  is  a  fine  view  of  the  white  cliffs  of  Flamborough-Head ,  which 
extends  far  to  the  Eaft,  and  forms  one  fide  of  the  Gabrantuicorum 
finus  portuofus  of  Ptolemy ,  a  name  derived  from  the  Britijh  Gyfr ,  on 
account  of  the  number  of  goats  found  there,  according  to  the  con¬ 
jecture  of  Cambden . 

A  mile  from  hence  is  the  town  of  Burlington .  The  body  of  the 
church  is  large,  but  the  fteeple,  by  fome  accident,  has  been  de- 
ftroyed :  near  it  is  a  large  gateway,  with  a  noble  gothic  arch,  pof- 
fibly  the  remains  of  a  priory  of  black  canons,  founded  by  Walter 
de  Gant ,  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Henry  I. 

This  coaft  of  the  kingdom  is  very  unfavorable  to  trees,  for,  ex¬ 
cept  fome  woods  in  the  neighborhood  of  Burt on-Conft able ,  there  is 
a  vail  nakednefs  from  the  Humber ,  as  far  as  the  extremity  of  Cath - 
fiefs,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  which  fhall  be  noted  in  their 
proper  places. 

July  3.  Went  to  Flamborough-Head.  The  town  is  on  the  North  fide  * 

!  l  confifts  of  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  final!  houies,  entirely  inha¬ 

bited  by  fifhermen,  few  of  whom,  as  is  faid,  die  in  their  beds,  but 
meet  their  fate  in  the  element  they  are  fo  converfant  in.  Put  my- 
felf  under  the  direction  of  William  Camidge ,  Cicerone  of  the  place, 
who  conducted  me  to  a  little  creek  at  that  time  covered  with  fifh, 
a  fleet  of  cobles  having  juft  put  in.  Went  in  one  of  thofe  little 
boats  to  view  the  Pleads  coafting  it  for  upwards  of  two  miles. 

The 
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The  cliffs  are  of  a  tremendous  height,  and  amazing  grandeur ;  be¬ 
neath  are  feveral  vail;  caverns,  fome  clofed  at  the  end,  others  are 
pervious,  formed  with  a  natural  arch,  giving  a  romantic  paffage  to 
the  boat,  different  from  that  we  entered.  In  fome  places  the  rocks 
are  infulated,  are  of  a  pyramidal  figure,  and  foar  up  to  a  vaft  height: 
the  bafes  of  mod  are  folid,  but  in  fome  pierced  thro’,  and  arched  y 
the  color  of  all  thefe  rocks  is  white,  from  the  dung  of  the  innume¬ 
rable  flocks  of  migratory  birds,  which  quite  cover  the  face  of  them,  Its  Birds, 
Ailing  every  little  projection,  every  hole  that  will  give  them  leave 
to  reft  j  multitudes  were  fwimming  about,  others  fwarm'ed  in  the 
air,  and  almoft  ftunned  us  with  the  variety  of  their  croaks  and 
fcreams.  I  obferved  among  them  Corvorants,  Shags  in  fmall  flocks, 

Guillemots,  a  few  Black  Guillemots  very  fhy  and  wild,  Auks,  Puffins*, 

Kittiwakes  %  and  Herring  Gulls.  Landed  at  the  fame  place,  but 
before  our  return  to  Flamborough ,  vifited  Robin  Leith's  hole,  a  vaft 
cavern,  to  which  there  is  a  narrow  paffage  from  the  land  fide ;  it 
fuddenly  rifes  to  a  great  height,  the  roof  is  finely  arched,  and  the 
bottom  is  for  a  confiderable  way  formed  in  broad  fteps,  refembling 
a  great  but  eafy  ftair-cafe;  the  mouth  opens  to  the  fea,  and  gives 
light  to  the  whole. 

Lay  at  Hunmandby ,  a  fmall  village  above  Filey  Bay ,  round  which 
are  fome  plantations  that  thrive  tolerably  well,  and  ought  to  be 
an  encouragement  to  gentlemen  to  attempt  covering  thefe  naked 
hills. 

Filey  Brig  is  a  ledge  of  rocks  running  far  into  the  fea,  and  often 
fatal  to  flopping.  The  bay  is  fandy,  and  affords  vaft  quantities  of 

*  Called  here  Petrels ,  Br .  Zool.  Suppl,  tab .  xxiii.  26, 
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fine  fiffi,  foch  as  Turbot,  Soles,  &c.  which  during  dimmer  ap^ 
proach  the  fhore,  and  are  eafily  taken  in  a  common  feine  or  dragg¬ 
ing-net. 

Set  out  for  Scarborough  •,  paffed  near  the  fite  of  Flixton ,  a  hofpital 
founded  in  the  time  of  Athelftan ,  to  give  fhelter  to  travellers  from 
the  wolves ,  that  they  jhould  not  be  devoured  by  them  *  ,  fo  that  in  thofe 
days  -this  bare  trad  mud  have  been  covered  with  wood,  for  thofe 
ravenous  animals  ever  inhabit  large  forefts.  Thefe  hofpitia  are  not 
unfrequent  among  the  Alps  •,  are  either  appendages  to  religious 
houfes,  or  fupported  by  voluntary  iubfcriptions.  On  the  fpot 
where  Flixton  flood  is  a  farm-houfe,  to  this  day  called  the  Spital 
Houfe.  Reach 

Scarborough,  a  large  town,  built  in  form  of  a  crefcent  on  the 
lides  of  a  (leep  hill ;  at  one  extremity  are  the  ruins  of  a  caflle, 
feated  on*  a  cliff  of  a  dupendous  height,  from  whence  is  a  very  good 
view  of  the  town.  In  the  cadle-yard  is  a  barrack  for  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  but  at  prefent  untenanted  by  foldiery.  Beneath,  on 
the  fouth  fide,  is  a  large  done  pier,  (another  is  now  building)  which 
fhelters  the  fnipping  belonging  to  the  town.  It  is  a  place  abfolutely 
without  trade,  yet  owns  above  300  fail  of  fhips,  which  are  hired 
out  for  freight:  in  the  late  war  the  Government  had  never  lefs  than 
100  of  them  in  pay. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  belonging  to  this  place  are  above 
10,000,  but  as  great  part  are  failors,  nothing  like  that  number  are 
refident,  which  makes  one  church  fufficient  for  thofe  who  live  on 

Ihore.  It  is  large,  and  feated  aimed  on  the  top  of  the  hill.  The 


range 
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range  of  buildings  on  the  Cliff  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  caftle, 
town,  and  of  innumerable  Aiipping  that  are  perpetually  palling 
backward  and  forward  on  their  voyages.  Thefpaw*  lies  at  the 
foot  of  one  of  the  hills,  S.  of  the  town  •,  this  and  the  great  conve- 
niency  of  lea-bathing,  occafion  a  vaft  refort  of  company  during 
fummer  ;  it  is  at  that  time  a  place  of  great  gayety,  for  with  num¬ 
bers  health  is  the  pretence,  but  difiipation  the  end. 

The  fhore  is  a  fine  hard  fand,  and  during  low  water  is  the  place 
where  the  company  amufe  themfelves  with  riding.  This  is  alfo 
the  fifh  market ;  for  every  day  the  cobles*  or  little  fifhing  boats, 
are  dra wn  on  fhore  here,  and  lie  in  rows,  often  quite  loaden  with 
variety  of  the  beft  fifh.  There  was  a  fifherman,  on  the  9th  of  May\ 
17 67,  brought  in  at  one  time, 

20  Cods, 

14  Lings, 

17  Skates, 

8  Halibuts,  befides  a  vaft  quantity  of  Idler  fifli;  and  fold  the 
whole  for  3  1.  15  s.  It  is  fuperfluous  to  repeat  what  has  been 
before  mentioned,  of  the  methods  of  fifhing,  being  amply  defcribed, 
Vol.  III.  p.  193,  of  the  Britijh  Zoology  \  yet  it  will  be  far  from  im¬ 
pertinent  to  point  out  the  peculiar  advantages  of  thefe  feas,  and  the 
additional  benefit  this  town  might  experience,  by  the  augmentation 
of  its  fifheries.  For  this  account,  and  for  numberlefs  civilities,  I 

*  The  waters  are  impregnated  with  a  purgative  fait,  (Glauber’ s)  a  fmall  quan¬ 
tity  of  common  fait,  and  of  heel.  There  are  two  wells,  the  fartheh  from  the  town 
is  more  purgative,  and  its  tahe  more  bitter ;  the  other  is  more  chalybeate,  and  its 
tahe  more  brifk  and  pungent.  D.  H. 
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think  myfelf  much  indebted'  to  Mr:  Travis,  furgeon,  who  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me  the  following  Remarks : 

“  Scarborough  is  fituated  at  the  bottom  of  a  bay,  formed  by 
Whitby  rock  on  the  North,  and  Flamborough-Head  on  the  South  ; 
the  town  is  feated  diredlly  oppofite  to  the  centre  of  the  W.  end  of 
the  Dogger  bank ;  which  end,  (according  to  Hammond's  chart  of 
the  North  Sea)  lies  S.  and  by  W.,  and  N.  and  byE.,  but  by  a  line 
drawn  from  Finmouth  caftle,  would  lead  about  N.  W.  and  S.  E. 
Tho’  the  Dogger  bank  is  therefore  but  1 2  leagues  from  Flamborough- 
Head. ,  yet  it  is  16  and  a  half  from  Scarborough ,  23  from  Whitby , 
and  36  from  Finmouth  caftle.  The  N.  fide  of  the  bank  ftretches  off 
E.  N.  E.  between  30  and  40  leagues,  until  it  almoft  joins  to  the 
Long-Bank ,  and  Jutf  s  Riff. 

“  It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  fiftiermen  feldom  find  any  Cod, 
Ling,  or  other  round  fifli  upon  the  Dogger  bank  itfelf,  but  upon 
the  Hoping  edges  and  hollows  contiguous  to  it.  The  top  of  the 
bank  is  covered  with  a  barren  fhifting  fand,  which  affords  them  no 
fubfiftence  *,  and  the  water  on  it,  from  its  fhallownefs,  is  continually 
fo  agitated  and  broken,  as  to  allow  them  no  time  to  reft.  The 
Hat  fifh  do  not  fuffer  the  fame  inconvenience  there ;  for  when  dis¬ 
turbed  by  the  motion  of  the  fea,  they  fhelter  themfelves  in  the  land, 
and  find  variety  of  fuitable  food.  It  is  true,  the  Dutch  fifli  upon 
the  Dogger  bank  ;  but  it  is  alfo  true  they  take  little  except  Soles, 
Skates,  Thornbacks,  Flaife,  &c.  It  is  in  the  hollows  between  the 
Dogger  and  the  Well-Bank ,  that  the  Cod  are  taken  which  fupply 
London  market. 

66  The  fhore,  except  at  the  entrance  of  Scarborough  pier,  and. 
fome  few  other  places,  is  compofed  of  covered  rocks,  which  abound 

with 
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with  Lobfters  and  Crabs,  and  many  other  fhell  fifh ;  (no  Oyfters) 
thence,  after  a  fpace  covered  with  clean  fand,  extending  in  different 
places  from  one  to  five  or  fix  miles.  The  bottom,  all  the  way  to 
the  edge  of  the  Dogger  banks,  is  a  fear-,  in  fome  places  very  rugged, 
rocky,  and  cavernous ;  in  others  fmooth,  and  overgrown  with  va¬ 
riety  of  fubmarine  plants,  Moffes,  Corallines,  &c A  Some  parts 
again  are  fpread  with  fand  and  fhells  *,  others,  for  many  leagues  in 
length,  with  foft  mud  and  ooz,  furnifhed  by  the  difeharge  of  the 
Tees  and  Humber. 

u  Upon  an  attentive  review  of  the  whole,  it  may  be  clearly  in¬ 
ferred,  that  the  fiiore  along  the  coaft  on  the  one  hand,  with  the 
edges  of  the  Dogger  bank  on  the  other,  like  the  fides  of  a  decoy, 
give  a  direction  towards  our  fifhing  grounds  to  the  mighty  fhoals  of 
Cod,  and  other  fifh,  which  are  well  known  to  come  annually  from 
the  Northern  ocean  into  our  feas  ;  and  fecondly,  that  the  great  va¬ 
riety  of  fifhing  grounds  near  Scarborough ,  extending  upwards  of  16 
leagues  from  the  fhore,  afford  fecure  retreats  and  plenty  of  proper 
food  for  all  the  various  kinds  of  fifh,  and  alfo  fuitable  places  for 
each  kind  to  depofite  their  fpawn  in. 

“  The  fifhery  at  Scarborough  only  employs  105  men,  and  brings 
in  about  5250I.  per  annum,  a  trifle  to  what  it  would  produce, 
was  there  a  canal  from  thence  to  Leeds  and  Manchefter  •,  it  is  pro¬ 
bable  it  would  then  produce  above  ten  times  that  fum,  employ  fome 
thoufands  of  men,  give  a  comfortable  and  cheap  fubfiftence  to  our 
manufacturers,  keep  the  markets  moderately  reafonable,  enable  our 

*  I  met  with  on  the  fhores  near  Scarborough ,  fmall  fragments  of  the  true  red 
corah  .  .  * 
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manufacturing  towns  to  underfell  our  rivals,  and  prevent  the  hands, 
as  is  too  often  the  cafe,  raifing  infurreCtions,  in  every  year  of  fear- 
city,  natural  or  artificial. 55 

On  difcourfing  with  fome  very  intelligent  fifhermen,  I  was  in¬ 
formed  of  a  very  fmgular  phenomenon  they  annually  obferve  about 
the  {pawning  of  fifh  *.  At  the  difcance  of  4  or  5  leagues  from 
fhore,  during  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft ,  it  is  remarked,  that 
at  the  depth  of  6  or  7  fathom  from  the  furface,  the  water  appears 
to  be  fatu rated  with  a  thick  jelly,  filed  with  the  Ova  of  fifh,  which 
reaches  jo  or  12  fathoms  deeper :  this  is  known  by  its  adhering  to 
the  ropes  the  cobles  anchor  with  when  they  are  filling ;  for  they 
find  the  firft  6  or  7  fathom  of  rope  free  from  fpa wn,  the  next  10 
•  or  12  covered  with  flimy  matter,  the  remainder  again  free  to  the 
bottom.  They  fuppofe  this  gelatinous  Huff  to  fupply  the  new-born 
fry  with  food,  and  that  it  is  alfo  a  protection  to  the  fpawn,  as  being 
difagreeable  to  the  larger  fifh,  to  fwim  in. 

There  is  great  variety  of  fill  brought  on  fhore.  Befides  thofe 
deferibed  as  Britijh  fifh,  were  two  fpecies  of  Rays  :  the  Whip-Ray 
has  alfo  been  taken  here,  and  another  fpecies  of  Weever ;  but  thefe 
are  fubjects  more  proper  to  be  referred  to  a  Fauna ,  than  an  Itine¬ 
rary,  for  a  minute  defeription* 

Left  Scarborough ,  pafied  over  large  moors  to  Robin  Hood’s  Bay * 

On  my  road,  obferved  the  vail  mountains  of  alum  (tone,  from 

which  that  fait  is  thus  extracted :  It  is  firft  calcined  in  great  heaps, 

which  continue  burning  by  its  own  phlogifton,  after  being  well  fet 
* 

1 

*  Mr.  Ofieck  obferved  the  fame  in  S.  Lat.  35,  36,  in  his  return  from  China, 
The  feamen  call  it  the  flowering  of  the  water*  VoU  XL  72* 
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on  fire  by  coals,  for  fix,  ten,  or  fourteen  months,  according  to  the 
lize  of  the  heap,  feme  being  equal  to  a  fmall  hill.  It  is  then 
thrown  into  pits  and  deeped  in  water,  to  extract  all  the  faline  par¬ 
ticles.  The  liquor  is  then  run  into  other  pits,  where  the  vitriolic 
falts  are  precipitated  by  the  addition  of  a  folution  of  th t  fal  fodre^ 
u  prepared  from  kelp }  or  by  the  volatile  alkali  of  dale  urine.  The 
fuperduous  water  being  then  evaporated  duely  by  boiling  in  large 
furnaces,  the  liquor  is  fet  to  cool ;  and  ladly,  is  poured  into  large 
cades,  to  cryftallize. 

The  alum  works  in  this  country  are  of  feme  antiquity  :  they  were 
fird  difcovered  by  Sir  Thomas  Chaloner ,  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth ,  who  obferving  the  trees  tinged  with  an  unufual  color,  made 
him  fufpicious  of  its  being  owing  to  feme  mineral  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  He  found  out  that  the  drata  abounded  with  an  aluminous 
fait. 

/ 

At  that  time,  the  Englijh  being  drangers  to  the  method  of  ma¬ 
naging  it,  there  is  a  tradition  that  Sir  Thomas  was  obliged  to  leduce 
feme  workmen  from  the  Pope's  alum- works  near  Rome ,  then  the 
greated  in  Europe .  If  one  may  judge  from  the  curfe  which  his 
Holinefs  thundered  out  againd  Sir  Thomas  and  the  fugitives,  he 
certainly  was  not  a  little  enraged ;  for  he  curfed  by  the  very  form 
that  Ernulphus  *  has  left  us,  and  not  varied  a  tittle  from  that  mod 
comprehenfive  of  imprecations. 

The  drd  pits  were  near  Gijborough ,  the  feat  of  the  Chaloner s ,  who 
dill  douridi  there,  notwithdanding  his  Holinefs’s  anathema .  The 
works  were  fo  valuable  as  to  be  deemed  a  royal  mine.  Sir  Paul 


*  Vide  Trip  ram  Shandy. 
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Pindar,  who  rented  them,  payed  annually  t6  the  King  12,500!.,  to 
the  Earl  of  Mulgrave  1,640!.,  to  Sir  William  Penny  man  600  L-,  kept 
800  workmen  in  pay,  and  fold  his  alum  at  26!.  per  tun.  But  this 
monopoly  was  deftroyed  on  the  death  of  Charles  1.  and  the  right 
reftored  to  the  proprietors. 

In  thefe  alum  rocks  are  frequently  found  cornua  ammonis ,  and 
other  foffils,  lodged  in  a  ftony  nodule.  Jet  is  fometimes  met  with 
in  thin  flat  pieces,  externally  of  the  appearance  of  wood.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Solinus ,  Britain  was  famous  for  this  foflil  *. 

The  lands  near  Robin  Hood's  village  were  covered  with  fifli  of 
feveral  kinds,  and  with  people  who  met  the  cobles  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  their  cargo :  the  place  feemed  as  if  a  great  fifh  fair  had  been 
held  there  ^  feme  were  carrying  off  their  bargains,  others  bufled  in 
curing  the  fifli  ;  and  a  little  out  at  fea  was  a  fleet  of  cobles  and  five- 
men  boats,  and  others  arriving  to  difcharge  the  capture  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  tides  f.  There  are  36  of  the  flrft  belonging  to  this  little 
place.  The  houfes  here  make  a  grotefque  appearance,  are  fcattered 
over  the  face  of  a  fteep  cliff  in  a  very  fcrange  manner,  and  fill  every 
projecting  ledge,  one  above  another,  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe 
of  the  peafants  in  the  rocky  parts  of  China.  Sand's  End,  Runwick, 
and  Staithes,  three  other  fifliing-towns  on  this  coaff,  are  (as  I  am 
told)  built  in  the  fame  manner. 


*  Gagates  hie  plurimus  Qptimufque  eft  lapis  :  Ji  decor  em  requiras ,  nigro  gemmeus  : 
Ji  naturam  aqua  ardet ,  oleo  rejiinguitur :  Ji  poteftatem  attritu  calefadius  applicita  detinet, 
citque  fuccinum .  C.  xxiv. 


f  From  hence  the  fifli  are  carried  in  machines  to  Derby ,  Litchfield ,  Birmingham , 
and  Worcefter :  the  towns  which  lie  beyond  the  lait  are  fupplied  from  the  Wed  of 
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The  country  through  this  dayss  journey  was  hilly,  the  coaft 
high.  Reach 

Whitby,  called  by  the  Saxons ,  Streanejhalch ,  or  bay  of  the 
light-houfe,  a  large  town,  oddly  fituated  between  two  hills,  with  a 
narrow  channel  running  through  the  middle,  extending  about  a  mile 
farther  up  the  vale,  where  it  widens,  and  forms  a  bay.  The  two 
parts  of  the  town  are  joined  by  a  good  draw- bridge,  for  the  con- 
Veniency  of  letting  the  (hipping  pals.  From  this  bridge  are  often 
taken  the  viviparous  Blenny,  whofe  back-bone  is  as  green  as  that 
of  the  Sea  Needle.  The  river  that  forms  this  harbour  is  the  Ejk, 
but  its  waters  are  very  inconfiderable  when  the  tide  is  out.  Here 
is  a  pretty  bride  trade  in  (hip-building ;  but  except  that,  a  fmall 
manufacture  of  fail-cloth,  and  the  hiring  of  (hips  as  at  Scarborough , 
like  that  town  it  has  fcarce  any  commerce.  It  is  computed  there 
are  about  270  (hips  belonging  to  this  place.  Of  late,  an  attempt 
has  been  made  to  have  a  (hare  in  the  Greenland  fifhery  ;  four  (hips 
were  fent  out,  and  had  very  good  fuccefs.  There  are  very  good 
dry  docks  towards  the  end  of  the  harbour ;  and  at  the  mouth  a  moft 
beautiful  pier.  At  this  place  is  the  firft  falmon-fifhery  on  the 
coaft. 

On  the  hill  above  the  S.  fide  of  the  town  is  a  fine  ruin  of  St. 

Hilda' s  church.  The  fite  was  given  to  that  faint  by  Ofwy,  king  of 

Northumberland ,  about  A.  D.  65 7  ;  poftibly  in  confequence  of  a 

vow  he  made  to  found  half  a  dozen  monafteries,  and  make  his 

daughter  a  nun,  (liould  heaven  favor  his  arms.  St.  Hilda  founded 

a  convent  here  for  men  and  women,  dedicated  it  to  St.  Peter,  and 

put  it  under  the  direction  of  an  abbefs.  This  eftablifhment  was 

ruined  by  the  excurfions  of  th e  Danes-,  but  after  the  conqueft  it 
«* 

E  was 
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was  rebuilt,  and  filled  with  Benediffines,  by  Walter  de  Percy.  In 
lefs  enlightened  times  it  was  believed  that  not  a  wild  goofe  dared  to 
fiy  over  this  holy  ground,  and  if  it  ventured  v/as  fure  to  fall  preci¬ 
pitate  and  perifh  in  the  attempt. 

Went  about  two  miles  along  the  fhore,  then  turned  up  into  the 
country,  a  black  and  dreary  moor ;  obferved  on  the  right  a  vail 
artificial  mount,  or  F umulus ,  called  Freeburgh  Hill,  a  monument, 
in  all  probability,  the  work  of  the  Danes ,  whofe  cuftom  it  was  to 
fling  up  fuch  F umuli  over  the  graves  of  their  kings  or  leaders ;  or 
in  memory  of  the  fiain  in  general,  upon  the  fpot  where  they  had 
obtained  any  great  victory.  It  is  poffible  that  this  mount  owed  its 
rife  to  the  victory  gained  by  Ivar ,  a  Danijh  prince,  over  Ella ,  king 
of  Bernicia ,  who  was  on  his  way  from  the  North  to  fuccour  OJbert ; 
for  we  are  told  that  Ivar,  after  defeating  the  laft,  went  from  Fork 
to  meet  Ella,  and  fought  and  fiew  him  on  his  march. 

At  the  end  of  this  moor,  about  three  miles  from  Gijborough ,  is  a 
beautiful  view  over  the  remaining  part  of  Yorkjhire,  towards  Dur¬ 
ham,  Hartlepool ,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Fees,  which  meanders  through 
a  very  rich  trad:.  The  country  inftantly  afifumes  a  new  face  the 
road  lies  between  moft  delightful  hills  finely  wooded,  and  the  little 
vales  between  them  very  fertile :  on  fome  of  the  hills  are  the  marks 
of  the  firft  alum  works,  which  were  difcovered  by  Sir  Fhomas 
Chaloner . 

Gisborough,  a  fmall  town,  pleafantly  fituated  in  a  vale,  fur- 
rounded  at  fome  diftance  by  hills,  and  open  on  the  eaft  to  the  fea, 
which  is  about  five  miles  diftant.  It  is  certainly  a  delightful  fpot  % 
but  I  cannot  fee  the  reafon  why  Cambden  compares  it  to  Puteoli . 
Here  was  once  a  priory  of  the  canons  of  the  order  of  St.  Auftin, 

founded 
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founded  by  Robert  de  Brus ,  1129,  after  the  dififolution  granted  by 
Edward  VI.  to  the  Chaloners :  a  very  beautiful  eaft  window  of  the 
church  is  ftill  remaining.  The  town  has  at  prefent  a  good  manu¬ 
facture  of  fail-cloth. 

The  country  continues  very  fine  quite  to  the  banks  of  the  Tees, 
a  confiderable  river,  which  divides  Yorkjhire  from  the  bifhoprick  of 
Durham.  After  travelling  109  miles  in  a  ftrait  line  through  the 
firft,  enter  Durham ,  crofting  the  river  on  a  very  handfome  bridge 
of  arches,  the  battlements  neatly  pannelled  with  (lone  ;  and 

reach 

Stockton,  lying  on  the  Tees  in  form  of  a  crefcent*  A  hand¬ 
fome  town;  the  principal  ftreet  is  remarkably  fine,  being  165  feet 
broad ;  and  feveral  lefier  ftreets  run  into  it  at  right  angles.  In  the 
middle  of  the  great  ftreet  are  neat  fhambles,  a  town-houfe,  and 
large  aflembly-room.  There  is  befides  a  large  fquare.  About  a 
century  ago,  according  to  Anderfon,  it  had  fcarce  a  houfe  that  was 
not  made  of  clay  and  thatch  ;  but  is  now  a  flourifhing  place.  Its 
manufacture  is  fail-cloth;  and  great  quantities  of  corn,  and  lead, 
(from  the  mineral  parts  of  the  country)  are  fent  off  from  hence  by 
commiflion.  As  the  river  does  not  admit  of  large  veflfels  fo  high 
as  the  town,  thofe  commodities  are  fent  down  to  be  fiiipped. 

The  falmon  fifhery  here  is  negleCted,  for  none  are  taken  beyond 
what  is  neceftary  to  fupply  the  country.  Smelts  come  up  the  river 
in  the  winter  time.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  town  flood  the  caftle ; 
what  remained  of  it  is  at  prefent  converted  into  a  barn.  The 
country  from  hence  to  Durham  is  flat,  very  fertile,  and  much  in- 
clofed.  Towards  the  weft  is  a  fine  view  of  the  highlands  of  the 
country  :  thofe  hills  are  part  of  that  vaft  ridge  which  commence  in 
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the  north,  and  deeply  divide  this  portion  of  the  kingdom ;  and  on 
that  account  are  called  by  Cambdsn  the  Appennines  of  England. 

The  approach  to  Durham  is  romantic,  through  a  deep  hollow, 
cloathed  on  each  fide  with  wood.  The  city  is  pretty  large,  but  the 
buildings  old.  Part  are  on  a  plain,  part  on  the  fide  of  a  hill.  The 
abby,  or  cathedral,  and  the  caftle,  where  the  Bifhop  lives  when  he 
reficles  here,  are  on  the  fummit  of  a  cliff,  whofe  foot  is  wafhed  on 
two  fides  by  the  river  Were.  The  walks  on  the  oppofite  banks  are 
very  beautiful,  flagged  in  the  middle  and  paved  on  the  fides,  and 
are  well  kept.  They  are  cut  through  the  wood,  impend  over  the 
river,  and  receive  a  venerable  improvement  from  the  caftle  and  an- 
tient  cathedral  which  foar  above. 

The  laft  is  very  old  * ;  plain  without,  and  fupported  within  by 
maify  pillars,  deeply  engraved  with  lozenge-like  figures,  and  zigzag 
furrows  :  others  are  plain.  The  fkreen  to  the  choir  is  wrood 
covered  with  a  coarfe  carving.  The  choir  neat,  but  without  orna¬ 
ment. 

The  chapter-houle  feems  very  antient,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a 
theatre.  The  cloifters  large  and  handfome.  All  the  monuments 
are  defaced,  except  that  of  Bifhop  Hatfield.  The  Prebendal 
houfes  are  very  pleafantly  fituated,  and  have  a  fine  view  back¬ 
wards. 

There  are  two  handfome  bridges  over  the  Were  to  the  walks ; 
and  a  third  covered  with  houfes,  which  join  the  two  parts  of  the 
town.  This  river  produces  Salmon,  Trout,  Roach,  Dace,  Minow, 

*  Begun  in  1093,  by  Bifhop  William  de  Carilepbo .  * 
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Loche,  Billhead,  Sticklebacks,  Lamprey,  the  leffer  Lamprey,  Eels, 
Smelts,  and  Samlet.  The  lad,  before  they  go  off  to  fpawn,  are 
obferved  to  be  covered  with  a  white  dime :  they  are  called  here 
Rack-riders ,  becaufe  they  appear  in  winter,  or  bad  weather  ;  Rack , 
in  the  Englijh  of  Shakefpear's  days,  dignifying  the  driving  of  the 
clouds  by  tempefts,  a  word  dill  retained  here. 

That  which  is  now  a  horfe,  even  with  a  thought 
The  Rack  diflimns,  and  makes  it  indillinft 
As  water  is  in  water. 

Antony  and  Cleopatra.  Aft  iv. 

There  is  no  inconfiderable  manufacture,  at  Durham ,  of  fhalloons, 
tammies,  ftripes  and  callamancoes.  I  had  heard  on  my  road  many 
complaints  of  the  ecclefiaftical  government  this  county  is  fubjeCt  to.; 
but,  -from  the  general  face  of  the  country,  it  feems  to  thrive  won¬ 
derfully  under  them. 


Saw  Cokin ,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Car  \  a  mod  romantic  fituation, 
layed  out  with  great  judgment :  the  walks  are  very  extenfive, 
principally  along  the  fides  or  at  the  bottom  of  deep  dells,  bounded 
with  vaft  precipices,  finely  wooded ;  and  many  parts  of  the  rocks 
are  planted  with  vines,  which  I  was  told  bore  well,  but  late.  The 
river  Were  winds  along  the  hollows,  and  forms  two  very  fine  reaches 
at  the  place  where  you  enter  thefe  walks.  Its  waters  are  very  clear, 
and  its  bottom  a  folid  rock.  The  view  towards  the  ruins  of 
Finchal- Abbey  is  remarkably  great ;  and  the  walk  beneath  the 
cliffs  has  a  magnificent  folemnity,  a  fit  retreat  for  its  monadic  in¬ 
habitants.  This  was  once  called  the  Defert,  and  was  the  rude 
fcene  of  the  auderities  of  St.  Godnc ,  who  carried  them  to  the  mod 
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feftfelefs  extravagance*.  A  fober  mind  may  even  at  pfefent  be 
affe&ed  with  horror  at  the  profped  from  the  fummits  of  the  cliffs 
into  a  darkfome  and  ftupendous  chafm,  rendered  ftill  more  tre¬ 
mendous  by  the  roaring  of  the  waters  over  its  diftant  bottom. 

Paired  through  Chefter-le-Street ,  a  fmall  town,  near  which  is 
Lumley-Caftle ,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Scarborough ;  a  place,  as  I 
was  told,  very  well  worth  feeing  j  but  unfortunately  it  proved  a 
public  day,  ( i.  e.  a  day  when  the  whole  country  is  admitted,  and 
the  inquifitive  traveller  who  may  never  pafs  that  road  again,  alone 
excluded)  and  fo  I  loll  fight  of  it.  The  trad  from  Durham  to 
Newcaftle  was  very  beautiful ;  the  rifings  gentle,  and  prettily 
wooded,  and  the  views  agreeable ;  that  on  the  borders  remarkably 
fine,  there  being,  from  an  eminence  not  fa t  from  the  capital  of 

%  St.  Godric  was  born  at  Walpole  in  Norfolk,  and  being  an  itinerant  merchant, 
got  acquainted  with  St.  Cuthbert  at  Farn  IJland.  He  made  three  pilgrimages  to 
Jerufylem ;  at  length,  was  warned  by  a  vifion  to  fettle  in  the  defert  of  Finchah 
He  lived  an  hermitical  life  there  during  63  years,  and  pra£lifed  unheard-of  aufle- 
rities :  he  wore  an  iron  Ihirt  next  his  fkin,  day  and  night,  and  wore  out  three  : 
he  mingled  a  dies  with  the  Hour  he  made  his  bread  of ;  and,  lead  it  fhould  then  be 
too  good,  kept  it  three  or  four  months  before  he  ventured  to  eat  it.  In  winter,  as 
well  as  fummer,  he  paffed  whole  nights,  up  to  his  chin  in  water,  at  his  devotions. 
Like  St.  Antony ,  he  was  often  haunted  by  fiends  in  various  fhapes ;  fometimes  in 
form  of  beautiful  damfels,  fo  was  vifited  with  evil  concupifcence,  which  he  cured 
by  rolling  naked  among  thorns  and  briars  :  his  body  grew  ulcerated  ;  but,  to  en- 
creafe  his  pain,  he  poured  fait  into  the  wounds :  wrought  many  miracles,  and  died 
1170.  Britannia  facra ,  304.  About  ten  years  after  his  deceafe,  a  Benedidinp 
priory  of  thirteen  monks  was  founded  there  in  his  honor,  by  Hugh  Pudfey ,  Bidiop 
'of  Durham « 


Nor  l  hum- 
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Northumberland ,  an  extenftve  view  of  a  rich  country,  watered  by 
the  coaly  Tyne.  Reach 

Newcastle,  a  large  town,  divided  into  two  unequal  parts  by  Newcastle, 
the  river,  and  both  Tides  very  fteep  :  the  lower  parts,  very  dirty  and 
difagreeable,  are  inhabited  by  Keelmen  and  their  families,  a  muti¬ 
nous  race;  for  which  reafon  this  town  is  always  garrifoned:  in  the 
upper  parts  are  feveral  handfome  well-built  ftreets. 

The  great  bufinefs  of  the  place  is  the  coal  trade.  The  collieries 
lie  at  different  diftances,  from  five  to  eighteen  miles  from  the  river ; 
and  the  coal  is  brought  down  in  waggons  along  rail  roads,  and  dif* 
charged  from  covered  buildings  at  the  edge  of  the  water  into  the 
keels  or  boats  that  are, to  convey  it  on  fhipboard.  Thefe  boats  are 
ftrong,  clumfy  and  round,  will  carry  about  25  tuns  each ;  fome- 
times  are  navigated  with  a  fquare  fail,  but  generally  are  worked 
with  two  vaft  oars*  No  fhips  of  large  burthen  come  up  as  high  as 
Newcajile ,  but  are  obliged  to  lie  at  Shields ,  a  few  miles  down  the 
river,  where  ftage  coaches  go  thrice  every  day  for  the  conveniency 
of  paffengers.  This  country  is  moft  remarkably  populous ;  Newcajile 
alone  contains  near  40,000  inhabitants ;  and  there  are  at  left  400 
fail  of  fhips  belonging  to  that  town  and  its  port.  The  effeft  of  the 
vaft  commerce  of  this  place  is  very  apparent  for  many  miles  round; 
the  country  is  finely  cultivated,  and  bears  a  moft  thriving  and  opu¬ 
lent  afpedh 

Left  Newcajile ;  the  country  in  general  flat;  paflfed  by  a  large  July.  13 

ftone  column  with  three  dials  on  the  capital,  with  feveral  fcripture 
texts  on  the  fides,  called  here  Pigg's  Folly,  from  the  founder. 

A  few  miles  further  is  Stannington  Bridge,  a  pleafant  village. 

Morpeth ,  a  fmall  town  with  a  neat  town-houfe,  and  a  tower  for  the 
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Alnwick 

Castle. 


bel!  near  it.  The  caftle  was  on  a  fmall  eminence,  but  the  remains 
are  now  very  inconfiderable.  Some  attempt  was  made  a  few  years 
ago  to  introduce  the  Manchefter  manufacture,  but  without  fuccefs. 
There  is  a  remarkable  fiery  of  this  place,  that  the  inhabitants  re¬ 
duced  their  own  town  to  afhes,  on  the  approach  of  King  John, 
A.  D.  1215,  out  of  pure  hatred  to  their  monarch,  in  order  that  he 
might  not  find  any  flielter  there. 

This  place  gave  birth  to  William  \ Turner ,  as  Dr.  Fuller  exprefies 
it,  an  excellent  Latinijl ,  Grecian ,  Or  at  our ,  and  Poet\  he  might 
have  added  polemic  divine,  champion  and  fufferer  in  the  proteflant 
caufe,  phyfician  and  naturalift.  His  botanic  writings  are  among 
the  firfl  we  had,  and  certainly  the  beft  of  them  •,  and  his  criticifms 
on  the  birds  of  Ariftotle  and  Pliny  are  very  judicious.*  He  was -the 
firfl  who  fiung  any  light  on  thofe  fubjeCls  in  our  ifiand ;  therefore 
clames  from  a  naturalift  this  tribute  to  his  memory  *  . 

Felton ,  a  pleafant  village  on  the  Coquet ,  which,  fome  few  miles 
lower,  difeharges  itfelf  into  the  fea,  oppofite  to  a  fmall  ifie  of  the 
fame  name,  remarkable  for  the  multitudes  of  water-fowl  which  re¬ 
fort  there  to  breed. 

At  Alnwick ,  a  final!  town?  the  traveller  is  difappointed  with  the 
fituation  and  environs  of  the  caftle,  the  refidence  of  the  Percies ,  the 
antient  Earls  of  Northumberland .  You  look  in  vain  for  any  marks 
of  the  grandeur  of  the  feudal  age  ^  for  trophies  won  by  a  family 
eminent  in  our  annals  for  military  prowefs  and  deeds  of  chivalry  ; 
for  halls  hung  with  helms  and  hauberks,  or  with  the  fpoils  of  the 
chace  j  for  extenfive  forefts,  and  venerable  oaks.  You  look  in  vain 

*  He  was  born  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  died  in  1568. 
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for  the  helmet  on  the  tower,  the  antient  fignal  of  hofpitality  to  the 
traveller,  or  for  the  grey-headed  porter  to  conduct  him  to  the  hall 
of  entertainment.  The  numerous  train,  whofe  countenances  gave 
welcome  to  him  on  his  way,  are  now  no  more ;  and  indead  of  the 
difinterefted  udier  of  the  old  times,  he  is  attended  by  a  valet  eager 
to  receive  the  fees  of  admittance. 

There  is  vad  grandeur  in  the  appearance  of  the  outfide  of  the 
cadle;  the  towers  magnificent,  but  injured  by  the  numbers  of  rude 
datues  crouded  on  the  battlements.  The  apartments  are  large, 
and  lately  finifhed  in  the  gothic  dyle  with  a  mod  incompatible  ele¬ 
gance.  The  gardens  are  equally  inconfident;  trim  to  the  highed 
degree,  and  more  adapted  to  a  villa  near  London ,  than  the  antient 
feat  of  a  great  Baron.  In  a  word,  nothing,  excepting  the  numbers 
of  unindudrious  poor  that  fwarm  at  the  gate,  excites  any  one  idea 
of  its  former  circumdances. 

A  dage  further  is  Belford ,  the  feat  of  Abraham  Dixon,,  Efq;  a 
modern  houfe ;  the  front  has  a  mod  beautiful  fimplicity  in  it  :  the 
grounds  improved  as  far  as  the  art  of  hufbandry  can  reach ;  the 
plantations  large  and  flourilhing :  a  new  and  neat  town,  indead  of 
the  former  wretched  cottages ;  and  an  indudrious  race,  indead  of 
an  idle  poor,  at  prefent  fill  the,  edate. 

On  an  eminence  on  the  fea  coad,  about  four  miles  from  Belford , 
is  the  very  antient  cadle  of  Bamborough ,  built  by  Ida,  fird  king  of 
the  Northumbrians ,  A.  D.  548.  But,  according  to  the  conjecture 
of  an  antiquarian  I  met  with  there,  on  the  fite  of  a  Roman  fortrefs. 
It  was  alfo  his  opinion,  that  the  fquare  tower  was  actually  the  work 
of  the  Romans,  it  had  been  of  great  drength ;  the  hill  it  is  founded 
on  is  exc.edively  deep  on  all  fides,  and  acceffible  only  by  Bights  of 
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Heps  on  the  Youth  eaft.  The  ruins  are  Hill  confiderable,  but  many 
of  them  now  filled  with  fand,  caught  up  by  the  winds  which  rage 
here  with  great  violence,  and  carried  to  very  diftant  places.  The 
remains  of  a  great  hall  are  very  fingular ;  it  had  been  warmed  by- 
two  fire-places  of  a  vaft  fize,  and  from  the  top  of  every  window 
ran  a  flue,  like  that  of  a  chimney,  which  reached  the  fummits  of 
the  battlements.  Thefe  flues  feem  defigned  as  fo  many  fupernu- 
merary  chimnies,  to  give  vent  to  the  fmoke  that  the  immenfe  fires 
of  thofe  hofpitable  times  filled  the  rooms  with :  halls  fmoky,  but 
filled  with  good  cheer,  were  in  thofe  days  thought  no  inconvenience. 
Thus  my  brave  countryman  Howel  ap  Rys ,  when  his  enemies  had 
fired  his  houfe  about  his  ears,  told  his  people  to  rife  and  defend 
themfelves  like  men,  for  fhame,  for  he  had  knowne  there  as  greate  a 
fmoake  in  that  hall  upon  a  Chriftmas  even  *. 

This  cattle,  and  the  manour  belonging  to  it,  was  once  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Forfters  \  but  purchafed  by  Lord  Crew ,  Bittiop  of 
Durham ,  and  with  other  confiderable  eftates,  left  vetted  in  Truftees,. 
to  be  applied  to  unconfined  charitable  ufes.  Three  of  thefe  Truf- 
tees  are  a  majority  :  one  of  them  makes  this  place  his  refidence, 
and  blelfes  the  coatt  by  his  judicious  and  humane  application  of  the 
Prelate’s  generous  bequeft.  He  has  repaired  and  rendered  habit¬ 
able  the  great  fquare  tower  :  the  part  referved  for  himfelf  and  fa¬ 
mily  is  a  large  hall  and  a  few  fmaller  apartments  ^  but  the  reft  of 
the  lpacious  edifice  is  allotted  for  purpofes  which  make  the  heart 
to  glow  with  joy  when  thought  of.  The  upper  part  is  an  ample 
granary  j  from  whence  com  is  difpenced  to  the  poor  without 


*'  Hi/?,  Gnyedir  family ,  1 1 8  * 


diftindtion,- 


I  N  SCOTLAND. 


35 


didinftion,  even  in  the  cleared  time,  at  the  rate  of  four  fhillings  a 
bufliei ;  and  the  didreffed,  for  many  miles  round,  often  experience 
the  conveniency  of  this  benefaction. 

Other  apartments  are  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  fhipwrecked 
Tailors  ^  and  bedding  is  provided  for  thirty,  fhould  luch  a  number 
happen  to  be  cad  on  fhore  at  the  fame  time.  A  condant  patrole 
is  kept  every  ftormy  night  along  this  tempeduous  coad,  for  above 
eight  miles,  the  length  of  the  manour,  by  which  means  numbers  of 
lives  have  been  preferved.  Many  poor  wretches  are  often  found  on 
the  fhore  in  a  date  of  infenfibility  ;  but  by  timely  relief,  are  loon 
brought  to  themfelves. 

It  often  happens,  that  fhips  drike  in  fuch  a  manner  on  the  rocks 
as  to  be  capable  of  relief,  in  cafe  numbers  of  people  could  be 
fuddenly  affembled :  for  that  purpofe  a  cannon  *  is  fixed  on  the  top 
of  the  tower,  which  is  fired  once,  if  the  accident  happens  in  fuch  a 
quarter;  twice,  if  in  another;  and  thrice,  if  in  fuch  a  place.  By 
thefe  fignals  the  country  people  are  directed  to  the  fpot  they  are  to 
fly  to ;  and  by  this  means,  frequently  preferve  not  only  the  crew, 
but  even  the  veffel ;  for  machines  of  different  kinds  are  always  in 
readinefs  to  heave  diips  out  of  their  perillous  fituation. 

In  a  word,  all  the  fchemes  of  this  worthy  Trudee  have  a  hu¬ 
mane  and  ufeful  tendency  :  he  feems  as  if  feledted  from  his  brethren 
for  the  fame  purpofes  as  Spenfer  tells  us  the  drd  of  his  feven  Beadfmen 
in  the  houfe  of  bolinejfe  was. 

*  Once  belonging  ’to  a  Dutch  frigate  of  40  guns ;  which,  with  all  the  crew,  was 
loft  oppofite  to  the  caftle,  about  fixty  years  ago. 
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The  firft  of  them  ,  that  eldeft  was  and  bed, 

Of  all  the  houfe  had  charge  and  government, 

As  guardian  and  ileward  of  the  reft  : 

His  office  was  to  give  entertainement 
And  lodging  unto  all  that  came  and  went : 

Not  unto  fuch  as  could  him  feaft  againe 
And  doubly  quite  for  that  he  on  them  fpent  % 

But  fuch  as  want  of  harbour  did  conftraine  ; 

Thofe,  for  God’s  fake,  his  dewty  was  to  entertaine 

Oppofite  to  Bamborough  lie  the  Farn  iflands,  which  form  two 
groupes  of  little  ifles  and  rocks  to  the  number  of  feventeen,  but  at 
low  water  the  points  of  others  appear  above  the  furface ;  they  all 
are  diftinguifhed  by  particular  names.  The  neareft  ifle  to  the  fhore 
is  that  called  the  Houfe  IJland ,  which  lies  exactly  one  mile  68  chains 
from  the  coafl :  the  moil  diftant  is  about  feven  or  eight  miles. 
They  are  rented  for  16I.  per  annum  :  their  produce  is  Kelp,  fome 
few  Feathers,  and  a  few  Seals,  which  the  tenant  watches  and  (hoots 
for  the  fake  of  the  oil  and  Heins.  Some  of  them  yield  a  little  grafs, 
and  ferve  to  feed  a  cow  or  two,  which  the  people  are  defperate 
enough  to  tranfport  over  in  their  little  boats. 

Vifited  thefe  iflands  in  a  coble,  a  fafe  but  feemingly  hazardous 
fpecies  of  boat,  long,  narrow,  and  flat-bottomed,  which  is  capable 
of  going  thro5  a  high  fea,  dancing  like  a  cork  on  the  fummits  of 
the  waves. 

Touched  at  the  rock  called  the  Meg,  whitened  with  the  dung  of 
Corvorants  which  almoft  covered  it;'  their  nefts  were  large,  made 
of  tang,  and  exceflively  foetid. 

*  The  Rev,  Thomas  Sharpe ,  B.  D. 
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Rowed  next  to  the  Pinnacles ,  an  ifland  in  the  fartheft  groupe ; 
fo  called  from  home  vail  columnar  rocks  at  the  fouth  end,  even  at 
their  Tides,  and  flat  at  their  tops,  and  entirely  covered  with  Guille¬ 
mots  and  Shags :  the  fowlers  pafs  from  one  to  the  other  of  thefe 
columns  by  means  of  a  narrow  board,  which  they  place  from  top 
to  top,  forming  a  narrow  bridge,  over  fuch  a  horrid  gap  that  the 
very  fight  of  it  ftrikes  one  with  horror. 

Landed  at  a  fmall  ifland,  where  we  found  the  female  Eider  Eider 

•  •  •  •  D  U  C  K.  s 

ducks  *  at  that  time  fitting:  the  lower  part  of  their  nefls  was  made 
of  fea  plants ;  the  upper  part  was  formed  of  the  down  which  they 
pull  off  their  own  breads,  in  which  the  eggs  were  furrounded  and 
warmly  bedded  :  in  fome  were  three,  in  others  five  eggs,  of  a  large 
fize  and  pale  olive  color,  as  fmooth  and  glofiy  as  if  varnifhed  over. 

The  nefls  are  built  on  the  beach,  among  the  loofe  pebbles,  not  far 
from  the  water.  The  Ducks  fit  very  clofe,  nor  will  they  rife  till 
you  almoll  tread  on  them.  The  Drakes  feparate  themfelves  from 
the  females  during  the  breeding  feafon.  We  robbed  a  few  of  their 
nefls  of  the  down,  and  after  carefully  feparating  it  from  the  tang,, 
found  that  the  down  of  one  neft  weighed  only  three  quarters  of  an 
ounce,  but  was  fo  elaflic  as  to  fill  the  crown  of  the  largefl  hat. 

The  people  of  this  country  call  thefe  St.  Cuthberf  s  Ducks,  from  the 
faint  of  the  ifiands  f . 

*  Vide  Br.  Zool.  II.  454.  I  have  been  informed  that  they  alfo  breed  on  bijb- 
Colm ,  in  the  Firth  of  Forth . 

f  I  mull  here  acknowledge  my  obligations  to  Jofeph  Banks ,  Efq;  who,  previous 
to  his  circumnavigation,  liberally  permitted  my  artift  to  take  copies  of  his  valuable 
colle&ion  of  Zoologic  drawings  ;  amongft  others,  thofe  of  the  Eider  Ducks. 
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Befides  thefe  birds,  I  obferved  the  following  : 

Puffins,  called  here  Tom  Noddies , 

Auks,  here  Shuts , 

Guillemots, 

Black  Guillemots, 

Little  Auks, 

Shiel  Ducks, 

Shags, 

Corvorants, 

Black  and  white  Gulls, 

Brown  and  white  Gulls, 

Pierring  Gulls,  which  I  was  told  fed  fometinies  on  eggs  of 
other  birds. 

Common  Gulls,  here  Anneis , 

Kittiwakes,  or  Tarrocks, 

Pewit  Gulls, 

Great  Terns, 

Sea  Pies, 

Sea  Larks,  here  Brokets , 

Jackdaws,  which  breed  in  rabbet-holes. 

Rock  Pidgeons, 

Rock  Larks. 

The  Terns  were  fo  numerous,  that  in  fome  places  it  was  difficult 
to  tread  without  cruffiing  fome  of  the  eggs. 

The  lad  ifle  I  vifited  was  the  Houfe  IJland ,  the  fequedered  fpot 
where  St.  Cuthbert  paffed  the  two  lad  years  of  his  life.  Here  was 
afterwards  edablifhed  a  priory  of  Benedictines  for  fix  or  eight  Monks 
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iubordinate  to  Durham .  A  fquare  tower,  the  remains  of  a  church, 
and  fome  other  buildings,  are  to  be  feen  there  fbill  ^  and  a  flone 
coffin,  which,  it  is  pretended,,  was  that  of  St.  Cuthhert.  At  the 
north  end  of  the  ifle  is  a  deep  chafin,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom 
of  the  rock,  communicating  to  the  fea ;  through  which,  in  tem- 
pefluous  weather,  the  water  is  forced  with  vaft  violence  and  noife, 
and  forms  a  fin t  jet  d’  eau  of  fixty  feet  high  :  it  is  called  by  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  oppofite  coafl  the  Churn. 

Reached  fhore  through  a  moft  turbulent  rippling,  occafioned 
by  the  fierce  current  of  the  tides  between  the  iflands  and  the 
coafl. 

Purfued  my  journey  northward.  Saw  at  a  diflance  the  Cheviot 
hills ;  on  which,  I  was  informed,  the  green  Plovers  breed ;  and 
that,  during  winter,  flocks  innumerable  of  the  great  Bramblings, 
or  Snow-flakes,  appear ;  the  moft  fouthern  place  of  their  migration, 
in  large  companies. 

The  country  almoft  woodlefs,  there  being  but  one  wood  of  any 
confequence  between  Belford  and  Berwick.  Saw  on  the  left  an  an¬ 
cient  tower,  which  fhewed  the  character  of  the  times,  when  it  was 
unhappily  neceflary,  on  thefe  borders,  for  every  hotffie  to  be  a 
fortrefs. 

On  the  right,  had  a  view  of  the  fea,  and,  not  remote  from  the 
land,  of  Lindesfarn ,  or  Holy  Ifland,  once  an  epifcopal  feat,  after¬ 
wards  tranflated  to  Durham.  On  it  are  the  ruins  of  a  caftle  and  a 
church.  In  fome  parts  are  abundance  of  Entrochi ,  which  are  called 
by  the  country  people  St.  Cuthhert' s  beads. 

After  a.few  miles  riding,  have  a  full  view  of  Berwick ,  and  the 
river  Tweed  winding  weitward  ior  a  confiderable  way  up  the 

country  % 


July  17  .■ 


A  TOUR 


49 


* 


✓ 


Salmon 

Fishery. 


country;  but  its  banks  were  without  any  particular  charms  % 
being  almoft  woodlefs.  The  river  is  broad;  and  has  over  it  a 
bridge  of  fixteen  very  handfome  arches,  efpecially  two  next  the 
town. 

Berwick  is  fortified  in  the  modern  way ;  but  is  much  contra6led 
in  its  extent  to  what  it  was  formerly ;  the  old  caflle  and  works  now 
lying  at  fome  diflancc  beyond  the  prefent  ramparts.  The  barracks 
are  large,  confift  of  a  center  and  two  wings.  The  church  was 
built  by  Cromwel ,  and,  according  to  the  fpirit  of  the  builder,  with¬ 
out  a  fteeple.  Even  in  Northumberland ,  (towards  the  borders)  the 
fleeples  grow  lefs  and  lefs,  and  as  it  were  forewarned  the  traveller 
that  he  was  fpeedily  to  take  leave  of  epifcopacy.  The  town-houfe 
has  a  large  and  handfome  modern  tower  to  it :  the  flreets  in  general 
are  narrow  and  bad,  except  that  in  which  the  town-houfe  ftands. 

Abundance  of  wool  is  exported  from  this  town  :  eggs  in  vaft 
abundance  colledted  through  all  the  country,  almofl:  as  far  as 
Carlijle :  they  are  packed  up  in  boxes,  with  the  thick  end  down¬ 
wards,  and  are  fent  to  London  for  the  ufe  of  fugar  refiners.  I  was 
told  that  as  many  are  exported  as  bring  in  annually  the  fum  of 
fourteen  thoufand  pounds. 

The  falmon  fifheries  here  are  very  confiderable,  and  likewife 
bring  in  vaft  fums  :  they  lie  on  each  fide  the  river,  and  are  ail  pri¬ 
vate  property,  except  what  belongs  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of 
Durham ,  which,  in  rent  and  tythe  of  fifh,  brings  in  450 1.  per  ann.y 
for  all  the  other  fifheries  are  liable  to  tythe.  The  common  rents  of 


*  I  was  informed  that  the  beautiful  banks  of  the  Tweed  verify  the  old  fong  at  the 
palTage  at  Coldjlream*. 
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thofe  are  50 1,  a  year,  for  which  tenants  have  as  much  fhore  as 
ferves  to  launch  out  and  draw  their  nets  on  fhore :  the  limits  of  each 
are  flaked ;  and  I  obferved  that  the  fifhers  never  failed  going  as 
near  as  poffible  to  their  neighbour’s  limits.  One  man  goes  off  in  a 
fmall  flat-bottomed  boat,  fquare  at  one  end,  and  taking  as  large  a 
circuit  as  his  net  admits,  brings  it  on  fhore  at  the  extremity  of  his 
boundary,  where  others  afiifl  in  landing  it.  The  bed  fifhery  is  on 

the  fouth  fide  * :  very  fine  falmon  trout  are  often  taken  here,  which 
come  up  to  fpawn  from  the  fea,  and  return  in  the  fame  manner  as 
the  falmon  do.  The  chief  import  is  timber  from  Norway  and  the 
Baltic . 

Almoft  immediately  on  leaving  Berwick ,  enter 

SCOTLAND, 

in  the  fhire  of  Merch ,  or  Mers  f.  A  little  way  from  Berwick ,  on 
the  weft,  is  Halydon  hill,  famous  for  the  overthrow  of  the  Scots 
under  the  regent  Douglas ,  by  Edward  III.  on  the  attempt  of  the 
former  to  raife  the  fiege  of  the  town.  A  cruel  a«5lion  blafted  the 

*  For  a  fuller  account  of  this  filheiy,  vide  Britijh  Zoology ,  III.  241.  To  it  may 
alfo  be  added,  that  in  the  middle  of  the  river,  not  a  mile  well  of  the  town,  is  a 
large  done,  on  which  a  man  is  placed,  to  obferve  what  is  called  the  reck  of  the 
falmon  coming  up. 

f  Boethius  fays,  that  in  his  time  budards  were  found  in  this  county ;  but 
they  are  now  extirpated :  the  hidorian  calls  them  Guji aretes ,  Defc,  Scot .  xiii. 
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laurels  of  the  conqueror  :  Seton,  the  deputy  governor  *,  ftipulated 
to  furrender  in  fifteen  days,  if  not  relieved  in  that  time,  and  gave 
his  fon  as  hoftage  for  the  performance.  The  time  elapSed;  Set  on 
refufed  to  execute  the  agreement,  and  with  a  Roman  unfeelingnefs 
beheld  the  unhappy  youth  hung  before  the  walls. 

The  entrance  into  Scotland  has  a  very  unpromifing  look  ;  for  it 
wanted,  for  fome  miles,  the  cultivation  of  the  parts  more  diftant 
from  England:  but  the  borders  were  necefiarily  negle&ed  ;  for,  till 
the  accefiion  of  James  VI.  and  even  long  after,  the  national  enmity 
was  kept  up,  and  the  borderers  of  both  countries  difcouraged  from 
improvement,  by  the  barbarous  inroads  of  each  nation.  This  in¬ 
attention  to  agriculture  continued  till  lately  •,  but  on  reaching  the 
fmall  village  of  Eytown ,  the  fcene  was  greatly  altered ;  the  wretched 
cottages,  or  rather  hovels  of  the  country,  were  vanifhing;  good 
comfortable  houfes  arile  in  their  (lead ;  the  lands  are  inclofing,  and 
yield  very  good  barley,  oats,  and  clover ;  the  banks  are  planting : 
I  fpeak  in  the  prefent  tenfe ;  for  there  is  ftill  a  mixture  of  the  old 
negligence  left  amidft  the  recent  improvements,  which  look  like 
the  works  of  a  new  colony  in  a  wretched  impoverished  country. 

Soon  after  the  country  relapfes ;  no  arable  land  is  feen ;  but  for 
four  or  five  miles  Succeeds  the  black  joylefs  heathy  moor  of 
Coldingham :  happily,  this  is  the  whole  Specimen  that  remains  of 
the  many  miles,  which,  not  many  years  ago,  were  in  the  Same 
dreary  unprofitable  ftate.  Near  this  was  the  convent  of  that  name 
immortalized  by  the  heroifm  of  its  Nuns;  who,  to  preferve  them- 

#  Keith ,  the  Governor;  having  a  little  before  left  the  place,  in  order  to  excite 
.Archibald  Douglas,  Regent  of  Scotland,  to  attempt  to  raife  the  fiege. 
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felves  inviolate  from  the  Danes,  cut  off  their  lips  and  nofes  $  and 
thus  rendering  themfelves  objedts  of  horror,  were,  with  their 
abbefs  Ebba* ,  burnt  in  the  monaftery  by  the  difappointed  ra¬ 
vages. 

At  the  end  of  the  moor  came  at  once  in  fight  of  the  Firth  f 
of  Forth,  the  Boderia  of  Ptolemy  ;  a  moft  extenfive  profpedt  of  that 
great  arm  of  the  fea,  of  the  rich  country  of  Eaft  Lothian,  the  Bafts 
IJle  ;  and  at  a  diftance,  the  ifle  of  May,  the  coaft  of  the  county  of 
Fife ,  and  the  country  as  far  as  Montrofe . 

After  going  down  a  long  defcent,  dine  at  Old  C ambus ,  at  a  mean 
houfe,  in  a  poor  village ;  where  I  believe  the  Lord  of  the  foil  is 
often  execrated  by  the  weary  traveller,  for  not  enabling  the  tenant 
to  furnifh  more  comfortable  accommodations,  in  fo  confiderable  a 
thoroughfare. 

The  country  becomes  now  extremely  fine;  bounded  at  a  diftance, 
on  one  fide,  by  hills ;  on  the  other,  by  the  fea  :  the  intervening 
fpace  is  as  rich  a  tradt  of  corn  land  as  I  ever  law ;  for  Eaft  Lothian 
is  the  Northamptonfthire  of  North  Britain :  the  land  is  in  many 
places  manured  with  fea  tang;  but  I  was  informed,  that  the  barley- 
produced  from  it  is  much  lighter  than  barley  from  other  manure. 

*  A.  D.  870, 

f  Bodotria  of  Tacitus ,  who  defcrfbes  the  two  Firths  of  Clyde  and  Forth ,  and  the 
intervening  Ifthmus,  with  much  propriety;  fpeaking  of  the  fourth  fummer  Agricola 
had  palled  in  Britain ,  and  how  convenient  he  found  this  narrow  tradt  for  Ihutting 
out  the  enemy  by  his  fortreffes,  he  fays,  Nam  Glota  (Firth  of  Clyde)  et  Bodotria, 
di'verfi  maris  eeflu  per  immenfum  revefli,  angufto  terrarum  /patio  dirimuntar * 
V-it,  Agr. 
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On  the  fide  of  the  hills,  on  the  left,  is  Sir  John  Hall's ,  of  Bun- 
glas ;  a  fine  fituation,  with  beautiful  plantations.  Pafs  by  Broxmouth , 
a  large  houfe  of  the  Duke  of  Roxborough ,  in  a  low  fpot,  with  great 
woods  furrounding  it.  Reach 
Dunbar,  Dunbar  :  the  chief  ftreet  broad  and  handfome;  the  houfes  built 
of  flone  •,  as  is  the  cafe  with  moft  of  the  towns  in  Scotland .  There 
are  fome  fhips  fent  annually  from  this  place  to  Greenland ,  and  the 
exports  of  corn  are  pretty  confiderable.  The  harbour  is  fafe,  but 
fmall  ^  its  entrance  narrow,  and  bounded  by  two  rocks.  Between 
Columnar  the  harbour  and  the  caflle  is  a  very  furprifing  ftratum  of  flone,  in 
Rocks.  fome  refpefts  refembling  that  of  the  Glands  Caufeway  in  Ireland:  it 
confifts  of  great  columns  of  a  red  grit  flone,  either  triangular,  qua¬ 
drangular,  pentangular,  or  hexangular;  their  diameter  from  one 
to  two  feet,  their  length  at  low  water  thirty,  dipping  or  inclining  a 
little  to  the  fouth. 

They  are  jointed,  but  not  fo  regularly,  or  fo  plainly,  as  thofe 
that  form  the  Gland s  Caufeway.  The  furface  of  feveral  that  had 
been  torn  off,  appear  as  a  pavement  of  numbers  of  convex  ends, 
probably  anfwering  to  the  concave  bottoms  of  other  joints  once 
incumbent  on  them.  The  fpace  between  the  columns  was  filled 
with  thin  lepta  of  red  and  white  fparry  matter  5  and  veins  of  the 
fame  pervaded  the  columns  tranfverfely.  This  range  of  columns 
faces  the  north,  with  a  point  to  the  eaft,  and  extends  in  front 
about  two  hundred  yards.  The  breadth  is  i neon fider able :  the  reft 
of  the  rock  degenerates  into  fhapelefs  maffes  of  the  fame  fort  of  flone, 
irregularly  divided  by  thick  fepta.  This  rock  is  called  by  the 
people  of  Dunbar ,  the  IJle. 


Oppofite 


I  N  SCOTLAND. 


Oppofite  are  the  ruins  of  the  cadle,  feated  on  a  rock  above  the 
fea  ^  underneath  one  part  is  a  vaft  cavern,  compofed  of  a  black  and 
red  done,  which  gives  it  a  mod  infernal  appearance ;  a  fit  repre- 
fentation  of  the  pit  of  Acheron ,  and  wanted  only  to  be  peopled  with 
witches  to  make  the  fcene  complete :  it  appears  to  have  been  the 
dungeon,  there  being  a  formed  pafiage  from  above,  where  the  poor 
prifoners  might  have  been  let  down,  according  to  the  barbarous 
cudom  of  war  in  early  days.  There  are  in  fome  parts,  where  the 
rock  did  not  clofe,  the  remains  of  walls  j  for  the  openings  are  only 
natural  fifiures ;  but  the  founders  of  the  cadle  taking  advantage  of 
this  cavity,  adding  a  little  art  to  it,  rendered  it  a  mod  complete 
and  fecure  prifon. 

On  the  other  fide  are  two  natural  arches,  through  which  the  tide 
flowed ;  under  one  was  a  fragment  of  wall,  where  there  feems  to 
have  been  a  portal  for  the  admiflion  of  men  or  provifions  from  fea : 
through  which,  it  is  probable  that  Alexander  Ramfay ,  in  a  fiormy 
night,  reinforced  the  garrifon,  in  fpite  of  the  fleet  which  lay  before 
the  place,  when  clofely  befieged  by  the  Englijhy  in  1337,  and  gal¬ 
lantly  defended  for  nineteen  weeks  by  that  heroine  black  Agnes  y 
Countefs  of  March  *. 

Through  one  of  thefe  arches  was  a  mod  pidlurefque  view  of  the 
Bafs  IJley  with  the  fun  fetting  in  full  fplendor  -y  through  the  other 
of  the  May  ifland,  gilt  by  its  beams. 


*  Buchanan ,  lib.  ix.  c.  25.  The  Englijh  were  obliged  to  defiil  from  their  enter- 
prize.  Agnes  was  elded  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas  Randal ,  of  Stradowu,  Earl  of 
Murray ,  and  nephew  to  Robert  Bruce.  She  was  called  black  Annes ,  fays  Robert 
Lindefay ,  becaufe  die  was  black-lkinned. 
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Over  the  ruins  of  a  window  were  the  three  legs,  or  arms  of  the 
Ifle  of  Man,  a  lion  rampant,  and  a  St.  Andrew's  crofs. 

In  the  church  is  the  magnificent  monument  of  Sir  George  Hume , 
Earl  of  Dunbar ,  the  worthiefl  and  beft  Scotch  Minifler  of  Jaynes  VL 
till  he  chofe  his  favorites  for  their  perfonal,  inflead  of  their  intellec¬ 
tual  accomplifhments :  moderate,  prudent,  and  fuccefsfull  in  the 
management  of  the  Scotch  affairs :  and,  as  Spotfwood  remarks,  4  a 
4  man  of  deep  wit,  few  words,  and  in  his  Majefly’s  fervice  no  Ids 
4  faithfull  than  fortunate :  the  moft  difficile  affairs  he  compaffed 
4  without  any  noife  5  and  never  returned  when  he  was  employed 
4  without  the  work  performed  that  he  was  fent  to  do : 5  to  his  honor, 
he  recommended  the  temperate,  firm,  and  hen  eft  Abbot  to  the  fee 
of  Canterbury ,  and  by  his  affiflance  gave  peace  to  the  Church  of 
Scotland ,  too  foon  interrupted  by  their  deaths.  Dunbar's  merit  is 
evident 5  for  the  weakneffes  and  the  infamy  of  his  Mailer’s  reign 
did  not  commence  during  the  period  of  his  power. 

The  monument  is  a  large  and  beautiful!  ftrudture  of  marble, 
decorated  with  arms,  figures,  and  fluted  pillars.  The  Earl  is  re- 
prefented  in  armour,  kneeling 5  with  a  cloak  hanging  loofely  on 
him.  The  infcription  imports  no  more  than  his  titles  and  the  day 
of  his  death,  January  29th,  1610. 

Near  this  town  were  fought  two  battles  fatal  to  the  Scots,  The 
firft  in  12965  when  the  Earls  of  Surry  and  Warwick ,  Generals  of 
Edward  I.  defeated  the  army  of  Baliol,  took  the  caftle,  and  deli¬ 
vered  the  nobility  tney  found  in  it  to  the  Englijh  monarch, 
who,  with  his  ufual  cruelty,  devoted  them  all  to  death. 

The  other  was  the  celebrated  victory  of  Cromwcl ,  in  16505 
when  the  covenanting  army  chofe  to  fight  rather  under  the  diredtion 
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of  the  Minifters  than  the  commmand  of  their  Generals :  and  the 
event  was  correfpondent.  Thefe  falfe  prophets  gave  the  troops 
affurance  of  victory ;  and  many  of  them  fell  in  the  fight  with  the 
lying  fpirit  in  their  mouths.  Cromwel  had  the  appearance  of  enthu- 
fiafm ;  they  the  reality  :  for  when  the  artfull  ufurper  faw  their 
troops  defcend  from  the  heights  from  whence  t’hey  might  without  a 
blow  have  ftarved  the  whole  Englijh  army,  he  with  a  well-founded 
confidence,  exclamed,  THE  LORD  HATH  DELIVERED 
THEM  INTO  OUR  HANDS. 

But  the  caftle  has  been  the  fcene  of  very  different  tranfadions. 
In  1567  it  was  in  poffdfion  of  the  infamous  Earl  Bothwell. ,  who 
here  committed  the  fimulated  outrage  on  the  perfon  of  the  fair 
Mary  Stuart :  the  certainly  feems  to  have  had  foreknowledge  of  the 
violence  ;  and  the  affront  fhe  fuflained,  was  but  a  pignus  direptum 
male  pertinaci.  Here  alfo  the  Earl  retreated,  after  being  given 
up  by  his  miftrefs  at  the  capitulation  of  Carberry  hill ;  and  from 
hence  he  took  his  departure  for  his  long  but  merited  mifery. 

In  this  town  was  a  convent  of  Mathurines ,  founded  by  Patrick 
Earl  of  Dunbar  and  March ,  in  1 2 1 8  j  and  another  of  Carmelites 
or  white  friers,  in  1263. 

Rode  within  fight  of  Pantallon  caftle,  now  a  wretched  ruin  ;  once 
the  feat  of  the  powerfull  Archibald  Douglas ,  Earl  of  Angus ,  which 
for  fome  time  refilled  all  the  efforts  of  James  V.  to  fubdue  it. 

A  little  further,  about  a  mile  from  the  Ihore,  lies  the  Bafs 
Eland,  or  rather  rock,  of  a  moft  ltupendous  height ;  on  the  fouth 
fide  the  top  appears  of  a  conic  fhape,  but  the  other  over-hangs  the 
lea  in  a  moft  tremendous  manner.  The  caftle,  which  was  once 
the  ftate  prifon  of  Scotland ,  is  nowr  negleded :  it  lies  clofe  to  the 
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edge  of  the  precipice,  facing  the  little  village  of  Caftleton ;  where  1 
took  boat,  in  order  to  vifit  this  Angular  fpot ;  but  the  weather 
proved  unfavorable,  the  wind  blew  fo  frefh,  and  the  waves  ran  fo 
high,  that  it  was  impofiible  to  attempt  landing  ;  for  even  in  calmer 
weather  it  cannot  be  done  without  hazard,  there  being  a  fteep  rock 
to  afcend,  and  commonly  a  great  fwell,  which  often  removes  the 
boat,  while  you  are  fcaling  the  precipice ;  fo,  in  cafe  of  a  falfe 
ftep,  there  is  the  chance  of  falling  into  a  water  almoft  unfathom¬ 
able. 

Various  forts  of  water  fowl  repair  annually  to  this  rock  to  breeds 
Gannets.  but  none  in  greater  numbers  than  the  Garnets ,  or  Soland  geefe, 
multitudes  of  which  were  then  fitting  on  their  nefts  near  the  doping 
part  of  the  ifle,  and  others  flying  over  our  boat :  it  is  not  permitted 
to  fhoot  at  them,  the  place  being  farmed  principally  on  account  of 
the  profit  arifing  from  the  fale  of  the  young  of  thefe  birds,  and  of 
the  Kittiwake ,  a  fpecies  of  gull,  fo  called  from  its  cry.  The  firfl 
are  fold  at  Edinburgh  *  for  twenty-pence  apiece,  and  ferved  up 
roafled  a  little  before  dinner.  This'  is  the  only  kind  of  proviflon 
whofe  price  has  not  been  advanced;  for  we  learn  from  Mr.  Ray> 
that  it  was  equally  dear  above  a  century  ago  f .  It  is  unneceflary 

*  S  O  L  A  N  GOOSE. 

There  is  to  be  fold,  by  John  Watson,  Jum  at  his  Stand  at  the  Poulty, 
Edinburgh ,  all  lawful  days  in  the  week,  wind  and  weather  ferving,  good  and  frelh 
Solan  Geefe.  Any  who  have  occaiion  for  the  fame  may  have  them  at  reafonable 
rates. 

Aug .  5,  1768'.  Edinburgh  Advertiser. 

f  Ray's  Itineraries ,  1 92s 
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to  fay  more  of  this  fingular  bird,  as  it  has  been  very  fully  treated 
of  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Britiftj  Zoology. 

With  much  difficulty  landed  at  North  Berwick,  three  miles 
diftant  from  Caftleton ,  the  place  v/e  intended  to  return  to.  The 
fir  it  is  a  fmali  town,  pleafantly  feated  near  a  high  conic  hill,  partly- 
planted  with  trees :  it  is  feen  at  a  great  diftance,  and  is  called  the 
Law  of  Berwick ;  a  name  given  to  feveral  other  high  hills  in  this 
part  of  the  ifland. 

%  Pafs  through  Abberladie  and  P  reft  on  Pans :  the  laid  takes  its  name 
from,  its  fait-pans,  there  being  a  confiderable  work  of  that  article ; 
ffifo  another  of  vitriol.  Saw  at  a  fmali  diftance  the  field  of  battle, 
or  rather  of  carnage,  known  by  the  name  of  the  battle  of  Prefton 
Pans ,  where  the  Rebels  gave  a  lefTon  of  feverity,  which  was  more 
than  retaliated,  the  following  fpring,  at  Culloden .  Obferved,  in 
this  day’s  ride,  (I  forget  the  fpot)  Seaton ,  the  once  princely  feat  of 
the  Earl  of  Wintoun ,  now  a  ruin  ;  judicioufty  left  in  that  ftate,  as 
a  proper  remembrance  of  the  fad  fate  of  thofe  who  engage  in  rebel¬ 
lious  politicks.  There  are  great  marks  of  improvement  on  approach¬ 
ing  the  capital  *  the  roads  good,  the  country  very  populous,  num- 
bers  of  manufactures  carried  on,  and  the  profpedt  embellifhed  with 
gentlemen’s  feats.  Reach 
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A  city  that  poffeftes  a  boldnefs  and  grandeur  of  fituation  beyond 
any  that  I  had  ever  feen.  It  is  built  on  the  edges  and  fides  of  a 


*  Known  throughout  the  Highlands  by  the  name  of  Dun-edin . 

H 


5© 


A  TOUR 


yaft  Hoping  rock,  of  a  great  and  precipitous  height  at  the  upper 
extremity,  and  the  fides  declining  very  quick  and  fteep  into  the 

plain.  The  view  of  the  houfes  at  a  diftance  {trikes  the  traveller 
with  wonder  *,  their  own  loftinefs,  improved  by  their  almoft  aerial 
fituation,  gives  them  a  look  of  magnificence  not  to  be  found  in  any 
other  part  of  Great  Britain .  All  thefe  confpicuous  buildings  form 
the  upper  part  of  the  great  ilreet,  are  of  {tone,  and  make  a  hand- 
fome  appearance :  they  are  generally  fix  or  feven  ftories  high  in 
fronts  but,  by  reafon  of  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  much  higher 
backward*,  one  in  particular,  called  Babel ,  has  abour  twelve  or 
thirteen  ftories.  Every  houfe  has  a  common  ftaircafe,  and  every 
ftory  is  the  habitation  of  a  feparate  family.  The  inconvenience  of 
this  particular  ftruCture  need  not  be  mentioned ;  notwithftanding 
the  utmoft  attention,  in  the  article  of  cleanlinefs,  is  in  general  ob- 
ferved.  The  common  complaint  of  the  ftreets  of  Edinburgh  is  now 
taken  away,  by  the  vigilance  of  the  magiftrates  %  and  their  feverity 
againft  any  that  offend  in  any  grofs  degree  f .  It  rnuft  be  obferved, 
that  this  unfortunate  fpecies  of  architecture  arofe  from  the  turbu¬ 
lence  of  the  times  in  which  it  was  in  vogue  :  every  body  was  de¬ 
ft  rous  of  getting  as  near  as  poffible  to  the  protection  of  the  caftle ; 

*  The  ftreets  are  cleaned  early  every  morning.  Once  the  City  payed  for 
the  cleaning ;  at  prefent,  it  is  rented  for  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  per 
annum, 

f  In  the  doles,  or  allies,  the  inhabitants  are  very  apt  to  fling  out  their  filth,  &c. 
without  regarding  who  pafles ;  but  the  fufterer  may  call  every  inhabitant  of  the 
houfe  it  came  from  to  account,  and  make  them  prove  the  delinquent,  who  is 
always  punilhed  with  a  heavy  fine. 
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the  houfes  were  crouded  together,  and  I  may  fay,  piled  one  upon 
another,  merely  on  the  principle  of  fecurity* 

The  caftle  is  antient,  but  ftrong,  placed  on  the  fummit  of  the 
hill,  at  the  edge  of  a  very  deep  precipice.  Strangers  are  fnewn  a 
very  fmall  room,  in  which  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  was  delivered  of 
James  VL 

From  this  fortrefs  is  a  full  view  of  the  city  and  its  environs ; 
a  flrange  profpedl  of  rich  country,  with  vaft  rocks  and  mountains 
intermixed.  On  the  fouth  and  eaft  are  the  meadows,  or  the  public 
walks,  Herriot's  hofpital,  part  of  the  town  overfhadowed  by  the 
ftupendous  rocks  of  Arthur's  feat  and  Salujhury'  s  Craigs ,  the  Pentland 
hills  at  a  few  miles  diftance,  and  at  a  Fill  greater,  thole  of  Muirfoot , 
whofe  fides  are  covered  with  verdant  turf. 

To  the  north  is  a  full  view  of  the  Firth  of  Forth ,  from 
Queen's  Ferry  to  its  mouth,  with  its  fouthern  banks  covered  with 
towns  and  villages.  On  the  whole,  the  profped  is  fingular,  va¬ 
rious  and  fine. 

The  refervoir  of  water  *  for  fupplying  the  city  lies  in  the  Caftle - 
ftreet ,  and  is  well  worth  feeing  :  the  great  ciftern  contains  near  two 
hundred  and  thirty  tuns  of  water,  which  is  conveyed  to  the  feveral 
conduits,  that  are  difpofed  at  proper  diftances  in  the  principal 
ftreets ;  thefe  are  conveniences  that  few  towns  in  North  Britain  are 
without. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  High-ftreet ,  is  the  Parlement  Clofe,  a 
fmall  fquare,  in  which  is  the  Parlement  Houfe,  where  the  courts 


#  It  is  conveyed  in  pipes  from  the  Pentland  hills,  five  miles  dillant. 
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of  iuHice  are  held.  Below  fralrs  is  the  Advocate’s  library,  founded 
by  Sir  George  Mackenzie ,  and  now  contains  above  thirty  thoufand 
volumes,  and  feveral  manufcripts  :  among  the  more  curious  are 
the  four  EvangeliHs,  very  legible,  notwithflanding  it  is  faid  to  be 
feveral  hundred  years  old. 

St.  Jerome's  Bible,  wrote  about  the  year  i5ioo. 

A  Malabar  book,  written  on  leaves  of  plants. 

A  jf 'urkijh  manufcript,  illuminated  in  fome  parts  like  a  miflaL 
Elogium  in  fultan  Morad  Jiliumjilii  Soliman  Turciti .  Script .  Conftantino- 
poli>  Anno  Hegira*  992. 

A  Cartulary,  or  records  of  the  monaHeries,  fome  very  antient. 

A  very  large  Bible,  bound  in  four  volumes;  illuHrated  with 
fcripture  prints,  by  the  firH  engravers,  palled  in,  and  colledled  at 
a  vail  expence.  There  are  befides  great  numbers  of  antiquities, 
not  commonly  iliewn,  except  enquired  after. 

The  Luckenbooth  row,  which  contains  the  Eolbooth ,  or  city  prifon, 
and  the  weighing- houfe,  w'hich  brings  in  a  revenue  of  500 1  .per 
annum ,  Hands  in  the  middle  of  the  High-ftreet ,  and,  with  the  guard- 
houfe,  contributes  to  fpoil  as  fine  a  Erect  as  moll  in  Europe ,  being 
in  fome  parts  eighty  feet  wide,  and  finely  built. 

The  exchange  is  a  handfome  modern  building,  in  which  is  the 
euftom-houfe :  the  fir  ft  is  of  no  ufe,  in  its  proper  character  5  for 
the  merchants  always  chufe  Handing  in  the  open  Hreet,  expofed  to 
all  kinds  of  weather. 

The  old  cathedral  is  now  called  the  New  Church,  and  is  divided 
into  four  places  of  worfhip ;  in  one  the  Lords  of  the  Sefiions  at¬ 
tend  :  there  is  alfo  a  throne  and  a  canopy  for  his  MajeHy,  fhould 
he  viftt  this  capital,  and  another  for  the  Lord  Commiffioner,  There 

is 


\ 


is  no  mufic  either  in  this  or  any  other  of  the  Scotch  churches,  for 
Peg  ftill  faints  at  the  found  of  an  organ.  This  is  the  more  fur- 
prizing,  as  the  Dutch,  who  have  the  fame  eftablifhed  religion,  are 
extremely  fond  of  that  folemn  inftrument ;  and  even  in  the 
great  church  of  Geneva  the  Pfalmody  is  accompanied  with  an 
organ. 

The  fame  church  has  a  large  tower,  oddly  terminated  with  a 
fort  of  crown. 

On  the  front  of  a  houfe  in  the  Nether  Bow ,  are  two  fine  profile 
heads  of  a  man  and  woman,  of  Roman  fculpture,  fuppofed  to  be 
thofe  of  Severus  and  Julia :  but,  as  appears  from  an  infcription  * 
made  by  the  perfon  who  put  them  into  the  wall,  were  miftaken  for 
Adam  and  Eve. 

Near  the  T rone  church  are  the  remains  of  the  houfe  once  inha¬ 
bited  by  Mary  Stuart ;  now  a  tavern. 

At  the  end  of  the  Cannongat  e-fir  eet  Hands  Holy-Rood  palace, 
originally  an  abby  founded  by  David  I.  in  1128.  The  towers  on 
the  N.  W.  fide  were  erected  by  James  V.  together  with  other 
buildings,  for  a  royal  refidence :  according  to  the  editor  of  Cambden , 
great  part,  except  the  towers  above-mentioned,  were  burnt  by 
Cromwel ;  but  the  other  towers,  with  the  reft  of  this  magnificent 
palace,  as  it  now  Hands,  were  executed  by  Sir  William  Bruce ,  by 
the  directions  of  Charles  II.  ;  within  is  a  beautifull  fquare,  with 
piazzas  on  every  fide.  It  contains  great  numbers  of  fine  apart- 

*  In  fndore  <vultus  tui  njefceris  pane.  Anno  1621.  Thefe  heads  are  well  engraven 
in  Gordon's  Itinerary,  tab .  iii, 
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merits;  feme,  that  are  called  the  King’s,  are  iu  great  diforder ; 
the  reft  are  granted  to  feveral  of  the  nobility. 

In  the  Earl  of  Breadalbane* s,  are  feme  excellent  portraits, 
particularly  three  full  lengths,  remarkably  fine,  by  Vandyck ,  of 

Henry  Earl  of  Holland, 

William  Duke  of  Newcaftle , 

Charles  Earl  of  Warwick  *  *, 

And  by  Sir  Peter  Lely ,  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Lauderdale , 
and  Edward  Earl  of  Jerfey.  There  is  befides  a  -very  good  head  of 
a  boy,  by  Morrillio ,  and  fome  views  of  the  fine  Scenes  near  his 
Lordftiip’s  feat  at  Lay  mouth. 

At  Lord  Dunmore* s  lodgings  is  a  very  large  piece  of  Charles  L 
and  his  Queen  going  to  ride,  with  the  fky  flowering  rofes  on  them  ; 
a  Black  holds  a  grey  horfe,  the  celebrated  Jeffery  Hudfon  -f-  the  dwarf 
with  a  fpaniel  in  a  firing,  and  feveral  other  dogs  fporting  round : 
the  Queen  is  painted  with  a  love-lock,  and  with  browner  hair  and 
comple&ion,  and  younger,  than  I  ever  faw  her  drawn.  It  is  a 
good  piece,  and  was  the  work  of  Mytens ,  predeceffor  in  fame  to 
Vandyck.  In  the  fame  place  are  two  other  good  portraits  of  Charles 
II.  and  James  VII. 

The  gallery  of  this  palace  takes  up  One  fide,  and  is  filled  with 
colofial  portraits  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland. 

*  I  am  informed  that  the  portraits  of  the  Earls  of  Holland  and  Warwick  are  now 
removed  to  Lay  mouth . 

f  For  a  further  account  of  this  little  hero,  confult  Mr,  Walpole's  Anecdotes  of 
Painting,  II.  p.  8. 
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In  the  old  towers  are  fhewn  the  apartments  where  the  murther 
of  David  Rizzo  was  committed. 

That  beautiful  piece  of  gothic  architecture,  the  church,  or  chapel, 
of  Holy-Rood  Abby ,  is  now  a  ruin,  the  roof  having  fallen  in,  by  a 
mod;  fcandalous  negleCl,  notwithftanding  money  had  been  granted 
by  Government  to  preferve  it  entire.  Beneath  the  ruins  lie  the 
bodies  of  James  II.  and  James  V.  Henry  Darnly ,  and  leveral  other 
perfons  of  rank  :  and  the  infcriptions  on  feveral  of  their  tombs  are 
preferved  by  Maitland.  A  gentleman  informed  me,  that  fome  years 
ago  he  had  feen  the  remains  of  the  bodies,  but  in  a  very  decayed 
Bate ;  the  beards  remained  on  fome ;  and  that  the  bones  of  Henry 
Darnly  proved  their  owner,  by  their  great  fize,  for  he  was  laid  to 
be  feven  feet  high. 

Near  this  palace  is  the  Dark ,  firft  inclofed  by  James  V.  •,  within 
are  the  vaft  rocks  *,  known  by  the  names  of  Arthur's  Seat  and 
Salujhury's  Craigs  \  their  fronts  exhibit  a  romantic  and  wild  fcene  of 
broken  rocks  and  vaft  precipices,  which  from  fome  points  feem  to 
over-hang  the  lower  parts  of  the  city.  Great  columns  of  ftone, 
from  forty  to  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  about  three  feet  in  diameter, 
regularly  pentagonal,  or  hexagonal,  hang  down  the  face  of  fome  of 
thefe  rocks  alrnoft  perpendicularly,  or  with  a  very  flight  dip,  and 
form  a  ftrange  appearance.  Confiderable  quantities  of  ftone  from 
the  quarries  have  been  cut  and  lent  to  London  for  paving  the  ftreets, 
its  great  hardnefs  rendering  it  excellent  for  that  purpofe.  Beneath 
thefe  hills  are  fome  of  the  moft  beautiful!  walks  about  Edinburgh , 
commanding  a  fine  profpedt  over  feveral  parts  of  the  country. 


*  According  to  Maitland their  perpendicular  height  is  656  feet. 
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Herriot’s 

Hospital. 


College. 


On  one  fide  of  the  Park  are  the  ruins  of  St.  Anthony's  chapel, 
once  the  refort  of  numberlefs  votaries. 

The  fouth  part  of  the  city  has  feveral  things  worth  vifiting. 
Herriof  s  hofpital  is  a  fine  old  building,  much  too  magnificent  for 
the  end  propofed,  that  of  educating  poor  children  :  it  was  founded 
by  George  Herr  tot ,  jeweller  to  James  VI.  who  followed  that  monarch 
to  London ,  and  made  a  large  fortune.  There  is  a  fine  view  of  the 
caftle,  and  the  Hoping  part  of  the  city,  from  the  front :  the  gardens 

were  once  the  refort  of  the  gay ;  and  there  the  Scotch  poets  often 
laid,  in  their  comedies,  the  fcenes  of  intrigue. 

In  the  church-yard  of  the  Grey  Friers,  is  the  monument  of  Sir 
George  Mackenzie ,  a  rotunda ;  with  a  multitude  of  other  tombs* 
This  is  one  of  the  few  caemeteries  to  this  populous  city  ,  and  from 
it  is  a  very  fine  view  of  the  caftle,  and  the  lofty  ftreet  that  leads  to 
that  fortrefs. 

The  college  is  a  mean  building',  it  contains  the  houfes  of  the 
Principal  and  a  few7  of  the  Profeflors :  the  Principal’s  houfe  is  fup- 
pofed  to  be  on  the  fite  of  that  in  which  Henry  Harnly  was  murdered, 
then  belonging  to  the  Provoft  of  the  Kirk  of  Field.  The  Undents 
of  the  univerfity  are  difperfed  over  the  town,  and  are  about  fix 
hundred  in  number ;  but  wear  no  academic  habit.  The  ftudents 
are  liable  to  be  called  before  the  Profefiors,  who  have  power  of 
rebuking  or  expelling  them  :  I  cannot  learn  that  either  is  ever 
exerted  ;  but,  as  they  are  for  the  mo  ft  part  volunteers  for  know¬ 
ledge,  few  of  them  defert  her  ftandards.  There  are  twenty- two 
Profeftbrs  of  different  fciences,  moft  of  whom  read  ledtures :  all 
the  chairs  are  very  ably  filled ;  thofe  in  particular  which  relate  to 
the  ftudy  of  medicine,  as  is  evident  from  the  number  of  ingenious 

phyficians. 
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phyftcians,  eleves  of  this  univerfity,  who  prove  the  abilities  of  their 
mailers.  The  Mufienm  had,  for  many  years,  been  negledled ; 
but,  by  the  aflidui ty  of  the  prefen t  Profedor  of  natural  hiilory, 
bids  fair  to  become  a  moil  indruflive  repofitory  of  the  naturatia  of 
thefe  kingdoms. 

The  royal  infirmary  is  a  fpatious  and  handfome  edifice,  capable  Infirmary. 
of  containing  two  hundred  patients.  The  operation-room  is  parti¬ 
cularly  convenient,  the  council-room  elegant,  with  a  good  pidure 
in  it  of  Provoil  Drummond ,  From  the  cupola  of  this  building  is  a 
fine  profped,  and  a  full  view  of  the  city. 

Not  far  from  hence  are  twenty-feven  acres  of  ground,  defigned 
for  a  fquare,  called  George  Square :  a  fmall  portion  is  at  p  refen  t 
built,  confiding  of  fmall  but  commodious  houfes,  in  the  Englijh 
fafhion.  Such  is  the  fpirit  of  improvement,  that  within  thefe  three 
years  fixty  thoufand  pounds  have  been  expended  in  houfes  of  the 
modern  tade,  and  twenty  thoufand  in  the  old. 

Watford  s  hofpital  fhould  not  be  forgot :  a  large  good  building, 
behind  the  Grey  Friers  church  •,  an  excellent  inditution  for  the 
educating  and  apprenticing  the  children  of  decayed  merchants  \ 
who,  after  having  ferved  their  time  with  credit,  receive  fifty  pounds 
to  fet  up  with. 

The  meadows ,  or  public  walks,  are  well  planted,  and  are  very 
extenfive :  thefe  are  the  mall  of  Edinburgh ,  as  Comely  Gardens  are 
its  Vamhall. 

The  Cowgate  is  a  long  ftreet,  running  parallel  with  the  High- 
Jtreet ,  beneath  the  deep  fouthern  declivity  of  the  city,  and  termi¬ 
nates  in  the  Grafs -market\  where  cattle  are  fold,  and  criminate 
executed.  On  feveral  of  the  houfes  are  fmall  iron  erodes, 

I  which. 
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which,  I  was  informed,  denoted  that  they  once  belonged  to  the 
Knights  of  St.  John . 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  city  lies  the  new  town,  which  is  planned 
with  great  judgment,  and  will  prove  a  magnificent  addition  to 
Edinburgh  *,  the  houfes  in  St.  Andrew's  fqnare  cod  from  1800I.  to 
2000I.  each,  and  one  or  two  4000  or  5000I.  They  are  all  built 
in  the  modern  dyle,  and  are  free  from  the  inconveniences  attending 
the  old  city. 

Thefe  improvements  are  connected  to  the  city  by  a  very  beautiful! 
bridge,  whofe  highed  arch  is  ninety-five  feet  high. 

In  the  walk  of  this  evening,  I  paiTed  by  a  deep  and  wide  hollow 
beneath  Call  on  Hill,  the  place  where  thofe  imaginary  criminals, 
witches  and  forcerers,  in  lefs  enlightened  times,  were  burnt ;  and 
where,  at  fedive  feafons,  the  gay  and  gallant  held  their  tilts  and 
tournaments.  At  one  of  thefe,  it  is  faid  that  the  Earl  of  Bothwell 
made  the  firft  impreffion  on  the  fufceptible  heart  of  Mary  Stuart , 
having  galloped  into  the  ring  down  the  dangerous  deeps  of  the 
adjacent  hill ;  for  he  feemed  to  think  that 

Women,  born  to  be  controPd, 

Stoop  to  the  forward  and  the  bold. 

* 

Thefe  defperate  feats  were  the  humour  of  the  times  of  chivalry: 
Brantome  relates,  that  the  Due  de  Nemours  galloped  down  the  deps 
of  the  Saint e  Chappel  at  Paris ,  to  the  adonifhment  of  the  beholders. 
The  men  cultivated  every  exercife  that  could  preferve  or  improve 
their  bodily  drength  *  the  ladies,  every  art  that  tended  to  exalt 
their  charms  :  Mary  is  reported  to  have  ufed  a  bath  of  white  wine ; 
a  cudorn  drange,  but  not  without  precedent.  Jaques  du  Fouilloux , 

enraptured 
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enraptured  with  a  country  girl,  enumerating  the  arts  which  die 
fcorned  to  life  to  improve  her  perfon,  mentions  this : 

Point  ne  pot  toit  de  ce  linge  femelle 
Pour  amoindrir  fon  feing  et  fa  mammelle. 

Vafquine  nulle,  ou  aucun  peli^on 
Elle  ne  portoit,  ce  n’eftoit  fa  fa^on. 

Point  n e  prenoit  win  blanc  pour  fe  baigner, 

Ne  drogue  encore  pour  fon  corps  alleger  *. 

At  a  fmall  walk’s  didance  from  Calton  Hill,  lies  the  new  botanic 
garden  -f,  confiding  of  five  acres  of  ground,  a  green-houfe  fifty  feet 
long,  two  temperate  rooms,  each  twelve  feet,  and  two  doves,  each 
twenty-eight :  the  ground  riles  to  the  north,  and  defends  the  plants 
from  the  cold  winds :  the  foil  a  light  fand,  with  a  black  earth  on 
the  furface.  It  is  finely  docked  with  plants,  whofe  arrangement 
and  cultivation  do  much  credit  to  my  worthy  friend  Dr.  Hope , 
Profedbr  of  Botany,  who  planned  and  executed  the  whole. 
It  was  begun  in  1764,  being  founded  by  the  munificence  of 
his  prefent  Majedy,  who  granted  fifteen  hundred  pounds  for  that 
purpofe. 

During  this  week’s  day  at  Edinburgh ,  the  prices  of  provifions 
were  as  follow  : 


* 


V Adolefcence  de  Jaques  du  Fouilloux^  8  $■« 


f  The  old  botanic  garden  lies  to  the  eaft  of  the  new  bridge :  an  account  of  it 
is  to  be  feen  in  the  Mufeum  Balfourianum . 
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Beef,  from  5c!.  to  3d.  4.. 

Mutton,  from  4d.  to  3  d.  4. 

Veal,  from  5  c!*.  to  3  d. 

Lamb,  2d.  f. 

Bacon,  7  d. 

Butter,  in  fummer,  8d.  in  winter,  i  s. 

Pigeons,  dozen,  from  8  d.  to  5  s- 
Chickens,  per  pair,  8  d.  to  1  s. 

A  fowl,  is.  2d. 

Green  goofe,  3s. 

Fat  goofe,  2  s.  6d. 

Large  turkey,  4s.  or  5s. 

Pig,  2  s. 

Coals,  5  d.  or  6 d.  per  hundred,  delivered. 

Many  fine  excurfions  may  be  made  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  this 

Leith.  city.  Leith ,  a  large  town,  about  two  miles  north,  lies  on  the  Firth , 

is  a  fiouriftung  place,  and  the  port  of  Edinburgh .  The  town  is 

dirty  and  ill  built,  and  chiefly  inhabited  by  failors  %  but  the  pier  is 

very  fine,  and  is  a  much-frequented  walk.  The  races  were  at  this 

time  on  the  fands,  near  low- water  mark :  confidering  their  vicinity 

♦ 

to  a  great  city  and  populous  country,  the  company  was  far  from 
numerous ;  a  proof  that  diflipation  has  not  generally  infefted  the 
manners  of  the  North  Britons . 

Craigmellar  caftle  is  feated  on  a  rocky  eminence,  about  two  miles 
fouth  of  Edinburgh ;  is  fquare,  and  has  towers  at  each  corner. 
Some  few  apartments  are  yet  inhabited ,  but  the  reft  of  this  great 
pile  is  in  ruins, 

Newbottle 3 
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Newbottle ,  the  feat  of  the  Marquifs  of  Lothian ,  is  a  pleafant  ride 
of  a  few  miles  from  the  capital.  It  was  once  a  Ciftercian  abby, 
founded  by  David  I.  in  1140;  but,  in  1591,  was  ereCted  into  a 
lordfhip,  in  favour  of  Sir  Mark  Ker ,  fon  of  Sir  V/alter  Ker>  of 
Cefsford.  The  houfe  lies  in  a  warm  bottom,  and,  like  mod  other 
of  the  houfes  of  the  Scotch  nobility,  refembles  a  French  Chateau , 
by  having  a  village  or  little  paltry  town  adjacent.  The  fituation  is 
very  favorable  to  trees,  as  appears  by  the  vaft  fize  of  thole  near 
the  houfe  \  and  I  was  informed,  that  fruit  ripens  here  within  ten 
days  as  early  as  at  Chelfea . 

The  Marquifs  poffefFes  a  mod  valuable  collection  of  portraits, 
many  of  them  very  fine,  and  almod  all  very  indruCtive.  A  large 
half-length  of  Henry  Darnly  reprefents  him  tall,  aukward  and  gauky, 
with  a  dupid,  infipid  countenance }  mod  likely  drawn  after  he  had 
lod,  by  intemperance  and  debauchery,  thole  charms  which  capti¬ 
vated  the  heart  of  the  amorous  Mary. 

A  head  of  her  mother,  Marie  de  Guife  \  not  lefs  beautifull  than 
her  daughter. 

A  head  of  Madame  Monpenjter. ,  and  of  feveral  other  illudrious 
perfona,  who  graced  the  court  of  Louis  XIII. 

Prince  Rupert  and  Prince  Maurice ,  in  one  piece. 

Some  fmall  portraits,  dudies  of  Vandyck ;  among  which  is  one 
of  William  Earl  of  Pembroke ,  of  whom  Lord  Clarendon  gives  fo  ad¬ 
vantageous  a  character. 

A  beautifull  half-length  of  Henrietta ,  Queen  of  Charles  I.  Her 
charms  almod  apologize  for  the  compliances  of  the  uxorious  mo¬ 
narch. 

His  daughter,  the  Dutchefs  of  Orleans , 
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The  wife  of  Philip  the  bold,  infcribed  Marga  Mala ,  Lode 

Mala . 

Head  of  Robert  Car ,  Earl  of  Somerfet ;  the  countenance  effemi¬ 
nate,  fmall  features,  light  flaxen  or  yellowifh  hair,  and  a  very  fmall 
beard :  is  an  original  of  that  worthlefs  favorite,  and  proves  that  the 
figure  given  as  his  among  the  illuflrious  heads  is  erroneous,  the  lafl: 
being  reprefented  as  a  rebuff  black  man.  A  print  I  have  of  him 
by  Simon  Pafs ,  is  authentic  :  the  plate  is  of  oftavo  flze,  reprefents 
him  in  hair  curled  to  the  top;  and  in  his  robes,  with  the  George 
pendent. 

•His  father.  Sir  Robert  Car  of  Fernihurft . 

An  Earl  of  Somerfet ?  of  whom  I  could  get  no  account;  hand- 
feme ;  with  long  light  hair  inclining  to  yellow:  a  head. 

A  full  length  of  James  I.  by  Jamefon .  Another  of  Charles  I. 
when  young,  in  rich  armour,  black  and  gold :  a  capital  piece. 

Lady  F lift  on ;  a  fine  half-length. 

Earl  Morton ,  regent :  half-length ;  a  yellow  beard. 

A  head  of  General  Ruthven ,  Sir  Patrick  Ruthven ,  a  favorite  of 
Gufiavus  Adolphus ;  knighted  in  his  Majeily’s  tent  in  prefence  of  the 
whole  army  at  Darfaw  in  Pruffia ,  on  the  23d  of  September  1627. 
As  potent  in  the  campaigns  of  Bacchus  as  of  Mars ,  and  ferviceable 
to  his  great  mafter  in  both.  He  vanquifhed  his  enemies  in  the 
field  ;  and  by  the  ftrength  of  his  head,  and  goodnefs  of  underftand- 
ing,  could  in  convivial  hours  extraff  from  the  minifcers  of  unfriend¬ 
ly  powers,  fecrets  of  the  firil  importance.  He  pafied  afterwards 
into  the  fervice  of  Charles  I.  and  behaved  with  the  fpirit  and  inte¬ 
grity  that  procured  him  the  honors  of  Earl  of  Forth  in  Scotland, , 
and  afterwards  Earl  of  Brentford  in  England ;  and  died  in  a  very 
advanced  age  in  1651. 


Two 
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Two  very  curious  half-lengths  on  wood:  one  of  a  man  with  a 
long  forked  black  beard ;  his  jacket  flafhed  down  in  narrow  (Iripes 
from  top  to  bottom,  and  the  {tripes  loofe :  the  other  with  a  black 
*  full  beard ;  the  fame  fort  of  (tripes,  but  drawn  tight  by  a  girdle. 

Hie  Doge  of  Venice ,  bv  'Titian. 

v  O  7  J 

Three  by  Morillio  •,  boys  and  girls  in  low  life. 

A  remarkable  hne  piece  of  our  three  Hrft  circum-navigators. 
Brake ,  Hawkins ,  and  Candijh  s  half-length. 

The  heads  of  Mark  Earl  of  Lothian ,  and  his  lady,  by  Sir  Antonio 
More. 

Mark  Ker ,  prior  of  Newhottle ,  who,  at  the  reformation,  com¬ 
plied  with  the  times,  and  got  the  eftate  of  the  abby. 

In  the  woods  adjacent  to  this  feat  are  fome  fubterraneous  apart¬ 
ments  and  paffages  cut  out  of  the  live  rock  :  they  feem  to  have 
been  excavacated  by  the  antient  inhabitants  of  the  country  either  as 
receptacles  for  their  provifions,  or  a  retreat  for  themfelves  and  fa¬ 
milies  in  time  of  war,  in  the  fame  manner,  as  Tacitus  relates,  as  was 
cud omary  with  the  old  Germans  *. 

Two  or  three  miles  diftant  from  Newhottle  is  Dalkeith ,  a  fmall 
town,  adjoining  to  Dalkeith  Houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of 
Buccleugh :  originally  the  property  of  the  Douglafes  •,  and  was, 
when  in  form  of  a  caftle,  of  great  (Length ;  and,  during  the  time 
of  the  Regent  Morton's  retreat,  (lyled  the  Lion's  Ben. 


*  Solent  et  fubterraneos  fpecus  aperire ,  eofque  multo  infuper  fimo  entrant,  fuffugium 
biemi ,  et  receptaculum  frugibus ,  quia  rigor em  frigorum  ejufmodi  tccis  molliunt :  et  Jt 
quando  hojlis  advenit  aperta  populatur :  Abdita  autem  et  defojfa ,  aut  ignorantur,  ant 
to  ipfa  fallunt ?  quod  quterenda  funt.  De  Moribus  Germanor.  c.  16. 


Subterraneous 
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The  portraits  at  Dalkeith  are  numerous,  and  feme  good :  among 
others,  the 

Firtt  Duke  of  Richmond  and  his  Dutchefs. 

The  Dutchefs  of  Cleveland . 

Countefs  of  Buccleughy  mother  to  the  Dutchefs  of  Monmouth , 
and  Lady  Eglington ,  her  fitter. 

T  he  Dutchefs  and  her  two  fens  :  the  Dutchefs  of  York  *,  her 
hand  remarkably  fine  :  the  Dutchefs  of  Lenox. 

Mrs.  Lucy  Waters ,  mother  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth ,  with  his 
pi&ure  in  her  hand. 

Dutchefs  of  Cleveland  and  her  fon,  an  infant ;  file  in  character  of 
a  Madonna :  fine. 

The  Duke  of  Monmouth ,  in  chara&er  of  a  young  St.  John . 

Lord  Strafford  and  his  Secretary  ;  a  final!  ftudy  of  Vandyck. 

Henry  VIII.  and  Queen  Catherine ,  with  the  divorce  in  her  hand  % 
two  final!  pieces,  by  Holbein.  Anna  Bullein ,  by  the  fame,  dreffed 
in  a  black  gown,  large  yellow  netted  tteeves,  in  a  black  cap, 
peaked  behind. 

Lady  Jane  Gray ,  with  long  hair,  black  and  very  thick ;  not 
handfome ;  but  the  virtues  and  the  intellectual  perfections  of  that 
flittering  innocent,  more  than  fupplied  the  abfence  of  perfcnal 
charms. 

A  large  fpirited  picture  of  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  on  horfeback. 
The  fame  in  armour.  All  his  pictures  have  a  handfome  likenefs 
of  his  father. 

Dutchefs  of  Richmond ,  with  a  bow  in  her  hand,  by  Sir  Peter 
Lely. 

A  fine  head  of  the  late  Duke  of  Ormond, 
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A  beautifull  head  of  Mary  Stuart ;  the  face  fharp,  thin  and  young; 
yet  has  a  likenefs  to  fome  others  of  her  pictures  done  before  mif- 
fortunes  had  altered  her ;  her  drefs  a  {trait  gown,  open  at  the  top 
and  reaching  to  her  ears,  a  fmall  cap,  and  fmall  ruff,  with  a  red 
rofe  in  her  hand. 

In  this  palace  is  a  room  entirely  furnifhed  by  Charles  II.  on  occa- 
■lion  of  the  marriage  of  Monmouth  with  the  heirefs  of  the  houfe  *. 

At  Smeton ,  another  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Buccleugh ,  a  mile  diftant 
from  the  frit,  is  a  fine  half-length  of  General  Monk  looking  over 
his  fhoulder,  with  his  back  towards  you  :  he  refided  long  at  Dalkeith , 
when  he  commanded  in  Scotland . 

Nell  Gwinne ,  loofely  attired. 

A  fine  marriage  of  St.  Catherine ,  by  Vandyck . 

Left  Edinburgh ,  and  pafs?d  beneath  the  caftle,  whofe  height  and  July  24* 
ftrengch,  in  my  then  fituation,  appeared  to  great  advantage.  The 
•country  I  pad  through  was  well  cultivated,  the  fields  large,  but 
moftly  inclofed  with  done  walls ;  for  hedges  are  not  yet  become 
univerfal  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom :  it  is  not  a  century  fmce  they 
were  known  here.  Reach  the 

South-Ferry ,  a  fmall  village  on  the  banks  of  the  Firth  ^  which 
fuddenly  is  contracted  to  the  breadth  of  two  miles  by  the  jutting 
out  of  the  land  on  the  north  fliore ;  but  almod  inftantly  widens 
towards  the  wed,  into  a  fine  and  extend ve  bay.  The  prolpebt 
on  each  fide  is  very  beautifull ;  a  rich  country,  frequently 

*  Since  this,  I  have  been  informed  that  not  far  from  Dalkeith ,  at  Rofs\yn>  is  a 

mod  beautifull  and  entire  chapel  of  gothic  architecture,  well  wOrth  a  vifit  from  a 
curious  Traveller. 


K 


diverfified 


66 


A  TOUR 


diverfifted  with  towns,  villages,  cafties,  and  gentlemen’s  feats  L 
There  is  befide  a  vaft  view  up  and  down  the  Firth,  from  its  extre¬ 
mity,  not  remote  from  Sterling ,  to  its  mouth  near  May  ifle  ;  in  all, 
about  fixty  miles.  To  particularize  the  objedls  of  this  rich  view : 
from  the  middle  of  the  pafiage  are  feen  the  coafts  of  Lothian  and 
Fife  ;  the  ifies  of  Garvie  and  Injh-Colm ,  the  town  of  Dumfermline ; 
S.  and  N.  Queen' s-Ferries ;  and  Burrowftonefs  fmoaking  at  a  diftance 
from  its  numerous  falt-pans  and  fire-engines.  On  the  fouth  fide 
are  Hopetoun  houfe,  Bundafs  caflle,  and  many  other  gentlemen’s 
feats ;  with  Blacknefs  caftle  potently  garrifoned.  On  the  north  fide, 
Rofythe  caftle,  Dunibrijfel ,  and  at  a  diftance  the  caftle  and  town  of 
Brunt -IJland ;  with  the  road  of  Leith  often  filled  with  fhips,  and  a 
magnificent  diftant  view  of  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh  on  the  fouth. 

This  Ferry  is  alfo  called  Queen' s-Ferry,  being  the  pafiage  much 
ufedf  by  Margaret ,  Queen  to  Malcolm  III.  and  fifter  to  Edgar 
Etheling  -s  her  refidence  being  at  Dumfermline .  Crofs  over  in  an 
excellent  boat ;  obferve  midway  the  little  ifle  called  Injh-Garvey , 
with  the  ruin  of  a  fmall  caftle.  An  ardlic  Gull  flew  near  the  boat, 
purfued  by  other  Gulls,  as  birds  of  prey  are :  this  is  the  fpecies 
that  perfecutes  and  purfues  the  leffer  kinds,  till  they  mute  through 
fear,  when  it  catches  up  their  excrements  e’er  they  reach  the  wa¬ 
ter  :  the  boatmen,  on  that  account,  ftyled  it  the  dirty  Aulin . 

*  Such  as  Seith  caftle,  Dumfermline  town.  Lord  Morris's,  Lord  Hopetoun' s,  Cap¬ 
tain  Dundafs's. 

f  Or,  as  others  fay,  becaufe  fhe,  her  brother  and  fifter,  firft  landed  there,  after 
their  efcape  from  William  the  Conqueror. 
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Landed  in  the  (hire  of  Fife*,  at  North-Ferry,  near  which  are 

Granite 

the  great  granite  quarries,  which  help  to  fupply  the  ftreets  of  Quarry, 
London  with  paving  (tones  $  many  fhips  then  waiting  near,  in  order 
to  take  their  lading.  The  granite  lies  in  great  perpendicular  ftacks  ^ 
above  which  is  a  reddifh  earth  filled  with  friable  micaceous  nodules. 

The  granite  itfelf  is  very  hard,  and  is  all  blafted  with  gun-powder : 
the  cutting  into  fhape  for  paving  cods  two  (hillings  and  eight-pence 
per  tun,  and  the  freight  to  London  feven  (hillings. 

The  country,  as  far  as  Kinrofs ,  is  very  fine,  confiding  of  gentle 
rifings  ;  much  corn,  efpecially  Bear  but  few  trees,  except  about 
a  gentleman’s  feat,  called  Blair ,  where  there  are  great  and  flourifh- 
ing  plantations.  Near  the  road  are  the  lad  collieries  in  Scotland , 
except  the  inconfiderable  works  in  the  county  of  Sutherland. 

Kinrofs  is  a  fmall  town,  feated  in  a  large  plain,  bounded  by 
mountains.-,  the  houfes  and  trees  are  fo  intermixed,  as  to  give  it  an 
agreeable  appearance.  It  has  fome  manufactures  of  linnen  and 
cutlery  ware.  At  this  time  was  a  meeting  of  judices,  on  a  Angular 
occafion  :  a  vagrant  had  been,  not  long  before,  ordered  to  be 
whipped  *  but  fuch  was  the  point  of  honor  among  the  common 
people,  that  no  one  could  be  perfuaded  to  go  to  Perth  for  the  exe¬ 
cutioner,  who  lived  there  :  to  prefs,  I  may  fay,  two  men  for  that 
(ervice,  was  the  caufe  of  the  meeting  -,  fo  Mr.  Bofwell  may  rejoice 
to  find  the  notion  of  honor  prevale  in  as  exalted  a  degree  among 
his  own  countrymen,  as  among  the  virtuous  Corficans  f. 

*  Part  of  the  antient  Caledonia. 
f  Hiji.  Corfica,  p.  285,  of  the  third  edition. 

K  a 


'Not 


A  TOUR 


.  jLoch-Leven 

k*  A  S  T  L  £  # 


Not  far  from  the  town  is  the  houfe  of  Kinrofs ,  built  by  the 
famous  architect  Sir  William  Bruce,  for  his  own  refidence,  and  was 
the  hr  ft  good  houfe  of  regular  architecture  in  North  Britain.  It  is 
a  large,  elegant,  but' plain  building:  the  hall  is  fifty- two  feet  long; 
the  grounds  about  it  well  planted ;  the  fine  lake  adjacent ;  fo  that 
it  is  capable  of  being  made  as  delightfull  a  fpot  as  any  in  North 
Britain. 

Loch-Leven ,  a  magnificent  piece  of  water,  very  broad,  but  ir¬ 
regularly  indented,  is  about  twelve  miles  in  circumference,  and  its 
greateft  depth  about  twenty-four  fathoms :  is  finely  bounded  by 
mountains  on  one  fide ;  on  the  other,  by  the  plain  of  Kinrofs ;  and 
prettily  embelliftied  with  feveral  groves,  moft  fortunately  difpofed. 
Some  ifiands  are  difperfed  in  this  great  expanfe  of  water ;  one  of 
which  is  large  enough  to  feed  feveral  head  of  cattle  :  but  the  moft 
remarkable  is  that  diftinguifhed  by  the  captivity  of  Mary  Stuart 
which  ftands  almoft  in  the  middle  of  the  lake.  The  caftle  ftill 
remains ;  confifts  of  a  fquare  tower,  a  fmall  yard  with  two  round 
towers,  a  chapel,  and  the  ruins  of  a  building,  where,  it  is  faid, 
the  unfortunate  Princefs  was  lodged.  In  the  fquare  tower  is  a  dun¬ 
geon  with  a  vaulted  room  above,  over  which  had  been  three  other 
ftories.  Some  trees  are  yet  remaining  on  this  little  fpot ;  probably 
coeval  with  Mary ,  under  whofe  fiiade  fhe  may  have  fat,  expeCting 
her  efcape  at  length  e  fie  died  by  the  enamoured  Douglas  This 
caftle  had  before  been  a  royal  refidence,  but  not  for  captive: 

monarchs ; 

*  Hiflorians  differ  in  refpedt  to  the  caufe  that  influenced  him  to  affift  in  his  fo- 
vereign’s  efcape :  fome  attribute  it  to  his  avarice,  and  think  he  was  bribed  with 

jewels. 
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monarchs ;  having  been  granted  from  the  crown  by  Robert  III. 
to  Douglas,  Laird  of  Loch-Leven. 

This  caftle  underwent  a  fiege  in  the  year  1335 ;  and  the  method 
attempted  to  reduce  it  was  of  a  moft  Angular  kind.  John  of 
Sterling ,  with  his  army  of  Anglicifed  Scots,  fat  down  before  it ;  but 
finding  from  the  fituation  that  it  was  impoflible  to  fucceed  in  the 
common  forms,  he  thought  of  this  expedient.  He  flopped  up  the 
water  of  Leven,  at  its  difcharge  from  the  lake,  with  a  great  dam, 
with  ftones,  and  every  thing  that  would  obstruct  its  courfe,  hoping 
by  that  means  to  raife  the  waters  fo  high,  as  to  drown  the  whole 
garrifon.  But  the  vvatchfull  governor,  Alan  de  Vipont,  took  an 
opportunity  of  fallying  out  in  boats  when  the  befiegers  were  off 
their  guard;  and  piercing  the  dam,  releafed  the  pent-up  waters, 
and  formed  a  moft  deftructive  deluge  on  all  the  plain  below;  {truck 
a  panicle  into  the  enemy’s  army,  put  them  to  flight,  and  returned 
to  his  caftle  laden  with  the  fpoils  of  the  camp  *. 

St.  Serf’s  iQe  is  noted  for  having  been  granted  by  Brude,  laft 
King  of  the  Pills,  to  St.  Servan  and  the  CuUees ;  a  kind  of  priefts 
among  the  firft  Chriftians  of  North  Britain,  who  led  a  fort  or  mo¬ 
nadic  life  in  cells,  and  for  a  confiderable  time  preferved  a  pure  and 
uncorrupt  religion :  at  length,  in  the  reign  of  David  I.  were  fup- 
preffed  in  favor  of  the  church  of  Rome.  The  priory  of  Port-moak 
was  on  this  iile,  of  which  fome  fmall  remains  yet  exift. 

jewels,  referved  by  Mary  ;  others,  that  he  was  touched  by  a  more  generous  paffion: 
the  laft  opinion  is  the  moft  natural,  confidering  the  charms  of  the  Queen,  and  the 
youth  of  her  deliverer. 

*  Sibbald’s  Hilt,  of  Fife  and  Kinrofs .  108. 
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The  fifh  of  this  lake  are  Pike,  fmall  Perch,  fine  Eels,  and  molt 
excellent  Trouts ;  the  bell  and  the  reddeft  I  ever  faw ;  the  largefl 
about  fix  pounds  in  weight.  The  fifhermen  gave  me  an  account 
of  a  fpecies  they  called  the  Gaily  Trout,  which  are  only  caught 
from  Qdlober  to  January ;  are  fplit,  faked  and  dried,  for  winter 
provifion :  by  the  defcription.  they  certainly  w?ere  our  Char,  only 
of  a  larger  fize  than  any  we  have  in  England ,  or  Wales ,  fome  being 
two  feet  and  a  half  long.  The  birds  that  breed  on  the  ifies  are 
tierring  Gulls,  Pewit  Gulls,  and  great  Terns,  called  here 
Pillarnes . 

Lay  at  a  good  inn,  a  fingle  ho  Life,  about  half  a  mile  North  of 

Kinrofs. 

Made  an  excurfion  about  feven  miles  Weft,  to  fee  the  Rumbling 
Brig  at  Glen-Devon ,  a  bridge  of  one  arch,  flung  over  a  chafm  worn 
by  the  river  Devon ,  about  eighty  feet  deep,  very  narrow,  and  hor¬ 
rible  to  look  down ;  the  bottom,  in  many  parts,  is  covered  with 
fragments  of  rocks ;  in  others,  the  waters  are  vifible,  gufhing  be¬ 
tween  the  Hones  with  great  violence :  the  fides,  in  many  places, 
projedt,  and  aim  Oil  lock  in  each  other ;  trees  fhoot  out  in  various 
fpots,  and  contribute  to  encreafe  the  gloom  of  the  glen,  while  the 
ear  is  filled  with  the  cawing  of  Daws,  the  cooing  of  Wood-Pigeons, 
and  the  impetuous  noife  of  the  waters. 

A  mile  lower  down  is  the  Cawdron  Lin.  Here  the  river,  after  a 
fhort  fall,  drops  on  rocks  hollowed  in  a  ftrange  manner  into  large 
and  deep  cylindric  cavities,  open  on  one  fide,  or  formed  into  great 
circular  cavities,  like  cauldrons  * :  from  whence  the  name  of  the 

*  In  Sweden,  and  the  North  of  Germany ,  fuch  holes  as  thefe  are  called  Giant’s 
Pots.  Kahn’s  Voy.  I,  121.  and  Ph.  Lranf.  abridg.  V.  165. 
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place.  One  in  particular  has  the  appearance  of  a  vaft  brewing- 
veil'd ;  and  the  water,  by  its  great  agitation,  has  acquired  a  yellow 
fcum,  exadlly  refembling  the  yefty  working  of  malt  liquor.  Juft 
beneath  this,  the  water  darts  down  about  thirty  feet  in  form  of  a 
great  white  ilieet :  the  rocks  below  widen  confiderably,  and  their 
clifty  fides  are  fringed  with  wood.  Beyond  is  a  view  of  a  fine  mea¬ 
dowy  vale,  and  the  diftant  mountains  near  Sterling. 

Two  miles  North  is  Caftle  Campbell ,  feated  on  afteep  peninfulated 
rock  between  vaft  mountains,  having  to  the  South  a  boundlefs  view 
through  a  deep  glen  fhagged  with  brufh  wood :  for  the  forefts  that 
once  covered  the  country,  are  now  entirely  deftroyed.  Formerly, 

from  its  darkfome  fituation,  this  pile  was  called  the  caftle  of  Gloom ; 
and  all  the  names  of  the  adjacent  places  were  fuitable;  it  was  feated 
in  the  parifh  of  Dolor,  was  bounded  by  the  glens  of  care,  and 
walked  by  the  birns  of  for  row.  This  caftle,  with  the  whole  terri¬ 
tory  belonging  to  the  family  of  Ar gyle,  underwent  all  the  calamities 
of  civil  war  in  1645;  for  its  rival,  the  Marquis  of  Montrofe,  car¬ 
ried  fire  and  fword  through  the  whole  eftate.  The  caftle  was  ruin¬ 
ed  ;  and  its  magnificent  reliques  exift,  as  a  monument  of  the  horror 
of  the  times.  No  wonder  then  that  the  Marquis  experienced  fo 
woefull  and  ignominious  a  fate,  when  he  fell  into  the  power  of  fo 
exafperated  a  chieftain. 

Returned  to  my  inn  along  the  foot  of  the  Ochil  hills,  whofe  Tides 
were  covered  with  a  fine  verdure,  and  fed  great  numbers  of  cattle 
and  fheep.  The  country  below  full  of  oats,  and  in  a  very  improv¬ 
ing  ftate :  the  houfes  of  the  common  people  decent,  but  moftly 
covered  with  fods  •,  fome  were  covered  both  with  ftraw  and  fod. 

The 
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The  inhabitants  extremely  civil,  and  never  failed  offering  brandy, 
or  whey,  when  I  ftopt  to  make  enquiries  at  any  of  their  houfes. 

In  the  afternoon  croffed  a  branch  of  the  fame  hills,  which  yielded 
plenty  of  oats ;  defcended  into  Straith-Earn ,  a  beautifull  vale, 
about  thirty  miles  in  length,  full  of  rich  meadows  and  corn  fields, 
divided  by  the  river  Earn,  which  Terpentines  finely  through  the 
middle,  falling  into  the  Tqy,  of  which  there  is  a  fight  at  the  Eaft 
end  of  the  vale.  It  is  prettily  diverfified  with  groves  of  trees  and 
gentlemen’s  houfes ,  among  which,  towards  the  Weft  end,  is  Caftle 
Drummond ,  the  forfeited  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Perth . 

Dupplin  *  ;  the  refidence  of  the  Earl  of  Kinncul ,  feated  on  the 
North  fide  of  the  vale,  on  the  edge  of  a  fteep  glen.  Only  a  fmgle 
tower  remains  of  the  old  caftle,  the  reft  being  modernized.  The 
South  front  commands  a  pleafing  view  of  the  vale :  behind  are 
plantations,  extending  feveral  miles  in  length  ^  all  flourifh  greatly, 
except  thofe  of  afh.  I  remarked  in  the  woods,  fome  very  large 
chefnuts,  horfe-chefnuts,  fpruce  and  filver  firs,  cedar  and  arbor  vitas. 
Broad-leaved  laburnum  thrives  in  this  country  greatly,  grows  to  a 
great  fize,  and  the  wood  is  ufed  in  fineering. 

Fruits  fucceed  here  very  indifferently ;  even  nonpareils  require  a 
wall  to  ripen :  grapes,  figs,  and  late  peaches,  will  not  ripen  :  the 
winters  begin  early,  and  end  late,  and  are  attended  with  very  high 
winds.  I  was  informed  that  labor  is  Bear  here,  notwithstanding 


*  Near  this  place  was  the  battle  of  Dupplin ,  1332*  between  the  EngliJbj  under 
the  command  of  Baliol ,  and  the  Scots.  The  lall  were  defeated,  and  fuch  a  number 
of  the  name  of  Hay  flain,  that  the  family  would  have  been  extinct,  had  not  feveral 
of  their  wives  been  left  at  home  pregnant. 

it 
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it  is  only  eight-pence  a  day;  the  common  people  not  being  yet' got 
into  a  method  of  working,  fo  do  very  little  for  their  wages.  Not- 
withftanding  this,  improvements  are  carried  on  in  thefe  parts  with 
great  fpirif,  both  in  planting  and  in  agriculture.  Lord  Kinnoul 
planted  lafb  year  not  fewer  than  eighty  thoufand  trees,  befides 
Scotch  firs ;  fo  provides  future  forefts  for  the  benefit  of  his  fuccedfors, 
and  the  embellifhment  of  his  country.  In  refpeft  to  agriculture, 
there  are  difficulties  to  druggie  with ;  for  the  country  is  without 
either  coal  or  lime-done;  fo  that  the  lime  is  brought  from  the  eftate 
of  the  Earl  of  Elgin ,  near  Dumfermline ,  who,  I  was  told,  drew  a 
confiderable  revenue  from  the  kilns. 

In  Dupplin  are  fome  very  good  pidlures  ;  a  remarkable  one  of 
Luther ,  Bucer ,  and  Catherine  the  nun,  in  the  charaders  of  muficians, 
by  Georgiani  di  C aft  el  franco* 

A  fine  head  of  a  fecular  pried:,  by  Fitian.  St.  Nicholas  bleffing 
three  children.  Two  of  cattle,  by  Rofa  di  Livoli.  A  head  of 
Spencer .  Rubens'  head,  by  himfelf.  A  fine  head  of  Butler ,  by  Sir 
Peter  Lely .  Mrs.  Stofts^  in  the  charadter  of  St.  Catherine ,  by  Sir 
Godfrey  Kneller .  Sir  George  Hay e,  of  Maginnis^  in  armour,  1640; 

done  at  Rome ,  by  L.  Ferdinand.  Haye ,  Earl  of  Carlifle ,  in  Charles 
the  Firft’s  time ;  young  and  very  handfome,  by  Cornelius  Janfen . 
The  fecond  Earl  of  Kinnoul ,  by  Vandyck.  Chancellor  Haye ,  by 
Mytens.  A  good  portrait  of  Lord  Treafurer  Oxford ,  by  Richardfon . 
And  a  beautifull  miniature  of  Sir  John  Earnly. 

But  the  mod:  remarkable  is  a  head  of  the  celebrated  Countefs  of 
Defmond ,  whom  the  apologids  for  the  ufurper  Richard  III,  bring  in 
as  an  evidence  againd:  the  received  opinion  of  his  deformity.  She 
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was  daughter  of  the  Fitzgeralds ,  of  Drumana  *  in  the  county  of’ 
Waterford  \  and  married  in  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.,  James 
fourteenth  Earl  of  Defmond :  was  in  England  in  the  fame  reign  *, 
and  danced  at  court  with  his  brother  Richard ,  then  Duke  of  Glou- 
cefter.  She  was  then  a  widow,  for  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  fays  they 
held  her  jointure  from  all  the  Earls  of  Defmond  fmce  that  time  f . 
She  lived  to  the  age  of  fome  years  above  a  hundred  and  forty  *,  and 
died  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  It  appears  that  fie  retained  her  full 
vigor  in  a  very  advanced  time  of  life  *,  for  the  ruin  of  the  houfe  of 
Defmond  reduced  her  to  poverty,  and  obliged  her  to  take  a  journey 
quite  from  Briftol  to  London ,  to  follicit  relief  from  the  court,  at  a 
time  Ihe  was  above  a  hundred  and  forty  J.  She  alfo  twice  or 
thrice  renewed  her  teeth ;  for  Lord  Bacon  allures  us,  in  his  Hift.  of 
Life  and  Death,  ter  per  vices  dentiiffe-,  and  in  his  Natural  Hiftory 
mentions  that  ihe  did  dentire  twice  or  thrice,  calling  her  old  teeth, 
and  others  coming  in  their  place  §. 

Afcended  the  hill  of  Moncrief  *,  the  profpe£l  from  thence  is  the 
glory  of  Scotland ,  and  well  merits  the  eulogia  given  it  for  the  vari¬ 
ety  and  richnefs  of  its  views.  On  the  South  and  Well  appear 
Straith-Earn ,  embellifhed  with  the  feats  of  Lord  Kinnouk  Lord 
Rolloy  and  of  feveral  other  gentlemen ;  the  Caffe ,  or  rich  plain  of 
Cowrie  \  Stormont  hills  j  and  the  hill  of  Kinnouf  whofe  vail  cliff  is 

*■  Smith's  Hift.  of  Cork.  II.  36. 

f  Raleigh's  Hift.  of  die  World.  Book  I.  Ch.  V.  Se£t.  V. 

t  Sir  W.  Temple's  Eftay  on  Health  and  Long  Life.  Vide  his  Works,  Folio  EcL 
I.  276. 

§  Gent.  VIII.  Se<5t.  755. 
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remarkable  for  its  beautifull  pebbles.  The  meanders  of  the  Earn% 
which  winds  more  than  any  river  I  at  this  time  had  feen,  are  mofc 
enlivening  additions  to  the  fcene.  The  lad  turn  it  takes  forms  a 
fine  peninfula  prettily  planted  ;  and  juft  beyond  it  joins  the  Pays 
whofe  aeftuary  lies  full  in  view  j  the  fea  doling  the  profpedl  on  this 
fide. 

To  the  North  lies  the  town  of  Perth ,  with  a  view  of  part  of  its 
magnificent  bridge  *,  which,  with  the  fine  woods  called  Perth  Parks, 
the  vaft  plain  of  Straith-P ay ,  the  winding  of  that  noble  river,  its 
i Hands,  and  the  grand  boundary,  formed  by  the  diftant  highlands, 
finilh  this  matchiefs  fcene.  The  inhabitants  of  Perth  are  far  from 
being  blind  to  the  beauties  of  their  river*,  for  with  fingular  pleafure 
they  relate  the  tradition  of  the  Roman  army,  when  it  came  in  fight 
of  the  P ay  burfting  into  the  exclamation  of,  Ecce  Piherim . 

On  approaching  the  town  are  fome  pretty  walks  handfomely 
planted,  and  at  a  ftnall  diftance,  the  remains  of  fome  works  of 
CromweFs ,  called  Oliver's  Mount. 

Perth  is  large,  and  in  general  well-built  *,  two  of  the  ftreets  are  Perth. 
remarkably  fine  *,  in  fome  of  the  lefier  are  yet  a  few  wooden  houfes 
in  the  old  ftyle ;  but  as  they  decay,  the  magiftrates  prohibit  the 
rebuilding  them  in  the  old  way.  There  is  but  one  parilh,  which 
has  two  churches,  befides  meetings  for  feparatifts,  who  are  very 
numerous.  One  church,  which  belonged  to  a  mo  nailery,  is  very 
antient :  not  a  veltige  of  the  laft  is  now  to  be  feen  *,  for  the  difciples 
of  that  rough  apoftle  Knox ,  made  a  general  defolation  of  every  edi¬ 
fice  that  had  given  fhelter  to  the  worfhippers  of  the  church  of  Rome : 


#  3Paus,  ‘Tacit i  cjit.  Agr* 
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it  being  one  of  his  maxims,  to  pull  down  the  nefts,  and  then  the 
Rooks  would  fly  away. 

The  flouriffiing  (late  of  Perth  is  owing  to  two  accidents  :  the 
firfl,  that  of  numbers  of  CromwePs  wounded  officers  and  foldiers 
chufing  to  refide  here,  after  he  left  the  kingdom,  who  introduced  a 
fpirit  of  induflry  among  the  people :  the  other  caufe  was  the  long 
continuance  of  the  Earl  of  Maps  army  here  in  1715,  which  occa- 
fioned  vaft  films  of  money  being  fpent  in  the  place.  But  this  town, 
as  well  as  all  Scotland ,  dates  its  profperity  from .  the  year  1 745  ;  the 
government  of  this  part  of  Great  Britain  having  never  been  fettled 
till  a  little  after  that  time.  The  rebellion  was  a  diforder  violent  in 
its  operation,  but  falutary  in  its  effedts. 

The  trade  of  Perth  is  confiderable.  It  exports  annually  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  linnen,  from  twenty- 
four  to  thirty  thoufand  bolls  of  wheat  and  barley  to  London  and 
Edinburgh ,  and  about  the  fame  in  cured  falmon.  That  fiffi  is  taken 
there  in  vafl  abundance ;  three  thoufand  have  been  caught  in  one 
morning,  weighing,  one  with  another,  fixteen  pounds  •,  the  whole 
capture,  forty-eight  thoufand  pounds.  The  fiffiery  begins  at  St. 
Andrew's  Day,  and  ends  Auguft  26th,  old  ftyle.  The  rents  of  the 
fiffieries  amount  to  three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum . 

•  I  was  informed  that  fmelts  come  up  this  river  in  May  and 
June . 

There  has  been  in  thefe  parts  a  very  great  fiffiery  of  pearl,  got 
out  of  the  freffi-water  mufcles.  From  the  year  1761  to  1764* 
xo,oool.  worth  were  fent  to  London ,  and  fold  from  10s.  to  il.  16s. 
per  ounce.  I  was  told  that  a  pearl  has  been  taken  there  that 
weighed  33  grains.  But  this  fiffiery  is  at  prefent  exhaufted,  from 
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the  avarice  of  the  undertakers :  it  once  extended  as  far  as  Loch - 
'Lay. 

Gowrie  Houfe  is  fliewn  to  all  Grangers  j  formerly  the  property 
and  refidence  of  the  Earl  of  Gowrie ,  whofe  tragical  end  and  myfte- 
rious  confpiracy  (if  confpiracy  there  was)  are  (till  frefh  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  of  Perth.  At  prefent  the  houfe  is  occupied  by  fome 
companies  of  artillery.  I  was  fliewn  the  ftaircafe  where  the  unhappy 
nobleman  was  killed,  the  window  the  frighted  monarch  James  roar¬ 
ed  out  of,  and  that  he  efcaped  through,  when  he  was  faved  from 
the  fury  of  the  populace,  by  Baily  Roy ,  a  friend  of  Gowrie's ,  who 
was  extremely  beloved  in  the  town. 

From  the  little  traditions  preferved  in  the  place,  it  feems  as  if 
Gowrie  had  not  the  left  intent  of  murthering  the  King  :  on  the  day 
his  Majefty  came  to  Perth,  the  Earl  was  engaged  to  a  wedding- 
dinner  with  the  Dean  of  Guild:  when  the  account  of  the  King’s 
defign  reached  him,  he  changed  color,  on  being  taken  fo  unpro¬ 
vided  ^  but  the  Dean  forced  him  to  accept  the  nuptial  feaft,  which 
was  fent  over  to  the  Earl’s  houfe. 

When  the  King  fled,  he  pafled  by  the  feat  of  Sir  William 
Moncrief  near  Earn-bridge ,  who  happening  to  be  walking  out  at 
that  time,  heard  from  the  mouth  of  his  terrified  majefly  the  whole 
relation  j  but  the  Knight  found  it  fo  marvellous  and  fo  disjointed, 
as  plainly  to  tell  the  King,  that  if  it  was  a  true  fiory ,  it  was  a  very 
jlrange  one. 

Gowrie  was  a  mo  ft  accomplifhed  gentleman.  After  he  had  n- 
nifhed  his  ftudies,  he  held  the  Profeftbr  of  Philofophy’s  chair  for 
two  years,  in  one  of  the  Italian  univerfities. 
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,  Crofs  the  fay  on  a  temporary  bridge;  the  done  bridge,  which  Is 
to  confift  of  nine  arches,  being  at  this  time  unfmifhed :  the  larged 
arch  is  feventy-fix  feet  wide ;  when  complete,  it  promifes  to  be  a 
mod  magnificent  drudture.  The  river  here  is  very  violent,  and 
admits  of  fcakce  any  navigation  above ;  but  fhips  of  eighty  or 
ninety  tuns  come  as  far  as  the  town. 

Scone  lies  about  a  mile  and  half  higher  up,  on  the  Ead  bank  of 
the  river.  Here  was  once  an  abby  of  great  antiquity*,  which 
was  burnt  by  the  reforming  zealots  of  Dundee.  The  prefent  palace 
was  begun  by  Earl  Gowrie ;  but,  on  his  death,  being  granted  by 
James  VI.  to  his  favorite,  Sir  David  Murray ,  of  Gofpatrie ,  was 
completed  by  him  ;  who,  in  gratitude  to  the  King,  has,  in  feveral 
parts  of  the  houfe,  put  up  the  royal  arms.  The  houfe  is  built 
round  two  courts ;  the  dining-room  is  large  and  handfome,  has  an 
antient  but  magnificent  chimney-piece,  the  King’s  arms,  with  this 
motto, 

Nobis  htec  invibia  miferunt  centum  fex  Proavi. 

Beneath  are  the  Murray  arms.  In  the  drawing-room  is  fome  good 
old  tapedry,  with  an  excellent  figure  of  Mercury .  In  a  fmall  bed¬ 
chamber  is  a  mediy  fcripture-piece  in  needle-work,  with  a  border 
of  animals,  pretty  well  done ;  the  work  of  Mary  Stuart ,  during  her 
confinement  in  Loch-Leven  cadle :  but  the  houfe  in  general  is  in  a 
manner  unfurnished. 

The  gallery  is  about  a  hundred  and  fifty-five  feet  long;  the  top 
arched,  divided  into  compartments,  filled  with  paintings,  in  water 

#  Founded  by  Alexander  I.  1114,  for  canons  regular  of  St.  Auguftine . 
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colors,  of  different  forts  of  huntings ;  and  that  Nimrod ,  James  VI. 
and  his  train,  appear  in  every  piece. 

Till  the  deflrudlion  of  the  abby,  the  Kings  of  Scotland  were 
crowned  here,  fitting  in  the  famous  wooden  chair,  which  Edward  I. 
tranfported  to  IVeftminJler  Abby,  much  to  the  mortification  of  the 
Scots,  who  efleemed  it  as  their  palladium.  Charles  II.  before  the 
battle  of  IVorcefier ,  was  crowned  in  the  prefent  chapel.  The  old 
Pretender  refided  at  Scone  for  a  confiderable  time  in  17155  and  his 
fon  made  it  a  vifit  in  1745. 

Re-palled  the  Bay  at  Bullion's  Boat ;  vifited  the  field  of  Loncarty , 
celebrated  for  the  great  vidlory  *  obtained  by  the  Scots  over  the 
Danes ,  by  means  of  the  gallant  peafant  Hay ,  and  his  two  fons ; 
who,  with  no  other  weapons  than  the  yokes  which  they  fnatchecl 
from  their  oxen  then  at  plough,  firft  put  a  flop  to  the  flight  of 
their  countrymen,  and  afterwards  led  them  on  to  conquefl.  The 
noble  families  of  Hay  defcend  from  this  ruflic  hero,  and  in  memory 
of  the  adlion,  bear  for  their  arms  the  inflrument  of  their  vidlory, 
with  the  allufive  motto  of  Sub  jugo .  There  are  on  the  lpot  feveral 
tumuli ,  in  which  are  frequently  found  bones  depofited  in  loofe 
Hones,  difpoled  in  form  of  a  coffin.  Not  remote  is  a  fpot  which 
fupplied  me  with  far  more  agreeable  ideas  *,  a  tradl  of  ground, 
which  in  1732  was  a  mere  bog,  but  now  converted  into  good  mea¬ 
dows,  and  about  fifty  acres  covered  with  linnen  •,  feveral  other  parts 
with  buildings,  and  all  the  apparatus  of  the  linnen  manufacture, 
extremely  curious,  and  worth  feeing,  carried  on  by  the  induftrious 
family  of  the  Sandmans :  and  in  the  bleachery  are  annually  whitened,. 

*  In  the  time  of  Kenneth ,  who  began  his  reign  in  976  , 

four 


Loncarty.. 


A  TOUR 


fro 


Birnam 

Wood. 


four  hundred  thoufand  yards  of  linnen,  the  manufacture  of  this 
family,  and  of  Mr.  Marjhall  and  others  from  Perth. 

The  country  is  good,  full  of  barley,  oats,  and  fax  in  abundance; 
but  after  a  few  miles  travelling,  is  fucceeded  by  a  black  heath. 
Ride  through  a  beautiful!  plantation  of  pines,  and  after  defcending 
an  eafy  Hope,  the  plain  beneath  fuddenly  contrads  itfelf  into  a 
narrow  glen.  The  profpedt  before  me  ftrongly  marked  the  entrance 
into  the  Highlands ,  the  hills  that  bounded  it  on  each  fide  being 
lofty  and  rude.  On  the  left  was  Birnam  Wood,  which  feems  never 
to  have  recovered  the  march  which  its  anceftors  made  to  Dun/inane : 

Dunsinane.  i  was  {hewn  at  a  great  diftance  a  high  ridge  of  hills,  where  fome 

remains  of  that  famous  fortrefs  ( Macbeth's  caftle)  are  faid  yet  to 
exift. 

The  pafs  into  the  Highlands  is  awefully  magnificent ;  high, 
craggy,  and  often  naked  mountains  prefent  themfelves  to  view, 
approach  very  near  each  other,  and  in  many  parts  are  fringed  with 
wood,  overhanging  and  darkening  the  Tay,  that  rolls  with  great 
rapidity  beneath.  After  fome  advance  in  this  hollow,  a  mod  beau- 
tifull  know],  covered  with  pines,  appears  full  in  view ;  and  foon 
after,  the  town  of  Dunkeld. ,  feated  under  and  environed  by  crags, 
partly  naked,  partly  wooded,  with  fummits  of  a  vaft  height.  Lay 
at  Inver  *,  a  good  inn,  on  the  Weft  fide  of  the  river. 

Crofted  it  in  a  boat,  attended  by  a  tame  fwan,  which  was  perpe¬ 
tually  folliciting  our  favors  by  putting  its  neck  over  the  Tides  of  the 
ferry-boat.  Land  in  the  Duke  of  Athol9 s  gardens,  which  are 


Dunkeld. 
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*  Inver^  a  place  where  a  lefler  river  runs  into  a  greater ;  ora  river  into  a  lake 
or  fea?  as  Absr  fignifies  in  the  Britijh . 
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extremely  pleafing,  waflied  by  the  river,  and  commanding  from 
different  parts  of  the  walks  the  moft  beautifull  and  piXurefque 
views  of  wild  and  gloomy  nature  that  can  be  conceived.  Trees  of 
all  kinds  grow  here  extremely  well  j  and  even  fo  Southern  a  fhrub 
as  Portugal  laurel  flouriffies  greatly.  In  the  garden  are  the  ruins  of 
the  cathedral,  once  a  magnificent  asdifice,  as  appears  by  the  beau- 
tifull  round  pillars  ftill  {landing ;  but  the  choir  is  prefer  ved,  and 
at  prefent  ufed  as  a  church.  In  the  burial-place  of  the  family  is  a 
large  monument  of  the  Marquis  of  Athol ,  hung  with  the  arms  of 
the  numerous  connexions  of  the  family.  In  another  part  is  a  tomb 
of  an  old  bifhop. 

On  the  other  fide  the  river  is  a  pleafing  walk  along  the  banks  of 
the  water  of  Bran  *,  a  great  and  rapid  torrent,  full  of  immenfe 
flones.  On  a  rock  at  the  end  of  the  walk  is  a  neat  building,  im¬ 
pending  over  a  moft  horrible  chafm,  into  which  the  river  precipi¬ 
tates  itfelf  with  great  noife  and  fury  from  a  confiderable  height. 
The  windows  of  the  pavillion  are  formed  of  painted  glafs  j  fome  of 
the  panes  are  red,  which  makes  the  water  referable  a  fiery  cataraX. 
About  a  mile  further  is  another  Rumbling  Brig ,  like,  but  inferiour 
in  grandeur,  to  that  near  Kinrofs . 

The  town  of  Dunkeld  is  fmall,  and  has  a  fmall  linnen  manufac¬ 
ture.  Much  company  reforts  here,  in  the  fummer  months,  for  the 
benefit  of  drinking  goats’  milk  and  whey :  I  was  informed  here, 
that  thofe  animals  will  eat  ferpents ;  as  it  is  well  known  that  flags 
do. 


*  Rivers  in  Scotland  are  very  frequently  called  waters* 
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After  a  ride  of  two  miles  along  a  narrow  ftrait,  amidft  trees,  and 
often  in  fight  of  the  T'ay,  was  driven  by  rain  into  a  fifnerman’s  hut* 
who  entertained  me  with  an  account  of  his  bufinefs :  faid  he  paid 
ten  pounds  per  ann .  for  the  liberty  of  two  or  three  miles  of  the  river; 
fold  the  firft  fifh  of  the  feafon  at  three-pence  a  pound  ;  after  that, 
got  three  fhillings  per  fifh.  The  houfes  in  thefe  parts  began  to  be 
covered  with  broom,  which  lafts  three  or  four  years :  their  infides 
mean,  and  very  fcantily  furnifhed  ;  but  the  owners  civil,  fenfible, 
and  of  the  quickeft  apprehenfions. 

The  ftrait  now  widens  into  a  vale  plentifull  in  oats,  barley  and 
flax,  and  well  peopled.  On  the  right  is  the  junction  of  the  Toy 
and  the  Fumel :  the  channels  of  thefe  rivers  are  wide,  full  of  gravel, 
the  mark  of  their  devaftation  during  floods.  Due  North  is  the 
road  to  Blam  and  Fart  Aiignfius ,  through  the  noted  pafs  of  KillF 
crankier  turn  to  the  left;  ride  oppofite  to  Caflle  Menzies :  reach 
F 'aymouth ,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Breadalhane . 

July  29,  &c.  T 'aymouth*  lies  in  a  vale  fcarce  a  mile  broad,  very  fertile,  bound- 
Taymouth.  ed  on  each  fide  by  mountains  finely  planted.  Thofe  on  the  South 

are  covered  with  trees,  or  with  corn  fields,  far  up  their  fides.  The 
hills  on  the  North  are  planted  with  pines  and  other  trees,  and  vaftly 
deep,  and  have  a  very  alpine  look  ;  but  particularly  refemble  the 
great  Hope  oppofite  the  grande  Chartreufe  in  DauphinL  His  Lord- 
ftiip’s  policy  -f  fur  rounds  the  houfe,  which  ftands  in  the  park,  and 
is  one  of  the  few  in  which  fallow  deer  are  feen. 


*  Its  name,  in  old  maps,  is  Ballocb ;  i.  e.  the  mouth  of  the  Loch  :  Bala  in  the 
Britijh  language. 

f  This  word  here  fignihes  improvements,  or  demefne  :  when  ufed  by  a  merchant* 
or  tradefman,  hgnifies  their  w^rehoufes,  drops,  and  the  like. 
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The  ground  is  in  remarkable  fine  order,  owing  to  his  Lordfiiip’s 
afliduity  in  clearing  it  from  (tones,  with  which  it  was  once  covered. 
A  Blafter  was  in  condant  employ  to  blad  the  great  (tones  with  gun¬ 
powder  ;  for,  by  reafon  of  their  fize,  there  was  no  other  method  of 
removing  them. 

The  Berceau  walk  is  very  magnificent,  compofed  of  great  trees, 
forming  a  fine  gothic  arch  ;  and  probably  that  fpecies  of  architecture 
owed  its  origin  to  fuch  vaulted  fliades.  The  walk  on  the  bank  of 
the  Lay  is  fifty  feet  wide,  and  two  and  twenty  hundred  yards  long; 
but  is  to  be  continued  as  far  as  the  junction  of  the  Tay  and  the 
Lion,  which  is  about  as  far  more.  The  fil'd  runs  on  the  fides  of 
the  walk  with  great  rapidity,  is  clear,  but  not  color-lefs,  for  its 
pellucidnefs  is  like  that  of  brown  cryftal ;  as  is  the  cafe  with  mod 
of  the  rivers  in  Scotland ,  which  receive  their  tinge  from  the  bogs. 
The  Lay  has  here  a  wooden  bridge  two  hundred  feet  long,  leading 
to  a  white  feat  on  the  fide  of  the  oppofite  hill,  commanding  a  fine 
view  up  and  down  Straith-Lay .  The  rich  meadows  beneath,  the 
winding  of  the  river,  the  beginning  of  Loch-L ay ,  the  difcharge  of 
the  river  out  of  it,  the  neat  village  and  church  of  Kinmore ,  form  a 
mod  pleafing  and  magnificent  profpeCh 

The  view  from  the  temple  of  Venus  is  that  of  the  lake,  with  a 
nearer  fight  of  the  church  and  village,  and  the  difcharge  of  the 
river.  The  lake  is  about  a  mile  broad,  and  fifteen  long,  bounded 
on  each  fide  by  lofty  mountains  ;  makes  three  great  bends,  which 
adds  to  its  beauty.  Thofe  on  the  South  are  well  planted,  and 
finely  cultivated  high  up  •,  interfperfed  with  the  habitations  of  the 
Highlanders ,  not  fingly,  but  in  fmall  groupes,  as  if  they  loved  fo- 
ciety  or  clanfhip  :  they  are  very  fmall,  mean,  and  without  windows 
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or  chimnies,  and  are  the  difgrace  of  North  Britain ,  as  its  lakes  and 
rivers  are  its  glory.  Loch-Fay  is,  in  many  places,  a  hundred  fa¬ 
thoms  deep,  and  within  as  many  yards  of  the  fhore,  fifty-four. 

Till  of  late,  this  lake  was  fuppofed  to  be  as  incapable  of  freezing 
as  Loch-Nefs,  Loch-Earn ,  and  Loch-Each  \  tho5  Loch-Rannoch ,  and 
even  Loch-Fine ,  an  arm  of  the  fea,  often  does.  But  in  March  1771, 
fo  rigorous  and  uncommon  was  the  cold,  that  about  the  20th  of 
that  month  this  vaft  body  of  water  was  frozen  over,  in  one  part, 
from  fide  to  fide,  in  the  fpace  of  a  fingle  night ;  and  fo  ftrong 
was  the  ice,  as  greatly  to  damage  a  boat  which  was  caught  in 
it. 

Loch -Fay  abounds  with  Pike,  Perch,  Eels,  Salmon,  Charr,  and 
Trout*,  of  the  lad,  fome  have  been  taken  that  weighed  above 
thirty  pounds.  Of  thefe  fpecies,  the  Highlanders  abhor  Eels,  and 
alfo  Lampreys,  fancying,  from  the  form,  that  they  are  too  nearly 
related  to  Serpents. 

The  North  fide  is  lefs  wooded,  but  more  cultivated.  The  vaft 
hill  of  Laurs ,  with  beds  of  fnow  on  it,  through  great  part  of  the 
year,  rifes  above  the  reft,  and  the  ftill  loftier  mountain  of  Benmor 
clofes  the  view  far  beyond  the  end  of  the  lake.  All  this  country 
abounds  with  game,  fuch  as  Grous,  Ptarmigans*,  Stags,  and  a 
White  peculiar  fpecies  of  Hare,  which  is  found  only  on  the  fummits  of 
■fTare.  the  higheft  hills,  and  never  mixes  with  the  common  kind,  which  is 

frequent  enough  in  the  vales  -f  :  is  lefs  than  the  common  Hare  ^ 
its  limbs  more  ftender ;  its  flelh  more  delicate :  is  very  agile  and 

"  Br.  Zool  illujir.  21.  tab.  xiii. 

.  f  The  fame,  p.  40.  tab .  xlvii. 
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full  of  frolick  when  kept  tame  ^  is  fond  of  honey  and  carraway 
comfits,  and  prognofticates  a  ftorm  by  eating  its  own  dung :  in  a 
wild  ftate,  does  not  run  an  end,  but  feeks  {belter  under  {tones 
as  foon  as  poffible.  During  fummer  its  predominant  color  is  grey : 
about  September  it  begins  to  a  {fume  a  fnowy  whitenefs,  the  altera¬ 
tion  of  color  appearing  about  the  neck  and  rump,  and  becomes 
entirely  white,  except  the  edges  and  tips  of  the  ears :  in  April  it 
again  refumes  its  grey  coat. 

The  Ptarmigans  inhabit  the  very  fummits  of  the  higheft  moun¬ 
tains,  amidft  the  rocks,  perching  among  the  grey  Hones,  and  during 
fummer  are  fcarcely  to  be  diftinguiflied  from  them,  by  reafon  of 
their  color.  They  feldom  take  long  flights,  but  fly  about  like 
pigeons ;  are  filly  birds,  and  fo  tame  as  to  fuffer  a  Hone  to  be'  flung 
at  them  without  rifing.  It  is  not  neceflary  to  have  a  dog  to  find 
them.  They  tafte  fo  like  a  Grous,  as  to  be  fcarce  diftinguifhable. 
During  winter,  their  plumage,  except  a  few  feathers  on  the  tail, 
are  of  a  pure  white,  the  color  of  the  fnow,  in  which  they  bury 
themfelves  in  heaps,  as  a  protection  from  the  rigorous  air. 

Royfton  Crows,  called  here  Hooded  Crows,  and  in  the  Erfe , 
Feannag ,  are  very  common,  and  refide  here  the  whole  year.  They 
breed  in  all  forts  of  trees,  not  only  in  the  Highlands ,  but  even  in 
the  plains  of  Murray  :  lay  fix  eggs  •,  have  a  fhriller  note  than  the 
common  fort  •,  are  much  more  mifchievous ;  pick  out  the  eyes  of 
lambs,  and  even  of  horfes,  when  engaged  in  bogs ;  but,  for  want 
of  other  food,  will  eat  cranberries,  and  other  mountain  berries. 

Ring  Ouzels  breed  among  the  hills,  and  in  autumn  defcend  in 
flocks  to  feed  on  the  berries  of  the  wicken  trees. 

Sea  Eagles  breed  in  ruined  towers,  but  quit  the  country  in  win¬ 
ter  ?  the  black  Eagles  continue  there  the  whole  yean 
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It  is  very  difficult  to  leave  the  environs  of  this  delightfull  place. 
Before  I  go  within  doors,  I  muft  recall  to  mind  the  fine  winding 
walks  on  the  South  fide  of  the  hills,  the  great  beech  fixteen  feet  in 
girth,  the  pidturefque  birch  with  its  long  dreaming  branches/  the 
hermitage,  the  great  cataradts  adjacent,  and  the  darkfome  chafm 
beneath.  I  muft  enjoy  over  again  the  view  of  the  fine  reach  of  the 
Lay^  and  its  union  with  the  broad  water  of  the  Lion  :  I  muft  ftep 
down  to  view  the  druidical  cirdes  of  ftones ;  and  laftly,  I  muft  vifit 
Tay-bridge.  L ay -bridge ,  and,  as  far  as  my  pen  can  contribute,  extend  the  fame 

of  our  military  countrymen,  who,  among  other  works  worthy  of 
the  Romans ,  founded  this  bridge,  and  left  its  hiftory  infcribed  in 
thefe  terms : 

Mi  rare 

viam  hanc  militarem 
Ultra  Romanos  terminos 
M.  PafTuum.  ccl  hac  iliac 
extenfam ; 

Tefquis  et  paludibus  infultantem 
per  Montes  rupefque  patefadlam 
et  indignanti  Tavo 
ut  cernis  inftratam  : 

Opus  hoc  arduuum  fua  folertia, 

Et  decennali  militum  opera, 

A.  iEr.  Xna£  1733.  Pofuit  G.  Wade 
Copiarum  in  Scotia  Prasfedtus. 

Ecce  quantum  valeant 
Regis  Georgii  II.  Aufpicia. 

Lay  month 
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T ay  mouth  is  a  large  houfe,  a  caftle  modernized.  The  moil  re¬ 
markable  pare  of  its  furniture  is  the  works  of  the  famous  Jamefon*, 
the  Scotch  Vandyck ,  an  eleve  of  this  family.  That,  fingular  perform¬ 
ance  of  his,  the  genealogical  pidlure,  is  in  good  prefervation.  The 
chief  of  the  Argyle  family  is  placed  recumbent  at  the  foot  of  a  tree, 
with  a  branch.  5  on.  the  right  is  a  ftngle  head  of  his  eldeft  fon,  Sir 
Duncan  Campbell,  Laird  of  Lochou  *,  but  on  the  various  ramifications, 
are  the  names  of  his  defeendents,  and  along  the  body  of  the  tree  are 
nine  final!  heads,  in  oval  frames,  with  the  names  on  the  margins, 
all  done  with  great  neatnefs :  the  fecond  fon  was  firft  of  the  houfe 
of  Breadalbane ,  which  branched  from  the  other  about  four  hundred 
years  ago.  In  a  corner  is  inlcribed,  The  Geneologie  of  the  houfe  of 
Glenorquhie  Quhairof  is  defeendit  fundrie  nobil  iff  worthie  houfes . 
Jamefon  faciebat.  1 635.  Its  fize  is  eight  feet  by  five.  In  the 
fame  room  are  about  twenty  heads  of  perfons  of  the  family  \  among 
others,  that  of  a  lady,  fo  very  ugly,  that  a  wag,  on  feeing  it,  with 
lifted  hands  pronounced,  that  fhe  was  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made . 
There  are  in  the  fame  houfe,  feveral  heads  by  Jamefon  *,  but  many 
of  them  unfortunately  fpoiled  in  the  repairing. 

In  the  library  is  a  fmafl  book,  called,  from  the  binding,  the 
black  book ,  with  fome  beautifull  drawings  in  it,  on  vellum,  of  the 
Breadalbane  family,  in  water  colors.  In  the  firft  page  is  old  Sir 

*  Son  of  an  architect  at  Aberdeen  ;  ffcudied  under  Rubens ,  at  Antwerp*  Charles  I.. 
fat  to  him,  and  prefented  him  with  a  diamond  ring.  He  always  drew  himfelf 
with  his  hat  on.  His  prices  wrere  20 1.  Scots,  or  1 1.  13s.  ^d.  Englijh ,  per  head: 
was  born  in  1586  ;  died  at  Edinburgh,  1644.  For  a  further  account,  confult  Mr, 
Walpole's  Anecdotes  of  Painting. 
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Duncan,  between  two  other  figures ;  then  follow  feveral  chiefs  of 
the  family,  among  whom  is  Sir  Colin ,  Knight  of  Rhodes ,  who  died 
1480,  aged  80.  At  the  end  is  a  manufcript  hiftory  of  the  family, 
ending,  I  think,  in  1633. 

July  30.  Went  to  divine  fervice  at  Kinmore*  church,  which,  with  the 
village,  was  re-built,  in  the  neateft  manner,  by  the  prefent  Lord 
Rreadalbane :  they  (land  beautifully  on  a  fmall  headland,  projedting 
into  the  lake.  His  Lordfiiip  permits  the  inhabitants  to  live  rent- 
free,  on  condition  they  exercife  fome  trade,  and  keep  their  houfes 
clean :  fo  that,  by  thefe  terms,  he  not  only  fiaves  the  expence  of 
fending,  on  every  trifling  occafion,  to  Perth  or  Crief,  but  has  got 
fome  as  good  workmen,  in  common  trades,  as  any  in  his  Majefty’s 
dominions. 

The  church  is  a  remarkably  neat  plain  building,  with  a  very 
handfome  tower  fteeple.  The  congregation  was  numerous,  decent, 
attentive,  (till ;  well  and  neatly  clad,  and  not  a  ragged  or  flovenly 
perfon  among  them.  There  were  two  fervices,  one  in  Englijh ,  the 
other  in  Erfe .  After  the  firft,  numbers  of  people,  of  both  fexes, 
went  out  of  church,  and  feating  themfelves  in  the  church-yard, 
made,  in  their  motly  habits,  a  gay  and  pidturefque  appearance. 

Highland  The  devotion  of  the  common  people  of  Scotland ,  on  the  ufual  days 

'°-»GA-  of  worfhip,  is  as  much  to  be  admired,  as  their  conduct  at  thefacra- 
ment  in  certain  places  is  to  be  cenfured.  It  is  celebrated  but  once 
in  a  year  f  5  when  there  are  fometimes  three  thoufand  communi- 

*  Or  the  Great  Head. 

f  Formerly  the  facrament  was  adminiftered  but  once  in  two  years* 
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cants,  and  as  many  idle  fpe&ators.  Of  the  firft,  as  many  as  poffi- 
ble  crowd  on  each  fide  of  a  long  table,  and  the  elements  are  fome- 
times  rudely  flioven  from  one  to  another  j  and  in  certain  places, 
before  the  day  is  at  an  end,  fighting  and  other  indecencies  enfue. 
It  has  often  been  made  a  feafon  for  debauchery ;  and  to  this  day. 
Jack  cannot  always  be  perfuaded  to  eat  his  meat  like  a  chriftian  *. 

Every  Sunday  a  colle&ion  is  made  for  the  fick  or  necefii tous  5 
for  poor’s  rates  are  unknown  in  every  country  parifh  in  Scotland. 
Notwithftanding  the  common  people  are  but  juft  rouzed  from  their 
native  indolence,  very  few  beggars  are  feen  in  North  Britain  :  ei¬ 
ther  they  are  full  mafters  of  the  lefton  of  being  content  with  a  very 
little ;  or,  what  is  more  probable,  they  are  poflefied  of  a  fpirit  that 
will  ftruggle  hard  with  necefiity  before  it  will  bend  to  the  afking  of 
alms. 

Vifited  a  pretty  if! and  in  Loch-Tay ,  tufted  with  trees,  and  not 
far  from  the  fhore.  On  it  are  the  ruins  of  a  priory  dependent  on 
that  at  Scone ;  founded  in  1122,  by  Alexander  the  Firft;  in  which 
were  depofited  the  remains  of  his  Queen  Sybilla ,  natural  daughter 
to  Henry  I.  :  it  was  founded  by  Alexander  in  order  for  the  prayers 
of  the  Monks  for  the  repofe  of  his  foul,  and  that  of  his  royal  con- 
fort  -f\  To  this  ifiand  the  Campbells  retreated,  during  the  fucceftes 
of  the  Marauis  of  M.ontrofe ,  where  they  defended  themfelves  againft 

*  Tale  of  a  Tub. 

f  As  appears  from  a  grant  made  by  that  Monarch  of  the  ille  in  Loch-Tay „ 
•ZJt  Ecclefa  Dei  ibi  pro  me  et  pro  Anima  Sybilla  Regince  ibi  defunttce  fabric 
j c-etur ,  &c» 
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that  hero,  which  was  one  caufe  of  his  violent  refentment  againft  the 
whole  name. 

July  31.  Rode  to  Glen-Lion *,  went  by  the  fide  of  the  river  *  that  gives 
name  to  it.  It  has  now  loft  its  antient  title  of  Duie,  or  Black ,  given 
it  on  account  of  a  great  battle  between  the  Mackays  and  the  Mac- 
gregors ;  after  which,  the  conquerors  are  faid  to  have  ftained  the 
water  with  red,  by  wafhing  in  it  their  bloody  fwords  and  fpears. 
On  the  right  is  a  rocky  hill,  called  Shi-halleny  or  the  Paps.  Enter 
Glen-Lion  through  a  ftrait  pafs :  the  vale  is  narrow,  but  fertile  1 
the  banks  of  the  river  fteep,  rocky,  and  wooded  ^  through  which 
appears  the  rapid  water  of  the  Lion .  On  the  North  is  a  round 
fortrefs,  on  the  top  of  the  hill ;  to  which,  in  old  times,  the  natives 
retreated,  on  any  invafion.  A  little  farther,  on  a  plain,  is  a  fmall 
Roman  camp  -f,  called  by  the  Highlanders  Fortingal ,  or  the  Fort 
of  the  Strangers :  themfelves  they  ftile  Na  fian>  or  dependents  of 
Great  Yew.  Fingal  In  Fortingal  church-yard  are  the  remains  of  a  prodigious 
yew-tree,  whofe  ruins  meafured  fifty-fix  feet  and  a  half  in  circum¬ 
ference. 

Saw  at  the  houfe  of  Col.  Campbell  of  Glen-Lion ,  a  curious  walk- 
ing-ftaft,  belonging  to  one  of  his  anceftors :  it  was  iron  cafed  in 
leather,  five  feet  long ;  at  the  top  a  neat  pair  of  extended  wings, 
like  a  caduceus  j  but,  on  being  fhaken,  a  poniard,  two  feet  nine 
inches  long,  darted  out. 


#  This  river  freezes  ;  but  the  Fay,  which  receives  it,  never  does. 

f  It  poffibly  might  have  been  made  during  the  expedition  of  Several ,  who  pene¬ 
trated  to  the  extremity  of  this  ifland.  It  was  the  molt  Northern  work  of  the  Romani 
I  had  any  intelligence  o£ 
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He  alfo  favored  me  with  the  fight  of  a  very  antient  brotche, 
which  the  Highlanders  ufe,  like  the  fibula  of  the  Ronians ,  to  fallen 
their  veil :  it  is  made  of  filver,  is  round,  with  a  bar  crofs  the  mid¬ 
dle,  from  whence  are  two  tongues  to  fallen  the  folds  of  the  gar- 
ments  :  one  fide  is  lludded  with  pearl,  or  coarfe  gems,  in  a  very 
rude  manner ;  on  the  other,  the  names  of  the  three  kings  of  Cologne , 
Caspar,  Melchior,  Baltazar  ;  with  the  word  confummatim • 
It  was  probably  a  confecrated  brotche,  and  worn  not  only  for  ufe, 
but  as  an  amulet.  Keyfier* s  account  of  the  virtues  attributed  to 
their  names  confirms  my  opinion.  He  fays  that  they  were  written 
on  Hips  of  paper  in  this  form,  and  worn  as  prefervatives  againll  the 
falling-ficknefs : 

Gajpar  fert  Myrrham,  Thus  Melchior ,  Balthazar  Aurum  ; 
Solvitur  a  morbo  Chrifti  pietate  caduco. 

Return  South,  and  come  at  once  in  fight  of  Loch-Tay.  The  day 
very  fine  and  calm,  the  whole  fcene  was  moll  beautifully  repeated 
in  the  water.  I  mull  not  omit  that  on  the  North  fide  of  this  lake 
is  a  moll  excellent  road,  which  runs  the  whole  length  of  it,  leading 
to  T eindrum  and  Inveraray ,  in  Argylejhire ,  and  is  the  route  which 
travellers  mull  take,  who  make  what  I  call  the  petit  tour*  of  Scot¬ 
land.  This  whole  road  was  made  at  the  foie  expence  of  the  prefent 

*  Which  comprehends  the  route  I  have  defcribed ;  adding  to  it,  from  'Taymouth * 

along  the  road,  on  the  fide  of  the  lake,  to  Killin,  1 6  miles ;  from  thence  to 

% 

T eindrum ,  20;  Glenorchie ,  12;  Inveraray,  16;  Lufs ,  oil  the  banks  of  Loch - 

> 

Lomond,  30;  Dunbarton,  12;  Glafgozv,  15;  Sterling ,  31;  Edinburgh,  by  Hope- 

toun  Houfe,  35  ;  a  trad  unparalleled,  for  the  variety  and  frequency  of  fine  and 
magnificent  fcenery. 
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Lord  Breadalbane  \  who,  to  facilitate  the  travelling,  alfo  ereCted 
thirty-two  Hone-bridges  over  the  torrents  that  ruffi  from  the  moun¬ 
tains  into  the  lake.  They  will  find  the  whole  country  excell  in 
roads,  partly  military,  partly  done  by  ftatute  labor,  and  much  by 
the  munificence  of  the  great  men. 

I  was  informed,  that  Lord  Breadalbane' s  eftate  was  fo  extenfive 
that  he  could  ride  a  hundred  miles  an  end  on  it,  even  as  far  as  the 
Weft  Sea,  where  he  has  alfo  fome  iflands.  Thefe  great  properties 
are  divided  into  diftriCts,  called  Officiates :  a  ground  officer  prefides 
over  each,  and  has  three,  four,  or  five  hundred  men  under  his 
care.  He  fuperintends  the  duties  due  from  each  to  their  Lord,, 
fuch  as  fetching  peat,  bringing  coal  from  Crieff  &c.  which  they 
do,  at  their  own  expence,  on  horfes  backs,  travelling  in  firings, 
the  tail  of  one  horfe  being  faftened  by  a  cord,  which  reaches  to  the 
head  of  the  next :  the  horfes  are  little,  and  generally  white  or  grey ; 
and  as  the  farms  are  very  fmall,  it  is  common  for  four  people  to 
keep  a  plough  between  them,  each  furniffiing  a  horfe,  and  this  is 
called  a  horfe-gang. 

The  North  fide  of  Loch-Lay  is  very  populous  ;  for  in  fixteeti 
ftpiare  miles  are  feventeen  hundred  and  eighty-fix  fouls :  on  the 
other  fide,  about  twelve  hundred.  The  country,  within  thefe 
thirty  years,  manufactures  a  great  deal  of  thread.  They  fpin  with 
rocks  *,  which  they  do  while  they  attend  their  cattle  on  the  hills  % 
and,  at  the  four  fairs  in  the  year,  held  at  Kinmore ,  above  fixteen 
hundred  pounds  worth  of  yarn  is  fold  out  of  Breadalbane  only  : 

'*  Their  Lord  gives  among  them  annually  a  great  number  of  fpinning-wheels, 
which  will  foon  caufe  the  difufe  of  the  rock, 

which, 
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which  fh$ws  the  great  increafe  of  induftry  in  thefe  parts,  for  ids 
than  forty  years  ago  there  was  not  the  left  trade  in  this  article. 

The  yarn  is  bought  by  perfons  who  attend  the  fairs  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  and  fell  it  again  at  Perth ,  Glafgowy.  and  other  places,  where 
it  is  manufactured  into  cloth. 

Much  of  this  may  be  owing  to  the  good  fenfe  and  humanity  of 
the  chieftain ;  but  much  again  is  owing  to  the  abolition  of  the 
feudal  tenures,  or  vaflfalage ;  for  before  that  was  effected,  (which 
was  done  by  the  influence  of  a  Chancellor*,  whofe  memory  Scotland 
gratefully  adores  for  that  fervice)  the  Strong  opprefled  the  Weak, 
the  Rich  the  Poor.  Courts  indeed  were  held,  and  juries  called  ; 
but  juries  of  vaftals,  too  dependent  and  too  timid  to  be  relied  on 
for  the  execution  of  true  juftice. 

Lea vt  P ay  mouth  \  ford  the  Lion,  and  ride  above  it  thro5  fome  Auc..r, 
woods.  On  the  left  burfts  out  a  fine  cafcade,  in  a  deep  hollow, 
covered  with  trees  :  at  a  fmall  diftance  to  the  Weft  is  Caftle  Garths 
a  fmall  caftle  feated  like  Caftle  Campbell ,  between  two  deep  glens* 

Keep  afcending  a  fteep  hill,  but  the  corn  country  continues  for  a 

while:  the  fcene  then  changes  for  a  wild,  black,  and  mountainous 

heath.  Defcend  into  Rannochy  a  meadowy  plain,  tolerably  fertile:  Rannocbf. 

the  lake  of  the  fame  name  extends  from  Eaft  to  Weft-,  is  about 

eleven  miles  long,  and  one  broad  :  the  Northern  bank  appears  very 

barren;  part  of  the  Southern  finely  covered  with  a  foreft  of  pine  Pine  Forest, 

and  birch,  the  firft  natural  woods  I  had  feen  of  pines :  rode  a  good 

way  in  it,  but  obferved  no  trees  of  any  fize,  except  a  birch  fixteen 

*'  Earl  o i  Hard-wick,  who  may  be  truly  faid  to  have  given  to  the  North  Britons 
their  great, charter  of  liberty. 
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feet  in  circumference  :  the  ground  beneath  the  trees  is  covered  with 
heath,  bilberies,  and  dwarf  arbutus,  whofe  gloffy  leaves  make  a 
pretty  appearance.  This  place  gives  flicker  to  black  game,  and 
Hoesc  Roes.  Thefe  animals  are  found  from  the  banks  of  Loch-Lomond , 
as  far  North  as  the  entrance  into  Cathnefs :  in  fummer  their  hair  is 
fhort,  fmooth,  gloffy,  and  red ;  at  approach  of  winter  grows  long 
and  hoary,  and  proves  an  excellent  defence  againft:  the  rigor  of  the 
Highland  air.  The  weight  of  a  full-grown  Roe  is  60  tfe.  The  horns 
of  the  fecond  year  are  (trait,  (lender,  and  without  any  branch :  in 
the  third  become  bifurcated :  in  the  fourth,  trifurcated,  and  grow 
more  fcabrous  and  ftronger,  in  proportion  to  their  longevity.  They 
feed  during  fummer  on  grafs,  and  are  remarkably  fond  of  the  Ruhus 
Saxatilis ,  called  in  the  Highlands  on  that  account  the  Roebuck  Berry . 
When  the  ground  is  covered  with  fnow,  they  browze  oh  the  extreme 
branches  of  the  pine  and  juniper.  They  bring  two  young  at  a 
time :  the  fawns  elegantly  fpotted  with  white.  It  is  extremely  diffi¬ 
cult  to  rear  them  ;  commonly  eight  out  of  ten  dying  in  the  attempt. 
The  flefh  of  the  Roe  is  by  fome  accounted  a  delicacy :  to  me  it 
feemed  very  dry.  They  keep  in  fmall  families  of  five  or  fix. 

Near  thefe  woods  is  a  faw-mill,  which  is  rented  from  the  Govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  the  tenant  is  obliged  to  work  1 50  tuns  of  timber  an¬ 
nually,  paying  eighteen  (hillings  and  fix-pence  per  tun.  The  deal, 
which  is  the  red  fort,  is  fold  in  plank  to  different  parts  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  carried  on  horfes  backs,  for  the  trees  are  now7  grown  fo  fcarce 
as  not  to  admit  of  exportation  *. 


The 


*  Some  Pot~A(h  is  alfo  made  of  the  Birch  Wood* 
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The  lake  affords  no  other  fifh  than  Trouts,  fmall  Chars,  and 
Bull  Trouts-,  the  lad,  as  I  was  informed,  are  fometimes  taken  of 
the  length  of  four  feet  and  a  half.  Many  water  fowl  breed  in  the 
birns  or  little  dreams  that  trickle  into  the  lake ;  among  others,  dif¬ 
ferent  fort  of  Grebes,  and  Divers  :  I  was  told  of  one  which  the  in¬ 
habitants  call  Fur-bhuachaille ,  that  makes  a  great  noife  before  dorms, 
and  by  their  defcription  find  it  to  be  the  fpeckled  Diver,  Br.  ZooL 
2d.  ed.  II.  414.  No  rats  have  hitherto  been  obferved  in  this 
country. 

This  country  was  once  the  property  of  Robertfon  of  Struan. ,  who 
had  been  in  the  rebellion  of  1715  j  had  his  edate  redored,  but  in 
1745  rebelling  a  fecond  time,  the  country  was  burnt,  and  the  edate 
annexed  to  the  crown.  He  returned  a  few  years  after,  and  died  as 
he  lived,  a  mod  abandoned  fot ;  notwithdanding  which,  he  had  a 
genius  for  poetry,  and  left  behind  him  a  volume  of  elegies,  and 
other  pieces,  in  fome  of  which  he  elegantly  laments  the  ravages  of 
war  among  his  vaffals,  and  the  lofs  of  his  favorite  fcenes,  and  in 
particular  his  fountain  Argentine. 

The  country  is  perfectly  highland  ;  and.  in  fpite  of  the  intercourfe 
this  and  the  neighboring  parts  have  of  late  years  had  with  the  red 
of  the  world,  it  dill  retains  fome  of  its  antient  cudoms  and  fuper- 
ditions :  they  decline  daily,  but  lead  their  memory  fhould  be  lod, 
I  fliall  mention  feveral  that  are  dill  p  radii  fed,  or  but  very  lately  dif- 
ufed  in  the  trad!  I  had  paffed  oyer.  Such  a  record  will  have  this 
advantage  when  the  follies  are  quite  extindl,  in  teaching  the  un- 
diackled  and  enlightened  mind  the  difference  between  the  pure  ce¬ 
remonies  of  religion,  and  the  wild  and  anile  flights  of  fuperdition. 

The 
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Spectres* 


The  belief  in  fpedtres  {till  exifts ;  of  which  I  had  a  remarkable 
proof  while  I  was  in  the  county  of  Breadalbane .  A  poor  vifionary, 
who  had  been  working  in  his  cabbage-garden,  imagined  that  he 
was  raifed  fuddenly  into  the  air,  and  conveyed  over  a  wall  into  an 
adjacent  corn-field*;  that  he  found  himfelf  furrounded  by  a  crowd 
of  men  and  women,  many  of  whom  he  knew  to  have  been  dead 
fome  years,  and  who  appeared  to  him  flamming  over  the  tops  of 
the  unbended  corn,  and  mingling  together  like  bees  going  to  hive : 
that  they  fpoke  an  unknown  language  and  with  a  hollow  found  : 
that  they  very  roughly  pufned  him  to  and  fro  ;  but  on  his  uttering 
the  name  of  God,  all  vanifhed  but  a  female  fprite,  who  feizing  him 
by  the  fhoulder,  obliged  him  to  promife  an  affignation,  at  that  very 
hour,  that  day  fevenight :  that  he  then  found  that  his  hair  was  all 
tied  in  double  knots,  and  that  he  had  almoft  loft  the  ufe  of  his 
fpeech  :  that  he  kept  his  word  with  the  fpedtre,  whom  he  foon  faw 
come  floating  thro’  the  air  towards  him  :  that  he  fpoke  to  her,  but 
fhe  told  him  at  that  time  fhe  was  in  too  much  hafte  to  attend  to 
him,  but  bid  him  go  away,  and  no  harm  fhould  befall  him  ;  and  fo 
the  affair  refted  when  I  left  the  country.  But  it  is  incredible  the 
mifchief  thefe  JEgri  Somnia  did  in  the  neighborhood :  the  friends 
and  relations  of  the  deceafed,  whom  the  old  Dreamer  had  named, 
were  in  the  utmoft  anxiety  at  finding  them  in  fuch  bad  company  in 
the  other  world  :  the  almoft  extindt  belief  of  the  old  idle  tales  began 
again  to  gain  ground,  and  the  good  minifter  will  have  many  a  weary 


*  Tliefe  tales  of  fpedral  tranfportations  are  far  from  being  new ;  Mr.  Aubrey, 
in  liis  Mifcellanies,  p.  13,  gives  two  ridiculous  relations  of  almoit  fimilar  fads, 
one  in  Devonjhire,  the  other  in  the  fhire  of  Murray . 
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difcourfe  and  exhortation  before  he  can  eradicate  the  abfurd  ideas 
this  idle  ftory  has  revived. 

In  this  part  of  the  country  the  notion  of  witchcraft  is  quite  loft : 
it  was  obferved  to  ceafe  almoft  immediately  on  the  repeal  of  the 
witch  adt*;  a  proof  what  a  dangerous  inftrument  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  vindi&ive,  or  of  the  credulous. 

Among  the  fuperftitious  cuftoms  thefe  are  the  moft  Angular. 
A  Highlander  never  begins  any  thing  of  confequence  on  the  day  of 
the  week  on  which  the  3d  of  May  falls,  which  he  ftyles  La 
Sh  each  anna  na  hleanagh ,  or  the  difmal  day. 

On  the  1  ft  of  May^  the  herdfmen  of  every  village  hold  their 
Bel-teinf ,  a  rural  facrifice.  They  cut  a  fquare  trench  on  the 
ground,  leaving  the  turf  in  the  middle ;  on  that  they  make  a  fire 
of  wood,  on  which  they  drefs  a  large  caudle  of  eggs,  butter,  oat- 
meal  and  milk  •,  and  bring,  beiides  the  ingredients  of  the  caudle, 
plenty  of  beer  and  whifky ;  for  each  of  the  company  muft  contri¬ 
bute  fomething.  The  rites  begin  with  fpilling  fome  of  the  caudle 
on  the  ground,  by  way  of  libation  :  on  that,  every  one  takes  a  cake 
of  oatmeal,  upon  which  are  raifed  nine  fquare  knobs,  each  dedicated 
to  fome  particular  being,  the  fuppofed  preferver  of  their  flocks  and 
herds,  or  to  fome  particular  animal,  the  real  deftroyer  of  them 
each  perfon  then  turns  his  face  to  the  fire,  breaks  off  a  knob,  and 
flinging  it  over  his  ftioulders,  fays,  This  I  give  to  thee ,  preferve  thou 

*  Which  was  not  till  the  year  1736, 

f  My  account  of  this,  and  every  other  ceremony  mentioned  in  this  Journal, 
was  communicated  to  me  by  gentlemen  relident  on  the  fpot  where  they  were 
performed. 
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my  horfes ;  this  to  thee ,  preferve  thou  my  /beep ;  and  fo  on.  After 
that,  they  ufe  the  fame  ceremony  to  the  noxious  animals :  This  I 
give  to  thee ,  O  Hw  /  my  lambs  \  this  to  theey  O  hooded. 

Crow !  this  to  thee ,  0  Eagle  ! 

When  the  ceremony  is  over,  they  dine  on  the  caudle ;  and  after 
the  feaft  is  fnifhed,  what  is  left  is  hid  by  two  perfons  deputed  for 
thatpurpofe;  but  on  the  next  Sunday  they  re-affemble,  and  fmifh 
the  reliques  of  the  firft  entertainment*. 

On  the  death  of  a  Highlander,  the  corps  being  ilretched  on  a 
board,  and  covered  with  a  coarfe  linnen  wrapper,  the  friends  lay 
on  the  breall  of  the  deceafed  a  wooden  platter,  containing  a  fmali 
quantity  of  fait  and  earth,  feparate  and  unmixed  ;  the  earth,  an 
emblem  of  the  corruptible  body  *,  the  fait,  an  emblem  of  the  im¬ 
mortal  fpirit.  All  fire  is  extinguifhed  where  a  corps  is  kept  ^  and 
it  is  reckoned  fo  ominous  for  a  dog  or  cat  to  pafs  over  it*  that  the 
poor  animal  is  killed  without  mercy. 


*  A  cudom,  favoring  of  the  Scotch  Bel-tein ,  prevales  in  Gloucefterjhire ,  particu¬ 
larly  about  Newent  and  the  neighboring  parilhes,  on  the  twelfth  day,  or  on  the 
Epiphany ,  in  the  evening.  All  the  fervants  of  every  particular  farmer  alfemble 
together  in  one  of  the  fields  that  has  been  fown  with  wheat ;  on  the  border  of 
which,  in  the  mod  confpicuous  or  moft  elevated  place,  they  make  twelve  fires  of 
draw,  in  a  row ;  around  one  of  which,  made  larger  than  the  reft,  they  drink  a 
chearful  glafs  of  cyder  to  their  mailer’s  health,  fuccefs  to  the  future  harved,  and 
then  returning  home  they  fead  on  cakes,  made  of  carraways,  Sec.  foaked  in  cyder, 
which  they  clame  as  a  reward  for  their  pad  labors  in  lowing  the  grain.  This  feems 
to  referable  a  cudom  of  the  antient  Danes ,  who,  in  their  addreifes  to  their  deities,, 
emptied,  on  every  invocation,  a  cup  in  honor  of  them.  Niordi  et  Frejje 
memoria  poculis  recolebatur ,  annua  ut  ipjis  contingcret  f elicit  as  y  frugumque  et  reliqua; 
annonte  uberrimus  prouentus^  Worm.  Monum.  Dan.  lib.  i.  p.  28. 
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The  Late-wake  is  a  ceremony  ufed  at  funerals.  The  evening  Late-wake, 
after  the  death  of  any  perfon,  the  relations  and  friends  of  the  , 
deceafed  meet  at  the  houfe,  attended  by  bagpipe  or  fiddle;  the 
neareft  of  kin,  be  it  wife,  fon,  or  daughter,  opens  a  melancholy  ball, 
dancing  and  greeting,  i.  e.  crying  violently  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  this 
continues  till  day-light;  but  with  fuch  gambols  and  frolicks  among  the 
younger  part  of  the  company,  that  the  lofs  which  occafioned  them 
is  often  more  than  fupplied  by  the  confequences  of  that  night  *. 

If  the  corps  remains  unburied  for  two  nights,  the  fame  rites  are 
renewed.  Thus,  Scythian- like,  they  rejoice  at  the  deliverance  of 
their  friends  out  of  this  life  of  mifery. 

The  Coranich ,  or  finging  at  funerals,  is  ftill  in  ufe  in  fome  places:  Coran ich. 
the  fongs  are  generally  in  praife  of  the  deceafed ;  or  a  recital  of  the 
valiant  deeds  of  him,  or  his  ancefiors.  I  had  not  the  fortune  to  be 
prefent  at  any  in  North  Britain ,  but  formerly  afiifted  at  one  in  the 
South  of  Ireland ,  where  it  was  performed  in  the  fullnefs  of  horror. 

The  cries  are  called  by  the  Irijh  the  5 Ulogohne  and  Hullulu ,  two 
words  extremely  expreflive  of  the  found  uttered  on  thefe  occafions, 
and  being  of  Celtic  ftock,  Etymologies  would  fwear  to  be  the  origin 
of  the  oroxvyuv  of  the  Greeks ,  and  Ululatus  of  the  Latins.  Virgil  is 
very  fond  of  ufing  the  laft,  whenever  any  of  his  females  are  diftreff- 
ed ;  as  are  others  of  the  Roman  Poets,  and  generally  on  occafions 
fimilar  to  this. 


*  This  cuftom  was  derived  from  their  Northern  anceftors.  Long}  fecurius  mori 
■endum  ejfe  arbitrantur ,  quant  cvicvendum  :  puerperia  Indtu,  funeraque  fefti'vo  cantu ,  ut 
■in  plurimum  concelebr  antes.  Ola  us  Magnus.  116. 
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It  was  my  fortune  to  arrive  at  a  certain  town  in  Kerry,  at  the 
time  that  a  perfon  of  fome  diftin&ion  departed  this  life  :  my  curi- 
ofity  led  me  to  the  houfe,  where  the  funeral  feemed  conduced  in 
the  pureft  claflicakform.  v 

Quodcunque  afpicerem  lutfus  gemitufque  fonabant , 

Formaque  non  taciti  funeris  intus  erat. 

In  ihort,  the  conclamatio  was  fet  up  by  the  friends  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  as  Virgil  defcribes  that  confequential  of  Dido's  death. 

Lamentis  gemituque  et  f amine o  ululatu  - 
Feffia  fremunt. 

Immediately  after  this  followed  another  ceremony,  fully  defcribed 
by  Cambden ,  in  his  account  of  the  manners  of  the  antient  Irijh  ;  the 
earned  expoftulations  and  reproaches  given  to  the  deceafed,  for 
quitting  this  world,  where  fhe  enjoyed  fo  many  bleflings,  fo  good  a 
Jiufband,  fuch  fine  children.  This  cuftom  is  alfo  of  great  antiquity, 
for  Euryalus' s  mother  makes  the  fame  pathetic  addrefs  to  her  dead 
fon. 

T une  ilia  feneffa 
Sera  me  a  requies ?  potuijli  relinquere  folam 
Crudelis  ? 

But  when  the  time  approached  for  carrying  out  the  corps,  the  cry' 
was  'redoubled, 

Frernulis  ululatibus  athera  complent ; 
a  numerous  band  of  females  waiting  in  the  outer  court,  to  attend 
the  hearfe,  and  to  pay  (in  chorus)  the  laft  tribute  of  their  voices. 
The  habit  of  this  furrowing  train,  and  the  negled  of  their  perfons, 
were  admirably  fuited  to  the  occafion  :  their  robes  were  black,  and 

flowing*, 
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flowing,  refembling  the  antient  Pallet ;  their  feet  naked,  their  hair 
long,  and  difheveled  :  I  might  truely  fay, 

JJt  qui  condufii  plorant  in  funera,  dicunt 
Et  faciunt  props  plura  dolentibus  ex  ammo . 

The  corps  was  carried  flowly  along  the  verge  of  a  mod  beautiful! 
lake,  the  ululatus  was  continued,  and  the  whole  procefiion  ended 
among  the  venerable  ruins  of  an  old  abby.  But  to  return  to  North- ' 
Britain. 

Midwives  give  new-born  babes  a  fmall  fpoonfull  of  earth  and 
whifky,  as  the  fird  food  they  take. 

Before  women  bake  their  bannocks,  or  oatmeal  cakes,  they  make 
a  crofs  on  the  laft. 

The  notion  of  fecond-fight'dill  prevales  in  a  few  places :  as  does 
the  belief  of  Fairies  ^  and  children  are  watched  till  the  chridening 
is  over,  lead:  they  fhould  be  Hole,  or  changed. 

Elf -foots,  i.  e.  the  done  arrow-heads  of  the  old  inhabitants  of 
this  ifland,  are  fuppofed  to  be  weapons  (hot  by  Fairies  at  cattle,  to 
which  are  attributed  any  diforders  they  have :  in  order  to  effect  a 
cure,  the  cow  is  to  be  touched  by  an  elf-fhot,  or  made  to  drink 
the  water  in  which  one  has  been  dipped.  The  fame  virtue  is  faid 
to  be  found  in  the  crydal  gems  *,  and  in  the  adder-done,  our  Glein 
Naidr ;  and  it  is  alfo  believed  that  good  fortune  mud  attend  the 
owner  *,  fo,  for  that  reafon,  the  fird  is  called  Clach  Bhuai ,  or  the 
powerfull  done.  Captain  Archibald  Campbell  fliewed  me  one,  a 
fpheroid  fet  in  filver,  which  people  came  for  the  ufe  of  above  a* 

*  Woodward's  Method  of  Fofiils,  p,  30.  See  alfo  Mr.  Aubrey's  Mifcellanies, 
p,  128*. 
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hundred  miles,  and  brought  the  water  it  was  to  be  dipt  in  with 
them ;  for  without  that,  in  human  cafes,  it  was  believed  to  have  no 

effeft. 

Thefe  have  been  fuppofed  to  be  magical  Hones  or  gems  ufed  by 
the  Druids ,  to  be  infpedted  by  a  chafte  boy,  who  was  to  fee  in  them 
an  apparition  informing  him  of  future  events.  This  impofture,  as 
we  are  told  by  Doctor  Woodward ,  was  revived  in  the  laid  century 
by  the  famous  Dodtor  Dee,  who  called  it  his  Jhew  fione  and  holy  ftone , 
and  pretended,  by  its  means,  to  foretell  events.  I  find  in  Mont - 
faucon  %  that  it  was  cuflomary  in  early  times  to  depofite  Balls  of 
this  kind  in  urns  or  fepulchers  :  thus  twenty  were  found  at  Rome  in 
an  alabaftrine  urn :  and  one  was  difcovered  in  1653,  in  the  tomb  of 
Childeric  at  "Tour mi ;  he  was  King  of  France ,  and  died  A.  D.  480. 

Aug,  2.  Left  Carrie ,  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Campbell ,  fadtor  for  the  Struan. 

eftate,  where  I  had  a  very  hofpitable  reception  the  preceding  night. 
Went  due  Eait ;  pafied  over  a  bridge  crofs  the  F timely  which  dis¬ 
charges  itfelf  out  of  Loch-RannocK  Not  far  off  were  fome  neat 
fmall  houfes,  inhabited  by  veteran  foldiers,  who  were  fettled  here 
after  the  peace  of  1748  *,  had  land,  and  three  pounds  in  money 
given,  and  nine  pounds  lent,  to  begin  the  world  with.  In  fome 
few  places  this  plan  fucceeded  ♦,  but  in  general,  was  fruftrated  by 
the  diffipation  of  thefe  new  colonifts,  who  could  by  no  means  relifti 
an  induftrious  life  5  but  as  foon  as  the  money  was  Ipent,  which 
feldom  lafted  long,  left  their  tenements  to  be  polfelfed  by  the  next 


*  Let  Monument  de  la  Menace  hie  Fran^oifet 
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Saw  a  damping-mill,  calculated  to  reduce  lime-dome  to  a  fine 
powder,  in  order  to  fave  the  expence  of  burning,  for  manure. 
The  dampers  beat  it  into  fmall  pieces  in  a  trough,  which  a  dream 
of  water  paffed  through,  carrying  off  the  finer  parts  into  a  proper 
receptacle,  the  grofs  ones  being  dopped  by  a  grate.  I  did  not  find 
that  this  project  anfwered ;  but  was  told,  that  the  benefit 
the  land  was  to  receive  from  it,  would  not  appear  till  the  third 
year. 

On  going  up  a  deep  hill,  have  a  fine  view  of  the  lake.  Where 
the  mountains  almod  clofe,  is  Mount  Alexander ,  where  Struan  once 
redded,  and  which  he  called  his  hermitage :  it  is  a  mod  romantic 
fituation,  prettily  wooded,  impending  over  a  fine  bafon,  formed  by 
the  T umel ,  in  a  deep  hollow  beneath.  At  the  bottom  of  this  hill 
is  Argentine ,  a  little  fountain  ^  to  which  he  gave  that  name  from  the 
filvery  mic<e  it  flings  up :  near  this  are  feveral  rude  but  beautifull 
walks  amidd  the  rocks  and  trees,  among  which,  in  clefts  and 
chafrns,  I  was  fhewn  the  hard  bed  of  the  poor  poet,  when  his  dis¬ 
loyalty  had  made  it  penal  for  him  to  fliew  his  head.  Near  this  the 
rocks  almod  meet,  and  the  river  rufhes  with  vad  violence  between. 
Some  outlawed  McGregors  were  -once  furprized  on  the  precipice, 
and  all  killed ;  one,  who  made  a  defperate  leap  upon  a  done  in  the 
middle  of  the  water,  and  another  to  the  oppofite  fide,,  had  the  hard 
fate  to  be  ihot  in  climbing  the  rocky  deeps. 

A  mile  lower  are  the  falls  of  the  Tumel :  I  have  feen  higher  ; 
but,  except  that  of  the  Rhine *  never  faw  one  with  more  water. 

Afcend  a  very  deep  and  high  hill  through  a  great  birch  wTood  j 
a  mod  pifturefque  fcene,  from  the  pendent  form  of  the  boughs 
waving  with  the  wind  from  the  bottom  to  the  utmod  fummits  of 

the 
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the  mountain.  On  attaining  the  top,  had  a  view  of  the  beautiful! 
little  Straith ,  fertile  and  prettily  wooded,  with  the  river  in  the  mid¬ 
dle,  forming  numbers  of  quick  meanders,  then  fuddenly  fwelli ng 
into  a  lake,  that  fills  the  vale  from  fide  to  fide  *,  is  about  three  miles 
long,  and  retains  the  name  of  the  river.  After  riding  along  a  black 
moor,  in  fight  of  vafi:  mountains,  arrive  at 

Blair  *,  or  Athol  Houfe,  feated  on  an  eminence  above  a  plain, 
watered  by  the  Gary ,  an  outrageous  ftream,  whofe  ravages  have 
greatly  deformed  the  vally,  by  the  vaft  beds  of  gravel  which  it  has 
left  behind.  The  houfe  was  once  fortified,  and  held  a  fiege  againft 
the  Rebels  in  1746  ;  but  at  prefent  is  much  reduced  in  height,  and 
the  infide  highly  finifhed  by  the  noble  owner.  The  molt  fingular 
piece  of  furniture  is  a  chefi:  of  drawers  made  of  broom,  moil  ele¬ 
gantly  ftriped  in  veins  of  white  and  brown.  This  plant  grows  to  a 

room-trees  great  fize  in  Scotland ,  and  furnifhes  pieces  of  the  breadth  of  fix 


Hang-nest. 

inches. 

Near  the  houfe  is  a  fine  walk  furrounding  a  very  deep  glen  finely 
wooded,  but  in  dry  weather  deficient  in  water  at  the  bottom ;  but 
on  the  fide  of  the  walk  on  the  rock  is  a  fmall  cryftalline  fountain, 
inhabited  at  that  time  by  a  pair  of  Naiads ,  in  form  of  golden  fifh. 
In  a  fpruce  fir  was  a  hang-neft  of  fome  unknown  bird,  fufpended  at 
the  four  corners  to  the  boughs  5  it  was  open  at  top,  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  diameter,  and  two  deep ;  the  fides  and  bottom  thick,  the 
materials  mofs,  worfted,  and  birch  bark,  lined  with  hair  and  fea¬ 

Parr_, 

thers.  The  ftreams  afford  the  Parr ,  a  finall  fpecies  of  Trout, 

Or  a  level  clear  fpot  of  ground*  a  lit  place  for  an  engagement. 
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Feldom  exceeding  eight  inches  in  length,  marked  on  the  Tides 
with  nine  large  bluifii  fpots,  and  on  the  lateral  line  with  fmall  red 
ones  *. 

No  traveller  fnould  omit  vifiting  Torke  Cafcade ,  a  magnificent 
cataradt,  amidd  mod  fui table  fcenery,  about  a  mile  didant  from 
the  houfe. 

This  country  is  very  mountainous,  has  no  natural  woods  except 
of  birch ;  but  the  vad  plantations  that  begin  to  cloath  the  hills 
will  amply  fupply  thefe  defedts.  There  is  a  great  quantity  of  oats 
raifed  in  this  neighborhood,  and  numbers  of  black  cattle  reared, 
the  refources  of  the  exhauded  parts  of  South  Britain. 

Vifit  the  pafs  of  Killicrankie ,  about  five  miles  South  of  Blair  : 
near  the  Northern  entrance  was  fought  the  battle  between  the 
Vifcount  Dundee  and  General  Mackay ,  in  which  the  fird  was  killed 
in  the  moment  of  vidtory.  The  pafs  is  extremely  narrow,  between 
high  mountains,  with  the  Gary  running  beneath  in  a  deep,  dark- 
feme,  and  rocky  channel,  over-hung  with  trees,  forming  a  fcene 
of  horrible  grandeur.  The  road  through  this  drait  is  very  fine, 
formed  by  the  foldiery  lent  by  the  Government,  who  have  fix-pence 
per  day  from  the  country  befides  their  pay.  About  a  mile  beyond 
the  pafs,  Mr.  Rohertfon’s ,  of  Fajkally ,  appears  like  fairy  ground 
amidd  thefe  wild  rocks,  feated  in  a  mod  beautifull  meadow,  water¬ 
ed  by  the  river  Tumel,  furrounded  with  pretty  hills  finely  wooded. 

The  Duke  of  Athol9 s  edate  is  very  extenfive,  and  the  country 
populous  :  while  vaffalage  exided,  the  chieftain  could  raife  two  or 
three  thoufand  fighting  men,  and  leave  diffident  at  home  to  take 

*  Br.  Zool.  illujtr . 
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Huntings. 

care  of  the  ground.  The  forells,  or  rather  chafes,  (for  they  are 
quite  naked)  are  very  extenfive,  and  feed  vaft  numbers  of  Stags, 
which  range,  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  in  herds  of  five  hundred. 
Some  grow  to  a  great  fize  :  I  have  heard  of  one  that  weighed  18 
itone,  Scots,  or  31410.  exclufive  of  head,  entrails  and  fkin.  The 
hunting  of  thefe  animals  was  *  formerly  after  the  manner  of  an 
Eajlern  monarch.  Thoufands  of  vaffals  furrounded  a  great  tra£l  of 
country,  and  drove  the  Deer  to  the  fpot  where  the  Chieftains  were 
ftationed,  who  fhot  them  at  their  leifure.  The  magnificent  hunt, 
made  by  an  Earl  of  Athol ,  near  this  place,  for  the  amufement  of 
James  V.  and  the  Queen-mother,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  omitted ; 
the  relation  is  therefore  given  as  deferibed  by  Sir  David  Lindfay  of 
the  Mount  *,  who,  in  all  probability,  affifled  at  it. 

4C  The  Earl  of  Athole ,  hearing  of  the  King's  coming,  made  great 
“  provifion  for  him  in  all  things  pertaining  to  a  prince,  that  he  was 
as  well  ferved  and  eafed,  with  all  things  neceffary  to  his  eftate* 
44  as  he  had  been  in  his  own  palace  of  Edinburgh.  For  I  heard  fay, 
44  this  noble  Earl  gart  make  a  curious  palace  to  the  King,  to  his 
44  Mother,  and  to  the  Embaflador,  where  they  were  fo  honourably 
44  eafed  and  lodged  as  they  had  been  in  England ,  France ,  Italy ,  or 
44  Spain,  concerning  the  time  and  equivalent,  for  their  hunting  and 
44  paflime ;  which  was  builded  in  the  midft  of  a  fair  meadow,  a  fair 
44  palace  of  green  timber,  wind  with  green  birks,  that  were  green 
44  both  under  and  above,  which  was  fafhioned  in  four  quarters,  and 
44  in  every  quarter  and  nuik  thereof  a  great  round,  as  it  had  been  a 
44  block- houfe,  which  was  lofted  and  gelled  the  fpace  of  three  houfe 

44  height  j 
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€4  height ;  the  floors  laid  with  green  fcarets  fpreats,  medwarts  and 
“flowers,  that  no  man  knew  whereon  he  zeid,  but  as  he  had  been 
44  in  a  garden.  Further,  there  were  two  great  rounds  in  ilk  fide  of 
“  the  gate,  and  a  great  portculleis  of  tree,  falling  down  with  the 
44  manner  of  a  barrace,  with  a  draw-bridge,  and  a  great  flank  of 
44  water  of  fixteen  foot  deep,  and  thirty  foot  of  breadth.  And  alfo 
44  this  palace  within  was  hung  with  fine  tapeflry  and  arrafies  of  filk, 
44  and  lighted  with  fine  glafs  windows  in  all  airths ;  that  this  palace 
“  was  as  pleafantly  decored,  with  all  necefiaries  pertaining  to  a 
“  prince,  as  it  had  been  his  own  palace-royal  at  home.  Further, 
“  this  Earl  gart  make  fuch  provifion  for  the  King,  and  his  Mother, 
“  and  the  Embalfador,  that  they  had  all  manner  of  meats,  drinks, 
“  and  delicates  that  were  to  be  gotten,  at  that  time,  in  all  Scotland , 
“  either  in  burgh  or  land;  that  is  to  fay,  all  kind  of  drink,  as  ale, 
“  beer,  wine,  both  white  and  claret,  malvery ,  mujkadel ,  Hippocrasy 
“  aquavit#.  Further,  there  was  of  meats,  wheat-bread,  main-bread 
“  and  ginge  bread  ;  with  flefhes,  beef,  mutton,  lamb,  veal,  veni- 
“  fon,  goofe,  grice,  capon,  coney,  cran,  fwan,  partridge,  plover, 
“  duck,  drake,  briffel-cock  and  pawnes,  black-cock  and  muir- 
“  fowl,  cappercaillies  ;  and  alfo  the  flanks,  that  were  round  about 
4C  the  palace,  were  full  of  all  delicate  fillies,  as  falmonds,  trouts, 
“  pearches,  pikes,  eels,  and  all  other  kind  of  delicate  fifhes  that 
<c  could  be  gotten  in  frefh  waters ;  and  all  ready  for  the  banket. 
“  Syne  were  there  proper  flewards,  cunning  baxters,  excellent  cooks 
4C  and  potingars,  with  confections  and  drugs  for  their  deferts ;  and 
“  the  halls  and  chambers  were  prepared  with  coflly  bedding,  vefiel 
4i  and  napery,  according  for  a  king,  yfo  that  he  wanted  none  of  his 
orders  more  than  he  had  been  at  home  in  his  own  palace.  The 

P  2  44  King 


107 


io8 


A  TOUR 


Aug.  3. 
Glen-Tilt. 


# 


u  King  remained  in  this  wildernefs,  at  the  hunting,  the  fpace  of 
4C  three  days  and  three  nights,  and  his  company,  as  I  have  fhewn. 
u  I  heard  men  fay,  it  coft  the  Earl  of  Athole ,  every  day,  in  ex- 
6C  pences,  a  thoufand  pounds.” 

But  hunting  meetings,  among  the  great  men,  were  often  the 
preludes  to  rebellion  ^  for  under  that  pretence  they  colledied  great 
bodies  of  men  without  fufpicion,  which  at  length  occafioned  an  adt 
of  parlement  prohibiting  fuch  dangerous  alfemblies. 

Set  out  for  the  county  of  Aberdeen  \  ride  Eaftward  over  a  hill 
into  Glen-Tilt ,  famous  in  old  times  for  producing  the  molt  hardy 
warriors  *,  is  a  narrow  glen,  feveral  miles  in  length,  bounded  on 
each  fide  by  mountains  of  an  amazing  height ;  on  the  South  is  the 
great  hill  of  Ben  y  glo,  whofe  bafe  is  thirty-five  miles  in  circumfe¬ 
rence,  and  whofe  fummit  towers  far  above  the  others.  The  fides 
of  many  of  thefe  mountains  is  covered  with  fine  verdure,  and  are 
excellent  fheep- walks :  but  entirely  woodlefs.  The  road  is  the 
moil  dangerous  and  the  molt  horrible  I  ever  travelled  :  a  narrow 
path,  fo  rugged  that  our  horfes  often  were  obliged  to  crofs  their 
legs,  in  order  to  pick  a  fecure  place  for  their  feet ;  while,  at  a  con- 
fiderable  and  precipitous  depth  beneath,  roared  a  black  torrent, 
rolling  through  a  bed  of  rock,  folid  in  every  part  but  where  the 
Tilt  had  worn  its  antient  way.  Salmon  force  their  pafiage  even  as 
high  as  this  dreary  ftream,  in  fpite  of  the  diftance  from  the  fea, 

*•  r 

and  the  difficulties  they  have  to  encounter. 

Afcend  a  fteep  hill,  and  find  ourfelves  on  an  Ante ,  or  tradt  of 
mountain  which  the  families  of  one  or  two  hamlets  retire  to  with 
their  flocks  for  pafture  in  fumrner.  Here  we  refreflied  ourfelves 
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with  Tome  goats’  whey,  at  a  Sheelin ,  or  Botbay ,  a  cottage  made  of 
turf,  the  dairy-houfe,  where  the  Highland  fhepherds,  or  graziers, 
live  with  their  herds  and  flocks,  and  during  the  fine  feafon  make 
butter  and  cheefe.  Their  whole  furniture  confifts  of  a  few  horn- 
fpoons,  their  milking  utenfils,  a  couch  formed  of  fods  to  lie  on,, 
and  a  rug  to  cover  them.  Their  food  oat-cakes,  butter  or  cheefe* 
and  often  the  coagulated  blood  of  their  cattle  fpread  on  their  ban¬ 
nocks.  Their  drink  milk,  whey,  and  fometimes,  by  way  of  in¬ 
dulgence,  whifky.  Such  dairy-houfes  are  common  to  mofl  moun¬ 
tainous  countries :  thofe  in  Wales  are  called  Vottys ,  or  Summer- 
houfes  ;  thofe  on  the  Swifs.  Alps ,  Sennes. 

Dined  on  the  fide  of  Loch-Tilt ,  a  fmall  piece  of  water,  fwarming 
with  Trouts.  Continued  our  journey  over  a  wild,  black,  moory, 
melancholy  tradt.  Reached  Brae-mar  -f* ;  the  country  almofl  in- 
flantly  changed,  and  in  lieu  of  dreary  wafles,  a  rich  vale,  plenteous 
in  corn  and  grafs,  fucceeded.  Crofs  the  Dee  near  its  head,  which, 
from  an  infignificant  ftream,  in  the  courfe  of  a  very  few  miles,  in- 
creafes  to  the  fize  of  a  great  river,  from  the  influx  of  numbers  of 
other  waters :  and  is  remarkable  for  continuing  near  fifty  miles  of 
its  courfe,  from  Invercauld  to  within  fix  miles  of  Aberdeen ,  without 
any  fenfible  augmentation.  The  rocks  of  Brae-mar ,  on  the  Eaft, 
are  exceedingly  romantic,  finely  wooded  with  pine.  The  cliffs  are 
very  lofty,  and  their  front  mofl:  rugged  and  broken,  with  vaft  pines 
growing  out  of  their  fiflfures. 

On  the  North  fide  of  the  river  lies  Dalmore ,  diftinguifhed  by  the 

i 
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and  the  quality  of  the  timber.  Single  trees  have  been  fold  out  of  it 
for  fix  guineas :  they  were  from  eighty  to  ninety  feet  high,  without 
a  collateral  branch,  and  four  feet  and  a  half  in  diameter  at  the 
lower  end.  The  wood  is  very  refinous,  of  a  dark  red  color,  and 
very  weighty.  It  is  preferable  to  any  brought  from  Norway ,  and 
being  fawn  into  plank  on  the  fpot,  brings  annually  to  the  proprietor 
a  large  revenue.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  is  the  eftate  of 
Inver ey ,  noted  alfo  for  its  pines,  but  of  a  fize  inferior  to  thofe  of 
Dalmore .  When  the  river  is  fwelled  with  rains,  great  floats  of 
timber  from  both  thefe  eftates  are  fent  down  into  the  Low  Coun¬ 
tries. 

This  tradt  abounding  with  game,  was,  in  old  times,  the  annual 

refort  of  numbers  of  nobility,  who  aflembled  here  to  pafs  a  month 

or  two  in  the  amufements  of  the  chace.  Their  huntings  refembled 
*• 

campaigns  j  they  lived  in  temporary  cottages,  called  Lonquhards , 
were  all  drefled  in  an  uniform  habit  conformable  to  that  of  the 
country,  and  palled  their  time  with  jollity  and  good  chear,  mod 
admirably  defcribed  by  John  "Taylor ,  the  water  poet,  who,  in  1618, 
made  there  his  Pennilejfe  Pilgrimage ,  and  defcribes,  in  page  135, 
the  rural  luxury  with  all  the  glee  of  a  Sancho  Pan  fa. 

44  I  thank  my  good  Lord  Erjkin ,”  (fays  the  Poet)  44  hee  com- 
44  manded  that  I  fhould  alwayes  bee  lodged  in  his  lodging,  the 
44  kitchen  being  alwayes  on  the  fide  of  a  banke,  many  kettles  and 
44  pots  boyling,  and  many  fpits  turning  and  winding,  with  great 
44  variety  of  cheere :  as  venifon  bak’d,  fodden,  roil  and  fbu’de  beefe, 
*c  mutton,  goates,  kid,  hares,  frefh  falmon,  pidgeons,  hens,  capons, 
**  chickens,  partridge,  moore-coots,  heath-cocks,  caperkellies,  and 

44  ter  mao-ants: 
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<!  termagants ;  good  ale,  facke,  white  and  claret,  tent  (or  Allegant) 
44  and  mod:  potent  aquavit  a  *. 

44  All  thefe,  and  more  than  thefe,  we  had  continually,  in  fuper- 
44  fluous  abundance,  caught  by  faulconers,  fowlers,  fifhers,  and. 
44  brought  by  my  Lord’s  (Mar)  tenants  and  purveyors,  to  vidual 
44  our  campe,  which  confided  of  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  men, 
44  and  horfes.  The  manner  of  the  hunting  is  this  :  five  or  fix  hun- 
44  dred  men  doe  rife  early  in  the  morning,  and  they  doe  difperfe 
44  themfelves  divers  wayes,  and  feven,  eight,  or  ten  miles  compaffe, 
54  they  doe  bring  or  chafe  in  the  deer  in  many  heards  (two,  three, 
64  or  four  hundred  in.  a  heard)  to  fuch  or  fuch  a  place,  as  the  nobie- 
44  men  fhall  appoint  them  ^  then  when  day  is  come,  the  lords  and 

44  gentlemen 

*  The  French ,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  IX.  fee.tned  not  only  to  have  made 
-full  as  large  facrifices  to  Diana  and  Bacchus ,  but  even  thought  their  entertainment* 
incomplete  without  the  prefence  of  Venus.  "Jacques  du  Fouilloux ,  a  celebrated  writer 
on  hunting  of  that  age,  with  much  ferioufnefs  defcribes  all  the  requifites  for  the 
chace,  and  thus  places  and  equips  the  jovial  crew  :  —  ‘  L’AiTemblee  fe  doit  faire 
‘  en  quelque  beau  lieu  foubs  des  arbres  aupres  d’une  fontaine  ou  RuifTeau,  la 

*  ou  les  veneurs  fe  doiuent  tous  rendre  pour  faire  leur  rapport,  Ge  pendant  ie 

*  Sommelier  doit  venir  avec  trois  bons  chevaux  chargez  d’inftrumens  pour  arroufer  le 
‘  gojier,  comme  coutrets,  barraux,  barils,  flacons  et  bouteilles :  lefquelles  doiuent 
4  eftre  pleines  de  bon  vin  d' Arbois,  de  Beaume,  de  Chaloce  et  de  Graue  :  luy  eftant 
‘  defeendu  du  cheval,  les  metra  refraifehir  en  l’eau,  ou  bien  les  pourra  faire  refro- 
«  idir  avec  du  Canfre  :  apres  il  ellranda  la  nappe  fur  la  verdure.  Ce  fait,  le  cuih- 
e  nier  s’en  viendra  charge  de  pluficurs  Ions  har.nois  de  gueule ,  comme  jambons,  lan- 

*  gues  de  boeuf  fumees,  groins,  et  oreilles  de  pourceau,  cervelats,  efehinees,  pieces 

*  de  boeuf  de  Saifon,  carbonnades,  jambons  de  Mayence ,  pailez,  longes  de  veau 
‘  froides  couuertes  de  poudre  blanche,  et  autres  menus  fuffrages  pour  remplir  ie^ 
4  boudin  lequel  il  metra  fur  la  nappe, 
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fiC  gentlemen  of  their  companies  doe  ride  or  goe  to  the  faid  places, 
<c  fometimes  wading  up  to  the  middles  through  bournes  and  rivers ; 

and  then  they  being  come  to  the  place,  doe  lye  down  on  the 
“  ground  till  thofe  forefaid  fcouts,  which  are  called  the  Tinckhell , 
“  doe  bring  down  the  deer ;  but,  as  the  proverb  fays  of  a  bad 
€£  cooke,  fo  thefe  Tinckhell  men  doe  lick  their  own  fingers ;  for, 
u  befides  their  bowes  and  arrows  which  they  carry  with  them,  wee 
“  can  heare  now  and  then  a  harguebufe,  or  a  rmtfquet,  goe  off, 
€C  which  doe  feldom  difcharge  in  vaine  :  then  after  we  had  flayed 
“  three  houres,  or  thereabouts,  we  might  perceive  the  deer  appeare 
on  the  hills  round  about  us,  (their  heads  making  a  fhew  like  a 
“  wood)  which  being  followed  clofe  by  the  Tinckhell ,  are  chafed 

down 


e  Lors  le  Roy  ou  le  Seigneur  avec  ceux  de  fa  table  eftrendront  leurs  manteaux 

*  fur  l’herbe,  et  fe  coucheront  de  code  deffus,  beuuans,  mangeans,  rians  et 

*  faifans  grand  chere and  that  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  render  the  entertain* 
ment  of  fuch  a  fet  of  merry  men  complete,  honeft  Jacques  adds,  ‘  et  s’il  y  a 
4  quelque  femme  de  reputation  en  ce  pays  qui  fade  plaiftr  aux  compagnons,  elle 

*  doit  etre  alleguee,  et  fes  paffages  et  remuemens  de  felfes,  attendant  le  rapport  a 
venirP 

But  when  the  great  man  fallies  out  to  the  chace  of  foxes  and  badgers,  he  feems 
not  to  leave  fo  important  an  affair  to  chance,  fo  fets  off  thus  amply  provided  in 
his  triumphal  car ;  f  Le  Seigneur,’  (fays  Fouilloux)  6  doit  avoir  fa  petite  charrette, 

*  la  oii  il  fera  dedans,  avec  la  Fillette  agee  de  feize  a  dix  fept  ans,  laquelle  luy 

*  frottera  la  tede  par  les  chemins.  Toutes  les  chevilles  et  paux  de  la  charrette 
€  doiuent  eftre  garnis  de  daccons  et  bouteilles,  et  doit  avoir  au  bout  de  la  charrette 

*  un  coffre  de  bois,  plein  de  coqs  d’inde  froids,  jambons,  langues  de  Bceufs  et 

*  autre  bons  harnois  de  gueule.  Et  ft  c’eft  en  temps  d’hiver,  il  pourra  faire  porter 

*  fon  petit  pavilion,  et  faire  du  feu  dedans  pour  fe  chauffer,  ou  bien  donner  un 

*  coup  en  robbe  a  la  nympheP  /.  35,  75, 


l 


IN  SCOTLAND. 


down  into  the  valley  where  wee  lay ;  then  all  the  valley  on  each 
“fide  being  way-laid  with  a  hundred  couple  of  ftrong  Irilh  grey- 
“  hounds,  they  are  let  loofe,  as  occafxon  ferves,  upon  the  heard  of 
<c  deere,  that  with  dogs,  gunnes,  arrows,  durks  and  daggers,  in 
cc  the  fpace  of  two  houres  fourfcore  fat  deere  were  flaine,  which 
<%  after  are  difpofed  of  fome  one  way  and  fome  another,  twenty  or 
“  thirty  miles,  and  more  than  enough  left  for  us  to  make  merry 
“  withall  at  our  rendevouze.  Being  come  to  our  lodgings,  there 
“  was  fuch  baking,  boyling,  rolling  and  dewing,  as  if  Cook  Ruf~ 
ec  fian  had  been  there  to  have  fcalded  the  Devill  in  his  feathers/ * 
But  to  proceed, 

Pafs  by  the  caftle  of  Brae-mar ,  a  fquare  tower,  built  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty  years  ago,  to  curb  the  difcontented  chieftains 
but  at  prefent  unneceflarily  garrifoned  by  a  company  of  foot,  being 
.rented  by  the  Government  from  Mr.  Farquharfon ,  of  Invereauld \ 
whofe  houfe  I  reach  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour. 

Invereauld  is  feated  in  the  centre  of  the  Grampian  hills,  in  a  fertile 
vale,  wafhed  by  the  Dee ,  a  large  and  rapid  river  :  nothing  can  be 
more  beautifull  than  the  different  views  from  the  feveral  parts  of  it. 
On  the  Northern  entrance,  immenfe  ragged  and  broken  crags  bound 
one  fide  of  the  profpedl ;  over  whofe  grey  fides  and  fummits  is  feat- 
tered  the  melancholy  green  of  the  pi&urefque  pine,  which  grows 
out  of  the  naked  rock,  where  one  would  think  nature  would  have 
denied  vegetation. 

A  little  lower  down  is  the  caftle  above-mentioned ;  formerly  a 
freceftary  curb  on  the  little  kings  of  the  conntry ;  but  at  prefent 
ferves  fcarce  any  purpofe,  but  to  adorn  the  landfcape. 
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The  views  from  the  fkirts  of  the  plain,  near  Inver cauld,  are  very 
great;  the  hills  that  immediately  bound  it  are  cloathed  with  trees, 
particularly  with  birch,  whofe  long  and  pendent  boughs,  waving  a 
vaft  height  above  the  head,  furpafs  the  beauties  of  the  weeping 
willow. 

The  Southern  extremity  is  pre-eminently  magnificent;  the  moun¬ 
tains  form  there  a  vaft  theatre,  the  bofom  of  which  is  covered  witb 
extenfive  forefts  of  pines :  above,  the  trees  grow  fcarcer  and  (career, 
and  then  feem  only  to  fprinkle  the  furface  ;  after  which  vegetation 
ceafes,  and  naked  fummits  *  of  a  furprizing  height  fucceed,  many 
of  them  topped  with  perpetual  fnow ;  and,  as  a  fine  contraft  to 
the  feene,  the  great  cataradl  of  Garval-bourn ,  which  feems  at  a 
diftance  to  divide  the  whole,  foams  amidft  the  dark  foreft,  rufhing 
from  rock  to  rock  to  a  vaft  diftance. 

Some  of  thefe  hills  are  fuppofed  to  be  the  higheft  part  of  Great 
Britain  :  their  height  has  not  yet  been  taken,  but  the  conjecture  is 
made  from  the  defeent  of  the  Dee ,  which  runs  from  Brae-mar  -j-  to 
the  fea,  above  feventy  miles,  with  a  mo  ft  rapid  courfe. 

In  this  vale  the  Earl  of  Mar  firft  fet  up  the  Pretender’s  ftandard 
on  the  6th  of  September  1715;  and  in  confequence  drew  to  deftruc- 
tion  his  own,  and  feveral  of  the  moft  noble  families  of  North 
Britain . 

Rode  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  the  environs ;  crofted  the  Dee  on 
a  good  (tone- bridge,  built  by  the  Government,  and  entered  on 

*  .  . 

*  The  higheft  is  called  Beny  beard ,  under  which  is  a  fmall  Loch ,  which  I  was 
told  had  ice  the  latter  end  of  July. 

The  moft  diftant  from  the  fea  of  any  place  in  North  Britain . 
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excellent  roads  into  a  magnificent  forefl  of  pines  of  many  miles  Pine  Forest, 

extent.  Some  of  the  trees  are  of  a  vaft  fize-,  I  meafured  feveral 

that  were  ten,  eleven,  and  even  twelve  feet  in  circumference,  and 

near  fixty  feet  high,  forming  a  mod  beautiful!  column,  with  a  fine 

verdant  capital.  Thefe  trees  are  of  a  great  age,  having,  as  is  dip- 

pofed,  feen  two  centuries  *.  Their  value  is  confiderable ;  Mr, 

-Farquharfon  informed  me,  that  by  fawing  and  retailing  them,  he 
•has  got  for  eight  hundred  trees  five- and- twenty  drillings  each :  they 
are  fawed  in  an  adjacent  law-mill,  into  plank  ten  feet  long,  eleven 
inches  broad,  and  three  thick,  and  fold  for  two  fhillings  apiece. 

Near  this  antient  fored  is  another,  confiding  of  fmailer  trees* 
almod  as  high,  but  very  fiender ;  one  grows  in  a  lingular  manner 
out  of  the  top  of  a  great  done,  and  notwithdanding  it  Teems  to 
have  no  other  nourifhment  than  what  it  gets  from  the  dews,  is 
above  thirty  feet  high. 

The  profped  above  thefe  foreds  is  very  extraordinary,  a  didant 
view  of  hills  over  a  furface  of  verdant  pyramids  of  pines. 

This  whole  trad  abounds  with  game:  the  Stags  at  this  time  Stags. 

were  ranging  in  the  mountains  5  but  the  little  Roebucks  f  were  Roes. 

perpetually  bounding  before  11s ;  and  the  black  game  often  fprung 
under  our  feet.  The  tops  of  the  hills  fwarmed  with  Grous  and  Birds. 
t Ptarmigans .  Green  Plovers,  Whimbrels,  and  Snow-decks  J,  breed 

*  Vide  Appendix. 

f  Thefe  animals  are  reared  with  great  difficulty ;  even  when  taken  young,  eight 
out  of  ten  generally  die. 

|  Br.  Zool.  illuftr .  17.  tab .  xi. 
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here:  die  laft  aflemble  in  great  flocks  during  winter,  and  coll e<£T 
fo  clofely  in  their  eddying  flight,  as  to  give  the  fportfman  opportu¬ 
nity  of  killing  numbers  at  a  fliot.  Eagles*,  Peregrine  Falcons,, 
and  Gofliawks  breed  here :  the  Falcons  in  rocks,  the  Gofliawks  in 
trees :  the  daft  purfues  its  prey  an  end,  and  dailies  through  every 
thing  in  purfuit ;  but  if  it  mifles  its  quarry,  deflfts  from  following 
it  after  two  or  three  hundred  yards  flight.  Thefe  birds  are  pro- 
fcribed  ;  half  a  crown  is  given  for  an  eagle,  a  ftiilling  for  a  hawk, 
or  hooded  crow. 

Foxes  are  in  thefe  parts  very  ravenous,  feeding  on  roes,  flieep, 
and  even  ftie  goats. 

Rooks  viflt  thefe  vales  in  autumn,  to  feed  on  the  different  fort 
of  berries ;  but  neither  winter  nor  breed  here. 

I  faw  flying  in  the  forefts,  the  greater  Bulfinch  of  Mr.  Edwards , 
tab.  123,  124.  the  Loxia  enucleator  of  Linnaeus,  whofe  food  is  the~ 
feed  of  pine  cones ;  a  bird  common  to  the  North  of  Europe  and 
America , 

On  our  return  palled  under  fome  high  clifts ;  with  large  woods 
Eirch  of  birch  intermixed.  This  tree  is  ufed  for  all  forts  of  implements 
of  hufbandry,  roofing  of  fmall  houfes,  wheels,  fuel ;  the  flighland- 
ers  alfo  tan  their  own  leather  with  the  bark  ;  and  a  great  deal  of 
excellent  wine  is  extracted,  from  the  live  tree.  Obferved  among* 
thefe  rocks  a  fort  of  projecting  fhelf,  on  which  had  been  a  hut, 
acceflible  only  by  the  help  of  fome  thongs  faftened  by  fome  very 

#  The  Ring-tail  Eagle,  called  here  the  Black  Eagle.  I  fufpedt,  from  the  de~ 
fcription,  that  the  Dotrel  breeds  here.  I  heard  alfo  of  a  bird,  called  here  Snatach 
na  cuim ,  bat  coaid  not  procure  it. 
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expert  climbers,  to  which  the  family  got,  in  time  of  danger,  in 
former  days,  with  their  mod  valuable  moveables. 

The  houfes  of  the  common  people  in  thefe  parts  are  (hocking  to 
humanity,  formed  of  loofe  (tones,,  and  covered  with  clods,  which 
they  call  dev  oh ,  or  with  heath,  broom,  or  branches  of  fir  :  they 
look,  at  a  difcance,  like  fo  many  black  mole-hills.  The  inhabitants* 
live  very  poorly,  on  oatmeal,  barley-cakes,  and  potatoes  ;  their 
drink  whifky,  lweetened  with  honey.  The  men  are  thin,  but 
ftrong  ^  idle  and  lazy,  except  employed  in  the  chace,  or  any  thing* 
that  looks  like  amufement ;  are  content  with  their  hard  fare,  and 
will  not  exert  themfelves  farther  than  to  get  what  they  deem  necef- 
faries.  The  women  are  more  induftrious,  fpin  their  own  hufbands9 
deaths,  and  get  money  by  knitting  (lockings,  the  great  trade  of 
the  country.  The  common  women  are  in  general  mod  remarkably 
plain,  and  foon  acquire  an  old  look,  and  by  being  much .  expofed. 
to  the  weather  without  hats,  fuch  a  grin,  and  contraction  of  the 
mufcles,  as  heightens  greatly  their  natural  hardnefs  of  features : 

I  never  favv  fo  much  plainnefs  among  the  lower  rank  of  females : 
but  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  hard  features  is  not  found  till  you  arrive 
among  the  filh-women  of  Aberdeen . 

Tenants  pay  their  rent  generally  in  this  country  in  money,,  except 
what  they  pay  in  poultry,  which  is  done  to  promote  the  breed,  as 
the  gentry  are  fo  remote  from  any  market.  Thofe  that  rent  a  mill, 
pay  a  hog  or  two ;  an  animal  fo  detefted  by  the  Highlanders,  that 
very  few  can  be  prevaled  on  to  tafte  it,  in  any  fhape.  Labor  is 
here  very  cheap,  the  ufual  pay  being  fifty  (hillings  a  year,  and  two- 
pecks  of  oatmeal  a  week, 

Eurfueck 
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Purfued  my  journey  Fail,  along  a  beautifull  road  by  the  river 
fide,  in  fight  of  the  pine  forefls.  The  vale  now  grows  narrow,  and 
is  filled  with  woods  of  birch  and  alder.  Saw  on  the  road  fide  the 
feats  of  gentlemen,  high  built,  and  once  defenfible.  The  peafants 
cultivate  their  little  land  with  great  care  to  the  very  edge  of  the 
ftony  hills.  All  the  way  are  vaft  maiTes  of  granite,  the  fame  which 
is  called  in  Cornwall ,  Moor-ftone. 

The  Glen  contrads,  and  the  mountains  approach  each  other,  . 
Quit  the  Highlands ,  pafling  between  two  great  rocks,  called  the 
Pass  of  pafs  0f  Bollitir ,  a  very  narrow  ftrait,  whofe  bottom  is  covered  with 

SOX  LIT  I  R,  J 

the  tremendous  ruins  of  the  precipices  that  bound  the  road.  I  was 
informed,  that  here  the  wind  rages  with  great  fury  during  winter, 
and  catching  up  the  fnow  in  eddies,  whirls  it  about  with  fuch  im= 
petuofity,  as  makes  it  dangerous  for  man  or  beaft  to  be  out  at  that 
time.  Rain  alfc  pours  down  fometimes  in  deluges,  and  carries 
with  it  ftone  and  gravel  from  the  hills  in  fuch  quantity,  that  I  have 
feen  the  effeds  of  thefe  /pates,  as  they  are  called,  lie  crofs  the  roads, 
as  the  avelenches ,  or  fnow- falls,  do  thofe  of  the  Alps,  In  many 
parts  of  the  Highlands  were  hofpitia  for  the  reception  of  travellers, 
called  by  the  Scotch ,  Spittles ,  or  hofpitals :  the  fame  were  ufual  in 
Wales ,  where  they  are  ftyled  Tfpytty ;  and,  in  both  places,  were 
maintained  by  the  religious  houfes :  as  fimilar  Afylums  are  to  this 
day  fupported,  in  many  parts  of  the  Alps. 

This  pafs  is  the  Eaftern  entrance  into  the  Highlands.  The 
country  now  aflumes  a  new  face  :  the  hills  grow  lefs ;  but  the  land 
more  barren,  and  is  chiefly  covered  with  heath  and  rock.  The 
edges  of  the  Bee  are  cultivated,  but  the  reft  only  in  patches, 
among  which  is  generally  a  groupe  of  fmall  houfes.  There  is  alfo 
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a  change  of  trees,  oak  being  the  principal  wood,  but  even  that  is 
fcarce. 

On  the  South  fide  of  the  river  is  Glen-Muik ,  remarkable  for  a 
fine  cataradf  formed  by  the  river  Muik ,  which  after  running  for  a 
confiderable  way  along  a  level  moor,  at  once  falls  down  a  perpen¬ 
dicular  rock  of  a  femicircular  form,  called  the  Lin  of  Muik ,  into  a 
hole  of  fo  great  a  depth  worn  by  the  weight  of  water,  as  to  be  fup- 
pofed  by  the  vulgar  to  be  bot-tomlefs. 

Refrefhed  my  horfes  at  a  hamlet  called  \ Tullich ,  and  looking 
Weft,  faw  the  great  mountain  Laghin  y  gair,  which  is  always  cover¬ 
ed  with  fnow. 

Almoft  oppofite  to  the  village  of  Tullich  is  Pananich ,  noted  for 
the  mineral  water  difcovered  a  few  years  ago,  and  found  to  be  very 
beneficial  in  rheumatic  and  fcrophulous  cafes,  and  complaints  of 
the  gravel.  During  fummer  great  numbers  of  people  afflidted  with 
thofe  diforders  refort  there  to  drink  the  waters ;  and  for  their  recep¬ 
tion,  feveral  commodious  houfes  have  already  been  built. 

A  little  below  Tullich  ride  over  the  South  corner  of  the  hill  of 
Gulbleen ,  where  foon  after  the  Revolution  a  blood-lefs  battle  was 
fought  between  King  William's  forces  under  the  command  of  Gene¬ 
ral  Mackay ,  and  fome  gentlemen  of  the  country  with  their  depend¬ 
ents.  The  laft  made  fuch  an  expeditious  retreat,  that  in  derifion 
it  was  called  the  race  of  Tullich. 

The  Hill  of  Culbleen  is  the  South- Weft  extremity  of  a  range  of 
mountains  which  form  a.  deep  femicircle,  and  enclofe  on  all  fides 
except  the  South  a  very  fruitful  bottom,  and  five  parifhes,  called 
Gromar.  The  foil,  excepting  fome  moors  and  little  hills,  is  good 
to  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  and  produces  the  beft  barley  in  the- 


Lin  of 
M  u  I  K„- 


Pananich 
Sp  aw,. 


Hill  of 
Culbleen, 


county/ 


V 


I 20- 


A  TOUR 


county  of  Aberdeen .  Cromar  is  the  entrance  into  the  Low  Court- 
tries  ;  the  Erfe  language  has  been  difufed  in  it  for  many  ages,  yet 

is  fpoken  at  this  time  fix  miles  Weft  in  Glen-gairn . 

Hill  of  One  of  the  mountains  to  the  Weft  is  ftyled  the  Hill  of  Morvern , 

is  of  a  ftupendous  height,  and  on  the  fide  next  to  Cromar  almoft 
perpendicular.  From  the  top,  the  whole  country  as  far  as  Aberdeen , 
thirty  computed  miles,  feems  from  this  height  as  a  plain  ^  and  the 
profpedt  terminates  in  the  German  ocean.  The  other  great  moun¬ 
tains  appear  to  fink  to  a  common  fize;  and  even  Laghin  y  gair 
abates  of  its  grandeur.  About  four  miles  .below  Culbleen ,  at 
Charles -El own ,  ride  on  a  line  with  the  Hill  of  Coul,  the  South-Eaft 
extremity  of  the  Cromar  mountains. 

A  little  North  of  Charles -Town  ftands  Aboyne  Caftle,  the  feat  of 
the  Earl  of  Aboyne ,  amid  ft  large  plantations ;  but  his  Lordfhip’s 
pines  in  the  foreft  of  Glen-Tanner  yield  to  none  in  Scotland  except¬ 
ing  thofe  of  Dalmore, 

Obferved  Several  vaft  plantations  of  pines,  planted  by  gentlemen 
near  their  feats  :  fuch  a  laudable  fpirit  prevales  in  this  refpedt,  that 
in  another  half-century  it  never  ftiall  be  laid,  that  to  fpy  the  naked- 
nefs  of  the  land  you  are  come. 

Dine  at  the  little  village  of  Kincardine.  Hereabouts  the  common 
people  cultivate  a  great  deal  of  cabbage.  The  oat-fields  are  in- 
clofed  with  rude  low  mounds  of  (tone. 

Lay  at  a  mean  houfe  at  Banchorie.  The  country,  from  Bollitir 
to  this  place,  dull,  unlefs  where  varied  by  the  windings  of  the  ri¬ 
ver,  or  with  the  plantations. 

Aug,  jo  The  nearer  to  Aberdeen ,  the  lower  the  country  grows,  and  the 
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greater  the  quantity  of  corn  :  in  genera],  oats  and  barley  for  there 
is  very  little  wheat  fown  in  thofe  parts.  Reach 

Aberdeen,  a  fine  city,  lying  on  a  fmall  bay  formed  by  the  Aberdeen. 
Dee,  deep  enough  for  fhips  of  two  hundred  tuns.  The  town  is 
about  two  miles  in  circumference,  and  contains  thirteen  thoufand 
fouls,  and  about  three  thoufand  in  the  fuburbs ;  but  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants  between  the  bridges  Dee  and  which 
includes  both  the  Aberdeens ,  and  the  interjacent  houfes,  or  hamlets, 
is  eftimated  at  twenty  thoufand.  It  once  enjoyed  a  good  fhare  of 
the  tobacco  trade,  but  was,  at  length  forced  to  refign  it  to  Glafgow , 
which  was  fo  much  more  conveniently  fituated  for  it.  At  prefent, 
its  imports  are  from  the  Baltic ,  and  a  few  merchants  trade  to  the 
tV eft  Indies  and  North  America .  Its  exports  are  {lockings,  thread.  Stocking 
falmon,  and  oatmeal :  the  firft  is  a  moil  important  article,  as  ap-  1 
pears  by  the  following  ftate  of  it.  For  this  manufacture,  20,800 
pounds  worth  of  wool  is  annually  imported,  and  x6oo  pounds  worth 
of  oil.  Of  this  wool  is  annually  made  69,333  dozen  pairs  of  {lock¬ 
ings,  worth,  at  an  average,  xl.  xos.  per  dozen,  Thefe  are  made 
by  the  country  people,  in  almofi:  all  parts  of  this  great  county, 
who  get  4s.  per  dozen  for  fpinning,  and  14s.  per  dozen  for  knit¬ 
ting-,  fo  that  there  is  annually  paid  them  62,329k  14s.  And  be- 
fides,  there  is  about  2000 1.  value  of  {lockings  manufactured  from 
the  wool  of  the  county,  which  encourages  the  breed  of  {beep  much  3, 
for  even  as  high  as  Invercauld ,  the  farmer  fells  his  Iheep  at  twelve 
fhillings  apiece,  and  keeps  them  till  they  are  four  or  five  years  old, 
for  the  fake  of  the  wool.  About  200  combers  are  alfo  employed 
conftantly.  The  thread  manufacture  is  another  confiderable  article, 
tho’  trifling  in  comparifon  of  the  woollen. 
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The  falmon  fifheries  on  the  Dee  and  the  Don ,  are  a  good  branch 
of  trade  :  about  46  boats,  and  130  men,  are  employed  on  the  firft; 
and  in  fome  years,  167,000  th.  of  fifh  have  been  fent  pickled  to 
London ,  and  about  930  barrels  of  faked  fifh  exported  to  France , 
Italy^  &c.  The  fifhery  on  the  Don  is  far  lefs  conliderable. 

The  town  of  Aberdeen  is  in  general  well  built,  with  granite  from 
the  neighboring  quarries.  The  bed  ftreet,  or  rather  place,  is  the 
Caftle- ftreet :  in  the  middle  is  an  oCtagon  building,  with  neat  bas 
relievos  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland ,  from  James  L  to  James  VII. 
The  Town-houfe  makes  a  good  figure,  and  has  a  handfome  fpire 
in  the  centre. 

The  E aft  and  Weft  churches  are  under  the  fame  roof ;  for  the 
North  Britons  obferve  ceconomy  even  in  their  religion :  in  one  I 
obferved  a  fmail  fhip  hung  up ;  a  votive  offering  frequent  enough 
in  Popifh  churches,  but  appeared  very  unexpectedly  here.  Some 
vindicate  the  praCtife,  and  fay  that  the  fhip  only  denotes  the  right 
the  mariners  have  to  a  fitting  place  beneath  ;  but  perhaps  much 
may  be  faid  on  both  Tides. 

In  the  church -yard  lies  Andrew  Cant ,  minifter  of  Aberdeen ,  from 
whom  the  Spectator  derives  the  word  to  cant  ;  but,  in  all  proba¬ 
bility,  Andrew  canted  no  more  than  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  for  he 
lived  in  a  whining  age**;  the  word  therefore  feems  to  be  derived 
from  canto.>  from  their  Tinging  out  their  difcourfes.  The  inTcription 
on  his  monument  fpeaks  of  him  in  very  high  terms,  ftyles  him 
vir  fuo  feculo  fummus ,  qui  orbi  hide  et  urbi  ecclefiajles ,  voce  et  vita 
inclinatam  religionem  fujlinuit ,  degeneres  mundi  mores  refinxit ,  ardens 


*  In  Charles  the  Firft’s  time. 
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et  am  an s  BOANERGES  et  BARNABAS,  MAGNES  et  ADAMUS, 
&c.  Szc. 

In  the  fame  place  are  multitudes  of  long-winded  epitaphs  \  but 
the  following,  though  fhort,  has  a  moil  elegant  turn  : 

Si  fides ,  ft  humanitas ,  multGque  grains  lepore  candor  ; 

Si  fuorum  amor ,  amicorum  charitas ,  omniumque  Bene - 
vvlentia  fpiritum  reducer e  pojfent , 
teV  fitus  effet  Johannes  Burnet  a  Elrick.  1747. 

The  college  is  a  large  old  building,  founded  by  George  Earl  of 
Marechal ,  1593.  On  one  fide  is  this  flrange  infcription  ;  probably 
alluding  to  fome  fcoffers  at  that  time : 

They  have  feid, 

Quhat  fay  thay  r 
Let  Yame  fay. 

In  the  great  room  are  feveral  good  pictures.  A  head  of  the 
Founder.  The  prefent  Lord  Marechal  when  young,  and  General 
Keith ,  his  brother.  Bifhop  Burnet  in  his  robes,  as  Chancellor  of 
the  Garter.  A  head  of  Mary  Stuart ,  in  black,  with  a  crown  in 
one  hand,  a  crucifix  in  the  other.  Arthur  Jonfton ,  a  fine  head, 
by  Jamefon.  Andrew  Cant ,  by  the  fame.  Gordon ,  of  Strahloch , 
publifher  of  the  maps ;  DoCtor  Gregory ,  author  of  the  reflecting 
telefcope  •,  and  feveral  others,  by  Jamefon. 

In  the  library  is  the  alcoran  on  vellum,  finely  illuminated. 

A  Hebrew  Bible,  Manufcript,  with  Rabbinical  notes,  on  vel¬ 
lum. 

Ifidori  excerpta  ex  libro :  a  great  curiofity,  being  a  complete 
natural  hiflory,  with  figures,  richly  illuminated  on  fquares  of  plated 
gold,  on  vellum. 
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A  Paraphrafe  on  the  Revelation,  by  James  VI.  with  notes,  in 
the  King’s  own  hand. 

A  fine  miffal. 

There  are  about  a  hundred  and  forty  ftudents  belonging  to  this 
college. 

The  convents  i w  Aberdeen  were;  one  of  Mathurines ,  or  of  the 
order  of  the  Trinity,  founded  by  William  the  Lion,  who  died  in 
1214:  another  of  Dominicans ,  by  Alexander  II.:  a  third  of  Ob - 
fervantines ,  a  building  of  great  length  in  the  middle  of  the  city, 
founded  by  the  citizens,  and  Mr.  Richard  Vans,  &c.  :  and  a  fourth 
of  Carmelites ,  or  White  Friers,  founded  by  Philip  de  Arbnthnot 
in  1350.  In  the  ruins  of  this  was  difcovered  a  very  curious  filver 
chain,  fix  feet  long,  with  a  round  plate  at  one  end,  and  at  the  other 
a  pear-fhaped  appendage ;  which  is  flill  preferred  in  the  library. 

School.  The  grammar-fchool  is  a  low  but  neat  building.  Gordon's 
Hospital,  hofpital  is  handfome ;  in  front  is  a  good  ftatue  of  the  founder:  it 
maintains  forty  boys,  children  of  the  inhabitants^  Aberdeen ,  who 
are  apprenticed  at  proper  ages. 

The  infirmary  is  a  large  plain  building,  and  fends  out  between 
eight  and  nine  hundred  cured  patients  annually. 

On  the  fide  of  the  Great  Bleachery,  which  is  common  to  the 
town,  are  the  publick  walks.  Over  a  road,  between  the  Caftle- 
ftreet  and  the  Harbour,  is  a  very  handfome  arch,  which  muff 
attradl  the  attention  of  the  traveller. 

On  the  Eaft  of  the  town  is  a  work  begun  by  Cromwel ,  from 
whence  is  a  fine  view  of  the  fea :  beneath  is  a  fmall  patch  of 
ground,  noted  for  producing  very  early  barley,  which  was  then 
reaping. 
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Prices  of  provifions  in  this  town  were  thefe  :  Beef,  (i 6  ounces  to 
the  pound)  2d. 4-  to  mutton  the  fame-,  butter,  (28  ounces  to 
the  pound)  6d.  to  8d.  ;  cheefe,  ditto,  4d.  to  4d.  A.  j  a  large  pullet, 
6  d.  or  iod. ;  duck,  the  fame;  goole,  2  s.  3d. 

Crofs  the  harbour  to  the  granite  quarries  that  contribute  to  fupply 
London  with  paving- Bones.  The  Bone  lies  either  in  large  nodules 
or  in  fiiattery  beds ;  are  cut  into  Biape,  and  the  fmall  pieces  for 
the  middle  of  the  Breets  are  put  on  board  for  feven  {hillings  per  tun, 
the  long  Bones  at  ten-pence  per  foot. 

The  bridge  of  Dee  lies  about  two  miles  S.  of  the  town,  and  con- 
lifts  of  feven  neat  arches :  before  the  building  of  that  of  Perth  it 
was  eBeemed  the  rineft  Brudture  of  the  kind  in  North  Britain .  It 
was  founded  and  is  Bill  fupported  by  funds  deBined  for  that  pur- 
pofe  by  Bifliop  Elphinfton ;  and  the  following  infcription  on  the 
buttrefs  of  a  ruinous  iBe  in  the  cathedral  of  old  Aberdeen ,  informs 
us  of  the  architect :  —  4  Thomas  the  fon  of  Thomas  French  maBer 

4  mafon  who  built  the  bridge  of  Dee  and  this  ifle,  is  enterred  at  the 

5  foot  hereof,  who  died  Anno  1530.’ 

Vifited  old  Aberdeen ,  about  a  mile  North  of  the  new ;  a  poor 
town,  feated  not  far  from  the  Don.  The  college  is  built  round  a 
fquare,  with  cloiBers  on  the  South  fide.  The  chapel  is  very  ruin¬ 
ous  within  ;  but  there  Bill  remains  fome  wood-work  of  exquifite 
workmanBiip.  This  wras  preferved  by  the  fpirit  of  the  Principal 
at  the  time  of  the  reformation,  who  armed  his  people  and  checked 
the  blind  zeal  of  the  Barons  of  the  Mearns ,  who  after  Briping  the 
cathedral  of  its  roof,  and  robbing  it  of  the  bells,  were  going  to 
violate  this  feat  of.  learning.  They  fliipped  their  facrilegious  booty 
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with  an  intention  of  expofmg  it  to  fale  in  Holland  * ;  But  the  veffel 
had  fcarcely  gone  out  of  port,  but  it  periflied  in  a  ftorm  with  all  its 
ill  gained  lading. 

The  college  was  founded  in  1494  by  JVilliam  Elphinfton ,  Biffiop 
of  this  place,  and  Lord  Chancellor  of  Scotland  in  the  reign  of  James 
III.  *,  and  Lord  Privy  Seal  in  that  of  James  IV.  He  was  a  perfon 
of  fuch  eminence,  that  his  cotemporaries  firmly  believed  that  his 
death  was  prefaged  by  various  prodigies,  and  that  fupernatural 
voices  were  heard  at  his  internment,  as  if  Heaven  more  peculiarly 
interefted  itfelf  in  the  departure  of  fo  great  a  charadter  f . 

The  library  is  large.  The  moft  remarkable  things  are  ^  John 
V revifas  tranflation  of  Higdon's  Polychronicon,  in  1387^  the  many- 
fcript  excellently  wrote,  and  the  language  very  good,  for  that  time. 
A  very  neat  Hutch  mifial,  with  elegant  paintings  on  the  margin. 
Another,  of  the  angels  appearing  to  the  fhepherds,  with  one  of  the 
men  playing  on  the  bagpipes.  A  manufcript  catalogue  of  the  old 
treafury  of  the  college. 

* 

Heitor  Boethius  was  the  firft  Principal  of  the  college,  and  fent  for 
from  Paris  for  that  purpofe,  on  an  annual  falary  of  forty  marks, 
Scots,  at  thirteen-pence  each.  The  fquare  tower  on  the  fide  of  the 
college  was  built  by  contributions  from  General  Monk  and  the 
Officers  under  him,  then  quartered  at  Aberdeen ,  for  the  reception  of 
Undents  \  of  which  there  are  about  a  hundred  belonging  to  the 
college,  who  lie  in  it. 

*  Spotfvjcod's  Hifi.  Church  of  Scotland.  6. 

■f  Boethius's  Hilt,  of  the  Bifhops  of  Aberdeen , 
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In  Bifhop  Elphinftorf s  hall  is  a  picture  of  Bifhop  . Dunbar ,  who 
dnifhed  the  bridge  of  Dee ,  and  completed  every  thing  elfe  that  the 
other  worthy  Prelate  had  begun.  Befides  this  are  portraits  of 
Forbes ,  Bifhop  of  Aberdeen ,  and  Profeflors  Sandiland  and  Gordon , 
by  Jamefon.  The  Sybils :  faid  to  be  done  by  the  fame  hand,  but 
feemed  to  me  in  too  different  a  fbyle  to  be  his ;  but  the  Sybilla 
AEgyptiaca  and  Erythraa  are  in  good  attitudes. 

The  cathedral  is  very  antient  *,  no  more  than  the  two  very  antique 
fpires  and  one  ifle,  which  is  ufed  as  a  church,  are  now  remaining. 
This  Bifhoprick  was  founded  in  the  time  of  David  I.  who  trandated 
•it  from  Mortlick  in  Bamffjhire  to  this  place. 

From  a  tumulus ,  called  Eillie  dr  on ,  now  covered  with  trees,  is  a 
fine  view  of  an  extenfive  and  rich  country;  once  a  mod:  barren  fpot, 
but  by  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants  brought  to  its  prefent  date. 
A  pretty  vale  bordered  with  wood,  the  cathedral  foarfng  above  the 
trees,  and  the  river  Don ,  form  all  together  a  mod  agreeable  profpedt. 
Thefe  are  comprehended  in  the  pleafure  grounds  of  SeatGn ,  the 
houfe  of  George  Middleton ,  Efq-,  which  lies  well  fheltered  in  the 
North-Wed  corner  of  the  valley,  and  was  probably  the  fird  villa 
built  in  the  North  of  Scotland  according  to  the  prefent  idea  of 
elegance. 

Beneath  are  fome  cruives,  or  wears,  to  take  falmon  in.  The 
owners  are  obliged  by  law  to  make  the  rails  of  the  cruives  *  of  a 
certain  width,  to  permit  fifh  of  a  certain  fize  to  pafs  up  the  river ; 

*  Cruives,  &c.  fhall  have  their  heeke  two  inches  wide,  that  the  fry  may  pafs, 
Rob .  I, 
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but  as  that  is  neglected,  they  pay  an  annual  fum  to  the  owners  of 
the  fifheries  which  lie  above,  to  compenfate  the  lofs. 

In  the  Regiam  Majeftatm  are  preferved  feveral  antient  laws  re¬ 
lating  to  the  falmon  fifheries,  couched  in  terms  expreffive  of  the 
fimplicity  of  the  times. 

From  Saturday  night  till  Monday  morning,  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  a  free  paffage  for  the  fifh,  which  is  flyled  the  Saterdayes 
Sloppe  *. 

Alexander  I.  enabled,  4  That  the  flreame  of  the  water  fal  be  in 
4  all  parts  fwa  free,  that  ane  fwine  of  the  age  of  three  zeares,  well 

4  feed,  may  turne  himfelf  within  the  flreame  round  about,  fwa  that 

5  his  fnowt  nor  taill  fall  not  touch  the  bank  of  the  water, 

4  Slayers  of  reide  fifh  or  fmoltes  of  falmond,  the  third  time  are 
4  punifhed  with  death.  And  fic  like  he  quha  commands  the  famine 
4  to  be  done.’  Jac.  IV.  pari.  6.  flat.  Rob.  III. 

Continue  my  journey  :  pafs  over  the  bridge  of  Don ;  a  fine 
gothic  arch  flung  over  that  fine  river,  from  one  rock  to  the  other  % 
the  height  from  the  top  of  the  arch  to  the  water  is  fixty  feet ;  its 
width  feventy-two.  It  was  built  by  Henry  de  Cheyn ,  Bifhop  of 
Aberdeen  and  nephew  to  John  Cummin  Lord  of  Radenoch ,  who 
fuffering  exile  for  hi?  attachment  to  the  fa&ion  of  the  Cummins ,  on 
his  being  refbored  to  his  fee,  applied  all  the  profits  that  had  accu¬ 
mulated  during  his  abfence,  towards  this  magnificent  work-f . 
Ride  for  fome  miles  on  the  fea  fands  \  pafs  through  Newburgh ,  a 
final!  village,  and  at  low  water  ford  the  Tthen ,  a  river  produ&ive 

*  Alex.  I. 

f  Keith's  Scotch  Bijhops.  63.  This  Prelate  was  living  in  1333. 
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of  the  pearl  mufcle  :  go  through  the  parifh  of  Furvie ,  now  entirely 
overwhelmed  withfand,  (except  two  farms)  and  about  500I.  per  arm* 
loft  to  the  Errol  family,  as  appears  by  the  oath  of  the  fadtor,  made 
before  the  court  of  feffions  in  1600,  to  afcertain  the  minifter’s  falary. 
It  was  at  that  time  all  arable  land,  now  covered  with  drifting  fands, 
like  the  deferts  of  Arabia ,  and  no  veftiges  remain  of  any  buildings, 
except  a  fmall  fragment  of  the  church. 

The  country  now  grows  very  flat  produces  oats ;  but  the 
crops  are  confiderably  worfe  than  in  the  preceding  country. 
Reach 

Bownefsy  or  Buchanefs ,  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Errol ,  perched 
like  a  Falcon’s  neft,  on  the  edge  of  a  vaft  cliff  above  the  fea.  The 
drawing-room,  a  large  and  very  elegant  apartment,  hangs  over  it ; 
the  waves  run  in  wild  eddies  round  the  rocks  beneath,  and  the  fea 
fowl  clamor  above  and  below,  forming  a  ftrange  profpedl:  and  An¬ 
gular  chorusy  The  place  was  once  defenfible,  there  having  been  a 
ditch  and  draw-bridge  on  the  acceflible  fide*  but  now  both  are 
deftroyed. 

Above  five  miles  South  is  Plains ,  the  remains  of  the  old  family 
caftle,  feated  ftrongly  on  a  peninfulated  rock ;  but  demolilhed  in 
1 594,  by  James  VI.  on  the  rebellion  of  the  Earl  of  Huntly.  Near 
this  place  are  fome  vaft  caverns,  once  filled  with  curious  ftaladtical 
incruftations,  but  now  deftroyed,  in  ordei'  to  be  burnt  into  lime ; 
for  there  is  none  in  this  country,  that  ufeful  commodity  being  im¬ 
ported  from  the  Earl  of  Elgin' s  works  on  the  Firth  of  Forth. 

Here  the  fhore  begins  to  grow  bold  and  rocky,  and  indented  in 
a  ftrange  manner  with  fmall  and  deep  creeks,  or  rather  immenfe  and 
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horrible  chafms.  The  famous  Bullers  of  Buchan  lie  about  a  mile 
North  of  Bownefs ,  are  a  vafi:  hollow  in  a  rock,  projedting  into  the 
fea,  open  at  top,  with  a  communication  to  the  fea  through  a  noble 
natural  arch,  through  which  boats  can  pafs,  and  lie  fecure  in  this 
natural  harbour.  There  is  a  path  round  the  top,  but  in  fome  parts 
too  narrow  to  walk  on  with  fatisfadlion,  as  the  depth  is  about  thirty 
fathom,  with  water  on  both  fides,.  being  bounded  on  the  North  and 
South  by  fmall  creeks. 

Near  this  is  a  great  infulated  rock,  divided  by  a  narrow  and  very 
deep  chafm  from  the  land.  This  rock  is  pierced  through  midway 
between  the  water  and  the  top,  and  in  great  ftorms  the  waves  rufh 
through  it  with  vafl  noife  and  impetuofity.  On  the  fides,  as  well 
as  thole  of  the  adjacent  cliffs,  breed  multitudes  of  Kittiwakes  *. 
The  young  are  a  favorite  dilh  in  North  Britain ,  being  ferved  up  a 
little  before  dinner,  as  a  whet  for  the  appetite ;  but,  from  the  rank 
fmell  and  tafte,.  feem  as  if  they  were  more  likely  to  have  a  contrary 
effedt.  I  was  told  of  an  honefl:  gentleman  who  was  fet  down  for 
the  firft  time  to  this  kind  of  whet,  as  he  fuppofed  ;  but  after  demo¬ 
lishing  half  a  dozen,  with  much  impatience  declared,,  that  he  had 
eaten  fax ,  and  did  not  find  himfelf  a  bit  more  hungry  than  before 
he  began. 

On  this  coalt  is  a  great  fifhery  of  Sea  Dogs  y,  which  begins  the 
laff:  week  of  July,  and  ends  the  firfb  in  September .  The  livers  are 
boiled  for  oil;  the  bodies  fplit,  dried,  and  fold  to  the  common 

*  Br.  ZooL  illufir .  26.  tab.  xxiii. 


f  The  picked  Dog,  Br.  ZooL  III.  77, 
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people,  who  come  from  great  diftances  for  them.  Very  fine 
Turbots  are  taken  on  this  coaft ;  and  towards  Peterhead  are  good 
fifheries  of  Cod  and  Ling.  The  Lord  of  theManour  has  3I.  6s.  8d. 
’per  annum  from  every  boat,  (a  fix-man  boat)  but  if  a  hew  crew 
fets  up,  the  Lord,  by  way  of  encouragement,  finds  them  a  boat. 
Befides  tnefe,  they  have  little  yawls  for  catching  bait  at  the  foot  of 
the  rocks.  Mufcles  are  alfo  much  ufed  for  bait,  and  many  boat’s 
loads  are  brought  for  that  purpofe  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ythen . 
Of  late  years,  a  very  fuccefsful  falmon  fifhery  has  been  fet  up  in 
the  fandy  bays  below  Stains.  This  is  performed  by  long  nets, 
carried  out  to  fea  by  boats,  a  great  compafs  taken,  and  then  hawled 
on  fliore.  It  is  remarked,  thefe  ffh  fwim  againft  the  wind,  and 
are  much  better  tailed  than  thofe  taken  in  frefh  waters. 

Moft  of  the  labor  on  Ihore  is  performed  here  by  the  women  : 
they  will  carry  as  much  fifh  as  two  men  can  lift  on  their  fhoulders, 
and  when  they  have  fold  their  cargo  and  emptied  their  bafket, 
will  re-place  part  of  it  with  Hones  :  they  go  fixteen  miles  to  fell  or 
barter  their  fifh  •,  are  very  fond  of  finery,  and  will  load  their  fingers 
with  trumpery  rings,  when  they  want  both  fhoes  and  ftockingsa 
The  fleet  was  the  lafl  war  fupplied  with  great  numbers  of  men 
from  this  and  other  parts  of  Scotland ,  as  well  as  the  army  ;  I  think 
near  70,000  engaged  in  the  general  caufe,  and  aflifted  in  carrying 
our  glory  through  all  parts  of  the  globe:  of  the  former,  numbers 
returned  j  of  the  latter,  very  few. 

The  houles  in  this  country  are  built  with  clay,  tempered  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  Ifraelites  made  their  bricks  in  the  land  of 
JEgypt :  after  drefling  the  clay,  and  working  it  up  with  water, 
the  laborers  place  on  it  a  large  ftratum  of  ftraw,  which  is  trampled 
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into  it  and  made  final!  by  horfes :  then  more  is  added,  till  it  arrives 
at  a  proper  confiftency,  when  it  is  ufed  as  a  plaifter,  and  makes 
the  houfes  very  warm.  The  roofs  are  farked ,  i.  e.  covered  with 
inch-and-half  deal,  fawed  into  three  planks,  and  then  nailed  to  the 
ioifts,  on  which  the  dates  are  pinned. 

The  land  profpedt  is  extremely  unpleafant;  for  no  trees  will 
grow  here,  in  fpite  of  all  the  pains  that  have  been  taken  :  not  but 
in  former  times  it  muft  have  been  well  wooded,  as  is  evident  from 
the  numbers  of  trees  dug  up  in  all  the  bogs.  The  fame  nakednefs 
prevales  over  great  part  of  this  coaft,  even  far  beyond  Bamff, 
except  in  a  few  warm  bottoms. 

The  corn  of  this  tracff  is  oats  and  barley;  of  the  lad:  I  have  feen 
very  good  clofe  to  the  edges  of  the  cliffs.  Rents  are  paid  here 
partly  in  cadi,  partly  in  kind ;  the  laft  is  commonly  fold  to  a  con¬ 
tractor.  The  land  here  being  poor,  is  fet  cheap.  The  people  live 
hardly  :  a  common  food  with  them  is  fowens ,  or  the  grofier  part 
of  the  oatmeal  with  the  hufks,  firft  put  into  a  barrel  with  water, 
in  order  to  grow  four,  and  then  boiled  into  a  fort  of  pudding,  or 
flummery. 

*  Croffed  the  country  towards  Bamff \  over  oatlands,  a  coarfe  fort 
of  downs,  and  feveral  black  heathy  moors,  without  a  fingle  tree 
for  numbers  of  miles.  See  Craigfton  caftle,  a  good  houfe,  once 
defenfible,  ieated  in  a  fnug  bottom,  where  the  plantations  thrive 
greatly.  Saw  here  a  head  of  David  Lejly ,  an  eleve  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus  :  a  fuccefsfull  General  againft  the  royal  caufe;  unfortunate 
'when  he  attempted  to  fupport  it :  loft  the  battle  of  Dunbar ,  being 
forced  to  engage  contrary  to  his  judgement  by  the  enthufiafm  of 
the  Preachers  :  marched  with  an  unwilling  army  to  the  fatal  battle 
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of  JVorceJier ;  confcious  of  its  difaffedlion  or  its  fears,  he  funk  be¬ 
neath  his  apprehenfions  ;  was  difpirited  and  confounded  :  after  the 
fight,  loft  his  liberty  and  reputation  •,  but  was  reftored  to  both  at 
the  reftoration  by  Charles  II.  who  created  him  Baron  of  Newark . 
Another  head  of  Sir  Alexander  Frazier ,  the  Knight  of  Bores ; 
both  by  Jamefon .  Paned  by  a  fin  all  ruined  caftle,  in  the  parifh  of 
Kinedward ,  feated  on  a  round  hill  in  a  deep  glen,  and  fcarce  accef- 
fible  :  the  antient  name  of  this  caftle  was  Kin ,  or  Kyn-Eden ,  and 
faid  to  have  been  one  of  the  feats  of  the  Cummins ,  Earls  of  Buchan . 
Ford  the  Bevron ,  a  fine  river,  over  which  had  been  a  beautiful! 
bridge,  now  waftied  away  by  the  floods.  Enter  Bamffjhire ,  and 
reach  its  capital 

Bamffi  pleafantly  feated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill ;  has  feveral  ftreets ; 
but  that  with  the  town-houfe  in  it,  adorned  with  a  new  fpire,  is 
very  handfome.  This  place  was  eredted  into  a  borough  by  virtue 
of  a  charter  from  Robert  II.  dated  Odlob.  7:  1372,  endowing  it 
with  the  fame  privileges  and  putting  it  on  the  fame  footing  with 
the  burgh  of  Aberdeen ;  but  tradition  fays  it  was  founded  in  the 
reign  of  Malcolm  Canmore.  The  harbour  is  very  bad,  as  the  en¬ 
trance  at  the  mouth  of  the  Bevron  is  very  uncertain,  being  often 
flopped  by  the  fhifting  of  the  fands,  which  are  continually  chang¬ 
ing,  in  great  ftorms ;  the  pier  is  therefore  placed  on  the  outfide. 
Much  falmon  is  exported  from  hence.  About  5 Troop  head,  fome 
kelp  is  made  ;  and  the  adventurers  pay  the  Lord  of  the  Manour 
50I.  per  ann.  for  the  liberty  of  colledling  the  materials. 

Bamff  had  only  one  monaftery,  that  of  the  Carmelites ,  dedicated 
to  the  Virgin  Mary  ♦,  whofe  rents,  place  and  lands  were  bellowed 
on  King's  College  in  Aberdeen  in  16  £7  by  James  VI. 


1 


Bamff. 


The- 


CO 


*34 


A  TOUR 


Duff  House. 


The  Earl  of  Finlater  has  a  houfe,  prettily  feated  on  an  eminence 
near  the  town,  with  fome  plantations  of  flirubs  and  fmall  trees, 
which  have  a  good  effeCt  in  fo  bare  a  country.  The  profpeCt  is 
very  fine,  commanding  the  rich  meadows  near  the  town,  Down 
a  fmall  but  well-built  fifhing-town,  the  great  promontory  of  Troop- 
head ,  and  to  the  North  the  hills  of  Rofsjhire ,  Sutherland ,  and 
Cathnefs. 

The  houfe  once  belonged  to  the  Sharps ;  and  the  violent  Arch- 
bifhop  of  that  name  was  born  here.  In  one  of  the  apartments  is  a 
picture  of  Jamefon  by  himfelf,  fitting  in  his  painting-room,  drefied 
like  Rubens ,  and  with  his  hat  on,  and  his  pallet  in  his  hand.  On 
the  walls  are  reprefented  hung  up,  the  pictures  of  Charles  I.  and 
his  Queen  ;  a  head  of  his  own  wife ;  another  head  ;  two  fea  views, 
and  Perfeus  and  Andromeda ,  the  productions  of  his  various  pencil. 

Duff  Houfe,  a  vaft  pile  of  building,  a  little  way  from  the  town, 
is  a  fquare,  with  a  fquare  tower  at  each  end ;  the  front  richly  orna¬ 
mented  with  carving,  but,  for  want  of  wings,  has  a  naked  look : 
the  rooms  within  are  very  fmall,  and  by  no  means  anfwer  the  mag¬ 
nificence  of  the  cafe. 

In  the  apartments  are  thefe  pictures :  Frances ,  Dutchefs  of 
Richmond ,  full  length,  in  black,  with  a  little  picture  at  her  bread  ; 
TEt.  57,  1633,  by  Vandyck:  was  gran-daughter  by  the  father  to 
Thomas  Duke  of  Norfolk  ;  to  Edward  Stafford  Duke  of  Buckingham 
by  the  mother.  A  Lady  who  attempted  the  very  climax  of  matri¬ 
mony  :  fird  married  the  fon  of  a  rich  vintner ;  gave  hopes  after  his 
death  to  a  Knight,  Sir  G.  Rodney ,  who  on  being  jilted  by  her  for 
an  Earl,  Edward  Earl  of  Hertford ,  wrote  to  her  in  his  own  blood 
a  well-compofed  copy  of  verfes,  and  then  fell  on  his  fword  :  having 
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buried  the  Earl,  gave  her  hand  to  Ludovic  Duke  of  Richmond  and 
Lenox ,  and  on  his  deceafe  fpread  her  nets  for  the  old  monarch 
James  I.  Her  avarice  kept  pace  with  her  vanity  :  when  vifited  by 
the  great,  fhe  had  all  the  parade  of  officers,  and  gentlemen  who 
attended  :  tables  were  fpread,  as  if  there  had  been  ample  provifion ; 
but  the  moment  her  vifitors  were  gone,  the  cloths  were  taken  o£Fr 
and  her  train  fed  with  a  moft  fcanty  fare.  Her  pride  induced  her 
to  draw  up  an  inventory  of  moft  magnificent  prefents  ftie  wifhed 
the  world  to  believe  fhe  had  given  to  the  Queen  of  Bohemia ;  pre¬ 
fents  of  mafly  plate  that  exifted  only  on  paper  *.  Befides  this 
lingular  charadter,  are  two  fine  heads  of  Charles  I.  and  his  Queen. 
A  head  of  a  Duff  of  Corfenday ,  with  fhort  grey  hair,  by  Cofmo. 
Alexander ,  defendent  of  the  famous  Jamefon.  Near  the  houfe  is  a 
fhrubbery,  with  a  walk  two  miles  long,  leading  to  the  river. 

About  two  miles  Weft  of  Banff ^  not  far  from  the  fea,  is  a  great 
ftratum  of  fand  and  fhells,  ufed  with  fuocefs  as  a  manure.  Sea  tang 
is  alfo  much  ufed  for  corn  lands,  fometimes  by  itfelf,  fometimes 
mixed  with  earth,  and  left  to  rot :  it  is  befides  often  laid  frefh  on 
grafs,  and  anfwers  very  well.  Faffed  by  the  houfe  of  Boyne ,  a 
ruined  caftle,  on  the  edge  of  a  fteep  glen,  filled  with  feme  good 
afh  and  maples. 

Near  Portfoy ,  a  fmall  town  in  the  parifh  of  Fordyce ,  is  a  large 
ftratum  of  marble,  in  which  ajheftos  has  been  fometimes  found: 
it  is  a  coarfe  fort  of  Verd  di  Corfica ,  and  ufed  in  fome  houfes  for 
chimney-pieces.  Portfoy  is  the  principal  place  in  this  parifh,  and 
contains  about  fix  hundred  inhabitants,  who  carry  on  a  confiderable 
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thread 


1 36  A  TOUR 

) 

thread  manufacture,  and  one  of  fnuff :  there  alfo  belong  to  the 
town  twelve  fhips,  from  forty  to  a  hundred  tuns  burden  ^  and  there 
are  in  the  pariih  fix  filling  boats,  each  of  whofe  crew  confiits  of 
fix  men  and  a  boy.  Reach 

Cullen  Cullen  Houfe,  feated  at  the  edge  of  a  deep  glen  full  of  very  large 
House.  trees,  which  being  out  of  the  reach  of  the  fea  winds,  profper  greatly. 
This  fpot  is  very  prettily  laid  out  in  walks,  and  over  the  entrance 
is  a  magnificent  arch  fixty  feet  high,  and  eighty-two  in  width.  The 
houfe  is  large,  but  irregular.  The  moil  remarkable  pictures  are, 
a  full  length  of  James  VI.  by  My  tens  :  at  the  time  of  the  revolu¬ 
tion,  the  mob  had  taken  it  out  of  Holy-Rood  Houfe,  and  were 
kicking  it  about  the  itreets,  when  the  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of 
Finlater ,  happening  to  pafs  by,  redeemed  it  out  of  their  hands. 
A  portrait  of  James  Duke  of  Hamilton ,  beheaded  1649,  in  a  large 
black  cloak,  with,  a  ilar,  by  Vandyck .  A  half-length  of  his  brother, 
by  the  fame,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Worcefier.  William  Duke  of 
Hamilton ,  prefident  of  the  revolution  parlement,  by  Kneller .  Old 
Lord  Banff  1  aged  90,  with  a  long  white  fquare  beard,  who  is  faid 
to  have  incurred  the  cenfure  of  the  church,  at  that  age,  for  his 
galantries  *. 


Among  other  pictures  of  perfons  of  merit,  that  of  the  admirable  Crichton 
mufli  not  be  overlooked.  I  was  informed,  that  there  is  one  of  that  extraordinary 
perfon  in  the  pofiejTion  of  Alexander  Morrifon ,  Efq;  of  Bagnie ,  in  the  county  of 
Bamjf ;  it  is  in  the  fame  apartment  with  fome  of  Jamefon* s,  but  feems  done  by  a 
Superior  hand  :  came  into  Mr.  Morrifon’s  poffeffion  from  the  family  of  Crichton > 
Vifcount  Frendraught ,  to  whom  Crichton  probably  fent  it  from  Italy y  where  he 
Cpent  the  laft  years  of  his  ihort,  but  glorious  life.  Vide  Appendix* 
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Not  far  from  Cullen  Houfe  are  the  ruins  of  the  caftle  of  Finlater , 
fituated  on  a  high  rock  projecting  into  the  fea.  It  was  ftrengthened 
in  1455  by  Sir  Walter  Oglevie ,  who  had  licence  from  James  II.  to 
build  a  tower  and  fortalice  at  his  caftle  of  Finlater .  It  continued 
in  pofteftion  of  the  family  till  it  was  ufurped  by  the  family  of  the 
Gordons  but  was  reftored  to  the  right  heirs  about  the  year  15625 
by  Queen  Mary ,  who  for  that  purpofe  caufed  it  to  be  invefted 
both  by  fea  and  land. 

The  country  round  Cullen  has  all  the  marks  of  improvement* 
owing  to  the  *  indefatigable  pains  of  the  late  noble  owner,  in  ad¬ 
vancing  the  art  of  agriculture  and  planting,  and  every  other  ufefull 
bufinefs,  as  far  as  the  nature  of  the  foil  would  admit.  His  fuccefs 
in  the  firft  was  very  great ;  the  crops  of  beans,  peas,  oats,  and 
barley,  were  excellent  ^  the  wheat  very  good,  but,  through  the 
fault  of  the  climate,  will  not  ripen  till  it  is  late,  the  harveft  in  thefe 
parts  being  in  Ofiober.  The  plantations  are  very  extend ve,  and 
reach  to  the  top  of  Finn  hill ;  but  the  farther  they  extend  from  the 
bottoms,  the  worfe  they  fucceed. 

The  town  of  Cullen  is  mean ;  yet  has  about  a  hundred  looms  in 
it,  there  being  a  flourifhing  manufacture  of  linnen  and  thread,  of 
which  near  fifty  thoufand  pounds  worth  is  annually  made  there  and 
in  the  neighborhood.  Upwards  of  two  thoufand  bolls  of  wheat, 
barley,  oats  and  meal  are  paid  annually  by  the  tenants  to  their 

*  His  Lordfliip  collected  together  near  2000  fouls,  to  his  new  town  at  Keith, 
by  feiting ,  i.  e.  giving  in  perpetuity,  on  payment  of  a  flight  acknowledgement, 
land  fufficient  to  build  a  houfe  on,  with  gardens  and  back-yard, 
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landlords,  and  by  them  fold  to  the  merchants  and  exported :  and 
befides,  the  upper  parts  of  the  parifli  yield  peas,  and  great  quanti¬ 
ties  of  oats,  which  are  fold  by  thofe  tenants  who  pay  their  rents  in 
caffi. 

Near  this  town  the  Duke  of  Cumberland ,  after  his  march  from 
Barnffi  joined  the  reft  of  his  forces  from  Straithr  Bogie ,  and  encamp¬ 
ed  at  Cullen. 

In  a  fmall  fandy  bay  are  three  lofty  fpiring  rocks,  formed  of 
flinty  mafies,  cemented  together  very  differently  from  any  ftratum 
in  the  country.  Thefe  are  called  the  three  Kings  of  Cullen .  A  lit¬ 
tle  farther  is  another  vaft  rock,  pierced  quite  through,  formed  of 
pebbly  concretions  lodged  in  clay,  which  had  fubfided  in  thick 
but  regular  layers. 

In  this  country  are  feveral  Cairns  or  Barrows,  the  places  of  inter¬ 
ment  of  the  antient  Caledonians ,  or  of  the  Danes ,  for  the  method 
was  common  to  both  nations.  At  Kil-hillock ,  or  the  Hill  of  burial, 
near  Glajfaugh ,  was  a  very  remarkable  one  demolifhed  about  four¬ 
teen  years  ago.  The  diameter  was  fixty  feet,  the  height  fixteen ; 
formed  entirely  of  (tones  brought  from  the  fhore,  as  appears  by  the 
limpets,  mufcles,  and  other  fhells  mixed  with  them.  The  whole 
was  covered  with  a  layer  of  earth  four  feet  thick,  and  that  finifhed 
with  a  very  nice  coat  of  green  fod,  inclofing  the  whole.  It  feems 
to  have  been  originally  formed  by  making  a  deep  trench  round  the 
fpot,  and  flinging  the  earth  inwards :  then  other  materials  brought 
to  complete  the  work,  which  muft  have  been  that  of  an  whole 
army.  On  breaking  open  this  Cairn ,  on  the  fummit  of  the  ftony 
heap  beneath  the  integument  of  earth  was  found  a  (lone  coffin 
formed  of  long  flags,  and  in  it  the  complete  fkeleton  of  a  human 

body,. 
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body',  lain  at  full  length  with  every  bone  in  its  proper  place :  and 
with  them  a  deer’s  horn,  the  fymbol  of  the  favorite  amufement  of 
the  decealed. 

About  live  years  ago  another  Cairn  was  broke  open  near  the 
fame  place  •,  and  in  it  was  found  another  coffin  about  fix  feet  long 
with  a  fkeleton,  an  urn  and  fome  charcoal:  a  confiderable  deal  of  char¬ 
coal  was  alTo  met  with  intermixed  every  where  among  the  Hones  of 
the  Cairn .  By  this  it  appears  that  the  mode  of  interment  was  vari- 

r 

ous  at  the  fame  period  *  for  one  of  thefe  bodies  muft  have  been 
placed  entire  in  its  caemetery,  the  other  burnt  and  the  allies  colled:- 
ed  in  the  urn. 

A  third  Cairn  on  the  farm  of  Brankanentim  near  Kil-hillock  was 
opened  very  lately  ^  and  in  the  middle  was  found  a  coffin  only  two 
feet  fquare,  made  of  flag-Hones  fet  on  their  edge,  and  another  by 
way  of  cover.  The  urn  was  feated  on  the  ground,  filled  with  allies, 
and  was  furrounded  in  the  coffin  with  charcoal  and  bones,  probably 
bones  belonging  to  the  fame  body,  which  had  not  been  reduced  to 
allies  like  the  contents  of  the  urn. 

A  fourth  urn  was  dilcovered  in  a  Cairn  on  the  hill  of  Down , 
overlooking  the  river  Devron  and  town  of  Bamff.  7"his  was  alfo 
placed  in  a  coffin  of  flat  Hones,  with  the  mouth  downwards  Hand¬ 
ing  on  another  Hone.  The  urn  was  ornamented:  but  round  it  were 
placed  three  others,  fmaller  and  quite  plain.  The  contents  of  each 
were  the  fame  *,  allies,  burnt  bones,  flint  arrow  heads  with  almoH 
vitrified  furfaces,  and  a  piece  of  flint  of  an  oval  ffiape  flatted,  two 
inches  long,  and  an  inch  and  a  half  thick.  There  was  alfo  in  the 
larger  urn  and  one  of  the  lefler,  a  fmall  (lender  bone  four  inches 
long,  and  fomewhat  incurvated  and  perforated  at  the  thicker  end  : 
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it  is  apparently  not  human  *  but  the  animal  it  belonged  to,  and  the 
ufe,  are  unknown. 

The  materials  of  the  urns  appear  to  have  been  found  in  the 
neighborhood  ;  and  conflfl;  of  a  coarfe  clay  mixed  with  fmall  ftones 
and  fand,  and  evidently  have  been  only  dried  and'  not  burnt.  By 
the  appearance  of  the  infide  of  the  larger  urn,  it  is  probable  that  it 
was  placed  over  the  bones  while  they  were  hot  and  full  of  oil  •,  the 
whole  infide  being  blackened  with  the  (learn ;  and  where  it  may 
have  been  fuppofed  to  have  been  in  conta6l  with  them,  the  (lain 
pervades  the  entire  thicknefs.  The  urn  was  thirteen  inches  high. 

The  urn  in  the  manner  it  was  found  ;  the  fmall  bones ;  and  one 
of  the  arrow  heads  (of  which  no  lefs  than  thirteen  were  found  in  the 
greatefl  urn)  are  engraven  from  a  fine  drawing  communicated  to  me 
by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Laulie ,  Minifler  of  Fordyce. 

Befides  is  a  numerous  ailemblage  of  Cairns  on  the  Cotton  hill, 
a  mile  South  of  Birkenbog ,  probably  in  memory  of  the  (lain  in  the 
victory  obtained  in  988,  by  Indulphus ,  over  the  Danes.  The  battle 
chiefly  raged  on  a  moor  near  Cullen ,  where  there  are  fxmilar  barrows 
but  as  it  extended  far  by  reafon  of  the  *  retreat  of  the  vanquifhed, 
thefe  feem  to  be  flung  together  with  the  fame  defign. 

Not  far  from  thefe  are  two  circles  of  long  (lones,  called  Gael - 
erofs :  perhaps  they  might  have  been  erefled  after  that  battle ;  and 
as  Gaul  is  the  Erfe  word  for  a  (Iranger  or  enemy  -f,  as  the  Danes 
were,  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  fuppofe  that  to  have  been  the 
£a6h 

Nor  is  there  wanting  a  retreat  of  the  inhabitants  in  time  of  war ; 

*  Buchanan ,  lib.  vi.  c.  19. 
f  Do&QX  Macpherfcn,  p.  240, 

for 
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for  round  the  top  of  the  hill  of  Burn  is  a  triple  entrenchment  (till 
very  dihind! ;  the  middle  of  hone,  and  very  hrong  in  the  moft 
acceffible  place:  and  fuch  fahneffes  were  far  from  being  nnnecef- 
fary  in  a  trad!  continually  expofed  to  the  ravages  of  the  Banes. 

The  vault  of  the  family  of  Abercrombies  in  this  parifh  muh  not 
be  pafled  over  in  filence :  it  is  lodged  in  the  wall  of  the  church, 
and  is  only  the  repofitory  of  the  fculls.  The  bodies  are  depofited 
in  the  earth  beneath ;  and  when  the  Laird  dies,  the  fcull  of  his 
predeceffor  is  taken  up  and  Hung  into  this  Golgotha,  which  at  pre- 
fent  is  in  pofieffion  of  nineteen. 

Some  fuperllitions  hill  lurk  even  in  this  cultivated  country.  The 
farmers  carefully  preferve  their  cattle  again!!  witchcraft  by  placing 
boughs  of  the  mountain  afh  and  honey fuckle  in  their  cow  houfes 
on  the  2d  of  May.  They  hope  to  preferve  the  milk  of  their  cows* 
and  their  wives  from  mifcarriage  by  tying  red  threads  about  them  : 
they  bleed  the  fuppofed  witch  to  preferve  themfelves  from  her 
charms :  they  vifit  the  well  of  Spey  for  many  dihempers,  and  the 
well  of  Brachaldy  for  as  many,  offering  fmall  pieces  of  money  and 
bits  of  rags.  The  young  people  determine  the  figure  and  fize  of 
their  hulbands  by  drawing  cabbages  blindfold  on  All- Hallows  even  ; 
and  like  the  Englijh  fling  nuts  into  the  fire;  and  in  February  draw 
Valentines ,  and  from  them  colled!  their  future  fortune  in  the  nuptial, 
hate. 

Faffed  through  a  fine  open  country,  full  of  gentle  rifings,  and  Aug.  r^. 
rich  in  corn,  with  a  few  clumps  of  trees  fparingly  fcattered  over  it. 

Great  ufe  is  made  here  of  hone  marie,  a  gritty  indurated  marie,  Stone 

found  in  vah  hrata,  dipping  pretty  much:  it  is  of  different  colors,  Marle* 

blue,  pale  brown,  and  reddifh ;  is  cut  out  of  the  quarry,  and  laid 

very 
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very  thick  on  the  ground  in  lumps,  but  will  not  wholly  diftolve 
under  three  or  four  years.  In  the  quarry  is  a  great  deal  of 
fparry  matter,  which  is  laid  apart,  and  burnt  for  lime.  Arrive 
at 

Caftle  Gordon ,  a  large  old  houfe,  the  feat  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon , 
lying  in  a  low  wet  country,  near  fome  large  well-grown  woods,  and 
a  confiderable  one  of  great  hollies.  It  was  founded  by  George 
fecond  Earl  of  Huntly  \  and  was  originally  called  the  caftle  of  the 
bog  of  Gight.  It  inherits  at  prefent  very  little  of  its  former  fplendor: 
by  accident  I  met  with  an  old  print  that  ftiews  it  in  all  the  magnifi¬ 
cence  defcribed  by  a  fingular  traveller  of  the  middle  of  the  iaft  cen¬ 
tury.  c  Bogagiethft  (fays  he)  4  the  Marquifs  of  Huntley ’s  palace, 
4  all  built  of  ftone  facing  the  ocean,  whofe  fair  front  (fet  prejudice 
6  afide)  worthily  deferves  an  Englifhmari* s  applaufe  for  her  lofty  and 
6  majeftick  towers  and  turrets,  that  ftorm  the  air ;  and  feemingly 
4  make  dents  in  the  very  clouds.  At  firft  fight  I  muft  confefs,  it 
6  ftruck  me  with  admiration  to  gaze  on  fo  gaudy  and  regular 
4  a  frontifpiece ;  more  efpecially  to  confider  it  in  the  nook  of  a 
4  nation.’  * 

The  principal  pictures  in  Caftle  Gordon  are,  the  firft  Marquifs  of 
Huntly  \  who  on  his  firft  arrival  at  court  forgetting  the  ufual  obei- 
fance,  was  afked  why  he  did  not  bow  :  he  begged  his  Majefty’s 
pardon,  and  excufed  his  want  of  refpedt  by  faying  he  was  juft  come 
from  a  place  where  every  body  bowed  to  him.  Second  Marquifs 

*  Northern  Memoirs,  &c.  by  Richard  Franks,  Philanthropic .  London 
1694.  izmo.  This  Gentleman  made  his  journey  in  1658,  and  went  through 
Scotland  as  far  as  the  water  of  Brora  in  Sutherland  to  enjoy  as  he  traveled,  the 
amufement  of  angling,. 
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of  Huntly ,  beheaded  by  the  Covenanters,  His  fon,  the  gallant 
Lord  Gordon ,  Montrofe' s  friend,  killed  at  the  battle  of  Auldford „ 
Lord  Lewis  Gordon ,  a  lefs  generous  warrior  ^  the  plague  *  of 
the  people  of  Murray ,  (then  the  feat  of  the  Covenanters)  whofe 
charadler,  with  that  of  the  brave  Montrofe ,  is  well  contrafted  in 
thefe  old  lines : 

If  ye  with  Montrofe  gae,  ye’l  get  he  and  wae  enough  ; 

If  ye  with  Lord  Lewis  gae,  ye’l  get  rob  and  rave  enough. 

The  head  of  the  fecond  Countefs  of  Huntly ,  daughter  of  James  I. 
Sir  Peter  Frazier ,  a  full  length,  in  armour.  A  fine  fmall  portrait 
-  of  the  Abbe  dr  Aubigne,  fitting  in  his  ftudy.  A  very  fine  head  of 
St.  John  receiving  the  revelation  ;  a  beautifull  expreflion  of  attention 
and  devotion. 

The  Duke  of  Gordon  (till  keeps  up  the  diverfion  of  falconry, 
and  had  feveral  fine  Hawks,  of  the  Peregrine  and  gentle  Falcon 
fpecies,  which  breed  in  the  rocks  of  Glenmore.  I  faw  alfo  here  a 
true  Highland  gre-hound,  which  is  now  become  very  fcarce :  it  was 
of  a  very  large  fize,  ftrong,  deep  chefled,  aad  covered  with  very 
long  and  rough  hair.  This  kind  was  in  great  vogue  in  former  days, 
and  ufed  in  vaft  numbers  at  the  magnificent  flag-chafes,  by  the 
powerfull  Chieftains. 

*  Whence  this  proverb, 

‘  The  Guil,  the  Gordon ,  and  the  Hooded  Craw, 

4  Were  the  three  word  things  Murray  ever  faw.’ 

Gull  is  a  weed  that  infefts  corn.  It  was  from  the  cable  of  Rothes ,  on  the  Spey, 
that  Lord  Lewis  made  his  plundering  excurlions  into  Murray . 
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1  alfo  faw  here  a  dog  the  offfpring  of  a  Wolf  and  Po¬ 
meranian  bitch.  It  had  much  the  appearance  of  the  firfb,  was 
very  good  natured  and  fportive ;  but  being  Hipped  at  a  weak  Deer 
it  inftantly  brought  the  animal  down  and  tore  out  its  throat.  This 
dog  was  bred  by  Mr.  Brooks  animal-merchant,  in  London ,  who  told 
me  that  the  congrefs  between  the  wolf  and  the  bitch  was  immediate, 
and  the  produce  at  the  litter  was  ten. 

The  Spey.  The  Spey  is  a  dangerous  neighbor  to  Caftle  Gordon ;  a  large  and 
furious  river,  overflowing  very  frequently  in  a  dreadfull  manner, 
as  appears  by  its  ravages  far  beyond  its-  banks.  The  bed' 
of  the  river  is  wide  and  full  of  gravel,  and  the  channel  very 
fhifting. 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland  paiTed  this  water  at  Belly  church,  near 
this  place,  when  the  channel  wras  fo  deep  as  to  take  an  officer,  from 
whom  I  had  the  relation,  and  who  was  fix  feet  four  inches  high, 
up  to  the  breaft.  The  banks  are  very  high,  and  fteep ;  fo  that, 
had  not  the  Rebels  been  providentially  fo  infatuated  as  to  negledt 
oppofition,  the  paftage  mu  ft  have  been  attended  with  confiderable 
lofs. 

The  falmon  fiffiery  on  this  river  is  very  great :  about  feventeen 
hundred  barrels  full  are  caught  in  the  feafon,  and  the  fliore  is  rent* 
ed  for  about  1200I.  per  annum. 

Aug.  14.  Paffed  through  Fochabers ,  a  wretched  town,  clofe  to  the 
Fochabers,  caftle.  Crofted  the  Spey  in  a  boat,  and  landed  in  the  county  of 

Murray. 

The  peafants*  houfes,  which,  throughout  the  (hire  of  Banff. \ 
were  very  decent,  were  now  become  very  miferable,  being  entirely 

made 
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-made  of  turf :  the  country  partly  moor,  partly  cultivated,  but  in  a 
very  flovenly  manner. 

Between  Fochabers  and  Elgin  on  the  right  lies  Innes ,  once  the 
feat  of  the  very  antient  family  of  that  name,  whofe  annals  are  mark¬ 
ed  with  great  calamities.  I  fhall  recite  two  which  ftrongly  paint 
the  manners  of  the  times,  and  one  of  them  alfo  the  manners  of  that 
abandoned  Statefman  the  Regent  Earl  of  Morton.  I  (hall  deliver 
the  tales  in  the  fimple  manner  they  are  told  by  the  hiftorian  of  the 
houfe. 

4  This  man  Alexander  Innes  20th  heir  of  the  houfe  (though  very 

*  gallant)  had  fomething  of  particularyty  in  his  temper,  was  proud 

*  and  pofitive  in  his  deportment,  and  had  his  lawfuits  with  feverall 
4  of  his  friends,  amongft  the  reft  with  Innes  of  Pethnock ,  which  had 

*  brought  them  both  to  Edinburgh  in  the  yeir  1576,  as  I  take  it, 
4  qn  the  laird  haveing  met  his  kinfman  at  the  crofs,  fell  in  words 

*  with  him  for  dareing  to  give  him  a  citation ;  in  choller  either 
4  ftabed  the  Gentleman  with  a  degger  or  piftoled  him  (for  it  was 
4  varioufly  reported),  when  he  had  done,  his  ftomach  would  not 
4  let  him  fly  but  he  walked  up  and  doun  on  the  fpott  as  if  he  had 
4  done  nothing  that  could  be  quareled,  his  friends  lyfe  being  a  thing 
4  that  he  could  difpofe  of  without  being  bound  to  count  for  it  to 

4  any  oyn.  and  yn  ftayed  till  the  Earle  of  Mcrtune  who  was  Regent 

5  fent  a  gaurd  and  caried  him  away  to  the  caftell,  but  qn  he  found 
4  truely  the  danger  of  his  circumftance  and  yt  his  proud  rafh  action 
4  behooved  to  coft  him  his  lyfe,  he  was  then  free  to  redeem  that  at 

6  any  rate  and  made  ane  agreement  for  a  remiflione  with  the  regent 
4  at  the  pryce  of  the  barrony  of  Kilmalemnock  which  this  day  extends 
4  to  24  thoitfand  marks  rent  yeirly.  the  evening  after  the  agreement 
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*  was  made  and  writt,  being  merry  with*  his  friends  at  a  collations 
4  and  talking  anent  the  deirnefs  of  the  ranfome  the  regent  hade  made 
4  him  pay  for  his  lyfe,  he  waunted  that  hade  his  foot  once  looks  he 
4  would  faine  fee  q1  the  Earle  of  Mortune  durft  come  and  pofifefs 
e  his  lands :  qch  being  told  to  the  regent  that  night,  he  refolved  to 
6  play  fair  game  with  him,  and  therefore  though  qt  he  fpoke  was 
4  in  drink,  the  very  next  day  he  put  the  fentence  of  death  in  execu- 
4  tione  agfc  him  by  caufmg  his  head  to  be  ftruck  of  in  the  caftle 
4  and  y11  pofleft  his  eftate.9 

The  other  relation,  (bill  more  extraordinary,  is  given  in  the 
Appendix. 

Dine  at  Elgin  a  good  town,  with  many  of  the  houfes  built 

over  piazzas  :  excepting  its  great  cattle  fairs,  has  little  trade ;  but 

\ 

is  remarkable  for  its  ec  clef  aft  i  cal  antiquities.  The  cathedral  had 
been  a  magnificent  pile,  but  is  now  in  ruins.  Jonflon ,  in  his 
Encomia  Urbium ,  celebrates  the  beauty  of  Elgin ,  and  laments  the 
fate  of  this  noble  building  : 

Arcibus  heronm  nitidis  urbs  cingitur ,  intus 
Plebeii  radiant ,  nobiliumque  Lares : 

Omnia  dele tl ant ^  veteris  fed  rudera  templi 
Dam  fpeblas ,  lachrymis ,  Scotia  tinge  genas. 

The  Weft  door  is  very  elegant,  and  richly  ornamented.  The  choir 
very  beautiful!,  and  has  a  fine  and  light  gallery  running  round  it ; 

*  Celtic e  Belle  ville.  In  the  Appendix  is  a  full  and  accurate  account  not  only 
of  Elgin ,  but  of  feveral  parts  of  the  county  of  Murray ,  by  the  venerable  Mr.  Shaw, 
Minifter  of  Elgin ,  aged  ninety,  and  eminent  for  his  knowledge  of  the  antiquities  of 
his  country. 
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and  at  the  Taft  end  are  two  rows  of  narrow  windows  in  an  excellent 
gothic  tafte.  The  chapter-houfe  is  an  oftagon,  the  roof  fupported 
by  a  fine  fingle  column,  with  neat  carvings  of  coats  of  arms  round 
the  capital.  There  is  ftill  a  great  tower  on  each  fide  of  this  cathe¬ 
dral  ;  but  that  in  the  centre,  with  the  fpire  and  whole  roof,  are 
fallen  in,  and  form  moft  awefull  fragments,  mixed  with  the  battered 
monuments  of  Knights  and  Prelates.  Boethius  fays  that  Duncan , 
who  was  killed  by  Macbeth  at  Invernefs ,  lies  buried  here.  Num¬ 
bers  of  modern  tomb-ftones  alfo  crowd  the  place  •,  a  proof  how 
difficult  it  is  to  eradicate  the  opinion  of  local  fandity,  even  in  a  re¬ 
ligion  that  affe<5ts  to  defpife  it. 

The  cathedral  was  founded  by  Andrew  de  Moray  *  in  1224,  on  a 
piece  of  land  granted  by  Alexander  the  II.  :  and  his  remains  were 
depofited  in  the  choir  under  a  tomb  of  blue  marble  in  1244.  The 

great  tower  was  built  principally  by  John  Innes ,  Bifhop  of  this  fee, 
as  appears  by  the  infcription  cut  on  one  of  the  great  pillars  : 
Hie  jacet  in  Xto  Pater  et  Dominus ,  Dominus  Johannes  de  Innes 
hujus  ec  cleft  £  epifeopus — qui  hoc  notabile  opus  incepit  et  per  feptennium 
edifeavit  -f . 

About  a  mile  from  hence  is  the  caftle  of  Spinie ;  a  large  fquare 
tower,  and  a  vaft  quantity  of  other  ruined  buildings,  ftill  remain, 
which  fhews  its  antient  magnificence  whilft  the  refidence  of  the 
Bifhops  of  Murray :  the  lake  of  Spinie  almoft  waflies  the  walls ;  is 
about  five  miles  long,  and  half  a  mile  broad,  feated  in  a  flat  coun¬ 
try.  During  winter,  great  numbers  of  wild  fwans  migrate  hither  ; 

*  Keith's  Bijhops  of  Scotland.  8l. 
t  M.  S.  Hift.  of  the  Innes  family. 
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and  I  have  been  told,  that  feme  have  bred  here.  Boethius  *  fays 
they  refort  here  for  the  fake  of  a  certain  herb  called  after  their  name. 

Not  far  from  Elgin  is  a  ruined  chapel,  called  Maifon  dieu.  Near 
it  is  a  large  gravelly  cliff,  from  whence  is  a  beautiful  view  of  the 
town,  cathedral,  a  round  hill  with  the  remains  of  a  caftle,  and  be¬ 
neath  is  the  gentle  dream  of  the  Lojfie ,  the  Loxia  of  Ptolomy . 
Fluscairdin  Three  miles  fouth  is  the  Abbyof  Plufcairdin ,  in  a  mod  fequedred 
Abby‘  place;  a  beautifull  ruin,  the  arches  elegant,  the  pillars  ,well  turned,, 
and  the  capitals  rich,  -j- 

Crofs  the  LoJJie ,  ride  along  the  edge  of  a  vale,  which  has  a  drange 
mixture  of  good  corn  and  black  turberies  :  on  the  road-fide  is  a 
mill-done  quarry. 

Arrive  in  the  rich  plain  of  Murray ,  fertile  in  corn  ;  and  the  upper 
parts  of  the  country  produce  great  numbers  of  cattle.  The  view 
of  the  Firth  of  Murray ,  with  a  full  profpeCt  of  the  high  moun¬ 
tains  of  Rofsjhire  and.  Sutherland ,  and  the  magnificent  entrance  into 
the  bay  of  Cromartie  between  two  lofty  hills,  form  a  fine  piece  of 
feenery. 

Kinloss  Turn  about  half  a  mile  out  of  the  road  to  the  north,  to  fee  Kin - 

4  b  b  y 

lofsy  an  abby  of  Ciftercians ,  founded  by  David  I.  in  1150,  the  bury- 
ing-place  of  many  a  Scottijh  monarch.  The  Prior’s  chamber,  two 
femicircular  arches,  the  pillars,  the  couples  of  feveral  of  the  roofs,, 
afford  fpecimens  of  the  mod  beautifull  gothic  architecture  in  all  the 
elegance  of  fimplicity,  without  any  of  its  fantadic  ornaments.  Near 
the  abby  is  an  orchard  of  apple  and  pear  trees,  at  led  coeval  with 
the  lad  Monks ;  numbers  lie  prodrate ;  their  venerable  branches 

*  Scotorum  Regn'i  defer,  ix. 

f  As  I  was  informed,  for  I  did  not  fee  this  celebrated  abby. 

feem 


/ 


IN  SCOTLAND. 


149 


feem  to  have  taken  frefh  roots,  and  were  loaden  with  fruit,  beyond 
what  could  be  expeded  from  their  antique  look. 

Near  Forres ,  on  the  road-fide,  is  a  vaft  column,  three  feet  ten 
inches  broad,  and  one  foot  three  inches  thick  :  the  height  above 
ground  is  twenty-three  feet ;  below,  as  it  is  faid,  twelve  or  fifteen. 
On  one  fide  are  numbers  of  rude  figures  of  animals  and  armed  men, 
with  colors  flying :  fome  of  the  men  feemed  bound  like  captives. 
On  the  oppofite  fide  was  a  crofs,  included  in  a  circle,  and  raifed  a 
little  above  the  furface  of  the  done.  At  the  foot  of  the  crofs  are 
two  gigantic  figures,  and  on  one  of  the  fides  is  fome  elegant  fret¬ 
work. 

This  is  called  King  Sueno9 s  Hone  5  and  feems  to  be,  as  Mr.  Gordon* 
conjectures,  erected  by  the  Scots,  in  memory  of  the  final  retreat  of 
the  Danes :  it  is  evidently  not  Danijh ,  as  fome  have  afierted ;  the 
crofs  difproves  the  opinion,  for  that  nation  had  not  then  receiv¬ 
ed  the  light  of  chriftianity. 

On  a  moor  not  far  from  Forres ,  Boethius ,  and  Shakefpear  from 
him,  places  the  rencountre  of  Macbeth  and  the  three  wayward 

fillers  or  witches.  It  was  my  fortune  to  meet  with  but  one,  which 

* 

was  fomewhere  not  remote  from  the  ruins  of  Kyn-Eden :  fhe  was  of 
a  fpecies  far  more  dangerous  than  thefe,  but  neither  withered ,  nor 
wild  in  her  attire ,  .but  fo  fair. 

She  look’d  not  like  an  inhabitant  o’  th’  Earth  l 

Boethius  tells  his  ftory  admirably  well :  but  entirely  confines  it  to. 
the  predictions  of  the  three  fatal  fillers,  which  Shakefpear  has  fo 
finely  copied  in  the  IV th  feene  of  the  id  ad.  The  Poet,. in’  con?- 
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fortuity  to  the  belief  of  the  times,  calls  them  witches ;  in  fa they 
were  the  Fates ,  the  Valkyr'ue*  of  the  northern  nations,  Gunna^Rota^ 
and  Skulda ,  the  handmaids  of  Odin^  the  ardtic  Mars ,  and  ftyled  the 
Cbufers  of  the  Jlain ,  it  being  their  office  in  battle  to  mark  thofe  de¬ 
voted  to  death. 

We  the  reins  to  daughter  give*, 

Ours  to  kill,  and  ours  to  fpare  : 

Spite  of  danger  he  fhall  live, 

(Weave  the  crimfon  web  of  war).f 

Boethius ,  fenfible  of  part  of  their  bufinefs,  calls  them  Parc ee  :  and 
Shakefpear  introduces  them  juft  going  upon  their  employ, 

When  fhall  we  three  meet  again 
In  thunder,  lightning,  or  in  rain  ? 

When  the  hurly-burly’ s  done , 

When  the  battle’s  lojl  or  *won. 

But  all  the  fine  incantations  that  fucceed,  are  borrowed  from  the 
fancifull  Diahleries  of  old  times,  but  fublimed,  and  purged  from 
all  that  is  ridiculous  by  the  creative  genius  of  the  inimitable  Poet* 
of  whom  Dry  den  fo  juftly  fpeaks  : 

But  Shakespear’s  magic  cou’d  not  copied  be. 

Within  that  circle  none  durft  walk  but  he. 

i 

*  From  Walur}  dgnifying  the  daughter  in  battle,  and  Kyria  to  obtain  by 
choice  :  for  their  office,  befides  feleiting  out  thofe  that  were  to  die  in  battle,  was 
to  conduit  them  to  Valhalla ,  the  Paradife  of  the  brave,  the  Hall  of  Odin .  Their 
numbers  are  different,  fome  make  them  three,  others  twelve,  others  fourteen ;  are 
defcribed  as  being  very  beautifull,  covered  with  the  feathers  of  fwans,  and  armed 
.with  fpear  and  helmet.  Vide  Bartholinus  de  cauf.  contempt,  mortis .  553,  55 4,  & 
notce  vet.  Stephanii  in  Sax*  Gramnii  88.  Sc  Tor  feus.  p.  36^ 
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We  laugh  at  the  magic  of  others ;  but  Shakefpear* s  makes  us 
tremble.  The  windy  caps  *  of  King  Eric ,  and  the  vendible  knots 
of  wind  of  the  Finland  f  magicians  appear  infinitely  ridiculous^  but 
when  our  Poet  dreffes  up  the  fame  idea,  how  horrible  is  the  ftorm 
he  creates ! 

Though  you  untie  the  winds,  and  let  them  fight 
AgainfL  the  churches  ;  though  the  yelty  waves 
Confound  and  fwallow  navigation  up  ; 

Though  bladed  corn  be  lodged  and  trees  blown  down  • 

Though  caltles  topple  on  their  warder’s  heads  ; 

Though  palaces  and  pyramids  do  Hope 

Their  heads  to  their  foundations;  though  the  treafure 

Of  nature’s  genius  tumble  all  together. 

Even  till  deitru&ion  ficken,  anfwer  me 
To  what  I  afk. 

Lay  at  Forres ,  a  very  neat  town,  feated  under  fome  little  hills, 
which  are  prettily  divided.  In  the  great  ftreet  is  the  town  houfe 
with  a  handfome  cupolo,  and  at  the  end  is  an  arched  gateway, which 
has  a  good  effect.  On  a  hill  Weft  of  the  town  are  the  poor  remains 
of  the  caftle,  from  whence  is  a  fine  view  of  a  rich  country,  inter- 
fperfed  with  groves,  the  bay  of  Findorn ,  a  fine  bafon,  almoft  round, 

*  King  Eric  was  a  great  magician,  who  by  turning  his  cap,  caufed  the  wind  to 
blow  according:  to  his  mind. 

f  Solebant  aliquando  Finni ,  negotiatoribus  in  eorum  littoribus  contraria  ven- 
torum  tempefiate  impeditis,  ventum  venalem  exhibere,  mercedeque  oblata,  tres 
nodos  magicos  non  caffioticos  loro  conftriftos  eifdem  reddere,  eo  fervato  modera- 
mine  ut  ubi  primum  diJJ'ol'verint ,  ventos  haberent  placidos ;  ubi  alterum,  vehemen- 
tiores ;  at  ubi  tertium  laxaverint  ita  fievas  tempeilates  fe  palluros,  &c.  Olaus  Mag¬ 
nus  de  gent.  Sept.  97. 
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Inundation 
of  Sand-. 


Aug,  15, 


Tarnaway 

Castle. 


with  a  narrow  ftrait  into  it  from  the  fea,  and  a  melancholy  profpeft 
of  the  eftate  of  Cowhin ,  now  nearly  overwhelmed  with  fand.  This 
ftrange  inundation  is  ftill  in  motion,  but  moftly  in  the  time  of  a 
weft  wind  :  it  moves  along  the  furface  with  an  even  progreflion,  but 
is  flopped,  by  water,  after  which  it  forms  little  hills  :  its  motion  is 
fo  quick,  that  a  gentleman  allured  me  he  had  feen  an  apple-tree  fo 
covered  with  it,  in  one  feafon,  as  to  leave  only  a  few  of  the  green 
leaves  of  the  upper  branches  appearing  above  the  furface.  An  eftate 
of  about  3C0I.  per  ann.  has  been  thus  overwhelmed  ;  and  it  is  not 
long  fince  the  chimnies  of  the  principal  houfes  were  to  be  feen  :  it 
began  about  eighty  years  ago,  occasioned  by  the  cutting  down  the 
trees,  and  pulling  up  the  bent,  or  ftarwort,  which  gave  occalion  at 
laft  to  the  a£t  1 5th  G.  II.  to  prevent  its  farther  ravages,  by  prohibit¬ 
ing  the  deftru&ion  of  that  plant. 

A  little  N.  E.  of  the  Bay  of  Findorn ,  is  a  piece  of  land  pro¬ 
jecting  into  the  fea,  called  Brugh  or  Burgh .  It  appears  to  have  been 
the  landing  place  of  the  Banes  in  their  deftrudtive  defcents  on  the  rich 
plains  of  Murray  :  it  is  fortified  with  folfes ;  and  was  well  adapted 
to  fecure  either  their  landing  or  their  retreat. 

Crofs  the  Findorn ;  land  near  a  friable  rock  of  whitilh  ftone$ 
much  tinged  with  green,  an  indication  of  copper.  The  ftone  is 
burnt  for  lime.  From  an  adjacent  eminence  is  a  pi&urefque  view 
of  Forres .  About  three  miles  farther  is  Farnaway  Caftle,  the 
antient  feat  of  the  Earls  of  Murray .  The  hall,  called  Randolph's 
Hall,  from  its  founder  Earl  Randolph ,  one  of  the  great  fupporters 
of  Robert  Bruce,  is  timbered  at  top  like  IVeJlminfter  Hall :  its  di- 
menfions  are  79  feet  by  35,  10  inches,  and  feems  a  fit  refort  for 
Barons  and  their  vaffals.  In  the  rooms  are  fome  good  heads :  one 

of 
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t> f  a  youth,  with  a  ribband  of  fome  order  hanging  from  his  neck* 

Sir  William  Balfour ,  with  a  black  body  to  his  veil,  and  brown 
fleev-es,  a  gallant  commander  on  the  parlement’s  fide  in  the  civil 
wars  *,  celebrated  for  his  retreat  with  the  body  of  horfe  from  Left- 
wit  hi  el  in  face  of  the  King’s  army  :  but  juftly  branded  with  ingrati¬ 
tude  to  his  mailer,  who  by  his  favor  to  Sir  William  in  the  beginning 
of  his  reign,  added  to  the  popular  difcontents  then  arifing.  The 
Fair,  or  Bonny  Earl  of  Murray ,  as  he  is  commonly  called,  who  was 
murdered,  as  fuppofed,  on  account  of  a  jealoufy  James  VI.  enter¬ 
tained  of  a  pafion  the  Queen  had  for  him :  at  left:  fuch  was  the 
popular  opinion,  as  appears  from  the  old  ballad  on  the  occafion  : 

He  was  a  braw  Gallant, 

And  he  played  at  the  Gluve-,* 

And  the  bonny  Earl  of  Murray , 

Oh  !  he  was  the  Queene’s  Love, 

There  are  befides,  the  heads  of  his  lady  and  daughter ;  all  on  wood,  , 
except  that  of  the  Earl.  To  the  fouth-fide  of  the  caftle  are  large 
birch  woods,  abounding  with  Stags  and  Roes. 

Continued  my  journey  weft:  to  Auldearne.  Am  now  arrived  a-  Auldearne* 
gain  in  the  country  where  the  Erfe  fervice  is  performed.  Juft:  be¬ 
neath  the  church  is  the  place  where  Montrofe  obtained  a  fignal  vic¬ 
tory  over  the  Covenanters,  many  of  whofe  bodies  lie  in  the  church, 

*  For  Glaive?  an  old  word  for  a  fword. 

‘  Then  furth  he  drew  his  trufty  Glaive , 

Quhyle  thoufands  all  arround* 

Drawn  frae  their  Iheaths  glanft  in  the  fun, 

And  loud  the  Bougills  found,* 
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with  an  Infcription,  importing,  according  to  the  cant  of  the  time, 
that  they  died  fighting  for  their  religion  and  their  king.  I  was  told 
this  anecdote  of  that  hero :  That  he  always  carried  with  him  a  . 
CnefaP s  Commentaries,  on  whofe  margins  were  written,  in  Montrofe'% 
own  hand,  the  generous  fentiments  of  his  heart,  verfes  out  of  the 
Italian  Poets,  exprefting  contempt  of  every  thing  but  glory. 

Have  a  diftant  view  of  Nairn ,  a  fmall  town  near  the  fea,  on  a 
river  of  the  fame  name,  the  fuppofed  Luaefis  of  Ptolemy.  Ride 
through  a  rich  com  country,  mixed  with  deep  and  black  turberies, 
which  fhew  the  original  ftate  of  the  land,  before  the  recent  intro- 
dudtion  of  the  improved  method  of  agriculture.  Reach  Calder 
Cawdor.  Caftle,  or  Cawdor ,  as  Shakefpear  calls  it,  once  the  property  of  its 
Thanes.  The  antient  part  is  a  great  fquare  tower ;  but  there  is  a 
large  and  more  modern  building  annexed,  with  a  drawbridge. 

All  the  houfes  in  thefe  parts  are  caftles,  or  at  left  defenfible^ 

for,  till  the  year  1745,  the  Highlanders  made  their  inroads,  and 

*  _ 

drove  away  the  cattle  of  their  defencelefs  neighbors.  There  are 
faid  to  exift  fome  very  old  marriage  articles  of  the  daughter  of  a 
chieftain,  in  which  the  father  promifes  for  her  portion,  200  Scots 
marks,  and  the  half  of  a  Michaelmas  moon ,  i.  e.  half  the  plunder, 
when  the  nights  grew  dark  enough  to  make  their  excurftons.  There 
is  likewife  in  being  a  letter  from  Sir  Ewin  Cameron  to  a  chief  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  county  of  Murray ,  wherein  he  regrets  the  mif- 
chief  that  had  happened  between  their  people  (many  having  been 
killed  on  both  fides)  as  his  clan  had  no  intention  of  falling  on  the 
Grants  when  it  left  Loch  ah  er ,  hut  only  to  make  an  incurfion  into 
Murray-land  where  every  man  was  free  to  take  his  prey.  This 
Grange  notion  feems  to  have  arifen  from  the  county  having  been  for 

fa 
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fo  many  ages  a  Pidlijh  country,  and  after  that  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Danes ,  and  during  both  periods  in  a  (late  of  perpetual  war¬ 
fare  with  the  Scots  and  wedern  Highlanders,  who  (long  after  the 
change  of  circumdances)  leem  quite  to  have  forgot  that  it  was 
any  crime  to  rob  their  neighbors  of  Murray. 

Rode  into  the  woods  of  Colder ,  in  which  were  very  fine  birch 
trees  and  alders,  fome  oak,  great  broom,  and  juniper,  which  gave 
fhelter  to  the  Roes.  Deep  rocky  glens,  darkened  with  trees,  bound 
each  fide  of  the  wood  :  one  has  a  great  torrent  roaring  at  its  didant 

D  O 

bottom,  called  the  Brook  of  Acbneem :  it  well  merits  the  name  of 
Acheron ,  being  a  mod  fit  fcene  for  witches  to  celebrate  their  nodtur- 
nal  rites  in. 

Obferved  on  a  pillar  of  the  door  of  Calder  church,  a  joug^  i.  e.  an 

iron  yoke,  or  ring,  fadened  to  a  chain  ;  which  was,  in  former  times, 

put  round  the  necks  of  delinquents  againd  the  rules  of  the  church, 

who  were  left  there  expofed  to  fhame  during  the  time  of  divine  fervice^ 

and  was  alfoufed  as  a  punishment  for  defamation,  fmall  thefts,  &c. :  but 

thefe  penalties  are  now  happily  abolidied.  The  clergy  of  Scotland ,  the 

mod  decent  and  confident  in  their  conduct  of  any  fet  of  men  I  ever  met 

0 

with  of  their  order,  are  at  prefent  much  changed  from  the  furious, 
illiterate,  and  enthufiadic  teachers  of  the  old  times,  and  have  taken 
up  the  mild  method  of  perfuafion,  indead  of  the  cruel  difcipline  of 
corporal  punidiments.  Science  almod  univerfally  flourifhes  among 
them  ;  and  their  difcourfe  is  not  lefs  improving  than  the  table  they 
entertain  the  dranger  at  is  decent  and  hofpitable.  Few,  very  few 
of  them,  permit  the  bewitchery  of  diffipation  to  lay  hold  of  them, 
notwithdanding  they  allow  all  the  innocent  pleafures  of  others, 
which,  though  not  criminal  in  the  layman,  they  know,  mud  bring 
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the  taint  of  levity  on  the  churchman.  They  never  fink  their  cha¬ 
racters  by  midnight  brawls,  by  mixing  with  the  gaming  world, 
either  in  cards,  cocking,  or  horle-races,  but  preferve  with  a  narrow 
income,  a  dignity  too  often  loft  among  their  brethren  fouth  of  the 
Tweed* 

The 


*  T  h  e  APOLOG  Y- 


Friend. 


*  YOU,  you  in  fiery  purgat’ry  mult  flay, 

®  Till  gall  and  ink  and  dirt  of  fcribbling  day 
‘  In  purifying  flames  are  purg’d  away. 


T  R.AYELLER, 


c  O  trull  me  dear  D  #  *  *  I  ne’er  would  offend 
s  One  pious  divine,  one  virtuous  friend, 

4  From  nature  alone  are  my  chara&ers  drawn, 

*  From  little  Bob  Jerom  to  bifhops  in  lawn  ; 

s  O  trull  me  dear  Friend  I  never  did  think  on 
s  The  Holies  who  dwell  near  th’  O’erlooker  of  Lincoln a 
s  Not  a  prelate  or  priell  did  e’er  haunt  my  Humber, 
f  Who  inftrudtively  teach  betwixt  T -wee da  and  Humber  ; 
s  Nor  in  South,  Eaft,  or  Well  do  I  ftigmatife  any 

*  Who  flick  to  their  texts,  and  thofe  are  the  MANY. 

*  But  when  eroding  and  joining  come  queer  men  of  G-d, 

*  In  nifty  brown  coats  and  waiftcoats  of  plaid ; 

1  With  greafy  cropt  hair,  and  hats  cut  to  the  quick, 

4  Tight  white  leathern  breeches,  and  fmart  little  Hick ; 

*  Clear  of  all  that  is  facred  from  bowfprit  to  poop  fir ; 

*  Who  prophane  like  a  pagan,  and  fwear  like  a  trooper ; 

*  Who  fliine  in  the  cock-pit,  on  turf  and  in  liable, 

s  And  are  the  prime  bucks  and  arch  wags  of  each  table ; 

*  Who  if  they  e’er  deign  to  thump  drum  ecclefiaftic. 


*  Spout 
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The  Scotch  livings  are  from  40 1.  per  annum  to  150I.  per  annum  ;  Scotch 
a  decent  houfe  is  built  for  the  minifter  on  the  glebe,  and  about  frx  Livings 

acres  of  land  annexed.  The  church  allows  no  curate,  except  in 
cafe  of  ficknefs  or  age,  when  one,  under  the  title  of  helper,  is  ap¬ 
pointed  ;  or,  where  the  livings  are  very  extenfive,  a  mifilonary  or 
affiftant  is  allotted  ,  but  fine  cures,  or  fine-cured  preferments,  never 
difgrace  the  church  of  our  filler  kingdom.  The  widows  and  chil¬ 
dren  are  of  late  provided  for  out  of  a  fund  eftablifhed  by  two  a6ls^ 

17th  and  Z2d  G,  II  * 


4  Spout  new  fangled  dodlrine  enough  to  make  man  lick  5 
4  And  lay  down  a  gofpel,  but  not  from  their  Bibles, 

4  That  good-natur’d  vices  are  nothing  but  foibles ; 

4  And  vice  are  relining  till  vice  is  no  more, 

4  From  taking  a  bottle  to  taking  a  *  *  *  *  *. 

4  Then  if  in  thefe  days  fuch  apoftates  appear, 

4  (For  fuch  I  am  told  are  found  there  and  here) 

4  O  pardon  dear  Friend  a  well-meaning  zeal, 

4  Too  unguardedly  telling  the  fcandal  I  feel  : 

4  It  touches  not  you,  let  the  galled  jades  winch, 

4  Sound  in  morals  and  do&rine  you  never  will  flinch*. 

4  O  Friend  of  paft  youth,  let  me  think  of  the  fable 
4  Gft  told  with  chafte  mirth  at  your  innocent  table, 

4  When  inftrudlively  kind,  wifdom’s  rules  you  run  o’er* 

4  Reludlant  I  leave  you,  infatiate  for  more  ; 

4  So,  bleft  be  the  day  that  my  joys  will  reftore.* 


*  An  account  of  the  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland  was  communicated: 
to  me  by  the  Reverend  Mr,  Brcdie ,  the  late  worthy  minifter  of  Calder .  Vide’ 
Appendix* 
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Fort 

George. 


Aug.  16. 
Culloden. 


Crofs  the  Nairn ;  the  bridge  large,  but  the  ftream  inconfiderable, 
except  in  hoods.  On  the  Weft  is  Kilravoch  Caftle,  and  that  of 
Dalcrofs .  Keep  due  North,  along  the  military  road  from  Perth  \ 
pals  along  a  narrow  low  piece  of  land,  projedling  far  into  the  Firth % 
called  Arderfier ,  forming  a  ftrait  fcarce  a  mile  over,  between  this 
county  and  that  of  Cromartie  *.  At  the  end  of  this  point  is  Fort 
George ,  a  fmall  but  ftrong  and  regular  fortrefs,  built  fmce  1745,  as 
a  place  (Tarmes :  it  is  kept  in  excellent  order ;  but,  by  reafon  of  the 
happy  change  of  the  times,  feemed  almoft  deferted :  the  barracks 
are  very  handfome,  and  form  feveral  regular  and  good  ftreets. 

Lay  at  Camheltown ,  a  place  confiding  of  numbers  of  very  mean 
houfes,  owing  its  rife  and  fupport  to  the  neighboring  fort. 

Faffed  over  Culloden  Moor ,  the  place  that  North  Britain  owes  its 
prelent  profperity  to,  by  the  vidtory  of  April  16 ,  1746.  On  the 
fide  of  the  Moor  are  the  great  plantations  of  Culloden  Houfe,  the 
feat  of  the  late  Duncan  Forbes ,  a  warm  and  adtive  friend  to  the 
houfe  of  Hanover ,  who  fpent  great  fums  in  its  fervice,  and  by  his 
influence,  and  by  his  perfuafions,  diverted  numbers  from  joining 
in  rebellion  •,  at  length  he  met  with  a  cool  return,  for  his  attempt 
to  fheath,  after  vidtory,  the  unfatiated  fword.  But  let  a  veil  be 
flung  over  a  few  exceifes  confequential  of  a  day,  produdtive  of  fo 
much  benefit  to  the  united  kingdoms. 

The  young  adventurer  lodged  here  the  evening  preceding  the 
battle ;  diftradted  with  the  averfion  of  the  common  men  to  difci- 
pline,  and  the  diflenfions  among  his  officers,  even  when  they  were 
at  the  brink  of  deftrudtion,  he  feemed  incapable  of  adling,  could 

*  between  which  plies  a  ferry-boatj 

be 

0  '■ 


159 


I 


IN  SCOTLAND. 

be  fcarcely  perfuaded  to  mount  his  horfe,.  never  came  into  the  ac¬ 
tion,  as  might  have  been  expected  from  a  prince  who  had  his  laft 
flake  to  play,  but  fled  inglorioufly  to  the  old  traitor  Lovat  *,  who, 
I  was  told,  did  execrate  him  to  the  perfon  who  informed  him  that 
he  was  approaching  as  a  fugitive  j  forefeeing  his  own  ruin  as  the 
confequence  -f . 

The  Duke  of  Cumberland ,  when  he  found  that  the  barges  of  the 
fleet  attended  near  the  fhore  for  the  fafety  of  his  perfon,  in  cafe  of  a 
defeat,  immediately  ordered  them  away,  to  convince  his  men  of 
the  refolution  he  had  taken  of  either  conquering  or  perifhing  witli 
them. 


*  His  Lordihip  was  at  that  time  expecting  the  event  of  the  battle,  when  a  per¬ 
fon  came  in  and  informed  him,  that  he  faw  the  Prince  riding  full  fpeed,  and 
alone. 

Regard  to  impartiality  obliges  me  to  give  the  following  account,  very  re¬ 
cently  communicated  to  me,  relating  to  the  ftation  of  the  chief  on  this  important 
day  ;  and  that  by  an  eye-witnefs. 

The  Scotch  army  was  drawn  up  in  a  fingle  line;  behind,  at  about  500  paces 
diftance,  was  a  corps  de  referee ,  with  which  was  the  Adventurer,  a  place  of  feem- 
ing  fecurity,  from  whence  he  iflued  his  orders.  His  ufual  drefs  was  that  of  the 
Highlands,  but  this  day  he  appeared  in  a  brown  coat,,  with  a  loofe  great  coat  over 
it,  and  an  ordinary  hat,  fuch  as  countrymen  wear,  on  his  head.  Remote  as  this 
place  was  from  the  fpot  where  the  trifling  adlion  was,  a  fervant  of  his  was  killed  by 
an  accidental  fhot.  It  is  well  known  how  fiiort  the  conflict  was  :  and  the  moment  he 
faw  his  right  wing  give  way,  he  fled  with  the  utmoil  precipitation,  and  without  a. 
Angle  attendant. 


The 


A  T  O  U  R 


The  battle  was  fought  contrary  to  the  advice  of  fome  of  the  moft 
fenfible  men  in  the  rebel  army,  who  advifed  the  retiring  into  the 
faftneffes  beyond  the  Nefs ,  the  breaking  down  the  bridge  of  Inver - 
nefs,  and  defending  themfelves  amidft  the  mountains.  They  poli¬ 
tically  urged  that  England  was  engaged  in  bloody  wars  foreign  and 
domeftic,  that  it  could  at  that  time  ill  fpare  its  troops ;  and  that 
the  Government  might,  from  that  confideration,  be  induced  to  grant 
to  the  infurgents  their  lives  and  fortunes,  on  condition  they  laid 
down  their  arms.  They  were  fenfible  that  their  caufe  v/as  defperate, 
and  that  their  ally  was  faithlefs ;  yet  knew  it  might  be  long  before 
they  could  be  entirely  fubdued ;  therefore  drew  hopes  from  the  fad 
neceffity  of  our  affairs  at  that  feafon :  but  this  rational  plan  was  fu- 
perfeded  by  the  favorite  faction  in  the  army,  to  whofe  guidance  the 
unfortunate  adventurer  had  refigned  himfelf. 

After  defcending  from  the  Moor,  got  into  a  well- cultivated 
country  ^  and  after  riding  fome  time  under  low  but  pleafant  hills, 
not  far  from  the  fea,  reach 

Inverness.  Inverness,  finely  feated  on  a  plain,  between  the  Firth  of  the 
fame  name  and  the  river  Nefs :  the  firft,  from  the  narrow  ftrait  of 
Arderfier ,  inflantly  widens  into  a  fine  bay,  and  again  as  fuddenly 
contracts  oppofite  Inver  nefs,  at  the  ferry  of  Kejfock ,  the  pafs  into 
Rofsjhire.  The  town  is  large  and  well  built,  and  very  populous, 
being  the  lafl  of  any  note  in  North  Britain.  On  the  North  is  Oliver's 
Fort,  a  pentagon ;  but  only  the  form  remains  to  be  traced  by  the 
ditches  and  banks.  Near  it  is  a  very  confiderable  rope  manufacture. 
On  an  eminence  South  of  the  town  is  old  Fort  George ,  which  was 
taken  and  blown  up  by  the  Rebels :  it  had  been  no  more  than  a 
very  antient  caflle,  the  place  where  Boethius  fays  that  Duncan  was 

murdered ; 
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murdered  :  from  thence  is  a  moil  charming  view  of  the  Firth ,  the 
paflfage  of  Kejfock ,  the  river  Aft/},  the  {Iran  ge- Hi  aped  hill  of  Fonrnan 
heurich ,  and  various  groupes  of  diftant  mountains. 

That  fingnlar  T'omman  is  of  an  oblong  form,  broad  at  the  bafe* 
and  (loping  on  all  fides  towards  the  top ;  fo  that  it  looks  like  a  great 
ffiip  with  its  keel  upwards.  Its  licles  and  part  of  the  neighboring 
plains  are  planted,  fo  it  is  both  an  agreeable  walk  and  a  fine  objedL 
It  is  perfectly  detached  from  any  other  hill ;  and  if  it  was  not  for 
its  great  (ize,  might  pafs  *  for  a  work  of  art.  The  view  from  it  is 
fuch,  that  no  traveller  will  think  his  labor  loft,  after  gaining  the 
lummit. 

At  Invernefs ,  and  I  believe  at  other  towns  in  Scotland ,  is  an  offi¬ 
cer,  called  Dean  of  the  Guilds  who,  affifted  by  a  council,  fuper- 
intends  the  markets,  regulates  the  price  ft  of  provifions ;  and  if  any 
houfe  falls  down,  and  the  owner  lets  it  lie  in  ruins  for  three  years, 
the  Dean  can  abfolutely  difpofe  of  the  ground  to  the  beft  bidder. 

In  this  town  was  a  houfe  of  Dominicans ,  founded  in  1233  by 
Alexander  II. 

Crofs  the  Nefs  on  a  bridge  of  feven  arches,  above  which  the  tide 
flows  for  about  a  mile. 


*  Its  length  at  top  about  300  yards ;  I  neglected  meafuring  the  bale  or  the 
height,  which  are  both  confiderable ;  the  breadth  of  the  top  only  20  yards. 

4  Beef,  (22  ounces  to  the  pound)  2d.  to  ^.d.  Mutton,  2d.  to  3d.  Veal, 
3d.  to  5 d.  Pork,  2d.  to  3d.  Chickens,  3d.  to  4d.  a  couple.  Fowl,  4-d.  to 
6d.  apiece.  Goofe,  I2d.  to  I4d.  Ducks,  1  s.  a  Couple.  Eggs,  feven  a  penny. 
Salmon,  of  v/hich  there  are  feveral  great  filheries,  1  d.  and  1  d,  halfpenny  per 
pound . 

Y  Proceed 
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Castle 

Dunie. 


Forfeited 

Estates. 


Proceed  North;  have  a  fine  view  of  the  Firth,  which  now  widens 
again  from  Keffock  into  a  large  bay  forne  miles  in  length.  The  hills 
fiope  down  to  the  water-fide,  and  are  finely  cultivated  ;  but  the 
diftant  profpe£t  is  of  rugged  mountains  of  a  ftupendous  height,  as 
if  created  as  guards  to  the  reft  of  the  iftand  from  the  fury  of  the 
boifterous  North. 

Ride  clofe  to  the  water-edge  thro’  woods  of  alder ;  pafs  near  fe- 
veral  houles  of  the  Fraziers ,  and  reach 

Cafile  Dunie ,  the  fite  of  the  houfe  of  their  chieftain  Lord 

Lovat. 

The  old  houfe,  which  was  very  mean,  was  burnt  down  in  1746; 
but  a  neat  box,  the  refidence  of  the  hofpitable  fadtor,  is  built  in  its 
ftead  on  a  high  bank  well  wooded,  over  the  pretty  river  Bezvley ,  or 
Beaulieu.  The  country,  for  a  certain  circuit,  is  fertile,  well  culti¬ 
vated,  and  fmiling.  The  bulk  of  Lord  Lovat’ s  eftate  was  in  thefe 
parts;  the  reft,  to  the  amount  of  500I.  per  annum ,  in  Straitherick . 
He  was  a  potent  chieftain,  and  could  raife  about  1000  men :  but  I 
found  his  neighbors  fpoke  as  unfavorably  of  him,  as  his  enemies  did 
in  the  moft  diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom.  His  property  is  one  of 
the  annexed  eftates,  i.  e.  fettled  unalienably  on  the  crown,  as  all  the 
forfeited  fortunes  in  the  Highlands  are :  the  whole  value  of  which 
brought  in  at  that  time  about  6000 1.  per  annum ,  and  thofe  in  the 
Lowlands  about  the  fame  fum ;  fo  that  the  power  and  intereft  of  a 
poor  twelve  thoufand  per  annum ,  terrified  and  nearly  fub verted  the 
conftitution  of  thefe  powerfull  kingdoms. 

The  profits  of  thefe  eftates  are  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Truftees, 
who  apply  their  revenue  for  the  founding  of  fchools  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  children  in  fpinning;  wheels  are  given  away  to  poor  families, 

and 
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and  flax-feed  to  farmers.  Some  money  is  given  in  aid  of  the  roads, 
and  towards  building  bridges  over  the  torrents ;  by  which  means  a 
ready  intercourfe  is  made  to  parts  before  inacceflible  to  ftrangers  *. 
And  in  1753,  a  large  fum  was  lpent  on  an  Utopian  projeCt  of  efta- 
bliftiing  colonies  (on  the  forfeited  eflates)  of  difbanded  loldiers  and 
failors  :  comfortable  houfes  were  built  for  them,  land  and  money 
given,  and  fotne  lent  ♦,  but  the  fuccefs  by  no  means  anfwered  the 
intentions  of  the  projectors. 

Ford  the  Bewley ,  where  a  falmon  fifhery,  belonging  to  the  Lovat 
eftate,  rents  at  120I.  per  annum.  The  country  on  this  fide  the  river 
is  called  Leirnamonach  -f,  or  the  Monk’s  land,  having  formerly  been 
the  property  of  the  Abby  of  Bewley  \  and  the  oppofite  fide  bears 
the  name  of  Airds ,  or  the  Heights.  Pals  by  fome  excellent  farms, 
well  enclofed,  improved,  and  planted  :  the  land  produces  wheat, 
and  other  corn.  Much  cattle  are  bred  in  thefe  parts,  and  there  are 
feveral  linnen  manufactures. 

Ford  the  Conan  to  Caftle  Braan ,  the  feat  of  Lord  Fortrofe ;  a 
good  houfe,  pleafantly  fituated  on  the  fide  of  a  hill  •,  commands  a 
view  of  a  large  plain,  and  to  the  Weft:  a  wild  profpeCt  of  broken 
and  lofty  mountains. 

There  is  here  a  fine  full  length  of  Mary  Stuart ,  with  this  infcrip- 
tion  :  Maria  D.  G.  Scoti<e  piijfima  regina .  Francise  Dot  aria.  Anno 
Mtatis  Regni  38.  1580.  Her  drefs  is  black,  with  a  ruff,  cap. 


Aug.  17. 

Leirna¬ 

monach* 

Airds, 


Castle 

Braan. 


*  The  factors,  or  agents  of  thefe  eflates,  are  alfo  allowed  all  the  money  they 
expend  in  planting. 

f  Leir ,  or  Lether ,  land  that  lies  on  the  fide  of  a  river  or  branch  of  the  fea  ;  and 
Monach ,  a  monk, 

Y  2 
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handkerchief,  and  a  white  veil  down  *to  the  ground,  beads  and 
prayer-book,  and  a  crofs  hanging  from  her  neck ;  her  hair  dark 
brown,  her  face  handfome,  and  confidering  the  difference  of  years, 
fo  much  refembling  her  portrait  by  Zncchero ,  in  Chifwick  Houfe,  as 
to  leave  little  doubt  as  to  the  originality  of  the  laft. 

A  fmall  half  length  on  wood  of  Henry  Darnly ,  infcribed  Henricus 
Stuardus  Do  minus  Darnly  fEt.  IX.  M.D.LV.  dreffed  in  black, 
with  a  fword.  It  is  the  figure  of  a  pretty  boy. 

A  fine  portrait  of  Cardinal  Richlieu .  General  Monk ,  in  a  buff 
coat.  Head  of  Sir  George  Mackenzie .  The  Earl  of  Seaforth ,  call¬ 
ed,  from  his  fize,  Kenneth  More.  Frances  Countefs  of  Seaforth , 
daughter  of  William  Marquifs  of  Fowls ,  in  her  robes,  with  a  tawny 
moor  offering  her  a  coronet.  Roger  Palmer  Earl  of  Caftlemaine ; 
diflinguifhed  by  his  lady,  Barbara  Dutchefs  of  Cleveland  \  and  by 
his  fimple  embaffy  to  a  difcerning  Pope  from  that  bigotted  Prince 
James  II. 

Near  the  houfe  are  fome  very  fine  oaks  and  horfe-chefnuts :  in 
the  garden,  "Turkey  apricots,  orange  ne&arines,  and  a  fmall  foft 
peach,  ripe ,  other  peaches,  nectarines,  and  green  gages,  far  from 
ripe. 

Dingwall.  Pais  through  Dingwall ,  a  fmall  town,  the  capital  of  Rofsfhire , 
fituated  near  the  head  of  the  Firth  of  Cromartie :  the  Highlanders 
call  it  Inner -Fe or ain,  Feoran  being  the  name  of  the  river  that  runs 
near  it  into  the  Firth.  An  antient  crofs,  and  an  obelifk  over  the  bury- 
ing-place  of  the  Earls  of  Cromartie' s  family,  were  all  I  faw  remark¬ 
able  in  it.  In  the  year  1400  Dingwall  had  its  caflle,  fubjeCl  to 
Donald ,  Lord  of  the  Ifies;  and  Earl  of  Rofs :  after  that  regulus  was 
weakened  by  the  battle  of  Harlaw ,  his  territories  were  invaded ; 

and 
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and  this  caftle  reduced  to  the  power  of  the  crown  of  Scotland ,  by 
the  Duke  of  Albany. 

Ride  along  a  very  good  road  cut  on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  with  the 
country  very  well  cultivated  above  and  below,  with  feveral  fmall 
woods  interfperfed  near  the  water’s  edge.  There  is  a  fine  view  of 
almofl  the  whole  bay,  the  mo  ft  capacious  and  fee  u  re  of  any  in 
Great  Britain ;  its  whole  navy  might  lie  there  with  eafe,  and  fhips 
of  two  hundred  tuns  may  fail  up  above  two-thirds  of  its  length, 
which  extends  thirty  miles,  from  the  Sutters  *  of  Cromartie  to  a 
fmall  diftance  beyond  Dingwall:  the  entrance  is  narrow  ^  the  pro¬ 
jecting  hills  defend  this  fine  bay  from  all  winds  ,  fo  it  juftly  merits 
the  name  given  it  of  Portus  falutis. 

Foules,  the  feat  of  Sir  Henry  Monro ,  lies  about  a  mile  from  the 
Firth ,  near  vail  plantations  on  the  flats,  as  well  as  on  the  hills. 
Thofe  on  the  hills  are  fix  miles  in  length,  and  in  a  very  flourifhing 
ftate.  On  the  back  of  thefe  are  extenfive  vallies  full  of  oats, 
bounded  by  mountains,  which  here,  as  well  as  in  the  Highlands 
in  general,  run  from  Eafl  to  Weft.  Sir  Henry  holds  a  foreft  from 
the  crown  by  a  very  whimfical  tenure,  that  of  delivering  a  fnow- 
ball  on  any  day  of  the  year  that  it  is  demanded  5  and  he  leems  to 
be  in  no  danger  of  forfeiting  his  right  by  failure  of  the  quit-rent ; 
for  fnow  lies  in  form  of  a  glacier e  in  the  chafms  of  Benwewifh ,  a 
neighboring  mountain,  throughout  the  year.  - 

Continue  my  journey  along  the  low  country,  which  is  rich  and 
well  cultivated. 

*  Sutters ,  or  Shooters,  two  hills  that  form  its  entrance,  proje&ing  confiderabdy 
into  the  water. 

Pafs; 
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Pafs  near  Imiergordon  *,  a  handfome  houfe,  amidft  fine  planta¬ 
tions.  Near  it  is  the  narrowed:  part  of  the  Firth,  and  a  ferry  into 
the  fhire  of  Cromartie ,  now  a  country  almofc  defcitute  of  trees ;  yet, 
in  the  time  of  James  V.  was  covered  with  timber,  and  over-run 
with  wolves  j*. 

Near  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  between  the  Firths  of  Cromartie  and 
Ballina-  Dornoch ,  is  Ballinagouan ,  the  feat  of  a  Gentleman,  who  has  mod 

fuccefsfully  converted  his  fword  into  a  plough  fhare ;  who,  after  a 
feries  of  difintereded  fervices  to  his  country,  by  clearing  the  feas  of 
privateers,  the  mod  unprofitable  of  captures,  has  applied  himfelf  to 
arts  not  lefs  deferving  of  its  thanks.  Fie  is  the  bed  farmer  and  the 
greated  planter  in  the  country :  his  wheat  and  his  turneps  fhew  the 
one,  his  plantations  of  a  million  of  pines  each  year  the  other  J.  It 
was  with  great  fatisfabHon  that  I  obferved  charadlers  of  this  kind 


*  At  Culraen ,  three  miles  from  this  place,  is  found,  two  feet  beneath  the  fur- 
face,  a  ftratum  of  white  foapy  marie  filled  with  {hells,  and  is  much  ufed  as  a 
manure. 

f  Thefe  animals  have  been  long  extindl  in  North  Britain ,  notwithftanding 
M.  de  Buffon  afierts  the  contrary.  There  are  many  antient  laws  for  their  extirpa¬ 
tion  :  that  of  Janies  I.  partem.  7.  is  the  moll  remarkable:  “  The  Schireffs  & 
Barons  fuld  hunt  the  wolf  four  or  thrie  times  in  the  Zear,  betwixt  St .*Marks  day 
&  Lamhes ,  quhich  is  the  time  of  their  quhelpes,  &  all  tenents  fall  rife  with  them 
under  paine  of  anc  wadder.” 

X  Pine,  or  Scotch  fir  feed*  as  it  is  called,  fells  fr,om  four  to  fix  {hillings  per 
pound.  Rents  are  payed  here  in  kind  :  the  landlord  either  contrafts  to  fupply 
the  forts  with  the  produce  of  the  land,  or  fells  it  to  the  merchant,  who  comes  for 
it*  The  price  oflabo*  is  6d.  per  day  to  the  men,  3 d*  to  the  women. 
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very  frequent  in  North  Britain  ;  for  during  the  interval  of  peace, 
every  officer  of  any  patrimony  was  fond  of  retiring  to  it,  affumed 
the  farmer  without  flinging  off  the  gentleman,  enjoyed  rural  quiet; 
yet  ready  to  undergo  the  fatigues  of  war  the  moment  his  country 
clamed  his  lervices. 

About  two  miles  below  Ballinagouan  is  a  melancholy  inftance  of 
a  reverfe  of  condud:  the  ruins  of  New  Tarhat ,  once  the  magnifi¬ 
cent  feat  of  an  unhappy  nobleman,  who  plunged  into  a  mod  un- 
gratefull  rebellion,  dedru&ive  to  himfelf  and  family.  The  tenants, 
who  feem  to  inhabit  it  gratis ,  are  forced  to  ffielter  themfelves  from 
the  weather  in  the  very  lowed  apartments,  while  fwallows  make 
their  neds  in  the  bold  ducco  of  fome  of  the  upper. 

While  I  was  in  this  county,  I  heard  a  Angular  but  well-atteded 
relation  of  a  woman  difordered  in  her  health,  who  faded  for  a  fuper- 
natural  fpace  of  time;  but  the  length  of  the  narrative  obliges  me  to 
fling  it  into  the  Appendix. 

Ride  along  a  tedious  black  moor  to  Tain^  a  fmall  town  on  the 
Firth  of  Dornoch ;  didinguiffied  for  nothing  but  its  large  fquare 
tower,  decorated  with  five  fmall  fpires.  Here  was  alfo  a  collegiate 
church,  founded  in  1481  by  Thomas  Biffiop  of  Rofs.  Captain 
Richard  Franks ,  an  honed  Cavalier ,  who  during  the  ufurpation 

>  t 

made  an  angling  peregrination  from  the  banks  of  the  T rent  to  John 
a  Groat's  houfe,  calls  Tain  4  as  exemplary  as  any  place  for  judice, 

4  that  never  ufes  gibbet  or  halter  to  hang  a  man,  but  facks  all  their 
c  malefa6tors  fo  fwims  them  to  their  graves.’*  The  place  appeared 
very  gay  at  this  time  ;  for  all  the  gaudy  finery  of  a  little  fair  was 

*  Northern  Memoirs,  &c,  by  Richard  Franks ,  Philanthropies,  London ,  1694. 
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difplayed  in  the  fhew  of  hard  ware,  printed  linnens,  and  ribbands* 
Kept  along  the  fhore  for  about  two  miles,  through  an  open  corn 
country ;  and  eroding  the  great  ferry,  in  breadth  near  two  miles, 
thro5  a  rapid  tide,  and  in  a  bad  boat,  land  in  the  county  of  Suther¬ 
land,  Cattu  of  the  Highlanders  ;  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  reach  its 
capital 

Dornoch,  a  fmall  town,  half  in  ruins;  once  the  refidence  of  the 
Bifhops  of  Cathnefs ,  and,  like  Durham ,  the  feat  of  Ecclefiaftics : 
many  of  the  houfes  ftill  are  called  after  the  titles  of  thofe  that  inha¬ 
bited  them :  the  Rifhop  lodged  in  the  caftle :  the  Dean’s  houfe  is  at 
prefent  the  inn.  The  cathedral  was  in  form  of  a  crofs ;  built  by 
Gilbert  Moray ,  who  died  Bifhop  of  Cathnefs  in  1245:  it  is  now  a 
ruin,  except  part,  which  is  the  prefent  church.  *  On  the  doors  and 
window-fhutters  were  painted,  (as  is  common  in  many  parts  of 
North  Britain )  white  tapdole-like  figures  on  a  black  ground,  de¬ 
signed  to  exprefs  the  tears  of  the  country  for  the  lofs  of  any  perfon 
of  diftinftion.  Thefe  were  occafioned  by  the  affedting  end  of  that 
amiable  pair  the  young  Earl  and  Countefs  of  Sutherland ,  who  were 
lovely  in  their  lives,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not  divided,  for 
their  happinefs  was  interrupted  by  a  very  fhort  feparation ;  fane  ubi 
idem  et  maximus  et  honeftiffimus  amor  eft ,  aliquando  pr^ftat  morte fungi, 
quam  vita  diftrahi  -f*. 

Ride  on  a  plain  not  far  from  the  fea  ;  pafs  by  a  fmall  crofs,  call¬ 
ed  the  B'haneh,  erected  in  memory  of  the  battle  of  Embo  in  1259, 


#  Sir  Patrick  Murray  founded  here  in  127 1  a  convent  of  Mathurines. 

f  Where  a  mutual  and  moft  ardent  and  molt  virtuous  afl'edtion  reigns,  it  is 
fometimes  preferable  to  be  united  by  death,  than  torn  afunder  by  life. 
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between  William  Earl  of  Sutherland  and  the  Danes ,  who  were  over¬ 
thrown  and  their  General  flam  at  this  place ;  and  not  far  from 
thence  the  fpot  where  an  unhappy  creature  had  been  bump 
if  I  miftake  nop  i n  June  1727,  for  the  imaginary  crime  of  witch- 
craft  *. 

Crofs  a  very  narrow7  inlet  to  a  fmall  bay  at  Portheg ,  or  the  little 
ferry,  in  a  boat  as  dangerous  as  the  laft ;  for  horfes  can  neither  get 
in  or  out  without  great  rifque,  from  the  vaft  height  of  the  Tides 
and  their  want  of  Hips.  Keep  along  the  fhore,  pafs  by  the  fmaH 
village  of  Golfpie ,  and  reach 

*  This  is  the  laft  inftance  of  thefe  frantic  executions  in  the  North  of  Scotian 
as  that  in  the  South  was  at  Paijly  in  1697,  where,  among  others,  a  v/oman,  young 
and  handfome,  fuftered,  with  a  reply  to  her  enquiring  friends,  worthy  a  Roman 
matron  ;  being  alked  why  fhe  did  not  make  a  better  defence  on  her  tryal,  anfwer- 
cd,  My  perfecutors  have  dejlroyed  my  honor,  and  my  life  is  ?iot  novo  worth  the  pains  of 
defending .  The  laft  inftance  of  national  credulity  on  this  head  was  the  ltory  of  the 
witches  of  ThurJ'o ,  who  tormenting  for  a  long  time  an  honeft  fellow  under  the  ufu~ 
al  form  of  cats,  at  laft  provoked  him  fo,  that  one  night  he  put  them  to  flight  with 
his  broad  fword,  and  cut  off  the  leg  of  one  lefs  nimble  than  the  reft ;  on  his  taking 
it  up,  to  his  amazement  he  found  it  belonged  to  a  female  of  his  own  fpecies,  and 
next  morning  difeovered  the  owner,  an  old  hag,  with  only  the  companion  leg  to 
-this.  The  horrors  of  the  tale  were  conftderably  abated  in  the  place  I  heard  it,  by 
an  unlucky  enquiiy  made  by  one  in  company,  viz.  In  what  part  would  the  old 
woman  have  fufFered,  had  the  man  cut  off  the  cat’s  tail?  But  thefe  relations  of 
almoft  obfoiete  fuperftitions  muft  never  be  thought  a  refleftion  on  this  country,  as 
long  as  any  memory  remains  of  the  tragical  end  of  the  poor  people  at  Tring ,  who, 
within  a  few  miles  of  our  capital,  in  1751,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  belief  of  the  com¬ 
mon  people  in  witches;  or  of  that  ridiculous  impofture  in  the  capital  itfelf,  in  1762, 
of  the  Cock-Lane  ghoft,  which  found  credit  with  all  ranks  of  people. 
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Dunrobin  Caftle,  the  antient  feat  of  the  Earls  of  Sutherland 
founded  about  the  year  1100  by  Robert ,  or  Robin ,  fecond  Earl  of 
Sutherland  \  fituated  near  the  fea,  and,  as  the  word  Dun  imports, 
on  a  round  hill.  The  few  paintings  here  are,  an  Earl  of  Murray , 
an  old  man,  on  wood.  His  fon  and  two  daughters,  by  Co.  G.  1628, 
A  fine  full  length  of  Charles  I.  Angus  IVilliamfon,  a  hero  of  the 
dan  Chat  tan,  who  refcued  the  Sutherlands  in  the  time  of  diftrefs. 
A  very  fingular  pidlure  of  the  Duke  of  Alva  in  council,  with  a  car¬ 
dinal  by  his  fide,  who  puts  a  pair  of  bellows  blown  by  the  Devil 
into  his  ear :  the  Duke  has  a  chain  in  one  hand,  fixed  to  the  necks 
of  the  kneeling  Flemings ,  in  the  other  he  fhews  them  a  paper  of 
recantation  for  them  to  fign ;  behind  whom  are  the  reformed  Clergy. 
The  cardinal  is  the  noted  Anthony  Perrenot ,  cardinal  de  Grandville, 
fecretary  to  Margaret  of  Auftria ,  Dutchefs  Dowager  of  Savoy , 
Governefs  of  the  Netherlands ;  and  who  was  held  to  be  the  author, 
advancer  and  nourifher  *  of  the  troubles  of  thofe  countries ;  and 
who  on  his  recall  into  Spain  was  fuppofed  to  be  the  great  promoter 
of  the  cruelties  exercifed  afterwards  by  the  Duke  of  Aha,  the  fuc- 
ceflor  of  his  miltrefs. 

The  demefn  is  kept  in  excellent  order ;  and  I  faw  here  (lat.  58.) 
a  very  fine  field  of  wheat,  which  would  be  ripe  about  the  middle  of 
next  month. 

This  was  the  lad  wheat  which  had  been  fown  this  year  in  North 
Britain . 

Sutherland  is  a  country  abounding  in  cattle,  and  fends  out  annu¬ 
ally  2500  head,  which  fold  about  this  time  (lean)  from  2I.  10 s. 


*  Grimftan's  Hi  ft .  Netherlands.  344.  349, 
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to  3I.  per  head.  Thefe  are  very  frequently  without  horns,  and 
both  they  and  the  horfes  are  very  fmall.  Stags  abound  in  the  hills, 
there  being  reckoned  not  lefs  than  1600  on  the  Sutherland  eftate, 
which,  in  fad,  is  the  greateft  part  of  the  county.  Befides  thefe  are 
Roes,  Grous,  black  game  and  Ptarmigans  in  plenty,  and  during 
winter  multitudes  of  water-fowl  on  the  coaft. 

Not  far  from  Hunrobin  is  a  very  entire  piece  of  antiquity,  Pictish 

of  the  kind  known  in  Scotland  by  the  name  of  the  PiSliflo  Caftles,  Castles. 

and  called  here  Cairn  Lia\  or  a  grey  tower :  that  I  faw  was 
about  130  yards  in  circumference,  round,  and  raifed  fo  high 
above  the  ground  as  to  form  a  confiderable  mount :  on  the 
top  was  an  extenfive  but  fhallow  hollow  ;  within  were  three 
low  concentric  galleries,  at  fmall  diftances  from  each  other, 
covered  with  large  Hones  j  and  the  fide-walls  were  about  four 
or  five  feet  thick,  rudely  made.  There  are  generally  three 
of  thefe  places  near  each  other,  fo  that  each  may  be  feen 
from  any  one.  Buildings  of  this  kind  are  very  frequent  along 
this  coaft,  that  of  Cathnefs  and  of  Strathnavern.  Others  agreeing 
in  external  form  are  common  in  the  Hebrides ,  but  differ  in 
their  internal  conftrudion.  In  the  iflands  they  are  attributed 
to  the  Hanes  *  here,  to  the  Pibls.  Poffibiy  each  nation  might 
have  the  fame  mode  of  building  with  fome  variation,  for  I  am 

#  An  enquiry  is  at  this  time  making,  by  means  of  a  correfpondence  in 
Copenhagen ,  whether  any  fuch  edifices  exift  at  prefent  in  the  Danijh  dominions ; 
and  what  was  their  fuppofed  ufe.  The  refult  will  be  given  in  the  next  volume. 
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told  that  fome  are  to  be  feen  in  places  where  the  Danes  never 
penetrated.  They  were  probably  the  defencible  habitations  of 
the  times.  I  muft  withdraw  my  opinion  of  their  having  been 
the  fuffugia  hiemi  aut  receptacula  frugibus ,  like  thofe  of  the  antient 

Germans .  Such  are  not  uncommon  in  Scotland ,  but  of  a  form 
very  different  from  thefe. 

Aug.  19,  Kept  along  the  fhore  Northward.  About  a  mile  from  the  caftle 
are  fome  fmall  cliffs  of  free-ilone  j  in  one  is  Sraith-Leven  Cove,  an 
artificial  cave,  with  feats  and  feveral  fhallow  circular  hollows  cut 
within-fide,  once  the  retreat  of  a  devout  hermit.  -  At  fome  diftance. 
Coal.  and  near  the  fea?  are  fmall  ftrata  of  coal  three  feet  thick,  dipping  to 
the  Eaft,  and  found  at  the  depth  of  about  14  to  24  yards.  Some¬ 
times  it  takes  fire  on  the  bank,  which  has  given  it  fo  ill  a  name, 
that  people  are  very  fearfull  of  taking  it  aboard  their  fhips.  I  am 
furprized  that  they  will  not  run  the  rifque,  coniidering  the  miracu¬ 
lous  quality  it  pofTeffes  of  driving  away  rats  wherever  it  is  ufed. 
This  is  believed  by  the  good  people  of  Sutherland ,  who  allured  me 
ferioufly  of  its  virtues ;  and  they  farther  attributed  the  fame  to  the 
earth  and  very  heath  of  their  county.  They  add  too,  that  not  a  rat 
will  live  with  them,  notwithffanding  they  fwarm  in  the  adjacent 
ihires  of  Rofs  and  Cathnefs  *. 

In 

*  Some  years  ago  I  bought  of  the  Monks,  at  the  great  Benedittine  convent  at 
Augfburg ,  fome  papers  of  St.  Ulric’s  earth,  which  I  was  allured,  by  Lutheran  and 
Papiji ,  had  the  fame  rat-expelling  quality  with  that  above-mentioned ;  but  whe¬ 
ther  for  want  of  due  faith,  or  neglett  of  attending  to  the  forms  of  the  printed  pre- 
fcriptions  given  with  them,  (here  copied  at  full  length)  I  know  not,  but  the  auda¬ 
cious  , 
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In  AJfynt ,  a  part  of  this  county,  far  Weft  of  Bunrobin ,  are  large 
ftrata  of  a  beautiful!  white  marble,  equal,  as  I  was  told,  to  the 
Parian .  I  afterwards  faw  fome  of  the  fame  kind  found  at  Glen- 
avon  in  Badenoch. 

Crofs  the  water  of  Brora ,  which  runs  along  a  deep  chafrn,  over 
which  is  a  handfome  bridge  of  a  Angle  arch.  Near  is  a  cave,  where 
the  Salmon-Efhers  lie  during  the  feafon  :  the  roof  is  pierced  through 
to  the  furface,  which  ferves  for  a  natural  chimney.  They  take  an¬ 
nually  about  io  or  12  lafts  of  fifh.  In  a  bank  not  far  from  the 
bridge  are  found  abundance  of  Belemnit ee. 

The  country  is  very  fandy,  and  the  arable,  or  cultivated  part, 
very  narrow,  confined  on  the  Eaft  by  the  fea,  on  the  Weft  by  lofty 
black  mountains,  which  approach  nearer  and  nearer  to  the  water, 
till  at  length  they  projedt  into  it  at  the  great  promontory  the  Ord  of 
Cathnefs ,  the  boundary  between  that  county  and  Sutherland ;  after 
which  the  coaft  is  bold  and  rocky,  except  a  fmall  bay  or  two. 

Ford  the  very  dangerous  water  of  Hemfdale ,  rapid  and  full  of  He  ms  dale. 
great  ftones.  Very  large  Lampries  are  found  here,  fifti  detefted  by 
the  Highlanders.  Beneath  the  ftones  on  the  fea-fhore  are  abundance 

cious  animals  haunt  my  houfe  in  fpite  of  it : — Venerabiles  Reliqui ee  de  Terra  Se¬ 
pulchral!,  five  de  refoluta  deintus  came  S.  Udalrici  Confi.  id  Epifcopi  Auguftani ;  quce 
fii  honorific e  ad  infiar  all  arum  Reliqui  arum  haheantur ,  id  ad  Dei  laudem ,  Divique 
Prafulis  honor em ,  pium  quoddam  opus ,  v.  g.  Qratio ,  Jejunium,  Eleemofyna ,  & c. 
preefietur ,  mirum  eft,  qua  polleant  e file  acid,  ad  proferibendos  preefertim  }  domibus ,  id 
njicinia  Glires ,  qui  fubfifiere  minim e  valent ,  ubicunque  fi?niles  Reliquiae  cu?n  fiducid 
fiuerint  appenfee ,  vel  affervatce.  Idque  ex  fpeciali  prerogative! ,  qua  omnipotens  Deus 
infignia  tanti  Patroni  merita  perpetuo  miraculo  ft aiu.it  eondecorate . 
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Cathness, 
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of  fpotted  and  viviparous  Blennies,  Father  Lafhers,  and  Whifcle 
Fifh.  Mackrel  appear  here  in  this  month,  but  without  their  roes, 
I  thought  them  far  inferior  in  goodnefs  to  thofe  of  our  country. 
Much  Salmon  is  taken  here. 

The  grey  Water-wagtail  quits  this  country  in  winter;  with  us  it 
refides. 

Dined  at  the  little  village  of  Hetnfdale ;  near  which  are  the  ruins, 
of  a  fquare  tower. 

Paffed  through  a  rich  vale  full  of  good  barley  and  oats,  between 
the  hill  of  Hemfdale  and  the  Ord.  Afcend  that  vail  promontory  on 
a  good  road  winding  up  its  fteep  fides,  and  impending  in  many 
parts  over  the  fea,  infinitely  more  high  and  horrible  than  our 
Penmaen  Mawr .  Beneath  were  numbers  of  Seals  floating  on  the 
waves,  with  fea-fowl  fwimming  among  them  with  great  fecurity. 
Obferved  projecting  from  one  part  of  the  OrJ,  far  below,  a  fmall 
and  verdant  hill,  on  which,  tradition  fays,  was  fought  a  fingle 
combat  between  an  Earl  of  Catbnefs ,  and  a  fon  of  the  Earl  of 
Sutherland ,  while  their  two  armies  looked  on  from  above  :  the  firft 
was  killed  on  the  fpot,  the  lad;  died  of  his  wounds. 

Beneath  this  cape  are  immenfe  caves,  the  refort  of  Seals  *  and 
Sea-fowls :  the  fides  and  top  are  chiefly  covered  with  heath  and  mo- 
raffy  earth,  which  gives  it  a  black  and  melancholy  look.  Ride 
over  fome  boggy  and  dreary  moors.  Pafs  thro’  Aufdale ,  a  little 


*  During  fpring  great  quantities  of  Lump-flfh  refort  here,  and  are  the  prey  of 
the  Seals,  as  appears  from  the  numbers  of  their  {kins,  which  at  that  feafon  float 
afhore.  The  Seals,  at  certain  times,  feem  vifited  with  a  great  mortality ;  for  at 
thofe  times  multitudes  of  them  are  feen  dead  in  the  water. 
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Highland  village.  Defcend  into  a  deep  bottom  covered  with  al¬ 
ders,  willows,  birch  and  wicken  trees,  to  Langwall ,  the  feat  of  Mr. 

Sutherland ,  who  gave  me  a  very  hofpitable  reception.  The  country 
abounds  with  Stags  and  Roes,  and  all  forts  of  feathered  game, 
while  the  adjacent  river  brings  Salmon  almoft  up  to  his  door. 

I  enquired  here  after  the  Lavellan  *,  which,  from  defcription,  I  Lavellan. 
fufpedt  to  be  the  Water  Shrew-moufe.  The  country  people  have  a 
notion  that  it  is  noxious  to  cattle :  they  preferve  the  fkin,  and,  as  a 
cure  for  their  fick  beads,  give  them  the  water  in  which  it  has  been 
dipt.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  fame  animal  which  in  Sutherland  is  call¬ 
ed  the  Water  Mole. 

Proceed  on  my  journey.  Pafs  near  Berridale.  On  a  peninfula  Aug.  20. 
jutting  into  the  fea  is  the  ruin  of  the  cadle  •,  between  it  and  the 
land  is  a  deep  chafm,  where  there  had  been  a  draw-bridge.  On 
this  cadle  are  dationed,  in  the  Salmon  feafon,  perfons  who  are  to 
obferve  the  approach  of  the  ffh  to  the  frefh  waters. 

Near  Clathron  is  a  druidical  done  fet  an  end,  and  of  a  mod  du- 
pendous  fize. 

Saw  Dunheth-\ ,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Sinclair ,  fituated  on  a  narrow  Dunbeth. 
neck  of  land  \  on  one  fide  impending  over  the  fea,  on  the  other 
over  a  deep  chafm,  into  which  the  tide  Rows :  a  fmall  narrow  gar¬ 
den,  with  billows  beating  on  three  fides,  fills  the  red  of  the  land 
between  the  houfe  and  the  fea.  Numbers  of  old  cadles  in  this 
county  have  the  fame  tremendous  fituation.  On  the  Wed  fide  of 

*  Sibbald  Hift.  Scotland.  Br.  Zool.  illujl.  cii. 

f  This  caftle  was  taken  and  garrifoned  by  the  Marquifs  of  Montrofe  in  1650, 
immediately  preceding  his  final  defeat* 
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this  houfe  are  a  few  rows  of  tolerable  trees ;  the  only  trees  that  I 
faw  from  Berridale  to  the  extremity  of  Cathnefs  *.  On  the  right  in¬ 
land  are  the  fmali  remains  of  Knackennan  Cadle,  built  by  an  Earl  of 
Cathnefs,  From  thefe  parts  is  a  full  view  of  the  lofty  naked  moun¬ 
tain  of  Scarahen  and  Morven .  The  lad  Ptarmigans  in  Scotland  are 
on  the  fird  ^  the  lad  Roes  about  Langwall ,  there  being  neither  high 
hills  nor  woods  beyond.  All  the  county  on  this  fide,  from  Dunbeth 
to  the  extremity,  is  flat,  or  at  led  very  feldom  interrupted  with  hills, 
and  thofe  low ;  but  the  coads  rocky,  and  compofed  of  dupendous 
Cliffs.  ;• 

Refredied  our  horfes  at  a  little  inn  at  the  hamlet  of  Clythe ,  not 
far  from  the  headland,  called 'Clythenefs.  Reach  Fhrnmfter ,  a  feat 
of  Mr*  Sinclair's .  It  is  obfervable,  that  the  names  of  places  in 
this  county  often  terminate  in  ter  and  dale,  which  favors  of  Danifh 
origin. 

The  Sinclairs  are  very  numerous,  andpoflefs  confiderable  fortunes 
in  thefe  parts ;  but  Boethius  fays,  that  they,  the  Fraziers ,  Campbells , 
Bofwehy  and  many  others,  came  originally  from  France. 

Pafs  through  IVick^  a  fmali  burrough  town  with  fome  good 
houfes,  feated  on  a  river  within  reach  of  the  tide ;  and  at  a  didance 
lies  an  old  tower,  called  Lord  Oliphanf s  cadle.  In  this  town  lives 
a  weever  who  weeves  a  fhirt,  with  buttons  and  button  holes  entire 
without  any  feam,  or  the  led  ufe  of  the  needle :  but  it  is  to  be  fear¬ 
ed  that  he  will  fcarce  find  any  benefit  from  his  ingenuity,  as  he 


*  But  vafi:  quantity  of  fubterraneous  timber  in  all  the  moors.  Near  Dunbeth  is 
an  entire  Pifits  caftle,  with  the  hollow  in  the  top,  and  is  called  the  Bourg  of 
Dunbeth ■% 
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cannot  afford  his  labor  under  five  pounds  a  fhirt.  Somewhat  far¬ 
ther,  clofe  to  the  fea,  is  Achringal  tower,  the  feat  of  Sir  William 
. ‘Dunbar .  Ride  over  the  Links  of  Keith ,  on  the  fide  of  Sinclair  bay. 
Thefe  were  once  a  morafs,  now  covered  with  fand,  finely  turfed 
over  ;  fo  in  this  infiance  the  land  has  been  obliged  by  the  inftability 
of  the  fand.  The  old  caftle  of  Keifs  is  feated  on  a  rock,  with  a 
good  ho ufe  of  the  fame  name  near  it. 

Near  Frefwick  caftle  the  cliffs  are  very  lofty  *,  the  ftrata  that  com- 
pofe  them  lie  quite  horizontally  in  fuch  thin  and  regular  layers,  and 
fo  often  interfered  by  fiffures,  as  to  appear  like  mafonry.  Beneath 
are  great  infulated  columns,  called  here  Stacks ,  compofed  of  the 
fame  fort  of  natural  mafonry  as  the  cliffs  *,  many  of  them  are  hol¬ 
lowed  quite  thro’,  fo  as  to  form  moft  magnificent  arches,  which  the 
fea  rufhes  thro’  with  vaft  noife  and  irnpetuofity,  affording  a  moft 
auguft  piece  of  fcenery  to  fuch  who  are  fteady  enough  to  furvey  it 
from  the  narrow  and  almoft  impending  paths. 

Frefwick  caftle  is  feated  on  a  narrow  rock  projecting  into  the  fea, 
with  juft  room  enough  for  it  to  ftand  on  :  the  accefs  to  it  while  the 
draw-bridge  was  in  being,  was  over  a  deep  chafm  cut  thro9  the  little 
ifthmus  that  conne&ed  it  to  the  main  land.  Thefe  dreadfull  fitua- 
tions  are  ftrongly  exprelfive  of  the  jealous  and  wretched  condition 
of  the  tyrant  owners. 

After  riding  near  Frefwick  bay,  the  fecond  fandy  bay  in  the 
county,  pafs  over  a  very  bad  morafs,  and  after  a  few  miles  travel 
arrive  at  Dungfby  bay  *,  a  low  traCt,  confiding  of  oat-lands  and 
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*  John  a  Groat’s  hotife  is  now  known  only  by  name. 
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grazing  land :  the  ultima  Thule  of  Mr.  JVallace ,  whofe  defcription  it 
fully  anfwers  in  this  particular.  *  , 

Quam  juxt  a  infames  f copuli ,  et  petr  of  a  v  or  ago 
Afperat  undifonis  fax  a  pudenda  vadis  ** 

The  beach  is  a  collection  of  fragments  of  fhells ,  beneath  which 
are  vail  broken  rocks,  fome  funk,  others  apparent,  running  into  a 
fea  never  pacific.  The  contrary  tides  and  currents  form  here  a 
moil  tremendous  conteft  ;  yet,  by  the  ikilfulnefs  of  the  people,  are 
palled  with  great  fafety  in  the  narrow  little  boats  I  faw  lying  on  the 
fliore. 

The  points  of  this  bay  are  Dungfby  head  and  St.  John's  head* 
ftretching  out  into  the  fea  to  the  Eaft  and  Weft,  forming  a  pair  of 
horns ;  from  the  refemblance  to  which  it  ihould  feem  that  this 
country  was  antiently  ftyled  Cornana . 

From  hence  is  a  full  view  of  feveral  of  the  Orkney  iflands*  fuch 
as  Flota ,  Waes ,  Ronaldfa ,  Swanna ,  to  the  Weft  the  Skerries ,  and 
within  two  miles  of  land  Stroma ,  famous  for  its  natural  mummies* 
or  the  entire  and  uncorrupted  bodies  of  perfons  who  had  been  dead 
fixty  years.  I  was  informed  that  they  were  very  light,  had  a  flexi¬ 
bility  in  their  limbs,  and  were  of  a  dulky  color  -f* .  This  ifle  is 


*  Quoted  by  Mr.  Wallace  from  the  Iter  Balthicum  of  Conradus  Celtes , 


■f  In  the  Philofophical  TranfaSlions  abridged ,  viii.  70^ _  is  an  almoft  parallel  in- 
fiance  of  two  corpfes,  found  in  a  moor  in  Derby/hire ,  that  had  for  49  years  refilled 
putrefadlion,  and  were  in  much  the  fame  hate  as  thofe  in  Stroma .  In  vol.  xlvii. 
of  the  Ph .  Tr.  at  large,  is  an  account  of  a  body  found  entire  and  imputrid  at 
St  aver  ton  in  Devonshire,  80  years  after  its  interment. 
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fertile  in  corn,  is  inhabited  by  about  thirty  families,  who  know  nt)t 
the  ufe  of  a  plough,  but  dig  every  part  of  their  corn  land. 

Dine  at  the  good  miniiter’s  of  Cannejby.  On  my  return  faw  at  a 
diflance  the  Stacks  of  Dungjby ,  a  vaft  infulated  rock,  over-topping 
die  land,  and  appearing  like  a  great  tower. 

Pafied  near  the  feat  of  a  gentleman  not  long  deceafed ;  the  lad 
who  was  believed  to  be  po Helled  of  the  fecond fight.  Originally  he 
made  ufe  of  the  pretence,  in  order  to  render  himfelf  more  refpeCta- 
ble  with  his  clan  ^  but  at  length,  in  fpite  of  fine  abilities,  was  made 
a  dupe  to  his  own  artifices,  became  poffeffed  with  a  lerious  belief  of 
the  faculty,  and  for  a  confiderable  number  of  years  before  his  death 
was  made  truely  unhappy  by  this  ftrange  opinion,  which  originally 
arofe  from  the  following  accident.  A  boat  of  his  was  on  a  very 
tempeftuous  night  at  fea ;  his  mind,  filled  with  anxiety  at  the  dan¬ 
ger  his  people  were  in,  furnifhed  him  with  every  idea  of  the  mif- 
fortune  that  really  befell  them :  he  fuddenly  darting  up,  pronounced 
that  his  men  would  be  drowned,  for  that  he  had  feen  them  pafs 
before  him  with  wet  garments  and  dropping  locks.  The  event 
was  correfpondent,  and  he  from  that  time  grew  confirmed  in  the 
reality  of  fpeCtral  predictions. 

There  is  another  fort  of  divination,  called  Sleinamchd ,  or  reading 
the  fpeal-bone ,  or  the  blade-bone  of  a  fhoulder  of  mutton  well 
fcraped.  When  Lord  Loudon  was  obliged  to  retreat  before  the 
Rebels  to  the  ifie  of  Skte9  a  common  foldier,  on  the  very  moment 
the  battle  of  Culloden  was  decided,  proclamed  the  victory  at  that 
diftance,  pretending  to  have  difcovered  the  event  by  looking  through 
the  bone.  » 

I  heard 
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1  heard  of  one  inftance  of  fecond  fight,  or  rather  of  forefight, 
which  was  well  attefled,  and  made  much  noife  about  the  time 
the  prediction  was  fulfilled.  A  little  after  the  battle  of  Prefton 
Pansy  the  prefident,  Duncan  Fcrbcs ,  being  at  his  houfe  of  Culloden 
with  a  nobleman,  from  whom  I  had  the  relation,  fell  into  difcourfe 
on  the  probable  confequences  of  the  a£tion  :  after  a  long  conven¬ 
tion,  and  after  revolving  all  that  might  happen,  Mr.  Forbes ,  fud- 
denly  turning  to  a  window,  faid.  All  thefe  things  may  fall  out ;  but 
depend  on  it ,  all  thefe  difturbances  will  be  terminated  on  this  fpot . 

Returned  the  fame  road.  Saw  multitudes  of  Gannets ,  or  Soland 
Gcefe,  on  their  pafiage  Northward  :  they  went  in  fmall  flocks  from 
live  to  fifteen  in  each,  and  continued  palling  for  hours :  it  was  a 
llormy  day y  they  kept  low  and  near  the  fhore ;  but  never  palled 
over  the  land,  even  when  a  bay  intervened,  but  followed  (preferving 
an  equal  diftance  from  fhore)  the  form  of  the  bay,  and  then  regu¬ 
larly  doubled  the  Capes.  I  faw  many  parties  make  a  fort  of  halt 
for  the  fake  of  fifliing ;  they  feared  to  a  great  height,  then  darting 
down  headlong  into  the  fea,  made  the  water  foam  and  fpring  up 
with  the  violence  of  their  defcent ,  after  which  they  purfued  their 
route. 

Swans  refort  in  OElober  to  the  Lochs  of  Hemprigs  and  JVafter , 
and  continue  there  till  March .  Abundance  of  Land-rails  are  found 
throughout  the  county.  Multitudes  of  Sea-fowl  breed  in  the 
cliffs :  among  others,  the  Lyre  y  but  the  feafcn  being  paft,  I  neither 
faw  it,  nor  could  underhand  what  fpecies  it  was  A 

#  I  have  fince  learned  that  it  is  the  Shearwater  or  Manks  Petrel  of  the  Br .  ZooL 
IL433. 
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Went  along  a  fine  hard  fand  on  the  edge  of  Sinclair  bay.  On 
the  South  point,  near  Nofs-head ,  on  the  fame  rock,  are  Sinclair  and 
Gernigo  cadles  \  but,  as  if  the  joint  tenants,  like  beads  of  prey,  had 
been  in  fear  of  each  other,  there  was  between  them  a  draw-bridge  ; 
the  fird  too  had  an  iron  door,  which  dropped  from  above  through 
grooves  dill  vifible  :  this  was  inhabited  in  the  year  1603  by  a  Sin¬ 
clair  Earl  of  Cathnefs. 

Should  the  chapel  of  St.  J’ayre  near  this  cadle  exift,  I  overlooked 
that  fcene  of  cruelty  in  1478.  The  Keiths  and  the  clan  Gun  had  in 
th'at  year  a  feud ;  but  a  meeting  was  fixed  at  this  place  for  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  :  twelve  horfe  were  to  convene  on  each  fide.  The  Cruner , 
or  chief  of  the  clan  Gun ,  and  his  fons  and  neared  kinfmen,  arrived 
fird,  and  were  at  their  prayers  in  the  chapel ;  when  their  antagonids 
arrived  with  twelve  horfes,  but  with  two  men  on  each  horfe,  think¬ 
ing  that  to  bring  no  more  than  the  dipulated  number  of  horfes 
was  no  breach  of  agreement.  Thefe  attacked  the  people  in  the 
chapel,  and  put  them  all  to  death,  but  with  great  lofs  to  their  own 
party,  for  the  Cruner  and  his  friends  fold  their  lives  dear.  I  men¬ 
tion  this  tale  to  oppofe  the  manners  of  the  old  Cathnefans  to  thofe 
of  the  prefent  holpitable  and  worthy  race. 

Cathnefs  may  be  called  an  immenfe  morals,  mixed  with  foine 
fruitfull  fpots  of  oats  and  barley,  much  coarfe  grafs,  and  here  and 
there  home  fine,  almod  all  natural,  there  being  as  yet  very  little 
artificial.  At  this  time  was  the  hay  harved  both  here  and  about 
Dimrohin :  the  hay  on  this  rough  land  is  cut  with  very  fhort  fcythes, 
and  with  a  brifk  and  drong  droke.  The  country  produces  and  ex¬ 
ports  great  quantities  of  oatmeal ,  and  much  whifky  is  diddled  from 
the  barley :  the  great  thinnefs  of  inhabitants  throughout  Cathnefs 
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enables  them  to  fend  abroad  much  of  its  pfoduftions.  No  wheat 
had  been  raifed  this  year  in  the  county ;  and  I  was  informed  that 
this  grain  is  fowrn  here  in  the  Ip  ring,  by  reafon  of  the  wet  and  fury 
of  the  winters. 

The  county  is  fuppofed  to  fend  out,  in  fome  years,  2200  head  of 
cattle  *,  but  in  bad  feafons,  the  farmer  kills  and  falts  numbers  for 
fale.  Great  numbers  of  fvvine  are  reared  here :  they  are  fhort, 
high-backed,  long-briftled,  fharp,  flender  and  long-nofed;  have 
lono-  ere<ft  ears,  and  moffc  favage  looks,  and  are  feen  tethered  in 
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almoft  every  field.  The  reft  of  the  commodities  of  Cathncfs  are 
butter,  cheefe,  tallow,  hides,  the  oil  and  fkins  of  feals,  and  the 
feathers  of  geefe. 

Here  are  neither  barns  nor  granaries ;  the  com  is  thrafhed  out, 
and  preferved  in  the  chaff  in  bykes ,  which  are  ftacks  in  fhape  of 
bee-hives,  thatched  quite  round,  where  it  will  keep  good  for  two 
years. 

Much  Salmon  is  taken  at  Caftle-hill ,  Dunet ,  JVick,  and  Thurfo* 
The  miraculous  draught  at  the  laft  place  is  ftill  talked  of ;  not  lefs 
than  2500  being  taken  at  one  tide,  within  the  memory  of  man. 
At  a  fmall  diftance  from  Sinclair  caftle,  near  Staxigo  creek,  is  a 
fmall  Herring  fifhery,  the  only  one  on  the  coaft :  Cod  and  other 
white  fifh  abound  here  *,  but  the  want  of  ports  on  this  ftormy  coaft 
is  an  obftacle  to  the  eftablifhment  of  fifheries  on  this  fide  the  coun¬ 
try. 

In  the  month  of  November ,  numbers  of  Seals  *  are  taken  in  the 


*  Sometimes  a  large  fpecies  twelve  feet  long  has  been  killed  on  the  coaft ;  and  I 
have  been  informed  that  the  fame  kind  are  found  oil  the  rock  Hijkir >  one  of  the 
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yaft  caverns  that  open  into  the  Tea  and  run  fome  hundred  yards 
under  ground.  Their  entrance  is  narrow,  their  infide  lofty  and 
fpatious.  The  Seal- hunters  enter  thefe  in  fmall  boats  with  torches, 
which  they  light  as  foon  as  they  land,  and  then  with  loud  ftiouts 
alarm  the  animals,  which  they  kill  with  clubs  as  they  attempt  to 
pafs.  This  is  a  hazardous  employ ;  for  fhould  the  wind  blow  hard 
from  fea,  thefe  adventurers  are  inevitably  loft*. 

Much  lime-ftone  is  found  in  this  country,  which  when  burnt  is 
made  into  a  compoft  with  turf  and  fea  plants.  The  tender  fex  (I 
blnfli  for  the  Cathnefians )  are  the  only  animals  of  burden :  they 
turn  their  patient  backs  to  the  dunghills,  and  receive  in  their  keifes , 
or  bafkets,  as  much  as  their  lords  and  mailers  think  fit  to  fling  in 
with  their  pitchforks,  and  then  trudge  to  the  fields  in  droves  of 
fixty  or  feventy.  The  common  people  are  kept  here  in  great  fer- 
vitude,  and  moft  of  their  time  is  given  to  their  Lairds,  an  invinci¬ 
ble  impediment  to  the  profperity  of  the  county. 

Of  the  ten  parifties  in  Catbnefs ,  only  the  four  that  lie  S.  E.  fpeak 
Erfe }  all  the  others  fpeak  Englijh ,  and  that  in  greater  purity  than 
moft  part  of  North  Britain  -f-. 

Inoculation  is  much  prariifed  by  an  ingenious  phyfician 

*  For  a  fuller  account,  vide  Br,  ZooL  illujlr.  33. 

f  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader,  for  a  farther  hiilory  of  this  county,  and  of 
Strathnavern,  to  the  Appendix ;  where  is  inferted,  the  obliging  communication 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander  Pope ,  Miniller  of  Edracbilis,  the  molt  remote  N.  W. 
trad  of  North  Britain ,  which  completes  the  hiilory  of  this  diflant  part  of  cur 
ill  and  * 
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(Dr.  Mackenzie ,  of  Wick )  in  this  county,  and  alfo  the  Orkneys  % 
with  great  fuccefs,  without  any  previous  preparation.  The  fuccefs 
was  equally  great  at  Sanda ,  a  poor  ifle,  where  there  was  no  fort  of 
fuel  but  what  was  got  from  dried  cow-dung :  but  in  all  thefe  places, 
the  fmall-pox  is  very  fatal  in  the  natural  way.  Other  difeafes  in 
Catbnefs  are  colds,  coughs,  and  very  frequently  palfies. 

The  lad  private  war  in  Scotland  was  occafioned  by  a  difpute  re¬ 
lating  to  this  county.  The  prefent  Earl  of  Breadalbane' s  granfather 
married  an  heirefs  of  Catbnefs :  the  inhabitants  would  not  admit  hei* 
title  j  but  fet  up  another  perfon  in  oppofiition.  -  The  Earl,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  cuftorn  of  thofe  ill-governed  times,  was  to  afiert  his  right 
by  force  of  arms  :  he  raifed  an  army  of  fifteen  hundred  men  ;  but 
the  numbers,  like  thofe  under  the  conduct  of  Gideon ,  were  thought 
to  be  too  great:  his  Lordfhip  fxrfE  difmiffed  five  hundred;  after 
that,  another  five  hundred ;  and  with  the  remainder  marched  to  the 
borders  of  Catbnefs .  Here  he  thought  proper  to  add  ftratagem  to 
force.  Ele  knew  that  the  enemy’s  army  waited  for  him  on  the  o- 
ther  fide  of  the  Ord.  He  knew  alfo  that  in  thofe  days  wbijky  was 
the  Neblar  of  Catbnefs :  and  in  confequence  ordered  a  fhip  laden 
with  that  pretiotis  liquor  to  pafs  round,  and  wilfully  flrand  itfelf  on 
the  fhore.  The  directions  were  punctually  obeyed  ;  and  the  crew 
in  a  feeming  fright  efcaped  in  the  boats  to  the  invading  army. 
The  Catbneftans  made  a  prize  of  the  fhip,  and  indulging  themfelves 

too  freely  with  the  freight,  became  an  eafy  prey  to  the  Earl,  who 

*  At  this  time  a  perfon  was  employed  in  the  fame  bufinefs  in  the  Shetland 
iflands. 
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attacked  them  during  their  intoxication,  and  gained  the  country, 
which  he  difpofed  of  very  foon  after  his  conquefL 

I  came  here  too  late*  to  have  any  benefit  from  the  great  length  Long  days* 
of  days ;  but  from  June  to  the  middle  of  July,  there  is  fcarce  any 
night;  for  even  at  what  is  called  midnight  the  fmalleft  print,  may 
be  read,  fo  truely  did  Juvenal  ffyle  thefe  people, 

Minima  contentos  no  fie  Britannos. 


On  my  way  between  Dhrnmjler  and  Dunbeth ,  again  faw  numbers 
of  flocks  of  Garnets  keeping  due  North ;  and  the  weather  being 
very  calm,  they  flew  high.  It  has  not  been  obferved  that  they  ever 
return  this  way  in  the  fpring ;  but  feem  to  make  a  circuit  of  the 
ifland,  till  they  again  arrive  at  the  Bafs ,  their  only  breeding-place 
on  the  Eaftern  coaft. 

On  defcending  a  fteep  hill  is  a  romantic  view  of  the  two  bridges 
over  the  waters  of  Berridale  and  Langwall ,  and  their  wooded  glens ; 
and  of  the  caftle  of  Berridale  *f,  over  the  fea,  where  the  Salmon- 
fifhers  ftation  themfelves  to  obferve  the  approach  of  thofe  fifli  out 
of  the  ocean.  After  a  tedious  afcent  up  the  King’s  road  of  four 
miles,  gain  the  top  of  the  Ord ,  defcend,  and  lie  at  Hemfdale . 

Re-vifit  the  fame  places,  till  I  pafs  Dingwall  Crofs  the  Conan 
in  a  boat,  a  very  beautifull  river,  not  remote  from  Cajlle  Braan . 


Aug.  23, 
Gannets, 


Berridale* 


Aug.  240 
to  29* 


*  Befides  the  miffing  fo  fmgular  a  phenomenon,  I  found  that  the  bad  Weather* 
which  begins  earlier  in  the  North,  was  fetting  in  :  I  would  therefore  recommend 
to  any  traveller,  who  means  to  take  this  aidant  tour,  to  fet  out  from  Edinburgh 
•a  month  fooner  than  I  did. 

f  A  little  up  the  land  is  the  ruin  of  Jch  cajlle. 
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Was  in  this  neighborhood  informed  of  other  Angular  cuftoms  of 
the  Highlanders. 

On  New-year’s  day  they  burn  juniper  before  their  cattle* 
and  on  the  firft  Monday  in  every  quarter  fprinkle  them  with 
urine. 

In  fome  parts  of  the  country  is  a  rural  facrifke,  different  from 
that  before-mentioned.  A  crofs  is  cut  on  fome  flicks,  which  is 
dipped  in  pottage,  and  the  Ehurfday  before  Eafter  one  of  each 
placed  over  the  fheep-cot,  the  liable,  or  the  cow-houfe.  On  the 
ifl  of  May  they  are  carried  to  the  hill  where  the  rites  are  celebrated, 
all  decked  with  wild  flowers,  and  after  the  feaft  is  over,  re-placed 
over  the  fpots  they  were  taken  from ;  and  this  was  originally  flyled 
Clou-dn-BeUein  *,  or  the  fplit  branch  of  the  fire  of  the  rock.  Thefe 
follies  are  now  feldom  pradlifed,  and  that  with  the  utmofl  fecrecy 
for  the  Clergy  are  indefatigable  in  difcouraging  every  fpecies  of 
fuperflition. 

In  certain  places,  the  death  of  people  is  fuppofed  to  be  foretold 
by  the  cries  and  fhrieks  of  Benjhi ,  or  the  Fairies  wife,  uttered  along 
the  very  path  where  the  funeral  is  to  pafs ;  and  what  in  Wales 
are  called  corps  candles ,  are  often  imagined  to  appear,  and  foretell 
mortality. 

The  courtfhip  of  the  Highlander  has  thefe  remarkable  circum- 
fiances  attending  it :  after  privately  obtaining  the  confent  of  the 
Fair,  he  formally  demands  her  of  the  father.  The  Lover  and  his 
Friends  affemble  on  a  hill  allotted  for  that  purpofe  in  every  parifh, 
and  one  of  them  is  dispatched  to  obtain  permiffion  to  wait  on  the 

*  MdPherfcrds  introduction ,  &c.  1 66. 
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daughter :  if  he  is  fuccefsfull,  he  is  again  fent  to  invite  the  father 
and  his  friends  to  afcend  the  hill  and  partake  of  a  whifky  calk, 
which  is  never  forgot :  the  Lover  advances,  takes  his  future  Father- 
in-law  by  the  hand,  and  then  plights  his  troth,  and  the  Fair-one  is 
furrendered  up  to  him.  During  the  marriage  ceremony,  great  care 
is  taken  that  dogs  do  not  pafs  between  them,  and  particular  atten¬ 
tion  is  paid  to  the  leaving  the  Bridegroom’s  left-fhoe  without  buckle 
or  latchet,  to  prevent  witches  *  from  depriving  him,  on  the  nuptial 
night,  of  the  power  of  loofening  the  virgin  zone.  As  a  ted,  not 
many  years  ago  a  fingular  cuftom  prevaled  in  the  flfejlern  High¬ 
lands  the  morning  after  a  wedding  :  a  bafket  was  fattened  with  a 
cord  round  the  neck  of  the  Bridegroom  by  the  female  part  of  the 
company,  who  immediately  filled  it  with  ftones,  till  the  poor  man 
was  in  great  danger  of  being  ftrangled,  if  his  Bride  did  not  take 
companion  on  him,  and  cut  the  cord  with  a  knife  given  her  to  ufe 
at  diicretion.  But  fuch  was  the  tendernefs  of  the  Caledonian  fpoufes, 
that  never  was  an  inftance  of  their  negle&ing  an  immediate  relief  of 
their  good  man. 

Pafs  near  the  abby-f  of  Beaulieu ,  a  large  ruin:  crofs  the  ferry, 
and  again  reach  Invernefs . 

Made  an  excurfion  ten  miles  South  of  Invernefs  to  Moy-hall^  Aug.  30, 
pleafantly  feated  at  the  end  of  a  fmall  but  beautifull  lake  of  the  Moy-hall, 

*  An  old  opinion.  Gefner  fays  that  the  witches  made  ufe  of  toads  as  a 
charm,  JJt  vim  coeundi ,  ni  fallor ,  in  viris  tollerent.  Gefner  de  quad,  ovi* 
p.  72. 

f  Founded  about  1219,  by  Lord  Patrick  Bijfett ,  for  the  monks  of  ValVom - 
Iro/a . 
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fame  name,  full  of  Trout,  and  Char ,  called  in  the  Erfe,  Tarr- 
dheargnaich ,  and  in  the  Scotch ,  Red  Weems.  This  water  is  about 
two  miles  and  a  half  long,  and  half  a  mile  broad,  adorned  with 
two  or  three  ifles  prettily  wooded.  Each  fide  is  bounded  by  hills 
cloathed  at  the  bottom  with  trees  ;  and  in  front,  at  the  diftance 
of  thirty  miles,  is  the  great  mountain  of  Karn-gorm ,  patched  with 
fnow. 

This  place  is  called  Starjhnach-nan-ga?  el,  or  the  threshold  of  the 
Highlands,  being  a  very  natural  and  ftrongly  marked  entrance 
from  the  North.  This  is  the  feat  of  the  Clan  Chat  tan,  or  the 
MAntoJhes,  once  a  powerfull  people:  in  the  year  1715,  fifteen  hun¬ 
dred  took  the  field;  but  in  1745,  fcarce  half  that  number:  like 
another  Abfalom,  their  fair  miftrefs  was  in  that  year  fuppofed  to 
have  flolen  their  hearts  from  her  Laird  their  chieftain  :  but  the  fe- 
vereft  loyalift  muff  admit  fome  extenuation  of  their  error,  in  yield¬ 
ing  to  the  inftnuations  of  fo  charming  a  feducer. 

Here  is  preferved  the  fword  of  James  V.  given  by  that  monarch 
to  the  captain  of  Clan  Chattan,  with  the  privilege  of  holding  the 
King’s  fword  at  all  coronations :  on  the  blade  is  the  word  JESUS. 
That  of  the  gallant  Vifcount  Dundee  is  alfo  kept  here.  This  antient 
family  was  as  refpedtable  as  it  was  powerful! ,  and  that  from  very 
old  times.  Of  this  the  following  relation  is  fufftcient  evidence* 
In  1341  a  Monro  of  Foulis  *  having  met  with  fome  affront  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Straihardule,  between  Perth  and  Athol,  determined 
on  revenge,  colle<5ted  his  clan,  marched,  made  his  inroad,  and  re¬ 
turned  with  a  large  booty  of  cattle.  As  he  paffed  by  Moy-hall, 


*  Conflicts  of  the  Clans,  p.  7. 
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this  threfhold  of  the  Highlands,  the  Mac-Intojh  of  the  time  fent  to 
demand  a  part  of  the  booty,  challenging  the  fame  as  his  due  by  an- 
tient  cuftGm :  Monro  acquiefced  in  the  demand,  and  offered  a  rea- 
fonable  fhare  •,  but  not  lefs  than  half  would  content  the  chieftain  of 
Clan  Chattan  :  this  was  refufed  *,  a  battle  enfued  near  Kejfock  •,  Mac- 
Intojh  was  killed  ^  Monro  loft  his  hand,  but  from  that  accident  ac-  * 
quired  the  name  of  Back-Lawighe ;  and  thus  ended  the  conflict  of 
Clagh-ne-herey . 

Boethius  relates,  that  in  his  time  Invernefs  was  greatly  frequented 
by  merchants  from  Germany ,  who  purchafed  here  the  furs  of  feveral 
forts  of  wild  beafts*;  and  that  wild  horfes  were  found  in  great 
abundance  in  its  neighborhood :  that  the  country  yielded  a  great 
deal  of  wheat  and  other  corn,  and  quantities  of  nuts  and  apples. 

At  prefent  there  is  a  trade  in  the  fkins  of  Deer,  Roes,  and  other 
beafts,  which  the  Highlanders  bring  down  to  the  fairs.  There 
happened  to  be  one  at  this  time  :  the  commodities  were  fkins,  vari¬ 
ous  neceffaries  brought  in  by  the  Pedlars,  coarfe  country  cloths, 
cheefe,  butter  and  meal ;  the  laft  in  goat-fkin  bags ;  the  butter 
lapped  in  cawls,  or  leaves  of  the  broad  alga  or  tang ;  and  great 
quantities  of  birch  wood  and  hazel  cut  into  lengths  for  carts,  &c. 
which  had  been  floated  down  the  river  from  Loch-Nefs . 

*  Ad  NefTae  lacus  longi  quatuor  et  viginti  paffuum  millia ,  laii  duodeci?n  later  a? 
propter  in  genii  a  nemora  ferarum  ingens  copia  eft  cervorumy  equorum  indosnitorum 3„. 
capreolorum  et  ejufmodi  animantium  magna  vis  :  ad  hrec  martirill Fouhuey  ut  vulgo 
vocanfury  vulpes,  mufiella,  Fihriy  Lutraque  incomparabili  numero  quorum  tergora 
extern  gent es  ad  luxum  immenfo  pretio  csemunt .  Scot.  Regni  Defer,  ix.  Hift.  Scot.,, 
xxx.. 
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The  fair  was  a  Very  agreeable  circumftance,  and  afforded  a  mod 
lingular  groupe  of  Highlanders  in  all  their  motly  dreffes.  Their 
hrechcan ,  or  plaid,  confifts  of  twelve  or  thirteen  yards  of  a  narrow 
fluff,  wrapt  round  the  middle,  and  reaches  to  the  knees :  is  often 
faftened  round  the  middle  with  a  belt,  and  is  then  called  brechcdn - 
feill \  but  in  cold  weather,  is  large  enough  to  wrap  round  the  w?hole 
body  from  head  to  feet ;  and  this  often  is  their  only  cover,  not  only 
within  doors,  but  on  the  open  hills  during  the  whole  night.  It  is 
frequently  faftened  on  the  fiioulders  with  a  pin  often  of  filver,  and 
before  with  a  brotche  (like  the  fibula  of  the  Romans)  which  is  fome- 
times  of  filver,  and  both  large  and  extenfive  j  the  old  ones  have 
very  frequently  mottos. 

The  ftockings  are  fhort,  and  are  tied  below  the  knee.  The 
mar  an  is  a  fort  of  laced  fhoe  made  of  a  fkin  with  the  hairy  fide  out, 
but  now  feldom  worn.  The  trttis  were  worn  by  the  gentry,  and 
were  breeches  and  (lockings  made  of  one  piece. 

The  color  of  their  drefs  was  various,  as  the  word  breaccan  im¬ 
plies,  being  dyed  with  flripes  of  the  moll  vivid  hues :  but  they 
fometimes  affetfted  the  duller  colors,  fuch  as  imitated  thofe  of  the 
Heath  in  which  they  often  repofed ;  probably  from  a  principle  of 
fecurity  in  time  of  war,  as  one  of  the  Scotch  Poets  feems  to  in- 
fin  u  ate. 

Virgata  gaudent  varii  quae  eft  vefle  colons, 

Purpureum  et  deamant  fere  caeruleumque  colorem  % 

Verum  nunc  plures  fufcum  magis,  semula  frondi 
Quaeque  erecina  adamant,  ut  ne  lux  florid  a  veftis 
Splendentis  prodat  recubantes  inque  ericetis. 

Andrew  Melvini  fiop  ogr »  Scotia . 

The 
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The  feil-beg ,  i.  e.  little  plaid,  alfo  called  kelt ,  is  a  fort  of  fliorfr 
petticoat  reaching  only  to  the  knees,  and  is  a  modern  fubftitute  for 
the  lower  part  of  the  plaid,  being  found  to  be  lefs  cumberfome, 
efpecially  in  time  of  a&ion,  when  the  Highlanders  ufed  to  tuck 
their  brechcan  into  their  girdle.  Almoft  all  have  a  great  pouch  of 
badger  and  other  fkins,  with  tafifels  dangling  before.  In  this  they 
keep  their  tobacco  and  money. 

Their  antient  arms  were  the  Lochaber  ax,  now  ufed  by  none  but 
the  town- guard  of  Edinburgh ;  a  tremendous  weapon,  better  to  be 
exprefled  by  a  figure  than  words  *. 

The  broad-fword  and  target;  with  the  laft  they  covered  them- 
felves,  with  the  firft  reached  their  enemy  at  a  great  diftance.  Thefe 
were  their  antient  weapons,  as  appears  by  -f  Tacitus ;  but  fince  the 
difarming  a£i,  are  fcarcely  to  be  met  with  ;  partly  owing  to  that,, 
partly  to  the  fpirit  of  induftry  now  rifing  among  them,  the  High¬ 
landers  in  a  few  years  will  fcarce  know  the  ufe  of  any  weapon. 

Bows  and  arrows  were  ufed  in  war  as  late  as  the  middle  of  the 
laft  century,  as  I  find  in  a  manufcript  life  of  Sir  Ewen  Cameron . 

The  dirk  was  a  fort  of  dagger  ftuck  in  the  belt.  I  frequently 
faw  this  weapon  in  the  fhambles  of  Invernefs ,  converted  into  a 
butcher’s  knife,  being,  like  Hudibras’s  dagger, 

A  ferviceable  dudgeon. 

Either  for  fighting  or  for  drudging. 

#  Vide  tab.  xii.  ill  and  2d  ed. 

f  Simul  conjlantia ,  Jimul  arte  Britan nl  ingentibus  gladiis  ei  brenjibus-  cetrisr  mijjilia 
nojirorum.  ^  it  are  njel  excutere .  Vita  Agricola;,.  0,-36,. 
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The  dirk  was  a  weapon  ufed  by  the  antient  Caledonians ,  for  Dio 
Coffins ,  in  his  account  of  the  expedition  of  Severusy  mentions  it  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  E vxzfihov  *5  Pugio  or  little  Dagger. 

The  Mattucaffilajh ,  or  arm-pit  dagger,  was  worn  there  ready  to 
be  ufed  on  coming  to  clofe  quarters.  Thefe,  with  a  piftol  ftuck  in 
the  girdle,  completely  armed  the  Highlander  -f. 

Fiery-cross.  It  will  be  fit  to  mention  here  the  method  the  Chieftains  took 

formerly  to  afiemble  the  clans  for  any  military  expedition.  In  every 
clan  there  is  a  known  place  of  rendezvous,  flyled  Cam  a  whin ,  to 
which  they  mu  ft  refort  on  this  fignal.  A  perfon  is  fent  out  full 
fpeed  with  a  pole  burnt  at  one  end  and  bloody  at  the  other,  and 
with  a  crofs  at  the  top,  which  is  called  Crojh-tarie ,  the  crofs  of 
fhame  J,  or  the  fiery  crofs  \  the  firft  from  the  difgrace  they  would 

*  Xiphil.  epit.  Dionis. 

f  Major ,  who  wrote  about  the  year  1518,  thus  defcribes  their  arms :  Arcum  et 
fagittas j  latiffimum  enfiem  cum  par-vo  halberto ,  pugionem  grojjum  ex  folo  uno  latere 
fcindentem>  fed  acutifjimum  fub  zona  femper  ferunt .  Tempore  belli  loricam  ex  loris 
ferrets  per  totum  corpus  induunt.  Lib.  I.  c.  viii. 

J  This  cuftom  was  common  to  the  Northern  parts  of  Europe  with  fome  flight 
variation,  as  appears  from  Olaus  Magnus ,  p.  146,  who  defcribes  it  thus  :  Bacculus 
iripalmaris ,  agnions  j  uveitis  curfu  precipiti ,  ad  ilium  vel  ilium  pagum  feu  as illam  hu - 
jufinodi  edidio  defer endus  committitur,  ut  3,  4.  vel  8  die  unus ,  duo  vel  tres ,  aut  viritim 
omnes  <vel finguli  ab  a?ino  trilufiri,  cum  armis  et  expenfis  10  as  el  20  dierum  fub  pcena 
c  ombuft  ionis  domorum  ( quo  ufio  baculo)  as  el  fufpen fonts  Patroni,  aut  omnium  ( qiue 
fune  allegato  fignatur )  in  tali  rip  a,  evel  campo>  aut  valle  comparere  teneantur  fubitoj 
caufam  evocationisi  atque  ordinem  execut  ionis  Prfefecti  provincialis ,  quid  fieri  debsat 
audit  ur it 
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undergo  if  they  declined  appearing ;  the  fecond  from  the  penalty  of 
having  fire  and  fword  carried  thro’  their  country,  in  cafe  of  re- 
fufal.  The  Hr  ft  bearer  delivers  it  to  the  next  perfon  he  meets,  he 
running  full  fpeed  to  the  third,  and  fo  on.  In  the  late  rebellion, 
it  was  fent  by  fome  unknown  difa Hefted  hand  thro3  the  county  of 
Breadalbane ,  and  pafied  through  a  trad  of  thirty-two  miles  in  three 
hours,  but  without  effed. 

The  women’s  drefs  is  the  kirch ,  or  a  white  piece  of  linnen,  pin¬ 
ned  over  the  foreheads  of  thofe  that  are  married,  and  round  the 
hind  part  of  the  head,  falling  behind  over  their  necks.  The  Tingle 
women  wear  only  a  ribband  round  their  head,  which  they  call  a 
fnood.  The  tonnage  or  plaid,  hangs  over  their  fhoulders,  and  is 
faftened  before  with  a  brotche  •,  but  in  bad  weather  is  drawn  over 
their  heads  :  I  have  aifo  obferved  during  divine  fervice,  that  they 
keep  drawing  it  forward  in  proportion  as  their  attention  increafes  \ 
infomuch  as  to  conceal  at  laft  their  whole  face,  as  if  it  was  to  ex¬ 
clude  every  external  objed  that  might  interrupt  their  devotion.  In 
the  county  of  Breadalbane ,  many  wear,  when  in  high  drefs,  a  great 
pleated  flocking  of  an  enormous  length,  called  ojfan  preajjach :  in 
other  refpeds,  their  drefs  refembles  that  of  women  of  the  fame  rank 
in  England :  but  their  condition  is  very  different,  being  little  better 
than  Haves  to  our  fex. 

The  manners  of  the  native  Highlanders  may  juftly  be  expreffed 
in  thefe  words :  indolent  to  a  high  degree,  unlefs  roufed  to  war,  or 
to  any  animating  amufement  •,  or  I  may  fay,  from  experience,  to 
lend  any  difinterefted  afliftance  to  the  dift refled  traveller,  either  in 
direding  him  on  his  way,  or  affording  their  aid  in  pafling  the  dan¬ 
gerous  torrents  of  the  Highlands:  hofpitable  to  the  higheft  degree, 
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and  full  of  generoflty  :  are  much  affccfted  with  the  civility  of  ft  ran¬ 
gers,  and  have  in  themfelves  a  natural  politenefs  and  addrefs,. 

>■*  ,  .■  .  I 

which  often  flows  from  the  meaneft  when  left  expedted.  Thro’  my 

whole  tour  I  never  met  with  a  Anode  inftance^f  national  reflection  ! 

r  '•  «■*  **  '  ■ 

their  forbearance  proves  them  to  be  fuperior  to  the  meannefs  of  re¬ 
taliation  :  I  fear  they  pity  us ;  but  I  hope  not  indifcriminately. 
Are  exceflively  inquifltive  after  your  buflnefs,  your  name,  and  o- 
ther  particulars  of  little  confequence  to  them :  moft  curious  after 
the  politicks  of  the  world,  and  when  they  can  procure  an  old  news¬ 
paper,  will  liften  to  it  with  all  the  avidity  of  Shakefpear' s  black- 
fmith.  Have  much  pride,  and  confequently  are  impatient  of  af¬ 
fronts,  and  revengefull  of  injuries.  Are  decent  in  their  general 
behaviour*,  inclined  to  fuperftition,  yet  attentive  to  the  duties  of 
religion,  and  are  capable  of  giving  a  moft  diftindt  account  of  the 
principles  of  their  faith.  But  in  many  parts  of  the  Highlands, 
their  character  begins  to  be  more  faintly  marked  j  they  mix  more 
with  the  world,  and  .become  daily  lefs  attached  to  their  chiefs :  the 
clans  begin  to  difperfe  themfelves  through  different  parts  of  the 
country,  finding  that  their  induftry  and  good  conduct  afford  them 


better  protection  (flnce  the  due  execution  of  the  laws)  than  any 
their  chieftain  can  afford ;  and  the  chieftain  tafting  the  fweets  of 
advanced  rents,  and  the  benefits  of  induftry,  difmiftes  from  his 
table  the  crowds  of  retainers,  the  former  inftrumehts  of  his  oppref- 
fion  and  freakifh  tyranny. 

*  '* 

Moft  of  the  antient  fports  of  the  Highlanders,  fuch  as 
archery,  hunting,  fowling  and  s  flfhing,  are  now  difufed 
thofe  retained  are,  throwing  the  putting-^ one,  or  ftone  of 

Jlrength ,, 
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Jlrength  *,  as  they  call  it,  which  occafions  an  emulation  who  can 
throw  a  weighty  one  the  fartheft.  Throwing  the  penny-R one, 
which  anfwers  to  our  coits.  The  Jhinty ,  or  the  ftriking  of  a  ball  of 
wood  or  of  hair  :  this  game  is  played  between  two  parties  in  a  large 
plain,  and  furnifhed  with  clubs ;  which-ever  fide  ftrikes  it  fir  ft  to 
their  own  goal  wins  the  match. 

The  amufements  by  their  fire-fides  were,  the  telling  of  tales,  the 
wildeft  and  rnoft  extravagant  imaginable :  mufick  was  another :  in 
former  times,  the  harp  was  the  favorite  inftrument,  covered  with 
leather  and  ftrung  with  wire  but  at  prefent  is  quite  loft.  Bag¬ 
pipes  are  fuppofed  to  have  been  introduced  by  the  Banes  •,  this  is 
very  doubtful],  but  fhall  be  taken  notice  of  in  the  next  volume : 
the  oldeft  are  played  with  the  mouth,  the  loudeft  and  moft  ear¬ 
piercing  of  any  wind  mufick ;  the  other,  played  with  the  fingers 
only,  are  of  Irijh  origin :  the  firft  fuited  the  genius  of  this  warlike 
people,  roufed  their  courage  to  battle,  alarmed  them  when  fecure, 
and  collected  them  when  fcattered.  This  inftrument  is  become 
fcarce  fmce  the  abolition  of  the  power  of  the  chieftains,  and  the 
more  induftrious  turn  of  the  common  people. 

The  Trump  or  Jew's  Harp  would  not  merit  the  mention 
among  the  Highland  inftruments  of  mufick,  if  it  was  not  to  prove 

*  Cloch  near t>  ' 

f  Major  fays,  Pro  muficis  inftrutoentis  et  mufico  concentu ,  Lyra  fylveflres  utuntur » 
t ujus  chordas  ex  are ,  et  non  ex  animalium  intejiinis  faciunt ,  in  qua  dulcijjime  modu - 
• iantur , 
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its  origin  and  antiquity  :  one  made  of  gilt  brafs  having  been  found 
in  Norway  *,  depofited  in  an  urn. 

Vocal  mufick  was  much  in  vogue  amongft  them,  and  their  fongs 
were  chiefly  in  praife  of  their  antient  heroes.  I  was  told  that  they 
ftill  have  fragments  of  the  ftory  of  Fingal  and  others,  which  they 
carrol  as  they  go  along ;  thefe  vocal  traditions  are  the  foundation  of 
the  works  of  Qffian . 

Aug.  31.  Leave  Invernefs ,  and  continue  my  journey  Weft  for  fome  time 
by  the  river-fide :  have  a  fine  view  of  the  plain,  the  Tomman ,  the 
town,  and  the  diftant  hills.  After  a  ride  of  about  fix  miles  reach¬ 
ed  Loch-Nefs  f ,  and  enjoyed  along  its  banks  a  moft  romantic  and 
beautifuil  fcenery,  generally  in  woods  of  birch,  or  hazel,  mixed 
with  a  few  holly,  whitethorn,  afpin,  afh  and  oak,  but  open  enough 
in  all  parts  to  admit  a  fight  of  the  water.  Sometimes  the  road  was 
ftrait  for  a  confiderable  diftance,  and  refembled  a  fine  and  regular 
avenue  1  in  others  it  wound  about  the  fides  of  the  hills  which  over- 
hung  the  lake :  the  road  was  frequently  cut  thro’  the  rock,  which 
on  one  fide  formed  a  folid  wall ;  on  the  other,  a  fteep  precipice. 
In  many  parts  we  were  immerfed  in  woods ;  in  others,  they  opened 
and  gave  a  view  of  the  fides  and  tops  of  the  vaft  mountains  foaring 
above  :  fome  of  thefe  were  naked,  but  in  general  covered  with 
wood,  except  on  the  mere  precipices,  or  where  the  grey  rocks  de¬ 
nied  vegetation,  or  where  the  heath,  now  glowing  with  purple 
bloffoms,  covered  the  furface.  The  form  of  thefe  hills  was  very 

*  Sir  Thomas  Brown’s  Hydriot aphia.  p.  8. 

f  This  beautiful!  lake  has  a  great  refemblance  to  fome  parts  of  the  lake  of 
Lucerne ,  efpecially  towards  the  Eaft  end. 
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various  and  irregular,  either  broken  into  frequent  precipices,  or 
towering  into  rounded  fummits  cloathed  with  trees ;  but  not  fo 
clofe  but  to  admit  a  fight  of  the  fey  between  them.  Thus,  for 
many  miles,  there  was  no  poffibility  of  cultivation ;  yet  this  tradt 
was  occupied  by  diminutive  cattle,  by  Sheep,  or  by  Goats  :  the  lad 
were  pied,  and  lived  mod  luxurioufly  on  the  tender  branches  of  the 
trees.  The  wild  animals  that  poflefied  this  pidturefque  feene  were 
Stags  and  Roes,  black  game,  and  Grous  *,  and  on  the  fummits, 
white  Hares  and  Ptarmigans.  Foxes  are  fo  numerous  and  vora¬ 
cious,  that  the  farmers  are  fometimes  forced  to  houfe  their  Sheep, 
as  is  done  in  France ,  for  fear  of  the  W olves  *. 

The  North  fide  of  Lcch-Nefs  is  far  lefs  beautifull  than  the  South. 
In  general,  the  hills  are  lefs  high,  but  very  deep ;  in  a  very  few 
places  covered  with  brufh-wood,  but  in  general  very  naked,  from 
the  (Tiding  of  the  drata  down  their  doping  fides.  About  the  mid¬ 
dle  is  Cadle  Urquhart ,  a  fortrefs  founded  on  a  rock  projecting  into 
the  lake,  and  was  faid  to  have  been  the  feat  of  the  once  powerfull 
Cummins ,  and  to  have  been  deliroyed  by  Edward  L  Near  it 

*  It  is  to  me  matter  of  furprize  that  no  mention  is  made,  in  the  Poems  of 
OJJian ,  of  our  great  beads  of  prey,  which  muft  have  abounded  in  his  days ;  for 
the  Wolf  was  a  pell  to  the  country  fo  late  as  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  and 
the  Bear  exided  there  at  led  till  the  year  1057,  when  a  Gordon ,  for  killing  a  fierce 
Bear,  was  dire£ted  by  King  Malcolm  III.  to  carry  three  Bears’  heads  in  his  ban¬ 
ner.  Other  native  animals  are  often  mentioned  in  feveral  parts  of  the  work ; 
and  in  the  dve  little  poems  on  night,  compcfitions  of  as  many  Bards,  every  mo¬ 
dern  Britijh  bead  of  chace  is  enumerated,  the  howling  Dog  and  howling  Fox 
deferibed ;  yet  the  howling  Wolf  omitted,  which  would  have  made  the  Bardsh 
night  much  more  hideous. 
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is  the  broadeft  part  of  the  Loch,  occafioned  by  a  bay  near  the 
caftle. 

Above  is  Glen-Morifton ,  and  Eaft  of  that  Slraith-Glas ,  the 
Chijolm's  country  ;  in  both  of  which  are  forefts  of  pines,  where 
Cock  of  the  that  rare  bird  the  Cock  of  the  Wood  is  ftill  to  be  met  with  :  per- 
haps  in  thofe  near  Caftle  Grant  ?  Formerly,  was  common  through¬ 
out  the  Highlands,  and  was  called  Capercalze ,  and  Auercalze ;  and 
in  the  old  law-books,  Capercally.  The  variety  of  the  black  game, 
mentioned  by  M.  Brijfon  under  the  name  of  Coq.  de  Bruy  ere  piquet 
was  a  mixed  breed  between  thefe  two  birds  *  but  I  could  not  hear 
that  any  at  prefent  were  to  be  found  in  North  Britain .  Linnaeus 
has  met  with  them  in  Sweden ,  and  defcribes  them  under  the  title  of 
T etrao  cauda  hifurca  fuhtus  alho  pun  Slat  a.  At  Glen-Morifton  is  a  ma¬ 
nufacture  of  linnen,  where  forty  girls  at  a  time  are  taught  for  three 
months  to  fpin,  and  then  another  forty  taken  in :  there  are  befides 
fix  looms,  and  all  fupported  out  of  the  forfeited  lands. 

Above  is  the  great  mountain  Meal  Fourvounich ,  the  firfh  land 
failors  make  from  the  Eaft  feaj  on  the  top  is  a  lake  faid  to  be  ioo 
fathoms  deep. 

I  was  informed  that  in  that  neighborhood  are  glens  and  cafcades 
of  furprifmg  beauty,  but  my  time  did  not  permit  me  to  vifit 

them. 

Dined  at  a  poor  inn  near  the  General9 s  Hut ,  or  the  place  where 
General  Wade  refided  when  he  infpe&ed  the  great  work  of  the 
roads,  and  gave  one  rare  example  of  making  the  foldiery  ufefull 
in  time  of  peace.  Near  is  a  fine  glen  covered  at  the  bottom  with 
wood,  through  which  runs  a  torrent  rifing  Southward.  The  coun¬ 
try  alfo  is  prettily  varied  with  woods  and  corn-fields. 

About 
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About  a  mile  farther  is  the  fall  of  Fyers>  a  vaft  catarad,  in  a  Fall  of 
darkfome  glen  of  a  ftupendous  depth  ;  the  water  darts  far  beneath  ^YERS- 
the  top  thro’  a  narrow  gap  between  two  rocks,  then  precipitates, 
above  forty  feet  lower  into  the  bottom  of  the  chafm,  and  the  foam, 
like  a  great  cloud  of  fmoke,  rifes  and  fills  the  air.  The  fides  of 
this  glen  are  vaft  precipices  mixed  with  trees  over-hanging  the  wa¬ 
ter,  through  which,  after  a  fhort  fpace,  the  waters  difcharge  them- 
felves  into  the  lake. 

About  half  a  mile  South  of  the  firft  fall  is  another  palling 
through  a  narrow  chafm,  whofe  fides  it  has  .undermined  for  a  con- 
fiderable  way :  over  the  gap  is  a  true  Alpine  bridge  of  the  bodies  of 
trees  covered  with  fods,  from  whofe  middle  is  an  awefull  view  of 
the  water  roaring  beneath. 

At  the  fall  of  Fyers  the  road  quits  the  fide  of  the  lake,  and  is 
carried  for  fome  fpace  through  a  fmall  vale  on  the  fide,  of  the  river 
Fyers ,  where  is  a  mixture  of  fmall  plains  of  corn  and  rocky  hills. 

Then  fucceeds  a  long  and  dreary  moor,  a  tedious*  afcent  up  the 
mountain  See-chuimin ,  or  Cummin' s  Seat,  whofe  fummit  is  of  a  great 
height  and  very  craggy.  Defcend  a  fteep  road*  leave  on  the  right 
Loch-Faarf \  a  fmall  irregular  piece  of  water,  decked  with  little 
wooded  illes,  and  abounding  writh  Char .  After  a  fecond  fteep 
defcent,  reach 

Fort  Anguftus*y  a  fmall  fortrefs,  feated  on  a  plain  at  the  head  of  Fort 
Loch-Nefs,  between  the  rivers  Faarf  and  Qich\  (the  laft  is  conft-  Augustus 


y 


*  Its  Erfe  name  is  Kill-chuimin ,  or  the  burial-place  of  the  Cummins.  It  lies  on 
the  road  to  the  We  of  Skie,  which  is  about  52  miles  off ;  but  on  the  whole  way 
there  is  not  a  place  fit  for  the  reception,  of  man  or  horfe*. 
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Loch-Ness. 


Never 

freezes. 


derable,  and  has  over  it  a  bridge  of  three  arches.  The  fort  confifts 
of  four  baftions ;  within  is  the  Governor’s  houfe,  and  barracks  for 
400  men:  it  was  taken  by  the  Rebels  in  1746,  who  immediately 
deferted  it,  after  demolifhing  what  they  could. 

Loch-Nefs  is  twenty- two  miles  in  length ;  the  breadth  from  one 
to  two  miles,  except  near  Cafble  Urquhart ,  where  it  fwells  out  to 
three.  The  depth  is  very  great  \  oppoftte  to  the  rock  called  the 
Horfe-flooe ,  near  the  Weft:  end,  it  has  been  found  to  be  140  fathoms. 
From  an  eminence  near  the  fort  is  a  full  view  of  its  whole  extent, 
for  it  is  perfectly  ftrait,  running  from  Eaft  to  .Weft:,  with  a  point  to 
the  South.  The  boundary  from  the  fall  of  Fyers  is  very  fteep  and 
rocky,  which  obliged  General  IFade  to  make  that  detour  from  its 
banks,  partly  on  account  of  the  expence  in  cutting  through  fo 
much  folid  rock,  partly  through  an  apprehenfion  that  in  cafe  of  a 
rebellion  the  troops  might  be  deftroyed  in  their  march,  by  the  tum¬ 
bling  down  of  Hones  by  the  enemy  from  above :  befides  this,  a  pro- 

/ 

digious  arch  muft  have  been  flung  over  the  Glen  of  Fyers . 

This  lake,  by  reafon  of  its  great  depth,  never  freezes,  and  during 
cold  weather  a  violent  fleam  rifes  from  it  as  from  a  furnace.  Ice 
brought  from  other  parts,  and  put  into  Loch-Nefs ,  inftantly  thaws ; 
but  no  water  freezes  fooner  than  that  of  the  lake  when  brought  in- 
to  a  houfe.  Its  water  is  efteemed  very  falubrious ;  fo  that  people 
come  or  fend  thirty  miles  for  it :  old  Lord  Lovat  in  particular 
made  conftant  ufe  of  it.  But  it  is  certain,  whether  it  be  owing  to 
the  water,  or  to  the  air  of  that  neighborhood,  that  for  feven  years 
the  garrifon  of  Fort  Auguftus  had  not  loft  a  Angle  man. 

The  fifh  of  this  lake  are  Salmon,  which  are  in  feafon  from 
Chrijtmas  to  Midfummer ,  Trouts  of  about  2tfe.  weight,  Pikes 

and 
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and  Eels.  During  winter  it  is  frequented  by  Swans  and  other  wild 
fowls. 


The  greateft  rife  of  water  in  Loch-Nefs  is  fourteen  feet.  The 
lakes  from  whence  it  receives  its  fupplies  ar zLoch-Oich,  Loch-Garrie , 
and  Loch-Quich.  There  is  but  very  little  navigation  on  it;  the 
only  veflel  is  a  gaily  belonging  to  the  fort,  to  bring  the  ftores  from 
the  Eaft  end,  the  river  Nefs  being  too  (hallow  for  navigation. 

It  is  violently  agitated  by  the  winds,  and  at  times  the  waves  are 
quite  mountainous.  November  ift,  1755,  at  the  fame  time  as  the 
earthquake  at  Lijbon ,  thefe  waters  were  affedted  in  a  very  extraordi¬ 
nary  manner :  they  rofe  and  flowed  up  the  lake  from  Eaft  to  Weft 
with  vaft  impetuoflty,  and  were  carried  above  200  yards  up  the 
river  Oick ,  breaking  on  its  banks  in  a  wave  near  three  feet  high ; 
then  continued  ebbing  and  flowing  for  the  fpace  of  an  hour :  but  at 
eleven  o’clock  a  wave  greater  than  any  of  the  reft  came  up  the  river, 
broke  on  the  North  fide,  and  overflowed  the  bank  for  the  extent 
of  30  feet.  A  boat  near  the  General's  Hut ,  loaden  with  brufti- 
wood,  vras  thrice  driven  afhore,  and  twice  carried  back  again ;  but 
the  laft  time,  the  rudder  was  broken,  the  wood  forced  out,  and  the 
boat  filled  with  water  and  left  on  fhore.  At  the  fame  time,  a  little 
ifle,  in  a  fmall  loch  in  Badenoch ,  was  totally  reverfed  and  flung 
on  the  beach.  But  at  both  thefe  places  no  agitation  was  felt  on 
land. 

Rode  to  the  caftle  of  Tor-down ,  a  rock  two  miles  Weft  of  Fort 
Auguftus :  on  the  fummit  is  an  antient  fortrefs.  The  face  of  this 
rock  is  a  precipice  ;  on  the  acceflible  fide  is  a  ftrong  dyke  of  loofe 
.{tones ;  above  that  a  ditch,  and  a  little  higher  a  terrafs  fupported 
by  ftones :  on  the  top  a  fmall  oval  area,  hollow  in  the  middle: 
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round  this  area,  for  the  depth  of  near  twelve  feet,  are  a  quantity’  of 
(tones  ftrangely  cemented  with  almoft  vitrified  matter,  and  in  feme 
places  quite  turned  into  black  fcoria  :  the  (tones  were  generally 
granite,  mixed  with  a  few  grit- (tones  of  a  kind  not  found  nearer 
the  place  than  40  miles.  Whether  this  was  the  antient  file  of  fome 
forge,  or  whether  the  (tones  which  form  this  fortrefs  *  had  been 
colledled  from  the  ftrata  of  fome  Vulcano ,  (for  the  vediges  of  fuch 
are  (aid  to  have  been  found  in  the  Highlands)  I  iubmit  to  farther 
enquiry. 

From  this  rock  is  a  view  of  Ben-ki ,  a  vad  craggy  mountain 
above  Gleh-Garrie\  country.  Towards  the  South  is  the  high 
mountain  Coryarich  :  the  afeent  from  this  fide  is  nine  miles,  but  on 
the  other  the  defeent  into  Badenoch  is  very  rapid,  and  not  above 
one,  the  road  being,  for  the  eafe  of  the  traveller,  cut  into  a  zigzag 
fafhion.  People  often  perifh  on  the  fummit  of  this  hill,  which  in¬ 
frequently  vifited  during  winter  with  dreadfuil  dorms  of  fnow. 

After  a  fhort  ride  Wedward  along  the  plain,  reach  Loch-Oich ,  a- 
narrow  lake ;  the  Tides  prettily  indented,  and  the  water  adorned 
with  fmall  wooded  ides.  On  the  fhore  is  Glen-Garrie ,  the  feat  of 
Mr.  McDonald)  aimod  furrounded  with  wood,  and  not  far  didant 
is  the  ruin  of  the  old  cadle.  This  lake  is  about  four  miles  long  ^ 
the  road  on  the  South  fide  is  excellent,  and  often  carried  through 
very  pleafant  woods. 

After  a  fmall  interval  arrive  on  the  banks  of  Locb-Lochy ,  a  fine 


*  I  was  informed  that  at  Arifaig  is  an  old  caftle  formed  of  the  fame  ma« 
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piece  of  water,  fourteen  miles  long,  and  from  one  to  two  broad. 

The  diftant  mountains  on  the  North  were  of  an  immenfe  height ; 
thofe  on  the  South  had  the  appearance  of  £heep-walks.  The  road 
is  continued  on  the  fide  of  the  lake  about  eight  miles.  On  the  op- 
pofite  fhore  was  Achnacarrie ,  once  the  feat  of  Cameron  of  Lochiel \  Cameron  of 
but  burnt  in  1746.  He  was  efteemed  by  all  parties  the  honeftefl 
and  mod:  fenfible  man  of  any  that  embarked  in  the  pernicious  and 
abfurd  attempt  of  that  and  the  preceding  year,  and  was  a  melan¬ 
choly  inilance  of  a  fine  underftanding  and  a  well-intending  heart, 
over-powered  by  the  unhappy  prejudices  of  education.  By  his  in¬ 
fluence  he  prevented  the  Rebels  from  committing  feveral  excefles, 
and  even  faved  the  city  of  Glafgow  from  being  plundered,  when 
their  army  returned  out  of  England ,  irritated  with  their  difappoint- 
ment,  and  enraged  at  the  loyalty  that  city  had  fhewn.  The  Pre¬ 
tender  came  to  him  as  foon  as  ever  he  landed.  Lochiel  feeing  him 
arrive  in  fo  wild  a  manner,  and  fo  unfupported,  entreated  him  to 
defift  from  an  enterprize  from  which  nothing  but  certain  ruin  could 
refultto  him  and  his  partizans.  The  Adventurer  grew  warm,  and 
reproached  Lochiel  with  a  breach  of  prornife.  This  affefted  him  fo 
deeply,  that  he  inflantly  went  and  took  a  tender  and  moving  leave 
of  his  lady  and  family,  imagining  he  was  on  the  point  of  parting 
with  them  forever.  The  income  of  his  eftate  was  at  that  time,  as 
I  was  told,  not  above  pool,  per  annum ,  yet  he  brought  fourteen 
hundred  men  into  the  field. 

The  waters  of  this  lake  form  the  river  Lochy\  and  difcharge 
themfelves  into  the  We  (tern  fea,  as  thofe  of  Loch-Oich  do  through 
Loch-Nefs  into  the  Eafterm  About  the  beginning  of  this  lake  enter 

D  d  2  Lochaber 1 


o 


204 

Lochaber. 


Black-meal. 


A  T  O  U  R 

Lochaber  *  \  Hop  at  Low-bridge ,  a  poor  houfe  ;  travel  over  a  black 
moor  for  fome  miles •,  fee  abundance  of  cattle,  but  fcarce  any  com. 
Crofs 

High-bridge ,  a  fine  bridge  of  three  arches  filing  over  the  torrent 
Spean ,  founded  on  rocks ;  two  of  the  arches  are  95  feet  high.  This 
bridge  was  built  by  General  Wade ,  in  order  to  form  a  communica¬ 
tion  with  the  country.  Thefe  publick  works  were  at  firft'very  dis¬ 
agreeable  to  the  old  Chieftains,  and  leffened  their  influence  greatly  \ 
for  by  admitting  ft  rangers  among  them,  their  clans  were  taught 
that  the  Lairds  were  not  the  firft  of  men.  .  But  they  had  another 
reafon  much  more  folid :  Lochaber  had  been  a  den  of  thieves ;  andr 
as  long  as  they  had  their  waters,  their  torrents  and  their  bogs,  in  a 
ftate  of  nature,  they  made  their  excurftons,  could  plunder  and  re¬ 
treat  with  their  booty  in  full  fecurity.  So  weak  were  the  laws  in 
many  parts  of  North  Britain ,  till  after  the  late  rebellion,  that  no 
flop  could  be  put  to  this  infamous  pradtice.  A  contribution,  call¬ 
ed  the  Black-meal ,  was  railed  by  feveral  of  thefe  plundering  chief¬ 
tains  over  a  vaft  extent  of  country :  whoever  payed  it  had  thefr 
cattle  enfured,  but  thole  who  dared  to  refufe  were  fure  to  fuffter. 
Many  of  thefe  free-booters  were  wont  to  infert  an  article,  by  which- 
they  were  to  be  releafed  from  their  agreement,  in  cafe  of  any  civil 
commotion  :  thus,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  laft  rebellion,  a 
McGregor  -f ,  who  had  with  the  ftridleft  honor  (till  that  event) 


*  So  called  from  a  lake  not  far  from  Fort  William 9  near  whofe  hanks  Banqm 
was  faid  to  have  been  murthered. 


t  Who  a  flu  med  the  name  of  Graham 
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preferved  his  friends'  cattle,  immediately  fent  them  word,  that  froiic 
that  time  they  were  out  of  his  protedion,  and  muft  now  take  care 
of  themfelves.  Barrifdale  was  another  of  this  clafs,.  chief  of  a  band 
of  robbers,  who  fpread  terror  over  the  whole  country :  but  the 
Highlanders  at  that  time  efteemed  the  open  theft  of  cattle,  or  the 
making  a  creach  (as  they  call  it)  by  no  means  difhonorable  ;  and 
the  young  men  confidered  it  as  a  piece  of  gallantry,  by  which  they 
recommended  themfelves  to  their  miftreftes.  On  the  other  fide 
there  was  often  as  much  bravery  in  the  purfuers  \  for  frequent 
battles  enfued,  and  much  blood  has  been  fpilt  on  thefe  occadons. 

They  alfo  die  wed  great  dexterity  in  tracing  the  robbers,  not  only 
through  the  boggy  land,  but  over  the  dr m eft  ground,  and  even 
over  places  where  other  cattle  had  pafted,  knowing  well  how  to 
diftinguifh  the  fteps  of  thofe  that  were  wandering  about  from  thefe 
that  were  driven  haftily  away  by  the  Free- hooters. 

From  the  road  had  a  diftant  view  of  the  mountains  of  Jrifaig , 
beyond  which  were  Moydart ,  Kinloch ,  &c.  At  the  end  of  Loch- 
Sbiel  the  Pretender  drift  fet  up  his  ftandard  in  the  wiideft  place  that 
imagination  can  frame :  and  in  this  fequeftered  fpot,  amidft  antient 
-prejudices,  and  prevaling  ignorance  of  the  bleffings-  of  our  happy 
conftitution,  the  ftrength  of  the  rebellion  lay. 

Pafs  by  the  fide  of  the  river  Lochy>  now  eondderable.  See 
Inverlochy  Cafile ,  with  four  large  round  towers,  which,  by  the  Inverlochy., 
mode  of  building,  feems  to  have  been  the  work  of  the  Englijh ,  in 
the  time  of  Edward  L  who  laid  large  dues  on  the  Scotch  Barons 
for  the  purpofe  of  ereding  new  caftles.  The  large  ft  of 
thefe  towers  is  called,-  Cummin's.  But  long  prior  to,  thefe  ruins 
Inverlochy  had  been  a  place  of  great  note,  a  mod;  opulent  city, 
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remarkable  for  the  vaft  refort  of  French  and  Spaniards* ,  probably  on 
account  of  trade.  It  was  alfo  a  feat  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland ,  for 
here  Achaius  in  the  year  7 90  figned  (as  is  reported)  the  league 
offenfive  and  defen  five  between  himfelf  and  Charlemagne.  In  after¬ 
times  it  was  utterly  deftroyed  by  the  Banes ,  and  never  again  re¬ 
ft  ore  d.  Reach 

Fort  William ,  built  in  King  William? s  reign*,  as  was  a  fmall 
town  near  it,  called  Maryborough ,  in  honor  of  his  Queen  ;  but 
prior  to  that,  had  been  a  fmall  fortrefs,  eredted  by  General  Monk , 
with  whofe  people  the  famous  Sir  Ewen  Cameron  -f  had  numerous 
eontefts.  The  prefent  fort  is  a  triangle,  has  two  baftions,  and  is 
capable  of  admitting  a  garrifon  of  eight  hundred  men.  It  was  well 
defended  againft  the  Rebels  in  1746,  who  raifed  the  fiege  with 
much  difgrace.  It  was  alfo  attempted  by  thofe  of  1715,  but  with¬ 
out  fuccefs.  The  fort  lies  on  a  narrow  arm  of  the  fea,  called  Loch* 
which  extends  fome  miles  higher  up  the  country,  making  a 
bend  to  the  North,  and  extends  likewife  Weft  ward  towards  the  ifie 

of  Mull ,  near  twenty-four  Scotch  miles. 

\ 

This  fort  on  the  Vfeft,  and  Fort  Auguftus  in  the  centre,  and 
The  Chain.  Fort  George  on  the  Eaft,  form  what  is  called  the  chain,  from  fea  to 

fea.  This  fpace  is  called  Glen-more ,  or  the  great  Glen,  which,  in¬ 
cluding  water  and  land,  is  almoft  a  level  of  feventy  miles.  There 
is,  in  fadl,  but  little  land,  but  what  is  divided  by  firth,  loch,  or 

•  Boethius .  Scot.  Regni  Defer.  4, 

f  Who  is  faid  to  have  killed  the  lalt  Wolf  in  Scotland \  about  the  year 
Memoirs  of  this  celebrated  chieftain  are  given  in  the  Appendix* 
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riVer  •,  except  the  two  mites  which  lie  between  Loch-Qich  and  Locb- 
Locby ,  called  Lagan- acbadrom .  By  means  of  Fort  George ,  all  en¬ 
trance  up  the  Firth  towards  Invernefs  is  prevented.  Fort  Augufius 
curbes  the  inhabitants  midway,  and  Fort  William  is  a  check  to  any 
attempts  in  the  Weft.  Detachments  are  made  from  all  thefe  garri- 
fons  to  Invernefs ,  Bernera  barracks  oppofite  to  the  I  fie  of  Skie,  and 
Caftle  Du&rt  in  the  Ifle  of  Mull*.  Other  fmall  parties  are  alfo 
fcattered  in  huts  throughout  the  country,  to  prevent  the  dealing  of 
cattle. 

Fort  William  is  furrounded  by  vaft  mountains,  which  occafiorr 
almoft  perpetual  rain :  the  loftieft  are  on  the  South  fide  ;  Benevifb 
foars  above  the  reft,  and  ends,  as  I  was  told,  in  a  point,  (at  this 
time  concealed  in  mift)  whole  height  from  the  fea  is  faid  to  be 
1450  yards.  As  an  antient  Briton ,  I  lament  the  difgrace  of  Snow- 
don ;  once  efteemed  the  higheft  hill  in  the  ifland,  but  now  muft 
yield  the  palm  to  a  Caledonian  mountain.  But  I  have  my  doubts 
whether  this  might  not  be  rivaled,  or  perhaps  furpaffed,  by  others* 
in  the  fame  country  for  example,  Ben  y  bourd ,  a  central  hill, 
from  whence  to  the  fea  there  is  a  continued  and  rapid  defcent  of 
ieventy  miles,  as  may  be  feen  by  the  violent  courfe  of  the  Dee  to 
Aberdeen.  But  their  - height  has  not  yet  been  taken,  which  to  be 
done  fairly  muft  be  from  the  fea.  Beuevijh ,  as  well  as  many  others, 
harbours  fnow  throughout  the  year, 

*  I  was  informed  that  coal  has  been  lately  difcovered  in  this  ifland.  What  ad¬ 
vantage  may  not  this  prove,  in  eftablifhments  of  manufactures,  in  a  country  julh 
rouzed  from  the  lap  of  indolence  ! 
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The  bad  weather  which  reigned  during  my  flay  in  thefe  parts* 
prevented  me  from  vifiting  the  celebrated  parallel  roads  in  Glen- Roy. 
As  I  am  unable  to  fatisfy  the  curiofity  of  the  Reader  from  my  own 
obfervation,  1  fhall  deliver  in  the  Appendix  the  information  I  could 
colled  relating  to  thefe  amazing  works. 

Trade  of  The  great  produce  of  Lochaber  is  cattle:  that  diflrid  alone  fends 
out  annually  3000  head  ,  but  if  a  portion  of  Inver nefsjhire  is  include 
ed,  of  which  this  properly  is  part,  the  number  is  10,000.  There 
are  alfo  a  few  horfes  bred  here,  and  a  very  few  fneep  ;  but  of  late 
leveral  have  been  imported.  Scarce  any  arable  land,  for  the  excef- 
five  wet  which  reigns  here  almoft  totally  prevents  the  growth  of 
corn,  and  what  little  there  is  fit  for  tillage  fets  at  ten  fhiilings  an 
acre.  The  inhabitants  of  this  diftrid  are  therefore  obliged,  for 
their  fupport,  to  import  fix  thoufand  bolls  of  oatmeal  annually, 
which  coft  about  4000I.',  the  rents  are  about  3000I.  per  annum  j 
the  return  for  their  cattle  is  about  7500 1.  ^  the  horfes  may  produce 
fome  trifle  \  fo  that  the  tenants  mult  content  themfelves  with  a  very 
fcanty  fubflftence,  without  the  prolped  of  faving  the  left  againfl: 
unforefeen  accidents.  The  rage  of  railing  rents  has  reached  this 
diftant  country  :  in  England  there  may  be  reafon  for  it,  (in  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree)  where  the  value  of  lands  is  increafod  by  acceflion  of 
commerce,  and  by  the  rife  of  provilions :  but  here  (contrary  to 
all  policy)  the  great  men  begin  at  the  wrong  end,  with  fqueezing 
the  bag,  before  they  have  helped  the  poor  tenant  to  fill  it,  by  the 
introdudion  of  manufadures.  In  many  of  the  ifles  this  already 
iliews  its  unhappy  effed,  and  begins  to  depopulate  the  country 
for  numbers  of  families  have  been  obliged  to  give  up  the  ftrong 
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attachment  the  Scots  in  general  have  for  their  country,  and  to  ex¬ 
change  it  for  the  wilds  of  America. 

The  houfes  of  the  peafants  in  Lochaber  are  the  mo  ft  wretched 
that  can  be  imagined  ;  framed  of  upright  poles,  which  are  wattled  5 
the  roof  is  formed  of  boughs  like  a  wigwam ,  and  the  whole  is  co¬ 
vered  with  fods  •,  fo  that  in  this  mold  climate  their  cottages  have  a 
perpetual  and  much  finer  verdure  than  the  reft  of  the  country. 

Salmons  are  taken  in  thefe  parts  as  late  as  May  \  about  50  tons 
are  caught  in  the  feafon.  Thefe  fifh  never  appear  fo  early  on  this 
coaft  as  on  the  Eaftern. 

Phinocs  are  taken  here  in  great  numbers,  1500  having  been  taken 
at  a  draught.  They  come  in  Auguft ,  and  difappear  in  November . 

They  are  about  a  foot  long,  their  color  grey,  fpotted  with  black, 
their  flefh  red ;  rife  eagerly  to  a  fly.  The  fifhermen  fuppofe  them 
to  be  the  young  of  what  they  call  a  great  Trout,  weighing  30!^. 
which  I  fuppofe  is  the  Grey  *. 

Left  Fort  William ,  and  proceeded  South  along  the  military  road  Sept.  4. 
on  the  fide  of  a  hill,  an  awefull  height  above  Loch-Lev'en  -f,  a 
branch  of  the  fea,  fo  narrow  as  to  have  only  the  appearance  of  a 
river,  bounded  on  both  fides  with  vaft  mountains,  among  whofe 
winding  bottoms  the  tide  rolled  in  with  folemn  majefty.  The 
fcenery  begins  to  grow  very  romantic ;  on  the  Weft  fide  are  lome 
woods  of  birch  and  pines :  the  hills  are  very  lofty,  many  of  them 
taper  to  a  point ;  and  my  old  friend,  the  late  worthy  Bifhop  Pocock*> 

*  Br .  Zocl.  III.  248. 

f  The  country  people  have  a  moft  fuperftitiotis  defire  of  being  buried  in  the 
little  iile  of  Mun,  in  this  Loch, 
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compared  tne  fhape  of  one  to  mount  'Tabor.  Beneath  them  13 
Glen-Co ,  infamous  for  the  maffacre  of  its  inhabitants  in  1691,  and 
celebrated  for  having  (as  fome  afifert)  given  birth  to  Offian  \  towards 
the  North  is  Morven ,  the  country  of  his  hero  Fingal. 

Description  “  The  fcenery  *  of  this  valley  is  far  the  moll  pi&urefque  of  any 
°F  Glen-  o.  ^  Highlands,  being  fo  wild  and  uncommon  as  never  fails  to 


1 

Animals. 

attract  the  eye  of  every  ftranger  of  the  left  degree  of  tafte  or  fen  ft- 
bility.  The  entrance  to  it  is  ftrongly  marked  by  the  craggy  moun¬ 
tain  of  Buachal-ety ,  a  little  Weft  of  the  King's  houfe .  All  the  other 
mountains  of  Glen-Co  refemble  it,  and  are  evidently  but  naked  and 
folid  rocks,  rifing  on  each  fide  perpendicularly  to  a  great  height 
from  a  flat  narrow  bottom,  fo  that  in  many  places  they  feem  to 
hang  over,  and  make  approaches,  as  they  afpire,  towards  each  0- 
ther.  The  tops  of  the  ridge  of  hills  on  one  fide  are  irregularly 
ferrated  for  three  or  four  miles,  and  fhot  in  places  into  fpires, 
which  forms  the  mo  ft  magnificent  part  of  the  fcenery  above  Ken- 
Loch-Leven .  In  the  middle  of  the  valley  is  a  fmall  lake,  and  from 
it  runs  the  river  Coan,  or  Cona,  celebrated  in  the  works  of  OJJian, 
Indeed  no  place  could  be  more  happily  calculated  than  this  for 
forming  the  tafte  and  infpiring  the  genius  of  fuch  a  poet. 

The  principal  native  animals  on  the  mountains  of  Glen-Co  are. 
Red  Deer,  Alpine  Hares,  Foxes,  Eagles,  Ptarmigans,  and  a  few 
moor-fowl.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  common  Hare  was  never 
feen  either  here,  in  Glen-Creran ,  or  Glen-Ety ,  till  the  military  roads 

• 

*  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  John  Stuart  of  Killin  for  the  defcriptioiv  of  this  curious 
valley,  having  only  had  a  didant  view  of  it. 

were;' 
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Were  made.  The  Partridge  is  a  bird  but  lately  known  here,  and  is 
frill  rare.  There  are  neither  rats  nor  vipers. 

In  Glen-Co  are  fix  farms,  forming  a  rent  of  241 1.  per  annum 
the  only  crops  are  oats,  bear  and  potatoes.  The  increafe  of  oats 
is  three  bolls  and  a  half  from  one  of  bear  four  or  five.  But  the 
inhabitants  cannot  fubfift  upon  their  harvefl :  about  three  hundred 
pounds  worth  of  meal  is  annually  imported.  They  fell  about  feven 
hundred  pounds  worth  of  black  cattle ;  but  keep  only  fheep  and 
goats  for  the  ufe  of  private  families :  neither  butter  or  cheefe  is 
made  for  fale.  The  men  fervants  are  paid  in  kind  ;  and  commonly 
married. 

Glen-Co  lies  in  the  united  parifh  of  Lifmore  and  Appin ,  and  con¬ 
tains  *  about  four  hundred  inhabitants,  who  are  vifited  occafionally 
by  a  Preacher  from  Appin  A 

Leave  on  the  left  a  vafl  cataradl,  precipitating  itfelf  in  a  great 
foaming  fheet  between  two  lofty  perpendicular  rocks,  with  trees 
growing  out  of  the  Mures,  forming  a  large  flream,  called  the  wa¬ 
ter  of  Bonn. 

Breakfafl  at  the  little  village  of  Kinloch-Leven  on  mod:  excellent  Kinloch- 
minced  flag,  the  only  form  I  thought  that  animal  good  in*  IjEVEN* 

Near  this  village  is  a  fingle  farm  fourteen  miles  long,  which  lets 
for  only  35 1.  per  annum  ;  and  from  the  nature  of  the  foil,  perhaps 
not  very  cheap. 

Saw  here  a  Quern,  a  fort  of  portable  mill,  made  of  two  flones  A  Quern-. 
about  two  feet  broad,  thin  at  the  edges,  and  a  little  thicker  in  the 
middle.  In  the  centre  of  the  upper  flone  is  a  hole  to  pour  in  the 

*  Report  of  the  Visitation,  &c.  1760* 
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corn,  and  a  peg  by  way  of  handle.  The  whole  is  placed  on  a  cloth  »3 
the  grinder  pours  the  corn  into  the  hole  with  one  hand,  and  with 
the  other  turns  round  the  upper  ftone  with  a  very  rapid  motion, 
while  the  meal  runs  out  at  the  Tides  on  the  cloth.  This  is  rather 
preferved  as  a  curiofity,  being  much  out  of  ufe  at  p refen t.  Such 
are  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  with  what  are  common  among  the 
Moors ,  being  the  fimple  fubflitute  of  a  mill. 

Immediately  after  leaving  Kinloch- Lessen  the  mountains  foar  to  a 
far  greater  height  than  before  ;  the  Tides  are  covered,  with  wood, 
and  the  bottoms  of  the  glens  filled  with  torrents  that  roar  amidft 
the  loofe  hones.  After  a  ride  of  two  miles  begin  to  afcend  the  black 
mountain ,  in  Argylejhire ,  on  a  fteep  road,  which  continues  about 
three  miles  almoft  to  the  fummit,  and  is  certainly  the  higheh  pub- 
lick  road  in  Great  Britain.  On  the  other  fide  the  defcent  is  fcarce 
a  mile,  but  is  very  rapid  down  a  zigzag  way.  Reach  the  King’s 
houfe,  feated  in  a  plain  :  it  was  built  for  the  accommodation  of  his 
Majefty’s  troops,  in  their  march  through  this  defolate  country,  but 
is  in  a  manner  unfurnifhed. 

Pafs  near  Loch-Lalla ,  a  long  narrow  piece  of  water,  with  a  fmall 
pine  wood  on  its  fide.  A  few  weather-beaten  pines  and  birch  ap¬ 
pear  fcattered  up  and  down,  and  in  all  the  bogs  great  numbers  of 
roots,  that^  evince  the  foreft  that  covered  the  country  within  this 
-half  century.  Thefe  were  the  lad;  pines  which  I  faw  growing  fpon- 
taneouflyjn  North  Britain.  The  pine  forefis  are  become  very  rare: 
1  can  enumerate  only  thofe  on  the  banks  of  Loch-Rannoch ,  at  Inver - 
cauldy  and  Brae-mar ;  at  Coygach  and  Dirry-Monach :  the  firft  in 
Straithnavern ,  the  lad;  in  Sutherland.  Thofe  about  Loch-Loyn , 
Glen-Morifton ,  and  Straith-Glas ,  a  fmall  one  near  Loch-Garrie ,  an¬ 
other 
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other  near  Loch-Arkig ,  and  a  few  fcattered  trees  above  Kinloch- 
Leven ,  all  in  Invernefsjhire  and  I  was  alfo  informed  that  there  are 
very  confiderable  woods  about  Caftle  Grant .  I  faw  only  one  fpecies 
of  Pine  in  thofe  I  vifited ;  nor  could  I  learn  whether  there  v/as  any 
other  thao  what  is  vulgarly  called  the  Scotch  Fir>  whofe  fynonyms 
are  thefe  t 

r 

Finns  fylvejiris  foliis  hrevibus  glaucis^  conis  parvis  albentibus .  Rail' 
hift.  PL  1401.  fyn.  ftirp.  Br.  442. 

Finns  fylvejiris.  Gerard’s  herb.  1356.  Lin.  fp.  PI.  1418.  Flora 
Angh  361. 

Pin  cPEcoJfe ,  on  de  Geneve.  Du  Hamel  Traite  des  Arbres.  II, 

125.  No.  5. 

Fyrre ,  Strom.  Sondmor.  12. 

> 

Moll  of  this  long  day’s  journey  from  the  black  mountain  was 
truely  melancholy,  almod  one  continued  fcene  of  dufky  moors,, 
without  arable  land,  trees,  houfes,  or  living  creatures,  for  numbers 
of  miles.  The  names  of  the  wild  trails  I  palled  through  were, 
Buachil-ety ,  Corricha-ba ,  and  Bendoran. 

The  roads  are  excellent-,  but  from  Fort  William  to  Kinloch-Leven , 
very  injudiciously  planned,  often  carried  far  about,  and  often  To 
Iteep  as  to  be  fcarce  furmountable  whereas  had  the  engineer  fol¬ 
lowed  the  track  ufed  by  the  inhabitants,  . thofe  inconveniences  would 
have  been  avoided. 

Thefe  roads,  by  rendering  the  highlands  accefiible,  contributed 
much  to  their  prefent  improvement,  and  were  owing  to  the  induftry 
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of  our  foldiery  ;  they  were  begun  in  1723  *,  under  the  directions  of 
Gen.  Wade ,  who,  like  another  Hannibal ,  forced  his  way  through 
rocks  fuppofed  to  have  been  unconquerable  :  many  of  them  hang 
over  the  mighty  lakes  of  the  country,  and  formerly  afforded  no 
other  road  to  the  natives  than  the  paths  of  fheep  or  goats,  where 
even  the  Highlander  crawled  with  difficulty,  and  kept  himfelf  from 
tumbling  into  the  far  fubjacent  water  by  clinging  to  the  plants  and 
bullies  of  the  rock.  Many  of  thefe  rocks  were  too  hard  to  yield 
to  the  pick-ax,  and  the  miner  was  obliged  tofubdue  their  obftinacy 
with  gunpowder,  and  often  in  places  where  nature  had  denied  him 
footing,  and  where  he  was  forced  to  begin  his  labors,  fufpended 
from  above' by  ropes  on  the  face  of  the  horrible  precipice.  The 
bogs  and  moors  had  likewife  their  difficulties  to  overcome  ;  but  all 
were  at  length  conflrained  to  yield  to  the  perfeverance  of  our  troops. 

In  fome  places  I  obferved,  that,  after  the  manner  of  the  Romans , 
they  left  engraven  on  the  rocks  the  names  of  the  regiment  each 
party  belonged  to,  who  were  employed  in  thefe  works ;  nor  were 
they  lefs  worthy  of  being  immortalized  than  the  Vexillatioh  of  the 
Ro?nan  legions  ;  for  civilization  was  the  confequence  of  the  labours 
of  both. 

Thefe  roads  begin  at  Dunkeld ,  are  carried  on  thro’  the  noted 
pafs  of  Killicrankie ,  by  Blair ,  to  Dalnacaraoch ,  Dahvhinie ,  and  over 
the  CGryarich ,  to  Fort  Augnftus .  A  branch  extends  from  thence 
Eaftward  to  Invernefs ,  and  another  Weilward,  over  High-bridge ,  to 
Fort  William.  From  the  laid,  by  Kinloch-Leven ,  over  the  Black 
Mountain ,  by  the  King’s  houfe,  to  Fyendrum ;  and  from  thence,  by 

#  Vide  p.  86, 

Glen- 


1 


215 


I  N  SCOTLAND. 

Glen-Urqbie^  to  Inveraray ,  and  fo  along  the  beautifull  boundaries 
of  Loch-Lcmond ,  to  its  extremity. 

Another  road  begins  near  Crieff  paffes  by  Aberfeldy ,  erodes  the 
lay  at  lay-bridge ,  and  unites  with  the  other  road  at  Dalnacardoeh 
and  from  Dalwhinie  a  branch  paffes  through  Badenocb  to  Invernefs. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  military  roads  *  but  there  may  be  many 
others  I  may  have  over-looked. 

Rode  through  fome  little  vales  by  the  fide  of  a  fmall  river  ^  and 
from  the  appearance  of  fertility,  have  fome  relief  from  the  dreary 
fcene  of  the  reft  of  the  day.  Reach 

I yendrum ,  a  fmall  village.  The  inn  is  feated  the  higheft  of  any  Tyendrum, 
houfe  in  Scotland.  The  lay  runs  Eaft,  and  a  few  hundred  yards 
further  is  a  little  lake,  whofe  waters  run  Weft.  A  lead-mine  is 
worked  here  by  a  level  to  fome  advantage  ;  was  difcovered  about 
thirty  years  ago  :  the  veins  run  S.  W.  and  N.  E» 

Continue  my  tour  on  a  very  fine  road  on  a  fide  of  a  narrow  vale,  Sept.  5. 
abounding  with  cattle,  yet  deflitute  both  of  arable  land  and  mea^ 
dow  ;  but  the  beads  pick  up  a  fufle nance  from  the  grafs  that  fprings 
up  among  the  heath.  The  country  opens  on  approaching  Glen~ 

TJrqhie ,  a  pretty  valley,  well  cultivated,  fertile  in  corn,  the  Tides  Glen-Ur^ie. 

adorned  with  numbers  of  pretty  groves,  and  the  middle  watered  by 

the  river  Urqhie :  the  church  is  feated  on  a  knowl,  in  a  large  ifle, 

formed  by  the  river  :  the  Manfe ,  or  minifter’s  houfe,  is  neat,  and 

his  little  demefn  is  decorated  in  the  moffc.  advantageous  places  with 

feats  of  turf,  indicating  the  content  and  fatisfa&ion  of  the  pofleifor 

in  the  lot  Providence  has  given  him. 

In  the  church  yard  are  feveral  grave- (hones  of  great  antiquity, 
with  figure^  of  a  warrior,  each  furnifhed  with  a  fgear,  or  two-hand¬ 
ed  j 
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eel  fword  :  on  fome  are  reprefentations  of  the  chafe  ;  on  others,  ele¬ 
gant  fret- work-,  and  on  one,faid  to  be  part  of  the  coffin  of  a  McGregor , 
is  a  fine  running  pattern  of  foliage  and  flowers,  and  excepting  the 
figures,  all  in  good  tafte. 

On  an  eminence  on  the  South  fide  of  this  vale  dwells  M‘Nabb,  a 
fmith,  whofe  family  have  lived  in  that. humble  flation  fmee  the  year 
1440,  being  always  of  the  fame  profelnon.  The  firft  of  the  line* 
was  employed  by  the  Lady  of  Sir  Duncan  Campbell ,  who  built  the 
cable  of  Kilchurn  when  her  hufband  was  on  a  croifade :  fome  of 
their  tombs  are  in  the  church  yard  0 f  Glen-Urqhie  \  the  oldeit  has  a 

hammer  and  other  implements  of  his  trade  cut  on  it.  At  this  place 

% 

I  was  favored  with  feveral  Highland  proverbs,  inferred  in  the  Ap¬ 
pendix.  After  break  faff,  at  a  good  inn  near  the  village,  was  there 
prefen t  at  a  chriftening,  and  became  fponfor  to  a  little  Highlander , 
by  no  other  ceremony  than  receiving  him  for  a  moment  into  my 
arms :  this  is  a  mere  ad  of  friendfhip,  and  no  efifential  rite  in  the 
church  of  Scotland . 

Purfue  my  journey,  and  have  a  fine  view  of  the  meanders  of  the 
river  before  its  union  with  Loch- Aw  :  in  an  ifle  in  the  beginning 

astle  of  of  lake  *s  the  cable  of  Kilchurn,  which  had  been  inhabited  by 
ilchurn.  t|ie  prefen t  Lord  Breadalbane9 s  granfather.  The  great  tower  was 
repaired  by  his  Lordfhip,  and  garrifoned  by  him  in  1745,  for  the 
fervice  of  the  Government,  in  order  to  prevent  the  Rebels  from 
making  ufe  of  that  great  pafs  crofs  the  kingdom  j  but  is  now  a  ruin, 
having  lately  been  (truck  by  lightening. 

At  a  place  called  Hamilton's  Pafs,  in  an  inftant  burft  on  a  view 
Loch- Aw.  of  the  lake,  which  makes  a  beautiful!  appearance  ;  is  about  a  mile 
broad,  and  (hews  at  left  ten  miles  of  its  length.  This  water  is 

prettily 
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prettily  varied  with  iiles,  fome  fo  fmall  as  merely  to  peep  above  the 
furface ;  yet  even  thefe  are  tufted  with  trees  *,  fome  are  large  enough 
to  afford  hay  and  pafturage ;  and  in  one,  called  Inch-hail ,  are  the 
remains  of  a  convent*.  On  Fraoch-Eldn -f*  the  Hejperides  of  the 
Highlands,  are  the  ruins  of  a  cable.  The  fair  Mcgo  longed  for 
the  delicious  fruit  of  the  ifle,  guarded  by  a  dreadfull  ferpent :  the 
hero  Fraoch  goes  to  gather  it,  and  is  deftroyed  by  the  monfter. 
This  tale  is  fung  in  the  Erfe  ballads,  and  is  tranflated  and  publifhed 
in  the  manner  of  Fingal. 

The  whole  extent  of  Loch-Aw  is  thirty  miles,  bounded  on  the 
north  by  Lorn ,  a  portion  of  Argylejhire ,  a  fertile  country,  prettily 
wooded  near  the  water-fide.  On  the  N.  E.  are  vaft  mountains :  a- 
mong  them  Cruachan  J  towers  to  a  great  height  •,  it  riles  from  the 
lake,  and  its  fides  are  (bagged  with  woods  impending  over  it.  At 
its  foot  is  the  difcharge  of  the  waters  of  this  Loch  into  Loch-Etive , 
an  arm  of  the  fea,  after  a  turbulent  courfe  of  a  feries  of  catara&s 
for  the  fpace  of  three  miles.  At  Bunaw ,  near  the  north  end,  is  a 
large  falmon-fifhery  ;  alfo  a  confiderable  iron-foundery,  which  I  fear 
will  foon  devour  the  beautifull  woods  of  the  country, 

*  The  country  people  are  dill  fond  of  burying  h^re.  Infular  interments  are  faid 
to  owe  their  origin  to  the  fear  people  had  of  having  their  friends  corpfes  devoured 
by  wolves  on  the  main  land. 

f  This  ifland  was  granted  by  Alexander  III.  in  1267,  to  Gillcrift  MtNachdan  and 
his  heirs  for  ever,  on  condition  they  Ihould  entertain  the  King  whenever  he  .paired 
that  way, 

t  the  Great  Heap. 
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Pafs  by  Scotftown>  a  Tingle  houfe.  Dine  at  the  little  village  of' 
Cladifh .  About  two  miles  hence,  on  an  eminence  in  fight  of  the 
convent  on  Inch-hail ,  is  a  fpot,  called  Croif-an-t-Jleuchd ,  or  the  crofs 
of  bowing,  becaufe,  in  Popijh  times,  it  was  always  cuftomary  to 
kneel  or  make  obeifance  on  firft  fight  of  any  confec rated  place  *. 

Pafs  between  hills  finely  planted  with  feveral  forts  of  trees,  fuch 
as  Weymouth  pines,  &c.  and  after  a  pidturefque  ride,  reach 

Inveraray  -f ;  the  caftle  the  principal  feat  of  the  Dukes  of  Argyle , 
chief  of  the  Campbells  ;  was  built  by  Duke  Archibald ;  is  quadran¬ 
gular  with  a  round  tower  at  each  corner,  and  in  the  middle  rifes  a 
fquare  one  glazed  on  every  fide  to  give  light  to  the  ftaircafe  and 
galleries,  and  has  from  without  a  mod  difagreeable  effect.  In  the 
attic  ftorv  are  eighteen  good  bed-chambers :  the  ground-floor  was 
at  this  time  in  a  manner  unfurnifhed,  but  will  have  feveral  good 
apartments.  The  caftle  is  built  of  a  coarfe  lapis  ollaris ,  brought 
from  the  other  fide  of  Loch-Fine ,  and  is  the  fame  kind  with  that 
found  in  Norway ,  of  which  the  King  of  Denmark's  palace  at 
Copenhagen  is  built.  Near  the  new  caftle  are  lome  remains  of  the  old. 

This  place  will  in  time  be  very  magnificent :  but  at  prefen t  the 
fpace  between  the  front  and  the  water  is  difgraced  with  the  old  town, 
compofed  of  the  moft  wretched  hovels  that  can  be  imagined.  The 
founder  of  the  caftle  defigned  to  have  built  a  new  town  on  the  weft 
fide  of  the  little  bay  the  houfe  Hands  on  :  he  finifhed  a  few  houfes, 
a  cuftom-houfe,  and  an  excellent  inn  :  his  death  interrupted  the 

*  Druidical  Hones  and  temples  are  called  Clachan ,  churches  having  often  been 
built  on  fuch  places :  to  go  to  Clachan  is  a  common  Erfe  phrafe  forgoing  to  church. 

f  In  the  Galic,  Inner -aora^ 
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completion  of  the  plan,  which,  when  brought  to  perfection,  will 
give  the  place  a  very  different  appearance  to  what  it  now  bears. 

From  the  the  top  of  the  great  rock  Duniquaich  is  a  fine  view  of 
the  caftle,  the  lawn  fprinkled  with  fine  trees,  the  hills  covered  with 
extenfive  plantations,  a  country  fertile  in  corn,  bordering  the  Loch, 
and  the  Loch  itfelf  covered  with  boats.  The  trees  on  the  lawn 
about  the  caftle  are  faid  to  have  been  planted  by  the  Earl  of  Argyle : 
they  thrive  greatly ;  for  1  obferved  beech  from  nine  to  twelve  feet 
and  a  half  in  girth,  pines  nine,  and  a  leffer  maple  between  feven  and 
eight. 

But  the  bufy  fcene  of  the  herring- fifhery  gave  no  fmall  improve¬ 
ment  to  the  magnificent  environs  of  Inveraray.  Every  evening  * 
fome  hundreds  of  boats  in  a  manner  covered  the  furface  of  Loch- 
Fine ,  an  arm  of  the  fea,  which,  from  its  narrownefs  and  from  the 
winding  of  its  fhores,  has  all  the  beauties  of  a  frefh-water  lake  :  on 
the  week-days,  the  chearfull  noife  of  the  bagpipe  and  dance  echoes 
from  on  board  :  on  the  fabbath,  each  boat  approaches  the  land, 
and  pfalmody  and  devotion  divide  the  day  ;  for  the  common  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  North  are  difpofed  to  be  religious,  having  the  example 
before  them  of  a  gentry  untainted  by  luxury  and  difiipation,  and 
the  advantage  of  being  inflruCled  by  a  clergy,  who  are  aClive  in 
their  duty,  and  who  preferve  refpeCt,  amidfl  all  the  difadvantages 
of  a  narrow  income. 

The  length  of  Loch-Fine  from  the  eaftern  end  to  the  point  of  Loch-Fin? 
Lamond ,  is  above  thirty  Scotch  miles  *,  but  its  breadth  fcarce  two 
meafured :  the  depth  from  fixty  to  feventy  fathoms.  It  is  noted 

*  The  iifhery  is  carried  on  in  the  night,  the  herrings  being  then  in  motion. 
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Herrings. 


for  the  vaft  fhoals  of  herrings  that  appear  here  in  July  and  continue 

till  January .  The  higheft  feafon  is  from  September  to  Chriftmas , 

% 

when  near  fix  hundred  boats,  with  four  men  in  each,  are  employed. 
A  chain  of  nets  is  ufed  (forfeveral  are  united)  of  an  hundred  fathoms 
in  length.  As  the  herrings  fwim  at  very  uncertain  depths,  fo  the 
nets  are  funk  to  the  depth  the  fhoal  is  found  to  take :  the  fucceis 
therefore  depends  much  on  the  judgment  or  good  fortune  of  the 
fifhers,  in  taking  their  due  depths ;  for  it  often  happens  that  one 
boat  will  take  multitudes,  while  the  next  does  not  catch  a  fmgle 
iifh,  which  makes  the  boatmen  perpetually  enopiire  of  each  other  a- 
bout  the  depth  of  their  nets,  Thefe  are  kept  up  by  buoys  to  a 
proper  pitch  ;  the  ropes  that  run  through  them  fafcened  with  pegs, 
and  by  drawing  up,  or  letting  out  the  rope  (after  taking  out  the 
pegs)  they  adjuft  their  fituation,  and  then  replace  them.  Some¬ 
times  the  fifh  fwim  in  twenty  fathom  water,  fometimes  in  fifty,  and 
oftentimes  even  at  the  bottom. 

It  is  computed  that  each  boat  gets  about  40 1.  in  the  feafon.  The 
fifli  are  either  faked,  and  packed  in  barrels  for  exportation,  or  fold 
frefli  to  the  country  people,  two  or  three  hundred  horfes  being 
brought  every  day  to  the  water  fide  from  very  diftant  parts.  A  bar¬ 
rel  holds  500  herrings,  if  they  are  of  the  belt  kind ;  at  a  medium, 
700:  but  if  more,  for  fometimes  a  barrel  will  hold  1000,  they 
are  reckoned  very  poor.  The  prefent  price  il.  4s.  per  barrel  ; 
but  there  is  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on  fait  for  thofe  that  are  ex¬ 
ported. 

The  great  rendezvous  of  vefiels  for  the  fiOiery  off  the  weilern  Hies 
is  at  Cambeltown ,  in  Cantyre ,  where  they  clear  out  on  the  12th  of 
September ,  and  fometimes  three  hundred  buifes  are  feen  there  at  a 

time 
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time:  they  mud  return  to  their  different  ports  by  January  13th, 
where  they  ought  to  receive  the  premium  of  2I.  10s.  per  tun  of 
herrings ;  but  it  is  faid  to  be  very  ill  paid,  which  is  a  great  difcou- 
ragement  to  the  fifhery. 

The  herrings  of  Loch-Fine  are  as  uncertain  in  their  migration  as 
they  are  on  the  coaft  of  Wales.  They  had  for  numbers  of  years 
quitted  that  water-,  but  appeared  again  there  within  thefe  dozen 
years.  Such  is  the  cafe  with  the  lochs  on  all  this  weftern  coaft, 
not  but  people  defpair  too  foon  of  rinding  them,  from  one  or  two 
unfuccefsfull  tryals  in  the  beginning  of  the  feafon  *,  perhaps  from 
not  adj ufling  their  nets  to  the  depth  the  fifti  happen  then  to  fwim 
in  :  but  if  each  year  a  fmall  veffel  or  two  was  fent  to  make  a  tho¬ 
rough  tryal  in  every  branch  of  the  fea  on  this  coaft,  they  would 
undoubtedly  find  ftioals  of  fifti  in  one  or  other. 

T unnies  ,*  called  here  Mackrel-Sture ,  are  very  frequently  caught 
in  the  herring  feafon,  which  they  follow  to  prey  on.  They  are 
taken  with  a  ftrong  iron  hook  faftened  to  a  rope  and  baited  with  a 
herring:  as  foon  as  hooked  lofe  all  fpirit,  and  are  drawn  up  with¬ 
out  any  refiftance  :  are  very  active  when  at  liberty,  and  jump  and 
frolick  on  the  furface  of  the  water. 

Croffed  over  an  elegant  bridge  of  three  arches  upon  the  Aray ,  in 
front  of  the  caftle,  and  kept  riding  along  the  fide  of  the  Loch  for 
about  feven  miles  :  faw  in  one  place  a  fhoal  of  herrings,  clofe  to  the 
furface,  perfedtly  piled  on  one  another,  with  a  flock  of  Gulls,  bufi- 
ed  with  this  offered  booty.  After  quitting  the  water- fide  the  road  is 
carried  for  a  confiderable  way  through  the  bottoms  of  naked,  deep 
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and  gloomy  glens.  Afcend  a  very  high  pafs  with  a  little  loch  on 
the  top,  and  defcend  into  Glen-Crow ,  the  feat  of  melancholy,  feldom 
cheared  with  the  rays  of  the  fun.  Reach  the  end  of  Loch-Long ,  an¬ 
other  narrow  arm  of  the  fea,  bounded  by  high  hills,  and  after  a  long 
courfe  terminates  in  the  Firth  of  Clyde. 

Near  this  place  fee  a  houfe,  very  pleafantly  fituated,  belonging 
to  Colonel  Campbell ,  amidft  plantations,  with  fome  very  fertile  bot¬ 
toms  adjacent.  On  afcending  a  hill  not  half  a  mile  farther,  appears 

Loch-Lomond.  North-Britain  may  well  boaft  of  its  waters ; 
for  fo  fhort  a  ride  as  thirty  miles  p refen ts  the  traveller  with  the  view 
of  four  moft  magnificent  pieces.  Loch -Aw ,  Loch-Fine ,  Loch-Long , 
and  Loch-Lomond .  Two  indeed  are  of  fait- water  ^  but,  by  their 
narrownefs,  give  the  idea  of  frefh-water  lakes.  It  is  an  idle  obfer- 
vation  of  travellers,  that  feeing  one  is  the  fame  with  feeing  all  of 
thefe  fuperb  waters  j  for  alrnoft  every  one  I  vifited  has  its  proper 
characters. 

Loch-Leven  is  a  broad  expanfe,  with  ifles  and  cultivated  fhores. 

Loch-Fay  makes  three  bold  windings*  has  fteep  but  Hoping  fhores, 
cultivated  in  many  parts,  and  bounded  by  vaft  hills. 

Loch-Rannoch ,  is  broad  and  ftrait,  has  more  wildnefs  about  it, 
with  a  large  natural  pine  wood  on  its  fouthern  banks. 

Loch-Fumel  is  narrow,  confined  by  the  Hoping  Hides  of  fteep  hills, 
and  has  on  its  Weftern  limits  a  flat,  rich,  wooded  country,  watered 
by  a  moft  ferpentine  ftream. 

The  Loch  of  Spinie  is  almoft  on  a  flat,  and  its  ftdes  much  in¬ 
dented. 

Loch-Moy  is  fmall,  and  has  foft  features  on  its  banks,  amidft 
Hide  environs* 
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Loch-Nefs '  is  ftrait  and  narrow ;  its  fliores  abound  with  a  wild 

/ 

magnificence,  lofty,  precipitous  and  wooded,  and  has  all  the  great- 
nefs  of  an  Alpine  lake. 

Loch-Oich  has  lofty  mountains  at  a  fmall  diflance  from  its  bor¬ 
ders  ;  the  fliores  indented,  and  the  water  decorated  with  i fie s . 

Loch-LGchy  wants  the  iftes  j  its  fhores  flope,  and  feveral  flraiths 
terminate  on  its  banks. 

Loch- Aw  is  long  and  waving:  its  little  ifles  tufted  with  trees, 
and  juft  appearing  above  the  water,  its  two  great  feeds  of  water  at 
each  extremity,  and  its  fingular  lateral  difcharge  near  one  of  them, 
fufficiently  mark  this  great  lake. 

Loch-Lomond ,  the  laft,  the  moft  beautiful!  of  the  Caledonian 
lakes.  The  firft  view  of  it  from  Larhat  prefents  an  extenfive  fer- 
pentine  winding  amidft  lofty  hills  *,  on  the  north,  barren,  black 
and  rocky,  which  darken  with  their  fhade  that  contracted  part  of 
the  water.  Near  this  gloomy  tradt,  beneath  Craig  Rofton ,  was  the 
principal  feat  of  the  Gregors,  a  murderous  clan,  infamous  for 
exceftes  of  all  kinds ;  at  length,  for  a  horrible  maftacre  of  the  Col- 
quhGttns *,  or  Cahouns ,  in  1602,  were  profcribed,  and  hunted  down 
like  wild  beafts  ;  their  very  name  fupprefted  by-  a£t  of  council ;  fo 
that  the  remnant,  now  difperfed  like  Jews,  dare  not  even  fign  it  to 
any  deed.  Their  pofterity  are  ftill  faid  to  be  diftinguiflied  among 
the  clans  in  which  they  have  incorporated  themfelves,  not  only  by 
the  rednefs  of  their  hair,  but  by  their  ftiil  retaining  the  mifchievous 
difpofitions  of  their  anceftors. 

On  the  weft  fide,  the  mountains  are  cloathed  near  the  bottoms 
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with  woods  of  oak  quite  to  the  water  edge  ^  their  fu  mm  its  lofty, 
naked  and  craggy. 

On  the  eaft  fide,  the  mountains  are  equally  high,  but  the  tops 
form  a  more  even  ridge  parallel  to  the  lake,  except  where  Ben-Lo- 
mond*9  like  Saul  amidft  his  companions,  overtops  the  ref!:.  The 
upper  parts  were  black  and  barren  *,  the  lower  had  great  marks  of 
fertility,  or  at  left  of  induftry,  for  the  yellow  corn  was  finely  con- 
traded  with  the  verdure  of  the  groves  intermixed  with  it. 

Grampian  This  eaftern  boundary  is  part  of  the  Grampian  hills,  which  ex- 

hills. 

tend  from  hence  through  the  counties  of  Perth ,  Angus ,  Mearns , 
and  Aberdeen .  They  take  their  name  from  only  a  ftngle  hill,  the 
Mons  Grampius  of  Facitus ,  where  Galgacus  waited  the  approach  of 
Agricola ,  and  where  the  battle  was  fought  fo  fatal  to  the  brave  Ca¬ 
ledonians.  Antiquarians  have  not  agreed  upon  the  particular  fpot; 
but  Mr.  Gordon  f  places  it  near  Comrie ,  at  the  upper  end  of  Straith - 
ern,  at  a  place  to  this  day  called  Galgachan  Moor .  But  to  return. 

The  road  runs  fometimes  through  woods,  at  others  is  expofed 
and  naked  ;  in  fome,  fo  deep  as  to  require  the  fupport  of  a  wall ; 
the  whole  the  work  of  the  foldiery  :  bleffed  exchange  of  inftruments 
of  deftrudfion  for  thofe  that  give  fafety  to  the  traveller,  and  a  po- 
lifti  to  the  once  inacceflible  native. 

Two  great  headlands  covered  with  trees  feparate  the  firft  fcene 
from  one  totally  different  \  the  laft  is  called  the  Point  of  Firkin* 
On  paTing  this  cape  an  expanfe  of  water  burfts  at  once  on  your 

*  Its  height  is  3240  feet. 

r  * 

f  Itin.  Septent .  39.  The  reafons  againft  the  opinion  of  this  able  antiquary 
Vill  be  given  ift  the  other  volumes, 
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eye,  varied  with  all  the  fofter  beauties  of  nature.  Immediately  be¬ 
neath  is  a  flat  covered  with  wood  and  corn  :  beyond,  the  headlands 
flretch  far  into  the  water,  and  confift  of  gentle  rifings ,  many  have 
their  furfaces  covered  with  wood,  others  adorned  with  trees  loolely 
fcattered  either  over  a  fine  verdure,  or  the  purple  bloom  of  the  heath. 
Numbers  of  ifiands  are  difperfed  over  the  lake  of  the  fame  elevated 
form  as  the  little  capes,  and  wooded  in  the  fame  manner ;  others 
juft  peep  above  the  furface,  and  are  tufted  with  trees  j  and  numbers 
are  fo  difpofed  as  to  form  magnificent  viftos  between. 

Oppofite  Lufs ,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  fhore,  is  a  mountainous 
file  almoft  covered  with  wood  *,  is  near  half  a  mile  long,  and  has  a 
moft  fine  effedt.  I  could  not  count  the  number  of  ifiands,  but  was 
told  there  are  twenty-eight :  the  largeft  two  miles  long,  and  flocked 

with  Deer. 

The  length  of  this  charming  lake  is  24  Scotch  miles  its  greateft 
breadth  eight :  its  greateft  depth,  which  is  between  the  point  of 
Firkin  and  Ben-Lcmond ,  is  a  hundred  and  twenty  fathoms.  Befides 
the  fifii  common  to  the  Lochs  are  Guiniads ,  called  here  Foans . 

At  this  time  were  living  at  the  little  village  of  Lufs  the  following 
perfons,  moft  amazing  inftances  of  cotemporary  longevity ;  and 
perhaps  proofs  of  the  uncommon  healthinefs  of  the  place.  Thefe 
compofe  the  venerable  lift : 

Rev.  Mr.  James  Robertfon ,  Minifter,  aged  90. 


Mrs.  Robertfon ,  his  wife,  -  -  86. 

Anne  Sharps  their  fervant,  -  94. 

Niel  Macnaughtan ,  Kirk-Officer,  -  86. 

Chriftian  Gay ,  his  wife,  -  94. 

Walter  Maclellan ,  -  -  -  -90. 
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Highlands* 


The  country  from  Lufs  *  to  the  Southern  extremity  of  the  lake 
continually  improves;  the  mountains  fink  gradually  into  fmall  hills; 
the  land  is  highly  cultivated,  well  planted,  and  well  inhabited.  I 
was  ft  ruck  with  rapture  at  a  fight  fo  long  new  to  me  :  it  would 
have  been  without  alloy,  had  it  not  been  daftied  with  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  whether  the  mountain  virtue,  hofpitality,  would  flourifti  with 
equal  vigor  in  the  fofter  fcenes  I  was  on  the  point  of  entering  on ; 
for  in  the  Highlands  every  houfe  gave  welcome  to  the  traveller. 

On  the  road  fide  near  Lufs  is  a  quarry  of  molt  excellent  ftates. 
And  near  the  fide  of  the  lake,  about  a  mile  or  two  farther,  is  a.great 
heap  of  ftones  in  memory  of  St.  Mac-Keffog y  Rifhop  and  Confeftbr, 
who  fuftered  martyrdom  there  A.  D.  520,  and  was  buried  in 
Comftraddan  church. 

The  vale  between  the  end  of  the  lake  and  Dunbarton  is  unfpeak- 
ably  beautifull,  very  fertile,  and  finely  watered  by  the  great  and 
rapid  river  Levin ,  the  difcharge  of  the  lake,  which,  after  a  ftiort 
courfe,  drops  into  the  Firth  of  Clyde  below  Dunbarton:  there  is 
fear cely  a  fpot  on  its  banks  but  w7hat  is  decorated  with  bleacheries, 
plantations  and  villas .  Nothing  can  equal  thecontraft  in  this  day’s 
journey,  between  the  black  barren  dreary  glens  of  the  morning 
ride,  and  the  foft  fcenes  of  the  evening,  iflands  worthy  of  the  retreat 
of  Armida,  and  which  Rinaldo  himfelf  would  have  quitted  with  a 
fish. 

Before  I  take  my  laft  leave  of  the  Highlands ,  it  would  be  proper 
to  obferve  that  every  entrance  into  them  is  ftrongly  marked  by 
nature, 

*  A  tolerable  inn  on  the  borders  of  the  lake. 
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On  the  South,  the  narrow  and  wooded  glen  near  Dunkeld  inftant- 
ly  (hews  the  change  of  country. 

On  the  Ead,  the  craggy  pafs  of  Bollitir  gives  a  contracted  ad- 
miffion  into  the  Grampian  hills. 

On  the  North,  the  mountains  near  Loch-Moy  appear  very  near, 
and  form  what  is  properly  dyled  the  threfhold  of  the  country  *,  and 
on  the 

Wed,  the  narrow  road  impending  over  Locb-Lomond  forms  a 
mod  characderidic  entrance  to  this  mountainous  tract. 

But  the  Erfe  or  Galic  language  is  not  confined  within  thefe  li¬ 
mits  ;  for  it  is  fpoken  on  all  Tides  beyond  thefe  mountains.  On  the 
Eadern  coad  it  begins  at  Nairn ;  on  the  Wedern,  extends  over  all 
the  ifles.  It  ceafes  in  the  North  of  Cathnefs ,  the  Orkneys ,  and  the 
Shetland  i  (lands  * ;  but  near  Loch-Lomond ,  is  heard  at  Lufs ,  at 
Buchanan ,  Ead  of  the  lake,  and  at  Rofeneth ,  Wed  of  it. 

The  traveller,  who  has  leifure,  fhould  ride  to  the  eminence  of 

« 

Millegs ,  to  fee  the  rich  profpecd  between  Loch-Lomond  and  the  Clyde. 
One  way  is  feen  part  of  the  magnificent  lake,  Ben-Lomond  and  the 
vaft  mountains  above  Glen-Crow.  On  the  other  hand  appears  a  fine 
reach  of  the  Clyde  enlivened  with  Chipping,  a  view  of  the  pretty 
feats  of  Rofeneth  and  Ardincapel ,  and  the  bufy  towns  of  Port-Glafgow 
and  Greenock. 

Crofs  the  ferry  over  the  Levin  at  Bonn  el ,  and  after  a  ride  of  three 
miles  reach 

*  In  the  Shetland  ijles  are  Hill  fome  remains  of  the  Nor/e,  or  old  Norwegian 
language. 

G  g  2  Dunbarton , 


228  A  TOUR 

Dunbarton.  Dunbarton ,  a  fmall  but  good  old  town,  feated  on  a  plain  near 

the  conflux  of  the  Devin  with  the  Firth  of  Clyde ;  it  confifts  princi¬ 
pally  of  one  large  ftreet  in  form  of  a  crefcent.  On  one  fide  is  the 
Lolbooth ,  and  at  the  South  end  the  church  with  a  fmall  fpire  (leeple; 
it  had  been  collegiate,  was  founded  about  1450  by  Ifabel  Countefs 
of  Lenox  and  Dutchefs  of  Alb  any ,  and  was  dedicated  to  St,  Patrick , 
who  was  born  in  this  county.  The  waites  of  the  town  are  bag¬ 
pipes,  which  go  about  at  nine  o’clock  at  night  and  five  in  the 
morning. 

Its  Castle.  The  caftle  is  feated’a  little  South  of  the  town  on  a  two-headed 

rock  of  a  flupendous  height,  rifing  in  a  firange  manner  out  of  the 
fands,  and  totally  detached  from  every  thing  elfej  is  bounded  on 
one  fide  by  the  Clyde ,  on  the  other  by  the  Levin.  On  one  of  the 
fummits  are  the  remains  of  an  old  light-houfe,  which  fome  fuppofe 
to  have  been  a  Roman  Pharos ;  on  the  other,  the  powder  magazine  : 
in  the  hollow  between  is  a  large  well  of  water  fourteen  feet  deep* 
The  fides  of  the  rocks  are  immenfe  precipices,  and  often  over-hang, 
except  on  the  fide  where  the  Governor’s  houfe  (lands,  which  is  de¬ 
fended  by  wails  and  a  few  cannon,  and  garrifoned  by  a  few  invalids. 
It  fee  ms  to  have  been  often  ufed  as  a  (late  prifon  :  the  Regent 
Morton  was  fecured  there  previous  to  his  tryal.  From  its  natural 
(Irength,  it  was  in  former  times  deemed  impregnable ;  fo  that  the 
defperate  but  fuccefsfull  fcalado  of  it  in  1571  *  may  vie  with  the 
greatefl  attempts  of  that  kind,  with  the  capture  of  the  Numidian 

*  Robertfon's  hiji,  Scotland,  II,  15.  o&avo.  Guthrie's ,  VII.  331. 
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fort  refs,  in  the  Jugurthine  war,  by  Marius ;  or  the  more  horrible 
furprize  of  Fefcamp  *,  by  the  gallant  Bois-rose. 

The  Britons  in  very  early  times  made  this  rock  a  fortyefs ;  for 
it  was  ufual  with  them  after  the  departure  of  the  Romans  to  retreat 
to  the  tops  of  craggy  inaccellible  mountains,  to  forefts,  and  to  rocks 
on  the  fnores  of  the  lea  :  but  Boethius  makes  the  Scots  pofiefied  of  it 
fome  ages  prior  to  that,  and  pretends  that  it  refilled  all  the  efforts 
of  Agricola ,  who  laid  liege  to  it.  It  certainly  may  clame  a  right  to 
great  antiquity,  for  Bede  declares  it  to  have  been  the  bed  fortified 
city  the  Britons  had  during  his  days.  Its  antient  name  was  Alcluid , 
or  Arcluid ,  or  the  place  on  the  Quid .  But  in  after-times  it  acquired 
the  name  of  Dun-Britton ,  being  the  lad  place  in  thefe  parts  held  by 
the  Britons  agai nd  the  u furping  Saxons.  In  756,  reduced  by  fa¬ 
mine,  it  was  furrendered  to  Edhert  King  of  Northumberland . 

From  the  fummits  of  this  rock  is  a  fine  view  of  the  country,  of 
.the  town  of  Dunbarton ,  the  river  Levin ,  the  Firth  of  Qyde  (the 
Glota  of  L acitus )  here  a  mile  broad,  and  of  the  towns  of  Greenock 
and  Port-Glafgow ,  on  the  oppofite  fhore.  The  bufmefs  of  this 
country  is  the  fpinning  of  thread,  which  is  very  confiderable. 

There  is  alfo  a  great  falmon-fiiliery  :  but  in  this  populous  country,  pISH 

fo  great  is  the  demand  for  them  that  none  can  be  fpared  for  curing. 

Gilfes  come  up  the  river  in  June ,  and  continue  in  plenty  about 
twenty  days  *,  and  many  Salmon  Trout  are  taken  from  March  to 
July.  Phinocs,  called  here  Yellow  Fins,  come  in  July,  and  conti¬ 
nue  about  the  fame  fpace  of  time  as  the  Gilfes  :  the  filhermen  call 
them  the  young  of  fome  great  Sea  Trout.  During  May9  Parrs 

*  Sull/s  Memoirs,  VoL  I.  Book  VI. 
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appear  in  fuch  numbers  in  the  Levin ,  that  the  water  feems  quite 
animated  with  them.  There  are  befides  in  that  river,  Perch  and  a 
few  Loans  *. 

Pafs  by  the  ruins  of  Dunglas  caftle,  near  the  banks  of  the  Clyde , 
which  meanders  finely  along  a  rich  plain  full  of  barley  and  oat$, 
and  much  inclofed  with  good  hedges,  a  rarity  it!  North  Britain. 
At  a  diftance  are  fome  gentle  rifings,  interfperfed  with  woods  and 
villas  belonging  to  the  citizens  of  Glafgow.  Crofs  the  water  of 
Kelvin  at  the  village  of  Par  tic ,  and  foon  after  reach 

Glasgow.  The  belt  built  of  any  modern  fecond-rate  city  1  ever 
faw  :  the  houfes  of  fione,  and  in  a  good  tafte.  The  principal  ftreet 
runs  Eail  and  Weft,  and  is  near  a  mile  and  a  half  long ;  but  un¬ 
fortunately,  is  not  ftrait.  The  Lolhooth  is  large  and  handfome. 
Next  to  that  is  the  Exchange  :  within  is  a  fpatious  room  with  full- 
length  portraits  of  all  our  monarchs  fince  James  I. ;  and  an  excellent 
one,  by  Ram  fay,  of  Archibald  Duke  of  Argyle ,  in  a  Judge’s  robe. 
Before  the  Exchange  is  a  large  equeftrian  ftatue  of  King  William . 
This  is  the  broadeft  and  fineft  part  of  the  ftreet :  many  of  the  houfes 
are  built  over  piazzas,  but  too  narrow  to  be  of  much  fervice  to 
walkers.  Numbers  of  other  ftreets  crofs  this  at  right  angles,  and 
are  in  general  well  built. 

The  market-places  are  great  ornaments  to  this  city,  the  fronts 
being  done  in  a  very  fine  tafie,  and  the  gates  adorned  with  columns 
of  one  or  other  of  the  orders.  Some  of  thefe  markets  are  for  meal, 


*  At  Dunbar  ten  I  was  informed  by  perfons  of  credit,  that  Swallows  have  often 
been  taken  in  midwinter,  in  a  torpid  hate,  out  of  the  fteeple  of  the  church,  and 
,alfo  out  of  a  fand-bank  over  the  river  Endrich ,  near  Loch-Lomond. 
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greens,  fiffi,  or  fleffi.  There  are  two  for  the  laft  which  have  con¬ 
duits  out  of  feveral  of  the  pillars  ;  fo  that  they  are  conftantly  kept 
fweet  and  clean. 

Near  the  meal-market  is  a  publick  granary,  to  be  filled  on  any 
apprehenfion  of  fcarcenefs. 

The  guard-houfe  is  in  the  great  fireet,  which  is  kept  by  the  in¬ 
habitants,  who  regularly  do  duty.  An  excellent  police  is  obferved 
here,  and  proper  officers  attend  the  markets  to  prevent  any  a- 
bufes. 

The  old  bridge  over  the  Clyde  confifts  of  eight  arches,  and  was 
built  400  years  ago  by  Biffiop  Rea ;  two  others  are  now  building. 
The  tide  flows  three  miles  higher  up  the  country ;  but  at  low  water 
is  fordable.  There  is  a  plan  for  deepening  the  channel  *,  for  at 
prefent  the  tide  brings  up  only  very  fmall  vefiels ;  and  the  ports 
belonging  to  this  city  lie  feveral  miles  lower,  at  Port-Glafgow  and 
Greenock ,  on  the  fide  of  the  Firth. 

Near  the  bridge  is  a  large  alms-houfe,  a  vaft  nailery,  a  Hone- 
ware  manufacture,  and  a  great  porter  brewery,  which  fupplies  fome 
part  of  uninduftrious  Ireland.  Within  fight,  on  the  South  fide, 
are  collieries ;  and  much  coal  is  exported  into  the  laft-mentioned 
ifland,  and  into  America. 

The  great  imports  of  this  city  are  tobacco  and  fugar :  of  the 
former,  above  40,000  hogfheads  have  been  annually  imported, 
and  molt  part  of  it  again  exported  into  France  and  other  countries. 
The  manufactures  here  are  linnens,  cambricks*,  lawns,  tapes, 

*  The  greateft  cambrick  manufacture  is  now  at  Paijly ,  a  few  miles  from  this 
city, 
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fuffians,  -  and  ftriped  linnens  5  fa  that  it  already  begins  to  rival 
Manchefter ,  and  has  in  point  of  the  conveniency  of  its  ports,  in 
refped  to  America, ,  a  great  advantage  over  it. 

The  College  is  a  large  building,  with  a  handfome  front  to  the 
flreet,  refembling  fome  of  the  old  colleges  in  Oxford .  Charles  I. 
fubfcribed  200I.  towards  this  work,  but  was  prevented  by  the 
troubles  from  paying  it ;  but  Cromwel  afterwards  fulfilled  the  defign 
of  the  royal  donor.  It  was  founded  in  1450,  by  fames  II.  Pope 
Nicholas  V.  gave  the  hull ,  but  Bifhop  Turnbull  fupplied  the  money. 
There  are  about  400  ftudents  belonging  to  the  college,  who  lodge 
in  the  town :  but  the  Profefibrs  have  good  houfes  in  the  college. 
Young  gentlemen  of  fortune  have  private  tutors,  who  have  an  eye 
to  their  condud ;  the  reft  live  entirely  at  their  own  difcretion. 

The  library  is  a  very  handfome  room,  with  a  gallery  round  it, 
fupported  by  pillars.  That  beneficent  nobleman  the  firft  Duke  of 
Chandos ,  when  he  vifited  the  college,  gave  500I.  towards  building 
this  apartment. 

Mefirs.  Robert  and  Andrew  Foulis ,  printers  and  bookfellers  to 
the  univerfity,  have  inftituted  an  academy  for  painting  and  en¬ 
graving  ;  and  like  good  citizens,  zealous  to  promote  the  welfare  and 
honor  of  their  native  place,  have  at  vaft  expence  formed  a  moft 
numerous  colledion  of  paintings  from  abroad,  in  order  to  form 
the  tafte  of  their  eleves. 

The  printing  is  a  very  confiderable  branch  of  bufmefs,  and  has 
long  been  celebrated  for  the  beauty  of  the  types  and  the  corrednefs 
of  the  editions,  Here  are  preferved  in  cafes  numbers  of  monumental 

and 
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and  other  dones*,  taken  out  of  the  walls  on  the  Roman  ftations  in 
this  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  fome  are  well  cut  and  ornamented  :  mod 
of  them  were  done  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  vexillatio ,  or 
party,  who  performed  fuch  or  fuch  works;  others  in  memory  of 
officers  who  died  in  the  country. 

The  cathedral  is  a  large  pile,  now  divided  into  two  churches : 
beneath,  and  deep  under  ground,  is  another,  in  which  is  alfo  divine 
fervice,  where  the  congregation  may  truely  fay,  clamavi  e  profundi s : 
the  roof  is  fine,  made  of  Hone,  and  fupported  by  pillars ;  but  the 
beauty  much  hurt  by  the  crowding  of  the  pews.  Near  this  is  the 
ruin  of  the  cadle,  or  Bifhop’s  palace. 

The  new  church  is  a  very  handfome  building,  with  a  large  ele¬ 
gant  porch  ;  but  the  outfide  is  much  disfigured  by  a  (lender  fquare 
tower  with  a  pepper-pox  top  :  and  in  general,  the  deeples  of  Glafgow 
are  in  a  remarkable  bad  tafie,  being,  in  fact,  no  favorite  part  of 
architecture  with  the  church  of  Scotland.  The  infide  of  that  juft 
fpoken  of  is  mod  neatly  finifhed,  fupported  by  pillars,  and  very 
prettily  duccoed  :  it  is  one  of  the  very  few  exceptions  to  the  flovenly 
and  indecent  manner  in  which  Prelbytery  keeps  the  houfes  of  God  : 
reformation  in  manners  of  religion  feldom  obferves  mediocrity  :  here 
it  was  outrageous ;  for  a  place  of  worffiip  commonly  neat  was  deem¬ 
ed  to  favor  of  popery  :  but,  to  avoid  the  imputation  of  that  extreme* 
they  run  into  another;  for  in  many  parts  of  Scotland  our  Lord 
feems  dill  to  be  worffiipped  in  a  dable,  and  often  in  a  very  wretched 

*  Several  have  been  engraven  by  the  artifts  of  the  academy.  The  Provoft  of 
the  Univerfity  did  me  the  honor  of  prefenting  me  with  a  fet, 
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one.  Many  of  the  churches  are  thatched  with  heath,  and  in  fome 
places  are  in  fuch  bad  repair  as  to  be  half  open  at  top  j  fo  that 
the  people  appear  to  worfhip,  as  the  Druids  did  of  old,  in  open 
temples. 

Went  to  fee  Hamilton  Houfe,  twelve  miles  diftant  from  Glafgow : 
ride  through  a  rich  and  beautifull  corn  country,  adorned  with  fmall 
woods,  gentlemen’s  feats,  and  well  watered.  Hereabout  I  faw  the 
firft  muddy  dream  fince  I  had  left  Edinburgh  \  for  the  Highland  ri¬ 
vers  running  generally  through  a  bed  of  rock,  or  pure  gravel,  re¬ 
ceive  no  other  teint,  in  the  greateft  floods,  than  the  brown  cryftal- 
line  tinge  of  the  moors,  out  of  which  they  rife. 

See  on  the  Weft,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  road,  the  ruins  of 
Bothwell  caftle,  and  the  bridge,  remarkable  for  the  Duke  of  Mon¬ 
mouth's  victory  over  the  Rebels  in  1679.  The  church  was  collegi¬ 
ate,  founded  by  Archibald  Earl  of  Douglas ,  1398,  and  is,  as  I 
heard  *,  oddly  incrufted  with  a  thin  coat  of  done. 

Hamilton  Houfe,  or  Palace,  as  it  is  called  here,  is  feated  at  the 
end  of  a  fmall  town ;  is  a  large  difagreeable  pile  of  building,  with 
two  deep  wings  at  right  angles  with  the  centre.  The  gallery  is  of 
great  extent,  and  furniftied  (as  well  as  fome  other  rooms)  with  moft 
excellent  paintings :  that  of  Daniel  in  the  Lion’s  den,  by  Rubens , 
is  a  great  performance :  the  fear  and  devotion  of  the  Prophet  is 
finely  expreflfed  by  his  uplifted  face  and  eyes,  his  clafped  hands, 
his  fwelling  mufcles,  and  the  violent  extenflon  of  one  foot :  a  Lion 
looks  fiercely  at  him  with  open  mouth,  and  feems  only  reftrained 
by  the  Almighty  power  from  making  him  fall  a  vi&im  to  his 
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hunger;  and  the  fignal  deliverance  of  Daniel  is  more  fully  marked 
by  the  number  of  human  bones  fcattered  over  the  floor,  as  if  to 
fhew  the  inftant  fate  of  others,  in  whofe  favor  the  Deity  did  not 
interfere. 

The  marriage-feafl,  by  Paul  Veronefe ,  is  a  fine  piece;  and  the 
obftinacy  and  refiftance  of  the  intruder,  who  came  without  the 
wedding  garment,  is  ftrongly  exprefled. 

The  treaty  of  peace  between  England  and  Spain ,  in  the  reign  of 
James  I.  by  Juan  de  Pantoxa ,  is  a  good  hiftorical  picture.  There 
are  fix  Envoys  on  the  part  of  the  Spaniards ,  and  five  on  that  of  the 
Englijh ,  with  their  names  infcribed  over  each :  the  EngliJJo  are  the 
Earls  of  Dorfet ,  Nottingham ,  Devonjhire ,  Northampton ,  and  Robert 
Cecil. 

Earls  of  Lauderdale  and  Lanerk  fettling  the  covenant,  both  in 
black,  with  faces  full  of  puritanical  folemnity. 

Several  of  the  Dukes  of  Hamilton.  James  Duke  of  Hamilton , 
with  a  blue  ribband  and  white  rod.  His  fon,  beheaded  in  1649. 
His  brother,  killed  at  the  battle  of  JVorceJier.  The  Duke  who  fell 
in  the  duel  with  Lord  Mohun. 

Fielding ,  Earl  of  Denbigh  * ;  his  hair  grey,  a  gun  in  his  hand, 
and  attended  by  an  Indian  boy.  It  feems  perfectly  to  ftart  from 
the  canvafs,  and  the  adion  of  his  countenance  looking  up  has 

*  The  perfon  who  fhewed  the  houfe  called  him  Governor  of  Jamaica ;  but  that 
mull  be  a  miftake.  If  any  errors  appear  in  my  account  of  any  of  the  pictures,  I 
Hatter  myfelf  it  may  be  excufed ;  for  fometimes  they  were  fhewn  by  fervants ; 
fometimes  the  owners  of  the  houfe  were  fo  obliging  as  to  attend  me,  whom  I  could 
pot  trouble  with  a  number  of  queftions. 
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matchlefs  fpirit.  His  daughter,  and  her  hufband  the  Marquifs  of 
Hamilton . 

Old  Duke  of  Chatelherault ,  in  black,  with  an  order  about  his 
neck. 

Two  half-lengths  in  black;  one  with  a  fiddle  in  his  hand,  the 
other  in  a  grotefque  attitude ;  both  with  the  fame  countenances ; 
good,  but  fwarthy ;  miftakenly  called  David  Rizzo's ;  but  I  could 
not  learn  that  there  was  any  portrait  of  that  unfortunate  man. 

Maria  Dei  Gratia  Scotorum  Regina ,  1586.  At.  43.  a  half-length; 
a  {tiff  figure,  in  a  great  ruff,  auburne  hair,  oval  but  pretty  full 
face,  of  much  larger  and  plainer  features  than  that  at  Caftle  Braan , 
a  natural  alteration  from  the  increafe  of  her  cruel  ufage,  and  of  her 
ill  health;  yet  {till  with  a  refemblance  to  that  portrait.  It  was 
told  me  here,  that  fhe  fent  this  picture,  together  with  a  ring,  to  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton ,  a  little  before  her  execution. 

A  head,  faid  to  be  Anna  Bullen ,  very  handfome,  dreffed  in  a  ruff 
and  kerchief  edged  with  ermine,  and  in  a  purple  gown ;  over  her 
face  a  veil,  fo  tranfparent  as  not  to  conceal 

The  bloom  of  young  delire  and  purple  light  of  love. 

Earl  Morton ,  Regent  of  Scotland . 

The  rough  reformer  John  Knox, 

Lord  Belhaven ,  author  of  the  famous  fpeech  againft  the  union. 

Philip  II.  at  full  length,  with  a  (1  range  figure  of  Fame  bowing 
at  his  feet  with  a  label  and  this  motto,  Pro  merente  adfto . 

About  a  mile  from  the  houfe,  on  an  eminence  above  a  deep 
wooded  glen,  with  the  Avon  at  its  bottom,  is  Chatelherault ;  fo  call¬ 
ed  from  the  eftate  the  family  once  poffefied  in  France :  is  an  elegant 
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banqueting  houfe,  with  a  dog-kennel,  gardens,  &c.  and  commands 
a  fine  view  of  the  country.  The  park  is  now  much  inclofed  :  but 
I  am  told  that  there  are  Hill  in  it  a  few  of  the  breed  of  the  wild 
cattle,  which  Boethius  *  fays  were  peculiar  to  the  Caledonian  foreft, 
were  of  a  fnowy  whitenefs,  and  had  manes  like  lions :  they  were  at 
this  time  in  a  diftant  part  of  the  park,  and  I  loft  the  fight  of  them. 

I  regret  alfo  the  not  being  able  to  vifit  the  falls  of  the  Clyde  near 
Lanerk ,  which  I  was  informed  were  very  romantic,  confiding  of  a 
feries  of  cataradts  of  different  heights  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet,  fome 
falling  in  fheets  of  water,  others  broken,  and  their  fides  bounded 
by  magnificent  rocks  covered  with  trees. 

Returned  to  Glafgow . 

Croffed  the  country  towards  Sterling .  Paffed  through  the  village 
of  Kylfithe ,  noted  for  a  vidtory  gained  by  Montrofe  over  the  Cove¬ 
nanters.  Thro’  a  bog,  where  numbers  of  the  fugitives  perifhed,  is 
now  cutting  part  of  the  canal  that  is  to  join  the  Firths  of  Forth  and 
Clyde.  Saw  the  fpot  where  the  battle  of  Bannockbourne  was  fought* 
in  which  the  Englijh  under  Edward  II.  had  a  fhamefull  defeat. 
Edward  was  fo  allured  of  conquefl  that  he  brought  with  him 
William  Bafton ,  a  Carmelite ,  and  famous  poet,  to  celebrate  his  vic¬ 
tory  ^  but  the  monarch  was  defeated,  and  the  poor  bard  taken  and 
forced  by  the  conqueror,  invitd  minerva ,  to  fing  his  fuccefs,  which 
he  did  in  fuch  lines  as  thefe : 


Wild 

cattle* 


Sept.  ii> 
Kylsithe. 


*  Gignere  folet  ea  fyhoa  hooves  candidijfmos  in  for  mam  Leonis  jubam  habentes ,  carter  or 
manfuetis  fmillimos  verb  adeo  ferosy  &c.  Defer.  Regni  Scotiae,  fol.  xh 
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Hie  capit ,  hie  rapit ,  hie  terit ,  hie  ferity  eeee  dolor es % 

Vox  ton  at ;  ;  £/V  mV ;  /«// ;  arbfo  modo  res. 

Hie  fecat  •,  ;  foV  docet  \  hie  nocet ;  ifte  fugatur : 

Hie  latet ,  £/V  ;  /W  premit ,  hie  gemit  *,  AV  fuperatur . 

At  this  place  that  unfortunate  monarch  James  III,  was  defeated 
by  his  rebellious  fubjedts ;  in  his  flight  fell  down  from  his  horfe, 
and  bruifed  by  his  fall  was  drawn  into  a  neighboring  mill,  and  foon 
after  aflaflinated  by  a  Priett  called  in  to  receive  his  confeflion  and 
afford  him  fpiritual  afiiftance. 

Went  through  the  fmall  town  of  St.  Ninian  %  a  mile  South  of 
Sterling .  The  church  had  been  the  powder-magazine  of  the  Rebels, 
who,  on  their  return,  blew  it  up  in  fuch  hafte,  as  to  deftroy  fome 
of  their  own  people,  and  about  fifteen  innocent  fpedtators. 

Sterling  and  its  cattle,  in  refpedt  of  fituation,  is  a  miniature  of 
Edinburgh  ^  is  placed  on  a  ridged  hill,  or  rock,  rifling  out  of  a  plain, 
having  the  cattle  at  the  upper  end  on  a  high  precipitous  rock. 
Within  its  walls  was  the  palace  of  feveral  of  the  Scotch  Kings,  a 
fquare  building,  ornamented  on  three  Tides  with  pillars  retting  on 
grotefque  figures  projedting  from  the  wall,  and  on  the  top  of  each 
pillar  is  a  ftatue,  feemingly  the  work  of  fancy.  Near  it  is  the  old 
parlement  houfe,  a  vail  room  120  feet  long,  very  high,  with  a 
timbered  roof,  and  formerly  had  a  gallery  running  round  the  infide. 
Below  the  cattle  are  the  ruins  of  the  palace  belonging  to  the  Earls 

*  Apoflle  of  the  Pitts,  fon  of  a  prince  of  the  Cumbrian  Britains ,  converting  the 
Pitls  as  far  as  the  Grampian  hills.  Died  432. 
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of  Mar ,  whofe  family  had  once  the  keeping  of  this  fortrefs.  There 
are  dill  the  Erjkine  arms  and  much  ornamental  carving  on  parts  of 
it.  The  town  of  Sterling  is  inclofed  with  a  wall ;  the  directs  are  ir¬ 
regular  and  narrow,  except  that  which  leads  to  the  cadle.  Here, 
and  at  the  village  of  Bannockbourne ,  is  a  confiderable  manufacture 
of  coarfe  carpets. 

From  the  top  of  the  caftle  is  by  far  the  fined  view  in  Scotland . 
To  the  Eaft  is  a  vaft  plain  rich  in  corn,  adorned  with  woods,  and 
watered  with  the  river  Forth ,  whofe  meanders  are,  before  it  reaches 
the  fea,  fo  frequent  and  fo  large,  as  to  form  a  multitude  of  mod 
beautifull  peninfulas ;  for  in  many  parts  the  windings  approximate 
fo  clofe  as  to  leave  only  a  little  ifthmus  of  a  few  yards.  In  this 
plain  is  an  old  abby,  a  view  of  Alloa,  Clackmannan ,  Falkirk ,  the 
Firth  of  Forth ,  and  the  country  as  far  as  Edinburgh.  On  the  North, 
the  Ochil  hills,  and  the  moor  where  the  battle  of  Dumblain  was 
fought.  To  the  Wed,  the  ftraith  of  Menteith ,  as  fertile  as  the  Eaft- 
ern  plain,  and  terminated  by  the  Highland  mountains,  among 
which  the  fummit  of  Ben-Lomond  is  very  confpicuous. 

The  Sylva  Caledonia ,  or  Caledonian  Foreft,  begun  a  little  North 
of  Sterlings  and  pafting  through  Menteith  and  Straithern ,  extended, 
according  to  Boethius ,  as  far  as  Athol  on  one  fide,  and  Lochaber  on 
the  other.  It  is  very  flightly  mentioned  by  the  antients*  ;  but  the 
fuppofed  extent  is  given  by  the  Scottijh  hidorian. 

Lie  at  Falkirk ,  a  large  ill- built  town,  fupported  by  the  great 
fairs  for  black  cattle  from  the  Highlands,  it  being  computed  that 

*  By  Pliny,  lib.  iv.  r.  16.  and  Eumenius ,  in  his  Panegyric  on  ConJlantiusy 
f,  7. 
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24,000  head  are  annually  fold  here.  There  is  alfo  a  great  deal  of 
money  got  here  by  the  carriage  of  goods,  landed  at  Canon  wharf, 
to  Glafgow.  Such  is  the  increafe  of  trade  in  this  country,  that  a- 
bout  twenty  years  ago  not  three  carts  could  be  found  in  the  town, 
and  at  prefent  there  are  above  a  hundred  that  are  fupported  by  their 
intercourfe  with  Glafgow. 

In  the  church-yard,  on  a  plain  ilone,  is  the  following  epitaph  on 
John  de  Graham ,  fly  led  the  right  hand  of  the  gallant  Wallace ,  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Falkirk  in  1298  :  * 


Here  lies  Sir  John  the  Grams  both  wight  and  wife, 

Ane  of  the  chief  relkewit  Scotland  thrife. 

Ane  better  knight  not  to  the  world  was  lent 
Nor  was  gude  Grame  of  trueth,  and  of  hardiment. 

Mente  manuque  potens ,  et  V  a  l  l  je  fidus  Achates 
Conditur  hie  Gramus  hello  interject  us  ah  Anglis. 

22  Julii .  1298. 

Near  this  is  another  epitaph,  occafioned  by  a  fecond  battle  of 
Falkirk ,  as  difgracefull  to  the  Englifh  as  the  other  was  fatal  to  the 
Scots  :  the  fir  ft  was  a  well  difputed  combat ;  the  lafi,  a  pannic  on 
both  fides,  for  part  of  each  army  flew,  the  one  Weft,  the  other 
Eaft,  each  carrying  the  news  of  their  feveral  defeats,  while  the  to¬ 
tal  deftruftion  of  our  forces  was  prevented  by  the  gallant  behaviour 
of  a  brigadier,  who  with  two  regiments  faced  fuch  of  the  rebels  as 

kept  the  field,  and  prevented  any  further  advantages.  The  epitaph 

* 

*  Fought  between  Falkirk  and  Carr  on  works,  at  a  place  called  to  this  day 
Graham's  Moor. 
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I  allude  to  is  in  memory  of  Sir  Robert  Monro  the  worthy  chief¬ 
tain  of  that  loyal  clan,  a  family  which  loft  three  brothers  the  fame 
year  in  fupport  of  the  royal  caufe.  Sir  Robert  being  greatly  wound¬ 
ed  in  the  battle  was  murthered  in  cool  blood,  by  the  Rebels,  with 
his  brother  Dr.  Monro ,  who  with  fraternal  piety  was  at  that  time 
drefllng  his  wounds  :  the  third  was  aflaftinated  by  miftake  for  one 
who  well  deferved  his  death  for  fpontaneous  barbarities  on  High- 


*  Conditur  heic  quod  poterit  mori. 
Roberti  Monro  de  Foulis ,  Eq.  Bar. 
Gentis  fui  Principis 
Militum  Tribuni: 

Vita  in  caftris  curiaque  Britannica 
Honefte  produdta 
Pro  Libertate  religione  Patrise 
In  acie  honeftiffime  defundta 
Prope  Falkirk  Jan.  xviii.  1746.  62. 

Virtutis  confiliique  fama 
In  Montanormn  cohortis  Praefe£tura 
Quamdiu  praelium  Fonton^um  memorabitur 

Perduratura; 

Ob  amicitiam  et  fidem  amicis 
Humanitatum  clementiamque  adverfariis 
Benevolentiam  bonitatemque  omnibus, 
Trucidantibus  etiam. 

In  perpetuum  dcfideranda. 
Duncanus  Monro  de  Obfdale ,  M.  D.  59. 
Frater  Fratrem  linquere  fugiens, 
Saucium  curans,  idtus  inermis 
ComiTioriens  cohonellat  Urnam. 


I  i 


landers 


242 


Iron 

FOUNDERIES. 


Arthur’s 

oven. 


A  T  O  U  R 

landers  approaching  according  to  p.oclamation  to  furrender  their 
arms. 

I  have  very  often  mentioned  fields  of  battles  in  this  part  of  the' 
kingdom ;  fcarce  a  fpot  has  efcaped  unflained  with  gore ;  for  had 
they  no  publick  enemy  to  contend  with,  the  Scots,  like  the  h  Teljh 
of  old,  turned  their  arms  again  ft  each  other. 

Carron  iron-works  lie  about  a  mile  from  Falkirk ,  and  are  the 
greateft  of  the  kind  in  Europe :  they  were  founded  about  eight  years 
ago,  before  which  there  was  not  a  fingle  houfe,  and  the  country  a 
mere  moor.  At  prefent,  the  buildings  of  all  forts  are  of  vaft  ex¬ 
tent,  and  above  twelve  hundred  men  are  employed.  The  iron  is 
fmelted  from  the  ffone,  then  caft  into  cannon,  pots,  and  all  forts  of 
utenfils  made  in  founderies.  This  work  has  been  of  great  fervice 
to  the  country,  by  teaching  the  people  induftry  and  a  method  of 
fetting  about  any  fort  of  labor,  which  before  the  common  people 
had  fcarce  any  notion  of. 

Carron  wharf  lies  on  the  Forth ,  and  is  not  only  ufefull  to  the 
works,  but  of  great  fervice  even  to  Glafgow ,  as  confiderable  quan¬ 
tities  of  goods  deflined  for  that  city  are  landed  there.  The  canal 
likewife  begins  in  this  neighborhood,  which,  when  effected,  will 
prove  another  benefit  to  thefe  works. 

At  a  fmall  diflance  from  the  founderies,  on  a  little  rifing  above 
the  river  Carron ,  flood  that  celebrated  antiquity  called  Arthur's, 
Oven,  which  the  ingenious  Mr.  Gordon *  fuppofes  to  have  been  a 


*  Itin .  Septentr.  p.  24.  tah.  iv.  As  the  book  is  very  fcarce,  I  have  taken  the 
liberty  of  having  that  plate  copied  into  this  work. 
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facellum ,  or  little  chapel,  a  repofitory  for  the  Roman  Infignia ,  or 
ftandards :  but,  to  the  mortification  of  every  curious  traveller,  this 
matchlefs  edifice  is  now  no  more ;  its  barbarous  owner,  a  gothic 
knight,  caufed  it  to  be  demolifhed,  in  order  to  make  a  mill-dam 
with  the  materials,  which,  within  lefs  than  a  year,  the  Naiades ,  in 
refentment  of  the  facrilege,  came  down  in  a  flood  and  entirely  fwept 
away. 

Saw  near  Callendar-FLoute  fome  part  of  Antoninus's  Wall,  or,  as 
it  is  called  here,  Graham's  Dyke*.  The  vallum  and  the  ditch  are 
here  very  evident,  and  both  are  of  a  great  fize,  the  laft  being  forty 
feet  broad  and  thirteen  deep  ;  it  extended  from  the  Firth  of  Forth 
to  that  of  Clyde.)  and  was  defended  at  proper  diftances  by  forts  and 
watch-towers,  the  work  of  the  Roman  legions  under  the  command 
of  Lollius  Urhicus ,  in  the  reign  of  Antoninus  Pius .  According  to 
Mr.  Gordon ,  it  began  at  old  Kirk  Patrick  on  the  Firth  of  Clyde >  and 
ended  two  miles  Weft  of  Abercorn ,  on  the  Firth  of  Forth ,  being  in 
length  36  miles,  887  paces. 

Paded  thro’  Burr owft one fs ,  a  town  on  the  Firth,  inveloped  in 
fmoke  from  the  great  falt-pans  and  vaft  collieries  near  it.  The 
town-houfe  is  built  in  form  of  a  caftle.  There  is  a  good  quay, 
much  frequented  by  Ihipping  ;  for  considerable  quantities  of  coal 


*  So  called  from  Graham,  who  i  laid  to  have  firft  made  a  breach  in 
this  wall  foon  after  the  retreat  of  th  A  Romans  out  of  Britain .  Vide  Boethius , 
cxxxi. 

I  i  2 


Sept.  12. 
Graham’s 

DYKE. 


are 


A  TOUR 


are  lent  from  hence  to  London :  and  there  are  befides  fome  Greenland 
fhips*  belonging  to  the  town. 

Ride  near  Abercorn ,  called  by  Bede  the  monaftery  of  Abercurnig  ; 
of  which  no  mention  is  made  in  the  accounts  of  the  Scotch  religious 
houfes :  nor  has  there  been  for  many  centuries  the  left  remains ; 
for  Buchanan  fays  that  *  none  of  any  kind  were  to  be  met  with  even 
in  his  time ;  except  the  ruins  of  a  tower  belonging  to  the  JDouglafes. 

Hopeton--  Reach  Hopeton- Houfe^  the  feat  of  the  Earl  of  Hopeton i  a  houfe 
begun  by  Sir  William  Bruce ,  and  finifhed  by  Mr.  Adams :  is  the 
handfomeft  I  faw  in  North  Britain :  "the  front  is  enriched  with  pi- 
lafters  j  the  wings  at  fome  diftance  joined  to  it  by  a  beautifull  colo- 
nade :  one  wing  is  the  ftables,  the  other  the  library.  In  the  laft 
is  a  fingle  piece  of  lead  ore  weighing  five  tuns,  got  out  of  his  Lord- 
fhip’s  mines  at  the  Lead-hills . 

The  great  improvements  round  the  houfe  are  very  extenfive  ;  but 
the  gardens  are  ftill  in  the  old  tafte :  trees  and  fhrubs  fucceed  here 
greatly  *,  among  others  were  two  Portugal  laurels  thirty  feet  high. 
Nothing  can  equal  the  grandeur  of  the  approach  to  the  houfe,  or 
the  profpeft  from  it.  The  fttuation  is  bold,  on  an  eminence,  com¬ 
manding  a  view  of  the  Firth  of  Forth ,  bounded  on  the  North  by 
the  county  of  Fife  y  the  middle  is  chequered  with  iftands,  fuch  as 


*  This  year  the  whale- fiihery  began  to  revive  ;  which  for  a  few  years  pail  had 
been  fo  unfuccefsfull,  that  feveral  of  the  adventurers  had  thoughts  of  difpoiing  of 
their  ihips.  Perhaps  the  whales  had  till  this  year  deferted  thofe  feas ;  for  Marten , 
p.  185  of  his  voyage  to  Spitsbergen,  remarks,  “  That  thefe  animals,  either  weary 
“  of  their  place,  or  fenfible  of  their  own  danger,  do  often  change  their  har- 
hours.” 
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Garvey ,  Inch  Keith  *,  and  others ;  and  to  the  South-Eaft  is  a  vaft 
command  of  Eaft  Lothian ,  and  the  terminating  objedl:  the  great  co¬ 
nic  hill  of  North  Berwick . 

The  whole  ride  from  Sterling  to  Queen's -Ferry  (near  Hopeton - 
Houfe)  is  not  to  be  paralleled  for  the  elegance  and  variety  of  its 
profpe&s :  the  whole  is  a  compofition  of  all  that  is  great  and  beau- 
tifull :  towns,  villages,  feats,  and  antient  towers,  decorate  each 
bank  of  that  fine  expanfe  of  water  the  Firth  ;  while  the  bufy  fcenes 
of  commerce  and  rural  ceconomy  are  no  fmall  addition  to  the  dill 
life.  The  lofty  mountains  of  the  Highlands  form  a  diftant  but 
auguft  boundary  towards  the  North-Weft;  and  the  Eaftern  view 
is  enlivened  with  ftiips  perpetually  appearing  or  vanishing  amidft 
the  numerous  iftes. 

Pafs  by  Queen' s-F erry  •,  fall  into  the  Edinburgh  road,  and  finifti, 
this  evening,  in  that  capital,  a  moft  agreeable  and  prolperous  Tour. 
It  was  impoftible  not  to  recall  the  idea  of  what  I  had  feen ;  to  ima¬ 
gine  the  former  condition  of  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  to  com¬ 
pare  it  with  the  prefent  ftate,  and  by  a  fort  of  fecond-fight  make  a 
probable  conje&ure  of  the  happy  appearance  it  will  a  flu  me  in  a 


*  This  ihe  is  oppofite  Leith .  By  order  of  council,  in  1497,  all  venereal  pa¬ 
tients  in  the  neighborhood  were  tranfported  there,  Ne  quid  detrimenti  res  puhlica 
caperet.  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  diforder,  which  was  thought  to  have  appeared 
in  Europe  only  four  years  before,  fhould  make  fo  quick  a  progrefs.  The  horror 
of  a  difeafe,  for  which  there  was  then  fuppofed  to  be  no  cure,  mult  have  occafion- 
ed  this  attention  to  Hop  the  contagion  ;  for  even  half  a  century  after,  one  of  the 
fill  monarchs  of  Europe ,  Francis  I.  fell  a  vi&im  to  it.  The  order  is  fo  curious 
that  we  have  given  it  a  place  in  the  Appendix. 
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Very  few  years.  Nor  could  I  forbear  repeating  the  prophetic  lines * 

of  Aaron  Hill ,  who  feemed  feized  with  a  like  reverie  : 

\ 

Once  more  !  O  North,  I  view  thy  winding  Ihores, 

Climb  thy  bleak  hills  and  crofs  thy  dulky  moors. 

Impartial  view  thee  with  an  heedfull  eye. 

Yet  hill  by  nature,  not  by  cenfure  try. 

England  thy  filler  is  a  gay  coquet. 

Whom  art  enlivens,  and  temptations  whet : 

Rich,  proud,  and  wanton,  Ihe  her  beauty  knows, 

And  in  a  confcious  warmth  of  beauty  glows  : 

Scotland  comes  after  like  an  unripe  fair. 

Who  fighs  with  anguifh  at  her  filler’s  air ; 

Unconfcious,  that  lhe’11  quickly  have  her  day. 

And  be  the  toall  when  Albion's  charms  decay. 


Sept.  18.  After  a  few  days  experience  of  the  fame  hofpitality  in  Edinburgh 
that  I  had  met  with  in  the  Highlands,  I  continued  my  journey 
South,  through  a  rich  corn  country,  leaving  the  Pentland  hills  to 
the  Weft,  whofe  fides  were  covered  with  a  fine  turf.  Before  I 
reached  Crook ,  a  fmall  village,  the  country  grew  worfe :  after  this 
it  afliimed  a  Highland  appearance,  the  hills  were  high,  the  vales 
narrow,  and  there  was  befides  a  great  fcarcity  of  trees,  and  hardly 
any  corn ;  inftead,  was  abundance  of  good  pafturage  for  fheep, 
there  being  great  numbers  in  thefe  parts,  which  fupply  the  North 
of  England .  The  roads  are  bad,  narrow,  and  often  on  the  edges 

/ 

#  Written  on  a  window  in  North  Britain, 
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of  precipices,  impending  over  the  river  Tweed,  here  an  inconfidera- 
ble  dream.  Reach 

Moffat,  a  fmall  neat  town,  famous  foritsfpaws;  one  faid  to 
be  ufefull  in  fcrophulous  cafes,  the  other  a  chalybeate,  which  makes 
this  place  much  reforted  to  in  fummer.  Dodtor  Walker ,  minifter 
of  the  place,  (hewed  me  in  manufcript  his  natural  hiftory  of  the 
weftern  ijles ,  which  will  do  him  much  credit  whenever  he  favors  the 
world  with  it. 

Here  the  unfortunate  nobleman  Lord  Vifcount  Kenmure  fet  up 
the  Pretender’s  (landard  on  the  12th  of  Obfober  1715,  in  fatal  com¬ 
pliance  with  the  importunities  of  the  difaffedled  Lowlanders. 

The  country  between  Moffat  and  Lockerby  is  very  good,  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  downs  and  corn-land,  with  a  few  fmall  woods :  the  country 
grows  quite  fat  and  very  unpleafant :  but  inceffant  rains  throughout 
my  journey  from  Edinburgh ,  rendered  this  part  of  my  tour  both 
difagreeable  and  unedifying.  Crofs  a  fmall  river  called  the  Sark , 
which  divides  the  two  kingdoms,  and  enter  Cumberland. 

About  three  miles  farther  crofs  the  EJk  over  a  handfome  (lone- 
bridge,  and  lie  at  the  fmall  village  of  Longtown .  The  country  is 
very  rich  in  corn,  but  quite  bare  of  trees,  and  very  Hat.  Near  this 
village,  at  Netherby ,  are  the  ruins  of  a  Roman  Ration,  where  (latues, 
weapons  and  coins  are  often  dug  up. 

I  had  not  leifure  to  remark  the  feveral  antiquities  that  Mr. 
Graham  is  poffefied  of:  but  out  of  them  feledt  the  following,  en¬ 
graven  in  the  annexed  plate,  and  in  the  tail  piece  to  the  concluding 
page. 

No.  I.  is  a  figure  in  a  drefs  with  clofe  fleeves,  not  unlike  in  the 

body 


Moffat. 

\ 


A  TOUR 


body  to  a  carter's  frock,  or  what  Montfaucon  calls  fagum  claufum' % 
reaching  down  to  the  heels.  On  one  fide  is  a  boar,  on  the  other  a 
wheel,  and  beneath  that  an  altar :  in  the  left  hand  is  part  of  a 
cornucopia .  The  figure  is  evidently  Gaulijh ,  but  the  hiflory  is  ob- 
fcure :  the  boar  is  often  an  emblem  of  Caledonia  :  the  wheel  a 
known  type  of  Fortune  :  it  is  alfo  a  concomitant  of  two  Saxon  Dei¬ 
ties  -f* ,  of  the  idol  of  the  Sun  and  of  Sealer  ;  and  I  would  chufe  to 
derive  it  from  Germany  or  Gaul  rather  than  from  Rome.  It  feems  a 
Deity  of  fome  barbarous  nation,  but  it  is  a  difficult  talk  to  affign  it 
to  any  one  in  particular.  The  Gauls  and  Germans  were  neighbors  *, 
they  might  in  fome  inftances  have  the  fame  objeCts  of  worfhip.  As 
the  Roman  armies  were  latterly  compofed  of  different  Gaulijh  and 
foreign  nations,  their  Deities  were  introduced  and  intermixed  with 
thofe  of  the  Romans ,  a  mod  fuperftitious  people,  ready  and  accuf- 
tomed  to  adopt  thofe  of  every  country.  We  need  not  wonder  at 
the  variety  of  figures  found  in  this  country,  for  it  appears  from  an 
infcription  J  that  there  had  been  at  Cambeck  a  temple  of  every  nation , 
a  latitudinarian  Pantheon,  fo  that  every  religion  enjoyed  a  liberty  of 
confidence. 

I  conjecture  that  this  figure  was  the  mater.  Deum ,  the  mother  of 
the  gods  of  fome  Gaulijh  or  German  nation,  probably  engraven  after 
their  intercourfe  with  the  Romans ,  for  there  appears  a  mixture  of 


#  III.  part  i.  tab.  xlvii. 

f  Verftegan.  69.  78.  IVormii  Mon.  Dan.  p.  16, 

%  The  infcription  runs  thus . B.  V.  omnium  Gentium  Templmn  olim  vetuftate 

-eonlabfum  JUL.  PITIANUS  P.  P  reftituit. 
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emblem,  Cybele  or  the  mother  of  the  gods  is  often  engraven  with 
a  cornucopia .*  and  Tacitus*  mentions  a  German  people  that  worfhip- 
ped  this  goddefs,  and  ufed  the  boar  as  the  emblem  of  their  fuperfti- 
tion :  which  was  an  amulet,  a  charm  againfi:  all  dangers.  They 
feldom  made  ufe  of  iron  weapons,  but  often  of  clubs.  It  appears  to 
me  that  what  rifes  above  the  boar  is  intended  for  an  inftrument  of  that 
kind.  The  figure  is  deprived  of  its  headj  I  cannot  purfue-  my 
comparifon  with  this  deity  any  farther. 

No.  II.  is  a  fecond  headlefs  figure  refembling  the  former,  only 
that  a  fort  of  fhort  clofe  mantle  covers  the  fhoulders  and  bread:.  It 
has  the  wheel,  altar,  and  cornucopia  \  but  beneath  the  feet  appear 
the  crupezia ,  fuch  as  are  beneath  the  feet  of  the  celebrated  ftatue 
of  the  dancing  Fawn. 

No.  III.  is  a  figure  fitting  in  a  chair  (with  large  elbows),  cloath- 
ed  in  garments  much  plaited  and  folded :  on  the  lap  are  apples  or 
fruits.  Nehalenia ,  a  Zeland  goddefs,  is  reprefented  in  this  attitude -j-, 
and  her  lap  thus  filled :  the  habit  differs,  but  this  deity  might  have 
been  adopted  by  another  nation,  who  dreffed  her  according  to  its 
own  mode. 

No.  IV.  is  a  curious  groupe  of  three  figures  {landing  with  their 
backs  to  a  long  feat  with  elbows.  They  are  habited  in  a  loofe 
Jagum  or  fate,  as  the  Britons  name  it,  reaching  but  little  below  the 
knees :  that  in  the  middle  is  diftinguifhed  by  a  pointed  hap,  and  a 
veffel  filled  whether  with  fruits  or  corn  is  not  very  evident.  Thefe 
may  perhaps  be  the  De*e  matres  of  the  barbarous  nations,  and 

*  De  moribus  Germanorum.  c.  45. 
f  Montfaueon.  II.  part  ii.  p.  443. 
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introduced  here  by  feme  of  the  German  levies  ;  there  having  been 
found  in  Britain  three  altars  dedicated  to  them  by  the  T ungrian 
cohort.  They  were  local  deities,  protedlreffes  of  certain  towns  and 
villages  among  the  Gauls  *  and  Germans ,  by  whom  they  were  tranf- 
ported  into  Britain ,  which  is  acknowledged  in  two  infcriptions* 
where  they  are  called  tranfmariiue.  If  they  were  rural  deities  the 
contents  of  the  cup  is  very  apt.  I  may  remark  that  the  antients  in 
general  were  fond  of  the  number  THREE;  and  the  Gauls  f  are 
known  to  groupe  their  deities  very  frequently  in  triplets ;  a  number 
the  moft  complete  as  it  regards  Beginning ,  Middle ,  and  End. 

The  Vth  figure  is  a  fpecies  of  fhoe  in  all  probability  belonging 
to  the  natives  of  this  ifland ;  and  was  found  in  a  moor  in  Cumber¬ 
land.  It  is  formed  of  one  piece  of  leather ;  and  nicejy  adapted  to 
the  foot.  The  cuoranen  till  very  lately  worn  by  th£.  Highlanders 
was  of  this  nature ;  the  mockajlns  of  the  North  American  nations  are 
not  much  diffimilar:  fo  exactly  does  neceflity  operate  in  diftant 
countries  in  producing  the  fame  inventions. 

The  i ft  figure  in  the  tail  piece  is  drefted  in  its  fagum.  On  the 
right  is  a  veffel  handing  on  two  high  legs  or  fupports.  The  figure 
feems  going  to  fling  in  what  it  holds  in  one  hand :  the  other  leans 
on  fomething  that  refembles  an  ear  of  corn.  This  probably  is  a 
rural  deity  of  fome  barbarous  nation. 

No.  II.  is  a  vidlory  treading  with  one  foot  on  a  globe  :  in  one 
hand  a  mural  crown;  in  the  other  a  palm  branch.  Beneath  the 

*’  Archaelogia .  Vof,  III. 

f  Gordon ..  tab,  xxxvL  xx-xix,  and  xL  Keyjler  Antiq .  Celt *  tab.  xv> 
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crown,  Vic.  Aug.  or  ViffiGria  Augujli .  Mr.  Horfley ,  who  has  en¬ 
graven  this  (lone,  fuppofes  it  to  belong  to  the  emperor  Commodus. 

No,  III.  is  alfo  engraven  by  the  fame  gentleman.  The  upper 
figure  is  that  of  a  Sea  Goat ,  a  chimera ;  the  other  he  fbyles  a  Pegafus , 
and  has  given  it  more  exadl  reprefentation  of  wings  than  are  found 
on  the  fculpture. 

Crofs  the  Eden  to  Carlijle ,  a  pleafant  city,  furrounded  with  walls, 
like  Chefter ,  but  they  are  very  dirty,  and  kept  in  very  bad  repair. 
The  caftle  is  antient,  but  makes  a  good  appearance  at  a  diftance  : 
the  view  from  it  is  fine,  of  rich  meadows,  at  this  time  covered  with 
thoufatids  of  cattle,  it  being  fair-day.  The  Eden  here  forms  two 
branches,  and  infulates  the  ground ;  over  one  is  a  bridge  of  four, 
over  the  other  one  of  nine  arches.  There  is  befides  a  profpedt  of  a 
rich  country^  and  a  diftant  view  of  Cold-fells ,  Crofs -fells  ^  Skiddaw 5 
and  other  mountains. 

The  cathedral*  is  very  imperfedt,  Cromwel  having  pulled  down 
part  to  build  barracks  with  the  materials.  There  remains  fome 
portion  that  was  built  in  the  Saxon  times,  with  very  maffy  pillars 
and  round  arches.  The  reft  is  more  modern,  faid  to  have  been 
built  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  who  had  in  one  part  an  apartment 
to  lodge  in.  The  arches  in  this  latter  building  are  fharp  pointed ; 
the  Eaft  window  remarkably  fine. 

The  manufactures  of  Carlifle  are  chiefly  of  printed  linnens, 
for  which  near  3000 1.  per  annum  is  paid  in  duties.  It  is  alfo 

*  Begun  by  Waller ,  deputy  of  thefe  parts,  under  William  Rufus  ;  but  the  new 
thoir  was  not  founded  till  about  1354. 
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noted  for  a  great  manufacture  of  whips,  which  employs  numbers 
of  children. 

Salmons  appear  in  the  Eden  in  numbers  fo  early  as  the  months 
of  December  and  January ;  and  the  London ,  and  even  Newcaftle 
markets,  are  fupplied  with  early  fifh  from  this  river :  but  it  is  re¬ 
markable  that  they  do  not  vifit  the  EJk  in  any  quantity  till  Aprils 
notwithftanding  the  mouths  of  both  thefe  waters  are  at  a  fmall  dif- 
tance  from  each  other.  I  omitted  in  its  proper  place  an  account 
of  the  Newcajlle  fifhery,  therefore  infert'here  the  little  I  could  coiled: 
relating  to  it.  The  fifh  feldom  appear  in  the  Dyne  till  February: 
there  are  about  24  fifheries  on  the  river,  befides  a  very  confiderable 
were,  and  the  whole  annual  capture  amounts  to  about  36,000  fifh. 
I  was  informed  that  once  the  fifh  were  brought  from  Berwick  and 
cured  at  Newcaftle ;  but  at  prefent,  notwithftanding  all  goes  under 
the  name  of  Newcaftle  Salmon,  very  little  is  taken  there,  in  compa- 
rifon  of  what  is  caught  in  the  T weed. 

The  country  near  Carlifte  confifts  of  fmall  enclofures ;  but  a  little 
farther  on,  towards  Penrith ,  changes  into  coarfe  downs.  On  the 
Eaft,  at  a  diftance,  are  ridges  of  high  hills  running  parallel  to  the 
road,  with  a  good  inclofed  country  in  the  intervening  fpace.  Above 
Penrith  is  a  rich  inclofed  traft,  mixed  with  hedge-row  trees  and 
woods.  On  the  South-Weft,  a  profpedl  of  high  and  craggy  moun¬ 
tains.  After  I  left  Lockerby ,  Nature,  as  if  exhaufted  with  her  la¬ 
bors  in  the  lofty  hills  of  Scotland ,  feemed  to  have  lain  down  and 
repofed  herfelf  for  a  confiderable  fpace  *,  but  here  began  to  rife  again 
with  all  the  fublimity  of  alpine  majefty. 

Penrith  is  an  antient  town,  fe  a  ted  at  the  foot  of  a  hill :  is  a 
great  thoroughfare  for  travellers  ^  but  has  little  other  trade,  except 
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tanning  aqd  a  frnall  manufacture  of  checks.  In  the  church-yard  is 
a  monument  of  great  antiquity,  confiding  of  two  done  pillars 
eleven  feet  fix  inches  high,  and  five  in  circumference  in  the  lower 
part,  which  is  rounded  •,  the  upper  is  fquare,  and  tapers  to  a  point: 
in  the  fquare  part  is  fome  fret- work,  and  the  relievo  of  a  crofs ;  and 
on  the  interior  fide  of  one  is  the  faint  reprefentation  of  fome  animal. 
Both  thefe  dones  are  mortifed  at  their  lower  part  into  a  round  one : 
they  are  about  fifteen  feet  afunder ;  the  fpace  between  them  is  in- 
clofed  on  each  fide  with  two  very  large  but  thin  femicircular  dones  j 
fo  that  there  is  left  a  walk  between  pillar  and  pillar  of  two  feet  in 
breadth.  Two  of  thefe  leffer  dones  are  plain,  the  other  two  have 
certain  figures  at  prefent  fcarce  intelligible. 

Thefe  dones  feem  to  have  been  monumental,  and  are  evidently 
chridian,  as  appears  by  the  crofs  on  the  capital :  fable  fays  that 
they  were  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  Cefarius ,  a  hero  of  gigantic 
ftature,  whofe  body  extended  from  done  to  done  :  but  it  is  probable 
that  the  fpace  marked  by  thele  columns  contained  feveral  bodies* 
or  might  have  been  a  family  fepulchre.  I  mud  here  obferve  that 
fince  the  publication  of  the  former  editions  of  this  book  I  have  had 
opportunity  of  re-examining  thefe  dones,  and  comparing  them 
with  DoCtor  T* odd's  figures  engraven  in  my  XHIth  plate  :  and  am 
convinced  that  they  are  entirely  fictitious ;  and  fuch  is  the  opinion 
of  fome  gentlemen  of  the  place  whom  I  confulted  on  the  occa^ 

fion. 

Not  far  from  thefe  pillars  is  another  called  the  Giant's  thumbs 
live  feet  eight  inches  high,  with  an  expanded  head  perforated  on 
both  fides ;  from  the  middle  the  done  rifes  again  into  a  leffer  head 
rounded  at  top,  but  no  part  has  a  tendency  to  the  figure  of  a  crofr, 
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being  in  no  part  mutilated ;  fo  that  it  is  difficult  to  judge  the  life 
or  defign  of  this  pillar  *. 

The  church  is  very  neat:  the  galleries  fupported  by  twenty 
ftones  each  ten  feet  four  inches  high,  and  four  feet  two  in  circum¬ 
ference.  On  one  of  the  walls  is  this  melancholy  record  of  a  pefti- 
lence  that  waited  the  country  in  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  : 

A.  D.  M.  DXCVIII  ex  gravi  pefie  quae  regionibus  hifee 

incubuit,  obierunt  apud  Penrith  2260.  Kendal  2500 

Richmond  2200.  Carlijle  1196.  -f* 

Poileri 

avortite  vos  et  vivite 

On  confulting  a  very  old  regifter  kept  in  this  parifh  it  appears 
that  the  plague  raged  here  for  fifteen  months  ;  from  the  22d  Septr 
1597  to  5th  Jan  1598.  and  that  only  680  perfons  were  buried  in 
the  parifh  during  that  time.  It  feems  therefore  probable  that 
Penrith  mult  have  been  the  centre  of  fome  particular  diftridl,  and 
that  the  numbers  recorded  on  the  wall  muil  comprehend  all  that 
died  within  that  fpace.  Penrith  now  contains  about  2000  fouls. 
At  a  medium,  63  have  died  annually  the  lafb  ten  years,  or  630  in 
the  whole.  In  the  ten  years  preceding  the  peftilence  there  were 

*  Vide  tab.  hi  of  the  id  and  2d  editions. 

f  It  broke  out  in  Carlijle  Od.  3d.  That  city  in  all  probability  was  much  more 
populous  than  Penrith ,  but  being  on  the  borders  of  Scotland, ,  no  notice  of  any  deaths 
was  taken  except  thofe  in  the  city  and  places  quite  adjacent. 
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only  686  funerals;  fo  that  there  was  no  great  difference  between 
the  number  of  inhabitants  at  that  and  the  prefent  time.  Some 
centuries  previous  to  this  Penrith  had  another  vifitation  of  the  fame 
nature.  When  the  Scots  under  the  Earl  of  Douglas  in  1380  made 
an  inroad  into  Cumberland,  they  furprized  this  place  at  the  time  of 
the  fair*,  and  returned  with  immenfe  booty,  but  fuffered  feverely 
in  confequence,,  for  they  introduced  into  their  country  the  plague 
contracted  in  this  town,  which  fwept  away  one  third  of  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  Scotland  -f. 

The  caftle  is  at  the  fkirts  of  the  town,,  and  now  very  ruinous.  Ca-stur. 

It  appears  not  to  have  been  of  a  high  antiquity;  for  in  a  compro- 
mife  of  certain  differences  between  Henry  III.  and  Alexander  King 
of  Scotland ,  it  was  ftipulated  that  Henry  fhould  grant  to  Alexander 
200  librates  of  land  in  Northumberland  or  Cumberland ,  if  fo  much 
of  Henry's  land  could  be  found  in  any  of  the  places  where  no  caftle 
was  fituated ;  and  Penrith  was  part  of  this  grant.  Richard  Duke 
of  Gloucefter ,  afterwards  Richard  III.  refided  frequently  at  this 
caftle,  and  either  was  the  founder  or  repaired  it  greatly,  for  there  is 
no  mention  of  it  before  his  time.  The  feignory  of  Penrith  J  was. 
part  of  the  great  eftate  he  had  with  his  Dutchefs :  by  his  refidence 
here  and  his  magnificent  mode  of  living  he  gained  great  popularity 
in  the  North,  and.  he  feemed  to  depend  greatly  on  the  troops  from 
that  part,  for  he  caufed  five  thoufand  to  march  from  thence  to 
London  to  fupport  his  coronation. 


*  Hollinjhech  428.. 

4  Guthrie's  Hift.  Beet/.  III.  123 
X.  Buck's  Life  of  Richard  III. 
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The  caftle  was  difmantled  by  Cromwell  but  it  does  not  appear  m 
any  hiftory  to  have  fuftained  a  fiege. 

Full  many  a  gem  of  pureft  ray  ferene. 

The  dark  unfathom’d  caves  of  ocean  bear : 

Full  many  a  flower  is  bom  to  blufli  unfeen, 

And  wafte  its  fweetnefs  in  the  defert  air. 

For  in  this  town  lives  Mifs  Calvin ,  of  exquifite  fkill  in  painting  of 
plants  and  flowers  with  equal  elegance  and  accuracy  :  a  heaven-born 
genius,  obfcure  and  unknown  ! 
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Crofs  over  the  Eimot  at  Yeoman* s  bridge,  and  enter 
Westmoreland.  At  a  fmall  diftance  beyond  the  bridge 
near  the  road  fide  is  the  circle  called  Arthur's  round  table,  confining 
of  a  high  dike  of  earth,  and  a  deep  fofs  within  furrounding  an  area 

twenty- nine  yards  in  diameter.  There  are  two  entrances  exaftly 

/ 

oppofite  to  each  other ;  which  interrupt  the  ditch,  in  thofe  parts 
filled  to  a  level  with  the  middle.  Some  fuppofe  this  to  have  been 
defigned  for  tilting  matches,  and  that  the  champions  entered  at 
each  opening.  Perhaps  that  might  have  been  the  purpofe  of  it ; 
for  the  fize  forbids  one  to  fuppofe  it  to  be  an  encampment. 

A  little  to  the  North  of  this,  on  the  fummit  of  a  fmall  hill,  is 

Maryborough ,  a  vafl:  circular  dike  of  loofe  (tones :  the  height  and 

% 

the  diameter  at  the  bottom  is  ftupendous :  it  Hopes  on  both  fides, 
and  is  entirely  formed  of  pebbles,  fuch  as  are  collected  out  of 
rivers.  There  is  an  entrance  on  the  Eaft  fide  leading  into  an  area 
eighty-eight  yards  in  diameter.  Near  the  middle  is  an  upright  (tone  nine 
feet  eight  inches  high,  and  feventeen  in  circumference  in  the  thickeit 

part. 
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l .  Maryborough 

2  .  Arthur's  Round  Table 

o  Places  where  Seven  other  Stones  once  Stood 

3  .Tittle  Round  Table  consisting  of  only  a  low  Rampart: 
4.  Sections  of  May  boro  ugh  Sc  Arthur's  Round  Table 
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part.  There  had  been  three  more  placed  fo  as  to  form  (with  the 
other)  a  fquare.  Four  again  flood  on  the  Tides  of  the  entrance, 
viz.  one  on  each  exterior  corner;  and  one  on  each  interior:  but 
excepting  that  at  prefent  remaining,  all  the  others  have  long  fince 
been  blafted  to  clear  the  ground. 

The  ufe  of  this  accumulation  feems  to  have  been  the  fame  with 
that  called  Bryn-gwyn  at  Trer  Dryw  in  Anglefea  a  flip  re  me  con- 
fiftory  of  druidical  adminiftration,  as  the  Britijh  names  import. 
That  in  Anglefea  is  conftru&ed  in  the  fame  manner  with  this :  but 
at  prefent  there  are  no  remains  of  columns  in  the  interior  part. 
Tradition  is  entirely  filent  about  the  origin  of  this  place :  nothing 
can  be  collected  from  the  name  which  is  Saxon ,  and  given  long  af¬ 
ter  its  conftrudtion. 

Almoft  oppofite  to  Mayborough  on  the  Cumberland  fide  of  the 
Eimot  is  a  vaft  cairn  or  tumulus,  compofed  of  round  ftones,  and 
furrounded  with  large  grit  Hones  of  different  fizes,  fome  a  yard 
fquare ;  which  all-together  form  a  circle  fixty  feet  in  diameter. 

Crofs  the  Lowther  or  Loder ,  and  in  about  three  or  four  miles 
diftance  pafs  Clifton  Moor,  where  the  Rebels  in  1745  facriHced  a 
few  men  to  fave  the  reft  of  their  army.  Reach 

Sbap  or  Heppe ,  a  long  village  with  the  ruins  of  the  Priory  of 
Premonftrenfean  canons  and  its  beautifull  tower  placed  in  a  fequefter- 
ed  bottom  to  the  North- Weft  of  the  road.  The  religious  of  this 
houfe  were  originally  placed  at  Prejlon  in  Kendal  by  Fhomas  fon  of 
Gofpatric\  and  afterwards  removed  to  this  valley,  which  in  old 
times  was  called  the  valley  of  Mary  Magdalene ,  and  was  granted  to 
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them  by  Robert  de  Vetevipont  in  the  thirteenth  year  of  King  John. 
Heppe  took  its  name  from  Matthew  de  Heppe ,  the  firft  owner  of 
the  lands  *. 

On  the  common  near  the  road  fide  about  half  a  mile  beyond  the 
village  are  certain  large  circles,  and  ovals  formed  of  fmall  Hones : 
and  parallel  to  the  road  commences  a  double  row  of  granites  of 
immenfe  lizes,  crofted  at  the  end  by  another  row,  all  placed  at 
fome  diftance  from  each  each  other.  This  alley  I  may  call  it,  ex¬ 
tended  once  above  a  mile  ;  palTing  quite  through  the  village ;  per- 
fons  now  living  remember  to  have  feen  fome  Hones  that  formed 
part  of  the  lines,  but  now  blaHed  in  order  to  clear  the  ground. 
The  fpace  between  the  lines  at  the  South  end  is  eighty-eight  feet : 
they  converge  towards  each  other,  for  near  Shap  the  diHance  de- 
creafes  to  fifty-nine  feet ;  and  it  is  probable  that  they  met  and  con¬ 
cluded  in  a  point  forming  a  wedge.  That  this  monument  was  Danifh 
may  be  inferred  from  the  cuHom  of  the  Northern  nation  of  arrang¬ 
ing  their  recording  Hones  in  forms  that  they  feemed  to  determine 
fhould  be  expreftlve  of  certain  events :  thofe  that  were  placed  in  a 
Hrait  and  long  order  commemorated  the  emulations  of  champions  : 
fquares  fhewed  equeHrian  conflicts :  circles,  the  interments  of  fami¬ 
lies  :  wedge-fhaped,  a  fortunate  victory  f.  Succefs  might  have  at¬ 
tended  the  Northern  invaders  in  this  place,  which  gave  rife  to  their 
long  arrangement :  the  fall  of  fome  confanguineous  heroes  in  the 
aftion  caufed  the  gratefull  tribute  of  the  Honey  circles. 


■  *  Dugdale  Monaft.  II.  595. 
f  Olaus  Magnus  de  Gent,  Septentr.  lib.  1.  c.  18. 
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Pafs  over  Shap  fells,  more  black,  dreary  and  mdancholy  than 
any  of  the  Highland  hills,  being  not  only  barren,  but  deftitute  of 
every  picturefque  beauty.  This  gloomy  fcene  continues  for  feveral 
miles  :  leave  on  the  right  the  narrow  valley  of  Long  Sladale ,  and  at 
a  diftance  the  mountain  of  Kenmoor  fell,  famous  for  its  (late  quar¬ 
ries.  The  profpect  grows  more  chearful  within  a  fmall  diftance 
of 

Kendal,  a  large  town,  feated  in  a  beautifull  valley  prettily  cul¬ 
tivated,  and  watered  by  the  river  Ken  or  Kent.  The  principal  ftreet 
is  above  a  mile  long,  running  North  and  South :  the  houfes  old 
and  irregular,  moftly  of  wood  plaiftered.  Yet  the  whole  has  an 
air  of  neatnefs  and  induftry  without  the  left  oftentation  of  wealth ; 
none  appear  meanly  poor,  or  infultingly  rich.  The  number  of  in¬ 
habitants  is  about  feven  thoufand ;  chiefly  engaged  in  manufactures 
of  linfles,  worfted  (lockings  woven  and  knit,  and  a  coarfe  fort  of 
woollen  cloth  called  cottons  fent  to  Glafgow ,  and  from  thence  to 
Virginia  for  the  ufe  of  the  Negroes.  The  carding  and  the  frizing 
mills,  the  rafping  and  cutting  of  logwood  by  different  machines  are 
well  worth  feeing :  and  the  tenter  fells  all  round  the  town  where 
the  cloth  is  ftretched,  fhew  the  extent  of  the  manufactures,  which 
employ  great  quantities  of  wool  from  Scotland  and  Durham. 

Yet  the  place  labors  under  great  difadvantages :  the  country  near 
it  yields  no  corn  except  oats :  the  fuel  is  in  general  peat ;  for  the 
coals  being  brought  from  Wigan  and  other  diftant  places,  coft  nine¬ 
teen  (hillings  per  tun  :  yet  notwithftanding,  it  has  flourifhed  in  ma¬ 
nufactures  from  the  time  of  Richard  the  Second  to  the  prefent ; 
Camhden  honors  it  with  this  encomium,  Lanificii  Gloria ,  et  Induftria 
pr^cellens. 
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The  church  is  large,  divided  into  five  ides.  The  mod  remark¬ 
able  tomb  is  one  in  the  altar  form  of  black  marble,  with  various 
arms  on  the  fide  and  end,  fuppofed  to  be  that  of  William  Parr ,  an- 
ceftor  of  William  Parr  Marquifs  of  Northampton ,  and  his  filter 
Queen  Catherine ,  wife  to  Henry  VIII. 

The  ruins  of  the  cadle  are  on  the  fummit  of  a  round  hill  on  the 
Wed  fide  of  the  town.  It  is  of  great  antiquity  •,  but  the  founder  is 
not  known.  It  appears  to  me  to  have  been  built  on  an  artificial 
mount  raifed  on  the  top  of  the  hill,  with  a  deep  fofs  round  the  bafe. 
The  Barony  of  Kendal  was  granted  by  William  the  Conqueror  to 
Ivo  de  P alehois ,  one  of  his  followers,  whofe  defcendents  frequently 
redded  in  the  cadle,  From  them  it  paded  by  marriage  to  the 
RoJJ'es ,  and  from  them  to  the  Parrs  :  and  when  in  their  pofTeffion 
Catherine  afterwards  Queen  of  England  was  born  here ;  a  lady  who 
had  the  good  fortune  to  defcend  to  the  grave  with  her  head,  in  all 
probability  merely  by  outliving  her  tyrant.  It  does  not  appear 
that  this  cadle  fudained  any  fiege  :  but  in  1174  the  Scots  under 
Duncan  Earl  of  Fife  entered  and  plundered  the  town,  broke  open 
the  churches,  put  all  the  inhabitants  to  the  fword  (paring  neither 
age  nor  fex  *. 

Take  a  very  pleafant  walk  to  Water-Crook ,  a  mile  didant,  along 
the  fides  of  the  Ken.  This  had  been  the  Concangium  of  the  Notitia , 
a  dation  on  the  Ead  fide  of  the  river,  whofe  vediges  are  almod 
worn  away  by  the  plough.  Altars,  coins,  and  other  antiquities 
have  been  found  here.  1  faw  in  the  walls  of  the  barn  of  the  farm 
houfe,  the  monumental  infcription  preferved  by  Mr.  Horfely ,  p.  300, 


*  Holinjhed’s  Chron.  9 1 . 
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fuppofed  by  him  to  have  been  in  memory  of  two  freed-men ;  and 
that  there  was  added  the  penalty  of  a  fine  on  any  who  prefumed  to 
bury  in  that  fepulchre.  Here  is  preferved  an  altar  un-infcribed, 
but  ornamented  with  beautifull  feftoons :  and  I  alfo  faw  the  remains 
of  the  flatue  fuppofed  of  Bacchus  or  Silenus. 

Crofs  the  river,  and  walk  over  fome  fine  meadows.  Pafs  by  fome 
large  round  hillocks,  one  appearing  artificial :  afcend  to  gain  the 
heights  above  the  town  :  leave  below  me  near  the  fkirts  a  well  called 
the  Anchorite's ,  probably  from  fome  hermitage  once  in  its  neigbor- 
hood.  Reach  Caftle  law  hill,  a  great  artificial  mount  above  the 
town,  and  oppofite  to  the  caftle.  The  fummit  is  fiat:  juft  within 
its  verge  is  a  circular  ditch ;  and  another  tranfverfe  probably  the 
place  of  the  foundation  of  a  tower.  Round  the  bafe  is  a  deep  fofs 
and  high  dike,  and  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  dike  two  baftions  to 
give  it  additional  ftrength.  Immediately  below  is  a  fpot  called 
battle  place^  but  tradition  does  not  preferve  the  reafon  of  the 
name. 

Crofs  the  Ken ,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half,  North  of  Burton ,  enter 
Lancashire.  Reach  its  capital,  Lane  after ,  a  large  and  well-built 
town,  feated  on  the  Lune^  a  river  navigable  for  fhips  of  250  tuns 
as  high  as  the  bridge.  The  cuftom-houfe  is  a  fmall  but  moft  ele- 
gant  building,  with  a  portico  fupported  by  four  ionic  pillars,  on  a 
beautifull  plain  pediment.  There  is  a  double  flight  of  fteps,  a 
ruftic  furbafe  and  coins ;  a  work  that  does  much  credit  to  Mr.  Gillow , 
the  architect,  an  inhabitant  of  this  town. 

The  church  is  feated  on  an  eminence,  and  commands  an  extern 
five  but  not  a  pleafing  view.  The  caftle  is  entire,,  the  courts  of 
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jufbice  are  held  in  it;  and  it  is  alfo  the  county  jail.  The  front  is 
very  handfome,  confifts  of  two  large  angular  towers,  with  a  hand- 
fome  gateway  between. 

Eleven  miles  farther  is  the  village  of  Garftang ,  feated  on  a  fertile 
plain,  bounded  on  the  Eaft  by  th q  fells >  on  the  Weft  by  Pelting 
mofs,  which  formerly  made  an  eruption  like  that  of  Solway.  The 
adjacent  country  is  famous  for  producing  the  fineft  cattle  in  all 
the  county.  A  gentleman  in  that  neighborhood  has  refufed  30 
guineas  for  a  three  year  old  cow :  calves  of  a  month  old  have  been 
fold  for  10 ;  and  bulls  from  70  to  100  guineas,  which  have  after¬ 
wards  hired  out  for  the  feafon  for  30  ;  fo  notwithftanding  his 
misfortune,  well  might  honeft  Barnaby  celebrate  the  cattle  of  this 
place. 

Veni  Garftang  ubi  nata 
Sunt  Armenta  fronte  lata. 

Veni  Garftang ,  ubi  male 
Intrans  forum  beftiale. 

Forte  vacillando  vico 
Hue  et  illuc  cum  amico. 

In  Juvencas  dorfum  rui 
Cujus  cornu  la;fus  fui. 

A  little  to  the  Eaft  is  a  ruined  tower,  the  remains  of  Grenebawgb 
eaftle,  built  as  Cambden  fuppofes,  by  l’homas  Stanley  fir  ft  Earl  of 
Derby ,  to  protedt  himfelf  from  the  outlawed  nobility,  whofe  eftates 
had  been  granted  him  by  Henry  VIL 


Haftened 


S-EPT 


I-  N  SCO  T  L  A  N  D. 

H  aliened  through  P  reft  on ,  Wigan ,  Warrington ,  and  Chefte?\ 
and  fin  idled  my  jouincy  with  a  rapture  of  which  no  fond  parent 
can  be  ignorant,  that  of  being  again  reftored  to  two  innocent 
prattlers  aiter  an  abfence  equally  regretted  by  all  parties. 
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OF  SCOTCH  FINES; 


By  James  Far  qjjharson,  Efq.  of  Invercauld. 


IT  is  generally  believed  that  there  are  two  kinds  of  fir  trees, 
the  produce  of  Scotland ,  viz.  the  red  or  refinous  large  trees, 
of  a  fine  grain,  and  hard  folid  wood :  the  other,  a  white  wood¬ 
ed  fir  with  a  much  fmaller  proportion  of  refin  in  it,  of  a  coarfer 
grain,  and  a  foft  fpungy  nature,  never  comes  to  fuch  a  fize,  and, 
much  more  liable  to  decay.  At  firfl:  appearance,  this  would  readi¬ 
ly  denote  two  diflindt  fpecies,  but  I  am  convinced  that  all  the  trees 
in  Scotland ,  under  the  denomination  of  Scotch  fir,  are  the  fame ;  and 

M  m  1  that 


s 


i66 


APPENDIX. 


that  the  difference  of  the  quality  of  the  wood,  and  fize  of  the  trees, 
is  entirely  owing  to  circumftances,  fuch  as  the  climate,  fituation, 
and  foil  they  grow  in.  Thefe  fined  fir  trees,  appear  in  the  mod 
mountainous  parts  of  the  Highlands  of  Scotland ,  in  glens  or  on  fides 
of  hills  generally  lying  to  a  Northerly  afpedl,  and  the  foil  of  a  hard 
gravelly  confidence,  being  the  natural  produce  of  thefe  places  •,  the 
winged  feeds  are  fcattered  in  quantities  by  the  winds,  from  the  cones 
of  the  adjacent  trees,  which  expand  in  April  and  May,  with  the 
heat  of  the  fun  *,  thefe  feedlings  when  young,  rife  extremely  clofe 
together,  this  makes  them  grow  draight,  and  free  from  fide  branch¬ 
es  of  any  fize,  to  the  height  of  50  or  60  feet  before  they  acquire 
the  diameter  of  a  foot :  even  in  this  progrefs  to  height,  they  are 
very  dow,  occafioned  by  the  poornefs  of  the  foil,  and  the  numbers 
on  a  fmall  furface,  which  l  may  fay  makes  them  in  a  condant  date 
of  war  for  their  fcanty  nourifhment,  the  dronger  and  tailed  by  de¬ 
grees  overtopping  the  weaker,  and  when  the  winds  blow  they  lafii 
againd  one  another,  this  affids  in  beating  off  any  horizontal  branch¬ 
es  that  might  damage  the  timber  with  knots,  as  well  as  by  degrees 
crudies  the  overtopped  trees.  In  fuch  date  of  hodility  they  conti¬ 
nue  druggling  until  the  mader  trees  acquire  fome  fpace  around 
them ;  then  they  begin  to  Ihoot  out  in  a  more  bufhy  manner  at  the 
top,  gradually  lofing  their  fpiral  form,  increafing  afterwards  more 
in  fize  of  body  than  height,  fome  acquiring  four  feet  diameter,  and 
above  fixty  feet  of  height  to  the  branches  fit  for  the  fined  deal 
board.  The  growth  is  dill  extremely  flow,  as  is  plainly  proved 
by  the  fmallnefs  of  the  grain  of  the  wood,  which  appears  didindtly 
in  circles,  from  the  centre  to  the  bark.  Upon  cutting  a  tree  overclofe 
at  the  root,  I  can  venture  to  point  out  the  exadt  age,  which  in  thefe 
old  firs  comes  to  an  amazing  number  of  years.  I  lately  pitched  up¬ 
on 
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on  a  tree  of  two  feet  and  a  half  diameter,  as  this  is  near  the  fize  of 
a  planted  fir  of  fifty  years  of  age  mentioned,  and  I  counted  exa&ly 
two  hundred  and  fourteen  circles  or  coats,  which  makes  this  natural 
fir  above  four  times  the  age  of  the  planted  one.  Now  as  to  planted 
firs,  thefe  are  raifed  firft  in  drefied  ground  from  the  feed,  where  they 
Hand  two  fealons  or  more,  then  are  planted  out  in  the  ground  they 
are  to  continue  in  at  regular  difiances,  have  a  clear  circumference 
round  them  for  extending  both  roots  and  branches ;  the  one  gives 
too  quick  nourishment  to  the  tree  which  Shoots  out  in  luxuriant 
growths,  and  the  other  allows  many  of  the  branches  to  fpread  hori¬ 
zontally,  fpoiling  the  timber  with  knots  •,  befides,  this  quick  growth 
occafions  thefe  thick  yearly  circular  coats  of  wood,  which  form  a 
coarfe  grain,  of  a  fpungy  foft  nature.  The  juices  never  after  ripen 
into  a  proportional  quantity  their  refinous  prefervative  balm  :  fo 
that  the  plantations  decay  before  the  wood  acquires  age,  or  a  valu¬ 
able  fize,  and  the  timber  when  ufed  in  work  has  neither  Strength, 
beauty,  nor  duration.  I  believe  the  climate  has  likewife  a  great 
Share  in  forming  the  nature  of  the  belt  wood,  which  I  account  for 
in  the  following  manner.  The  moft  mountainous  parts  of  the 
Highlands,  particularly  the  Northerly  hanging  Situations,  where 
thefe  fine  fir  trees  are,  have  a  much  Shorter  time  of  vegetation  than 
a  more  Southerly  expolure,  or  the  lower  open  countries,  being 
Shaded  by  high  hills  from  the  rays  of  the  fun  even  at  mid-day  for 
months  together,  fo  that  with  regard  to  other  vegetables  nature 
vifibly  continues  longer  in  a  torpid  State  there  than  in  other  places 
of  the  fame  latitude.  This  dead  ftate  of  nature  for  fo  long  a  time 
yearly  appears  to  me  necefiary  to  form  the  Strength  and  health  of 
this  particular  Species  of  timber.  No  doubt  they  may  at  firft  Show 
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a  grateful nefs  for  better  foil  and  more  fun  by  fhooting  out  fponta- 
neoufly,  but  if  the  plant  or  tree  is  fo  altered  by  this  luxury  that  it 
cannot  attain  any  degree  of  perfection  fit  for  the  purpofes  intended, 
the  attempt  certainly  proves  in  vain. 

From  what  is  faid  above,  it  is  not  at  all  my  intention  to  dilTuade 
from  planting  Scotch  fir,  but  to  encourage  thofe  that  have  the  pro¬ 
per  foil  and  fituation  to  do  fo,  being  of  opinion  that  where  thefe 
circurnftances  agree,  and  there,  planting  not  in  lines,  but  irregularly 
and  thicker  than  common,  the  trees  will  come  to  be  of  equal  fize 
and  value  with  the  natural  ones.  In  confidence  of  this,  I  have 
planted  feveral  millions  on  the  Tides  of  hills  out  of  reach  of  feed 
from  the  natural  firs. 
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Of  ELGIN  and  the  shire  of  MURRAY ; 


By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw,  Minifter  of  Elgin, 


THE  parifh  of  Elgin  can  afford  little  matter  for  anfwering  Mr. 

Pennant' s  quaeries,  and  therefore  I  extend  my  view  thro5  the 
whole  province  or  country  of  Murray ,  extending  by  the  coaft  from 
the  river  of  Spey  to  the  Eaft,  to  the  river  of  Beauly  to  the  Weft, 
which  is  the  boundary  of  the  province  of  Rofs :  and  extending  to  the 
South-Weft  as  far  as  the  North  end  of  Loch-Lochy ,  and  comprehend¬ 
ing  the  countries  of  Strathfpey ,  Badenoch ,  Strathern ,  Strath-nairn , 
and  Strath ■  nerick ,  all  which  were  the  feats  of  the  antient  Mcravienfes . 
I  fhall  make  my  anfwers  to  the  queries  in  order,  and  advance  no¬ 
thing  but  what  confifts  with  my  perfonal  knowledge,  or  for  which 
I  have  unqueftionable  authority. 

I.  This  province  is  naturally  divided  by  the  rivers  of  Spey^  LoJJey , 
Findern ,  Nairn ,  Nefs,  and  Beauly .  The  river  of  Spey  rifing  on  the 
borders  of  Lochaber  is  more  than  fixty  Scotch  miles,  or  a  hundred 
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Englijh  in  length,  but  too  rapid  to  be  navigable.  Upon  this  river 
great  floats  of  fir  and  birch  wood  are  carried  down  to  the  firth;  the 
float  is  guided  by  a  man  fitting  in  a  Courach ,  of  which  Solinus ,  Cap. 
22.  fays  of  the  Irijh ,  46  Navigant  vimineis  alveis ,  quos  circumdant  am - 
bitione  tergomm  bubulcrum ,”  a  fhort  but  exadt  defcription  of  the  Cou¬ 
rach.  It  is  in  fhape  oval,  about  4  feet  long  and  three  broad,  a 
fmall  keel  from  head  to  item,  a  few  ribs  crofs  the  keel,  and  a  ring  of 
pliable  wood  round  the  lip  of  it,  the  whole  covered  with  the  rough 
hide  of  an  ox  or  a  horfe.  The  rower  fits  on  a  tranfverfe  feat  in 
the  middle,  and  holds  in  his  hand  a  rope,  the  end  of  which  is  tied 
to  the  float,  and  with  the  other  hand  he  manages  a  paddle,  and  keeps 
the  float  in  deep  water  and  brings  it  to  fbore  when  he  pleafes.  The 
rivers  of  Lojfey,  Findern  and  Nairn  have  nothing  remarkable  in  them, 
but  the  river  of  Nefs  is  obfervable  on  the  following  accounts,  viz. 
It  runs  from  Loch-Nefs ,  a  lake  23  miles  long,  and  from  2  to  3  broad; 
this  Loch  is  fed  by  a  river  running  from  Loch-Eoch ,  into  which  a 
river  falls  from  Loch-Game ,  into  which  a  river  enters  from  Loch - 
Ffueich :  Loch-Nefs  and  the  river  running  from  it  never  freeze,  but 
the  water  is  warm  in  the  keenefi:  froft.  There  are  many  other  lakes 

t 

in  this  province,  of  which  one  called  the.  lake  Dundelchack  is  re¬ 
markable  :  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighborhood  told  me  that  this 
lake  is  never  covered  with  ice  before  the  month  of  January ,  but  in 
that  month  and  February  one  night’s  firong  froft  covers  it  all  over 
with  ice :  this  lake  Hands  in  the  parifh  of  Burris ,  within  two  miles 
of  Loch-Nefs.  On  the  Eaft  fide  of  Loch-Nefs ,  a  large  mile  above 
the  Loch,  is  the  water  fall  of  Foher ,  where  the  river  Feach  Len  falls 
over  a  deep  rock  about  80  feet  in  height;  and  the  water  breaking 
upon  the  {helves,  rarifies  like  a  fog.  In  this  province  are  feveral 
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chalybeat  mineral  fprings,  as  at  Finland  in  Lanbride  parifh,  at 
Auchterblare  in  Duthel  parifh,  at  Relugas  in  Edenkeely  parifh,  at 
Muretoun  in  Invernefs  parifh. 

II.  In  the  parifh  of  Drainie  there  is  a  large  cave  open  to  the  fea, 
of  a  confiderable  length,  breadth  and  height.  There  are  many  na¬ 
tural  caves  in  the  hills,  within  which  hunters,  herds  and  thieves 
take  fhelter  in  time  of  dorm  :  there  is  an  artificial  cave  in  the  lands 
of  Raits  in  Badenoch ,  in  which  fugitives  and  thieves  were  wont  to 
reft  ^  but  it  is  now  deinolifhed  in  part.  Of  the  mountains  in  this 
province  I  fhall  name  but  two  or  three :  the  Carngorm  in  Strathfpey 
is  remarkable  for  its  height,  and  for  the  ftones  found  upon  it  •,  I 
have  feen  thefe  ftones  of  blue,  green,  yellow,  and  amber  colors ; 
fome  fo  large  as  to  make  big  fnuff  boxes  or  fmall  cups  *,  fome  of  a 
hexagonal  or  pentagonal  figure,  and  tapering  to  a  point  at  each 
end.  Thefe  are  now  well  known  to  the  curious,  and  to  jewellers. 
Another  mountain  is  Benalar  in  Badenoch ,  which  I  imagine  is  the 
higheft  ground  in  Scotland ,  for  waters  running  from  it  fall  into  the 
fea  at  Dundee ,  at  Inverlochy ,  and  at  Garmoch  in  Murray.  On  the 
Weft  fide  of  Locb-Nefs  there  is  a  hill  called  Meafuarvoney :  Mr. 
Gordon  the  Geographer  was  impofed  upon  by  being  told  that  it 
is  two  miles  perpendicular  above  the  lake,  and  that  on  the  top  of  it 
there  is  a  fmall  lake  which  could  never  be  founded,  and  communi¬ 
cates  with  Loch-Nefs :  but  I  can  afiure  you  it  is  not  near  one 
mile  above  the  Loch,  and  there  is  no  fuch  lake  on  the  top  of  it. 
For  pidturefque  feenes,  worth  drawing,  I  know  none  except  Loch- 
Nefs ,  with  the  rocks,  woods,  cafcades  of  rills  of  water,  and  fome 
plots  of  corn  land,  on  both  fides  of  the  Loch,  which  make  a  de¬ 
lightful!  feene  to  one  failing  the  Loch  in  the  King’s  Yacht,  or  in  a 
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barge.  Poflibly  Mr.  Tennant  would  get  drawings  of  the  remains 
of  the  cathedral  church  in  Elgin ,  and  of  fome  old  cattles. 

III.  No  earthquake,  I  can  learn,  was  ever  felt  in  this  province. 
No  whirlwind  any  way  remarkable  :  there  are  feveral  echoes,  but 
fcarcely  worth  the  mentioning.  About  the  year  1733  or  4,  flatties  of 
lightning  fo  (truck  the  houfe  of  Innes  near  Elgin ,  as  by  entering  in¬ 
to  crevifes  in  the  wall  to  drive  out  fome  big  ftones,  likewife  to  rent 
a  confiderable  long  vault,  and  to  tofs  a  large  cap-done  above  forty 
yards  from  the  houfe,  as  the  late  Sir  Harry  Innes  of  that  ilk  told 
me. 

IV.  'The  common  difeafes  in  our  country  are  fevers,  rheums, 
cold,  fcrofula,  hytteric  and  hypocondriac  ;  bites  of  ferpents,  and  mad 
dogs.  Our  natural  phyficians  cure  fevers,  by  making  the  patient 
drink  plentifully  of  barley  water  or  wangrefs,  and  when  the  fever 
riles  high  the  patient  drinks  a  large  draught  of  cold  water  which 
brings  out  a  profufe  fweat,  that  ends  in  a  crifis.  For  rheums,  they 
twice  a  day  bath  the  part  affeetted,  pouring  cold  water  upon  it,  and 
after  it  is  dried,  rubbing  it  till  it  is  warm,  and  covering  it  with  plaid- 
ing  or  flannel.  For  colds,  they  keep  bed  for  two  days,  drinking 
warm,  and  if  they  fweat  not,  they  take  the  cold  bath  in  a  river  or 
brook,  which  produces  fweat.  The  fcrofula  they  find  incurable, 
but  in  young  perfons,  by  wattling  often  with  lime  water,  it  cures  in 
a  few  years.  Hyfterics  and  hypocondriacs,  in  my  opinion,  are  the 
effedls  of  tea,  coffee,  doth  and  lazinefs,  but  thefe  difeafes  are  never 
known  in  our  highlands.  When  one  is  bit  by  a  ferpent  or  fnake,  if 
he  can  reach  the  wound,  he  fucks  the  blood,  covers  the  wound, 
and  often  foments  the  part  wounded,  and  members  round  it,  with 
a  decoftion  of  the  buds  and  leaves  of  afh  trees.  When  one  is  bit 
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by  a  mad  dog,  as  often  happens  in  the  highlands,  he  with  a  razor 
immediately  cuts  out  the  flefh  of  the  part  wounded,  fucks  the  blood 
in  plenty,  and  covers  the  wound  with  a  handful  of  cobwebs :  or  if 
he  has  not  courage  to  cut  out  the  flefh,  and  thereby  to  prevent  the 
poifonfrom  mixing  with  the  blood,  he  caufes  the  wound  to  be  well  fuck¬ 
ed,  and  then  foments  it  with  warm  oil  or  melted  butter.  I  have  feen 
thefe  cures  performed  with  remarkable  fuccefs.  We  have  had,  fifty 
years  ago,  a  terrible  difeafe  called  the  Civans ,  which  broke  out  into 
blotches  in  feveral  parts  of  the  body,  and  often  turned  into  a  gan¬ 
grene  in  the  face  :  this  difeafe  was  brought  by  the  military  returning 
from  Flanders ,  and  was  cured  only  by  a  plentiful  falivation  with 
mercury,  but  now  we  are  happily  free  from  it. 

V.  In  the  parifh  of  Elgin ,  William  Calanch  a  farmer  died  about 
the  year  1740,  at  the  age  of  about  119  years;  we  have  had  many 
who  lived  to  an  100  years ;  we  have  fome  who  have  two  thumbs  on 
each  hand,  or  two  great  toes  on  each  foot. 

VI.  and  VII.  In  this  town  of  Elgin  the  number  of  inhabitants 
increafes,  occafioned  by  flrangers  living  in  the  borough  and  many 
poor  people  coming  from  the  country  into  it.  But  in  the  parifh  to 

landward  the  number  appears  to  decreafe,  by  reafon  of  tenants 

» 

taking  up  larger  farms  than  formerly  :  the  number  now  is  above 
5000. 

VIII.  The  corns  raifed  in  this  province  are  wheat,  barley,  oats, 
peas  and  beans,  and  rye.  Of  thefe  in  good  years  we  have  enough 
to  ferve  the  country,  and  to  export  above  20,000  bolls,  befides 
ferving  the  Highland  countries.  Our  manufadtures  are  linnen  in: 
confiderable  quantities,  wool  and  common  fluffs,  and  now  at  Inver - 
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nefs  a  flourilhing  fail  manufadtory,  and  a  ropery.  Our  fifhery  is 
confiderable,  for  of  white  or  fea  fifh  there  is  great  plenty  to  ferve 
the  country  and  towns,  and  fometimes  to  export  a  little.  And  our 
falmon  on  the  rivers  of  Spey ,  Findern ,  Nefs  and  Beauty,  ferves  the 
towns  and  country,  and  we  export  annually  to  the  value  of  about 
j2,oooh 

IX.  Near  the  frith,  the  farmers  manure  with  fea  ware  or  weeds, 
which  produces  richly ;  in  other  parts  they  ufe  marie,  lime*  dung 
of  cattle,  and  in  the  Highlands  tathing ,  i.  e.  keeping  their  cattle  in 
fummer  and  autumn  within  pinfolds  on  barren  or  refted  ground, 
that  by  their  dung  they  may  enrich  the  foil ;  and  in  many  parts 
they  ufe  green  earth  mixed  with  the  dung  of  black  cattle  and 
horfes. 

X.  We  cultivate  fome  hemp,  much  flax,  of  which  we  not  only 
make  linnen  for  home  confumption,  and  have  three  bleaching  fields 
within  the  province,  befides  private  bleaching,  but  we  fell  great 
quantities  of  linnen  yarn  to  the  merchants  o iGlafgow  and  others.  We 
likewife  cultivate  potatoes  in  great  plenty  to  ferve  the  country. 

XI.  From  the  lowlands  of  the  province  few  or  no  cattle  are  fent 
out  of  the  country,  but  from  the  highland  glens  and  valleys,  feveral 
hundreds  of  black  cattle,  fome  horfes,  but  no  fwine,  are  annually 
fold  into  England  and  the  Southern  counties  of  Scotland . 

XII.  There  are  in  this  province  feveral  fmall  mounts  or  motes  of 
which  I  cannot  determine  whether  any  of  them  be  artificial  or  not : 
they  generally  fland  about  40  paces  one  from  another  ;  I  {hall 
name  only  the  following,  viz.  Near  the  town  of  Elgin  are  two  little 
mounts  called  the  {hooting  buts,  and  two  of  the  fame  kind  are  near, 
the  Kirk  of  Petty.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  that  before  the  inventi¬ 
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on  of  fire  arms,  thefe  were  marks  for  (hooting  at  with  bows  and  ar¬ 
rows  :  but  that  in  time  of  Druidifm ,  they  were  the  feats  on  which 
the  Druids  met  to  determine  queftions  in  law  and  property ;  and 
they  are  in  the  Gaik  language  called  Lomavoed,  i.  e.  the  Court  hill  ; 
and  in  the  South  they  are  called  Lazvs^  as  North  Berwick  Law , 
Largo  Law ,  &c.  I  may  add  the  Omnis  terra  or  Mote  hill  at  Scoon . 
We  have  few  military  entrenchments  worth  the  mentioning,  as  the 
Romans  encamped  little,  if  at  all,  fo  far  North.  Druidical  circles 
have  been  very  frequent  in  this  province.  The  (tones  were  gene¬ 
rally  about  four  feet  in  length,  and  eighteen  inches  in  breadth  :  for 
the  mod  part,  the  (tones  are  removed  by  the  country  people,  and 
I  fhall  name  but  one  or  two,  viz.  At  Stonny  field  near  Invernejs , 
there  was  a  large  circle  about  thirty  feet  diameter,  fome  of  the  (tones 
as  yet  (tand.  In  Durris  at  the  North  end  of  Loch-Nefs  is  a  Druid 
temple  of  three  concentric  circles :  in  all  of  thefe  druidical  circles, 
there  was  an  altar  (tone  at  the  centre,  but  that  at  Durris  is  taken 
away,  and  near  the  centre  is  a  hollowed  (tone,  which  either  was  a 
laver  to  wa(h  in,  or  a  bafon  to  receive  the  blood  of  the  facrifice. 
Befides  circles,  there  were  many  Druidical  cairns  in  this  country, 
on  which  at  their  folemn  feftivals,  they  offered  their  facrifices ;  thefe 
cairns  were  about  five  feet  high,  and  about  thirty  feet  in  circumfe¬ 
rence,  and  hedged  around  with  (tones  pitted  in  the  earth  to  prevent 
the  falling  out  of  the  (tones  of  the  cairn  :  fuch  a  cairn  (tands  in  the 
parifh  of  Alves  ^  four  miles  from  Elgin ;  another  in  the  parifh  of 
Birney ,  two  miles  from  that  town  ;  and  two  or  three  near  Avemore , 
in  the  parifh  of  Duthel  in  Strathfpey.  From  thefe  circles,  and  cairns 
many  churches  are  to  this  day  called  Clachan,  i.  e.  a  Colle&ion 
of  Stones  ;  and  as  they  (tood  in  time  of  Druidifm  in  groves  and 
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woods,  a  church  in  Wales  was  called  Lhan,  probably  from  Lhuin 
a  grove.  There  is  within  a  half-mile  to  the  Ead  of  the  town  of 
Forres ,  an  obeliik  called  Severn's  (lone.  The  height  of  it  cannot 
now  with  certainty  be  known,  it  is  faid  to  be  twelve  feet  funk  in 
the  corn  field.  When  fome  years  ago  it  was  likely  to  fall,  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Murray  caufed  it  to  be  eredted,  and  much  funk  to  prevent 
falling:  it  is  about  23  feet  above  ground,  about  4  feet  broad: 
what  is  above  ground  is  vifxbly  divided  into  feven  parts,  whereof 
the  lowed;  is  almod  hid  by  the  Hones  fupporting  it ;  the  fecond  di- 
vifion  contains  many  figures,  but  much  defaced  *,  in  the  third  com¬ 
partment,  are  figures  of  men,  and  fome  of  beads  with  human 
heads ;  the  fourth  contains  enfigns  and  military  weapons  •,  and  in 
the  fifth,  fixth  and  feventh,  the  figures  are  fcarce  difcernible :  on 
the  reverfe,  there  is  a  crofs,  beneath  which  are  two  human  figures 
of  a  gothic  form  :  this  feems  to  be  a  monument  of  a  battle  fought 
in  that  place,  by  K.  Malcolm  the  II.  of  Scotland  againd  the  Danes 9 
about  the  year  1008.  There  are  about  two  or  three  obelilks  of  6 
or  7  feet  height  below  the  Kirk  of  Alves ,  probably,  as  monuments- 
of  fkirmifhes  and  the  burying  of  men  of  fome  figure. 

XIII.  In  this  province  we  had  two  bifhopricks,  one  abby,  three 
priories,  one  praeceptory,  and  feveral  convents.  The  fird  bifhop- 
rick  was  that  of  Murthlack ,  now  Mortlich ,  ere£ted  by  K.  Male,  II. 
An,  1010,  when  he  had  given  a  total  defeat  to  the  Danes  in  that 
valley :  the  diocefe  confided  only  of  three  parifhes,  and  after  three 
bifliops  had  ferved  there  it  was  tranfiated  to  Aberdeen ,  An,  1142. 
As  an  account  of  it  will  be  fully  given  by  others,  1  infid  not  fur¬ 
ther. 

The  fecond  bifhoprick  was  that  of  Murray .  In  the  fourth  cen- 
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tury  the  bifhop  affe&ed  a  pre-eminence  over  his  fellow  prefbyters, 
and  an  equality  in  many  things  to  fovereign  princes :  as  princes  had 
their  thrones,  were  crowned,  wore  crowns,  had  their  palaces,  their 
minifters  of  (late,  their  privy  council,  and  their  fubjedts ;  fo  bifhops 
had  a  folium,  a  confecration,  a  mitre,  palaces,  dignified  clergy, 
chapter,  and  inferior  clergy.  The  epifcopal  bifhoprick  of  Murray , 
was  in  my  opinion  eredted  by  K.  Alex.  I. ;  and  the  bifhops  of  it 
were,  in  fuccefiion, 

(i.)  Gregorius ,  who  is  a  witnefs  in  a  charter  of  K.  Dav.  I.  to 
Dumfermline ,  confirming  K.  Alexander's  charter  to  that  abby  \  there 
he  is  called  Gregorius  Moravienjis  Epifcopus :  and  in  the  foundation 
charter  of  the  priory  of  Schoon ,  An.  1115,  Gregorius  Epifcopus  is  a 
witnefs,  who  probably  was  the  fame  with  the  formerly  mentioned. 

(2.)  William  was  made  apoftolic  legate  An.  1159,  and  died  1162. 
I  find  not  what  time  he  was  confecrated. 

(3.)  Felix ,  is  a  witnefs  in  a  charter  by  K.  Williamy  Wiliehno  filio 
frefkeny  de  terris ,  de  Strablocky  Rofoil ,  Injhkeley  Duffus  Machare,  ef 
Kintray.  He  died  about  An.  1 170. 

(4.)  Simeon  de  Foney ,  Monk  of  Melrofey  elected  1171,  and  died 
An.  1184,  he  was  buried  in  Birney . 

(5.)  Andrew ,  confecrated  An.  1184,  and  died  An.  1185. 

(6.)  Richard ,  confecrated  Idi.  Martiiy  An.  1187,  by  Hugo  bifhop 
of  St.  Andrew's ,  and  died  An.  1203,  and  was  buried  in  Spynie. 

(7.)  Briciusy  brother  of  William  lord  of  Douglas ,  and  prior  of 
Lefjmahego ,  eledted  An.  1203,  and  died  An.  1222,  and  was  buried 
at  Spynie.  He  had  reprefented  to  the  pope  that  the  former  bilhops 
had  no  fixed  fee,  or  cathedral,  fome  refiding  at  Birneyy  fome  at 
Kinnedar ,  and  fome  at  Spynie  >  and  he  obtained  that  Spynie  fhould 
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be  the  bifhop’s  fee :  he  appointed  the  dignified  clergy  and  canons, 
and  founded  a  college  of  canons,  eight  in  number. 

(8.)  Andrew  (fon  of  William  Murray  of  Duffus)  Dean  of  Murray , 
confecrated  An.  1223.  He  founded  the  cathedral  church  at  Elgin, 
added  14  canons  to  the  college,  and  affigned  manfes  and  prebends 
for  them,  and  for  the  dignified  clergy,  and  died  An.  1242. 

Here  it  will  be  proper  to  give  fome  account  of  the  cathedral 
church  at  Elgin,  for  it  does  not  appear  that  Briceus  built  any  church 
at  Spynie .  Bifliop  Andrew  was  not  pleafed  with  the  fituation  of 
Spynie  for  a  cathedral,  and  therefore  petitioned  the  pope  that  becaufe 
of  the  diflance  from  the  burgh  of  Elgin ,  which  would  divert  the 
canons  from  their  facred  functions  to  go  and  buy  provifions  in  the 
burgh,  that  he  might  allow  the  cathedral  to  be  tranflated  to  the 
Ecclejia  fan  51  T'rinitatis  prope  Elgin  :  Pope  Honorius  granted  his  re- 
quefl,  and  by  his  bull  dated  4to.  Idum.  Aprilis  1224  empowered  the 
Bifhop  of  Cathnefs ,  and  the  Dean  of  Rofemarky ,  to  make  the  defired 
tranflation.  Thefe  met  at  the  place  defired,  on  the  14  of  the  kalends 
of  Auguft ,  An.  1224:  and  finding  it  “  in  commodum  Ecclefi a” 
declared  the  church  of  the  holy  Trinity  to  be  the  cathedral  church 
of  the  diocefe  of  Murray  in  all  times  coming :  it  is  faid  that  bifhop 
Andrew  laid  the  foundation  ftone  of  the  church  on  the  fame  day 
above-mentioned,  but  it  does  not  appear  what  the  form  or  dimen- 
fions  of  that  firft  church  were. 

(9.)  Simon  Dean  of  Murray  fucceeded  and  died  1252,  and  was 
buried  in  the  choir  of  the  cathedral  near  to  bifhop  Andrew. 

(10.)  Archibald  Dean  of  Murray,  confecrated  1253,  2nd  died 
December  5th,  An.  1298,  and  was  buried  in  the  choir.  This  bifhop 
having  no  palace  built  one  at  Kinnedar,  and  lived  there.  In  his 
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time  William  Earl  of  Rofs  having  done  great  harm  to  the  parfon  of 
Petty>  was  obliged  to  do  pennance,  and  for  reparation,  gave  the 
lands  of  Catboll  in  Rofs  to  the  bifhops  of  Murray  in  perpetuum. 

(11.)  David  Murray ,  confecrated  at  Avignon  in  France ,  by  Bone- 
face  VIII.  anno  1299,  and  died  January  20th,  anno  1325. 

(12.)  John  Pilmore ,  confecrated  3*1.  Kal.  Aprilis ,  anno  1326, 
and  died  at  Spynie  on  Michaelmas  eve,  1362. 

(13.)  Alexander  Bar ,  Doff  or  decretorum ,  confecrated  by  Urban  V. 
An.  1362,  died  at  Spynie ,  May  139 7.  In  his  time,  viz.  1390, 
Alexander  Stewart  (fonofking  Robert  II.)  Lord  Badenoch ,  common¬ 
ly  called  the  of  Badenoch^  keeping  violent  pofleffion  of  the 
bifhop’s  lands  in  that  country,  was  excommunicated  in  refentment, 
in  the  month  of  May ,  An.  1390.  He  with  his  followers  burnt  the 
town  of  Forres ,  with  the  choir  of  that  church,  and  the  Arch-Dea¬ 
con’s  houfe ;  and  in  June  that  year  burnt  the  town  of  Elgin ,  the 
church  of  St.  Giles ,  the  hofpital  of  Maifon-Dieu ,  the  cathedral 
church,  with  eighteen  houfes  of  the  canons  in  the  college  of  Elgin* 
For  this  he  was  made  to  do  pennance,  and  upon  his  humble  fubmif- 
fion,  he  was  abfolved  by  Walter  Frail  bifhop  of  St.  Andrews ,  in 
the  black-friars  church  of  Perth  (being  firft  received  at  the  door, 
barefoot,  and  in  fackcloth,  and  again  before  the  high  altar  in  pre¬ 
fence  of  the  king  and  his  nobles)  on  condition  that  he  would  make- 
full  reparation  to  the  bifhop  and  church  of  Murray ,  and  obtain  ab- 
folution  from  the  Pope.  Bifliop  Bar  began  the  rebuilding  of  the 
church,  and  every  canon  contributed  to  it,  as  did  every  parilh  in 
the  diocefe. 

(14.)  William  Spynie ,  Chanter  of  Murray,  D.  1.  C.  confecrated  at 
Avignon  by  Benediff  the  IX.  Sept.  13th,  1397,  and  died  Aug.  20th,, 
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An .  1406.  He  carried  on  the  reparation  of  the  cathedral,  but  the 
troubles  of  the  times  caufed  it  to  make  flow  advances.  On  July  3, 
An .  1402,  Alexander  III.  fon  of  the  Lord  of  the  Ides,  plundered 
Elgin,  burnt  many  houfes,  and  fpoiied  the  houfes  of  the  canons : 
he  was  excommunicated,  and  offered  a  fum  of  gold,  as  did  every 
one  of  his  captains,  and  he  received  abfolution :  this  money  was 
applied  for  erecting  a  crofs  and  a  bell  in  that  part  of  the  canonry 
which  lies  next  the  bridge  of  Elgin. 

( 1 5.)  John  Innes ,  Parfon  of  Duffus ,  Archdeacon  of  Cathnefs,  and 
L.L.  D.  was  confecrated  by  Benedict  the  XIII.  Jan.  23d.  An.  1406, 
and  died  April  25th,  An.  1414,  and  was  buried  in  his  own  ifle  in 
the  cathedral,  where  his  ftatue  at  large  dill  remains  with  this 
infcription,  u  Hie  jacet  reverendus  in  Chrijlo  Pater  cs?  Dominus 
cc  D.  Joannes  Innes  de  Innes,  hujus  eccleji^e  Epifcopus ,  qui  hoc 
ct  notabile  opus  incepit ,  et  per  Septennium  adificavitP  He  built  that 
ifle  and  a  part  of  the  great  fteeple  or  tower.  After  his  death,  the 
chapter  met  and  all  were  fworn  that  on  whomfoever  the  lot  fhould 
fall  to  be  bifhop,  he  fhould  annually  apply  one  third  of  his  reve¬ 
nues  until  the  building  of  the  cathedral  fhould  be  finifhed. 

(16.)  Henry  Leighton,  parfon  of  Duffus,  and  L.  L.  D.  was  con¬ 
fecrated  in  Valentia  by  Benedict  XIII.  March  8  th,  An.  1415  :  he 
diligently  carried  on  the  building,  and  finifhed  the  great  tower, 
and  was  tran flated  to  Aberdeen,  An.  1425.  The  cathedral  church  hav¬ 
ing  been  completely  finifhed  in  the  time  of  this  bifhop,  I  fhall 
here  deferibe  that  edifice,  which  was  all  in  the  gothic  form  of  archi¬ 
tecture.  It  dood  due  Ead  and  Wed,  in  the  form  of  a  paffion  or 
Jerufalem  crofs:  the  length  of  it  264  feet:  the  breadth  35  feet: 
the  length  of  the  traverfe  114  feet.  The  church  was  ornamented 
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with  five  towers,  whereof  two  parallel  towers  Hood  on  the  Weft 
end,  one  in  the  middle,  and  two  at  the  Eaft  end:  the  two  Weft  tow¬ 
ers  ftand  entire  in  the  ftone  work,  and  are  each  84  feet  high  :  what 
the  height  of  the  fpires  was  I  do  not  find  ;  probably  they  were  of 
wood,  and  fell  down  long  fince.  The  great  tower  in  the  centre  of 
the  nave  ftood  on  two  arched  pillars  crofting  at  top,  and  was,  includ¬ 
ing  the  fpires,  198  feet  in  height :  the  two  turrets  in  the  Eaft  end  are 
ftill  entire,  and  each  has  a  winding  ftair-cafe  leading  to  a  channel  or 
paftage  in  the  walls  round  the  whole  church.  The  height  of  the 
fide  walls  is  36  feet.  The  great  entry  was  betwixt  the  two  towers 
in  the  Weft  end :  this  gate  is  a  concave  arch,  24  feet  broad  in  bale, 
and  24  in  height,  terminating  in  a  fharp  angle  :  on  each  fide  of  the 
valves  in  the  fweep  of  the  arch  are  8  round,  and  8  fluted  pilafters, 
feet  high,  adorned  with  a  chapiter,  from  which  arife  16  pilafters 
that  meet  in  the  key  of  the  arch.  Each  valve  of  the  door  was  5 
feet  broad,  and  about  10  feet  high.  To  yield  light  to  this  large 
building,  befides  the  great  windows  in  the  porticos,  and  a  row  of 
windows  in  the  wall  above,  each  6  feet  high,  there  was  above  the 
gate  a  window  of  an  acute  angled  arch  19  feet  broad  in  bafe,  and 
27  in  height :  and  in  the  Eaft  end  between  the  turrets,  a  row  of 
five  parallel  windov/s,  each  2  feet  broad  and  10  high  :  above  thefe 
five  more  each  7  feet  high,  and  over  thefe  a  circular  window  near 
10  feet  diameter:  the  grand  gate,  the  windows,  the  pillars,  the 
projecting  table,  pedeftals,  cordons,  are  adorned  with  foliage, 
grapes,  and  other  carvings.  The  traverfe,  in  length  as  above,  feems 
to  have  been  built  by  the  families  of  Dunbar  and  Innes,  for  the 
North  part  of  it  is  called  the  Dunbar's  ifte,  and  the  South  part  the 
Junes'  ifie. 

O  o 
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The  chapter  houfe,  in  which  the  bifhop’s  privy  council  met,  (lands 
on  the  North  fide  of  the  choir :  it  is  a  curious  piece  of  architecture 
communicating  with  the  choir  by  a  vaulted  veflry.  The  houfe  is 
an  exact  octagon,  34  feethigh,  and  the  diagonal  breadth  within  walls 
37  feet :  it  is  almofl  a  cube,  arched  and  vaulted  at  top,  and  the  whole 
arched  roof  fupported  by  one  pillar  in  the  centre  of  the  houfe. 
Arched  pillars  from  every  angle  terminated  in  the  grand  pillar,  which 
is  9  feet  in  circumference,  crufled  over  with  1 6  pilaflers,  and  24 
feet  high :  adorned  with  a  chapiter,  from  which  arife  round  pillars 
that  fpread  along  the  roof,  and  join  at  top  ^  and  round  the  chapiter 
are  engraven  the  arms  of  feveral  bifhops.  There  is  a  large  window 
in  each  of  feven  fides,  the  eighth  fide  communicating,  as  was  faid, 
with  the  choir  *  and  in  the  North  wall  are  five  flails  cut  in  nitches 

■c  ’’ 

for  the  bifhop’s  miniflers  of  (late,  viz.  the  dean,  chanter,  arch  deacon, 
chancellor,  and  treafurer,  the  Dean's  Stall  railed  a  ftep  higher  than 
the  other  four.  This  flrudture  of  the  cathedral  came  to  decay  in 
the  manner  following,  viz.  The  regent  earl  of  Murray  being  ob¬ 
liged  to  levy  fome  forces,  and  being  flraitned  in  money,  appointed 
by  his  privy  council  February  14,  1567,  8,  the  fheriffs  of  Aberdeen 
and  Murray ,  with  other  gentlemen,  to  take  the  lead,  thatch  or  cover¬ 
ing  off  the  cathedrals  of  Aberdeen  and  Murray ,  and  to  fell  it  for  pay¬ 
ing  the  troops,  which  was  done,  and  (hipped  for  Holland ;  but  the 
Ihip  foon  after  launched  in  the  fea,  funk  with  the  lead,  which  it  is 
thought  was  done  by  a  fuperftitious  Roman  catholic,  who  was  cap¬ 
tain  of  it.  Of  this  whole  edifice,  the  chapter  houfe,  the  walls  of  the 
choir,  the  We  (tern  deeples  and  the  Eaflern  turrets  remain  as  yet  en¬ 
tire,  but  the  fide  walls  of  the  nave  and  the  traverfe  are  mod  part 
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fallen,  and  Peace  Sunday ,  An.  17  n,  the  great  tower  or  fteeple  in  the 
middle  fell  from  the  foundation. 

The  cathedral  ftood  within  the  precindi  of  the  college,  near  the 
river  fide  of  LoJJey :  this  precindi  was  walled  round  with  a  ftrong 
ftone  wall,  and  was  about  1000  yards  in  circumference,  a  part  of 
the  walls  ftill  remains  entire ;  it  had  four  gates,  every  one  of  which 
probably  had  (as  is  apparent  the  Eaftern  had)  an  iron  gate,  a  port¬ 
cullis,  and  a  porter’s  lodge:  within  the  precindi  the  dignified  clergy 
and  all  the  canons  had  houfes  and  gardens,  and  without  the  precindi, 
towards  the  town  of  Elgin,  there  was  a  fmall  burrow  with  a  crofs, 
where  the  church  men  purchafed  their  provifions.  The  bifhop’s 
place  flood  at  Spynie ,  a  large  mile  from  Elgin :  when  it  flood  entire, 
it  was  the  mofl  (lately  I  have  feen  in  any  diocefe  in  Scotland.  The 
area  of  the  buildings  was  an  oblong  fquare  of  60  yards ;  in  the 
South-Weft  corner  ftood  a  ftrong  tower  vaulted,  the  wall  9  feet  thick* 
with  an  eafy  winding  ftair-cafe,  a  cape  houfe  at  top,  with  a  battlement 
round  it.  In  the  other  three  corners  are  fmall  towers  with  narrow 
rooms.  In  the  South  fide  of  the  area,  there  was  a  chapel  and  tennis 
court :  and  in  other  parts  were  ftables  and  all  neceffary  offices.  The 
gate,  or  entry,  was  in  the  middle  of  the  Eaft  wall,  fecured  by  aniron 
grate  and  a  port-cullis:  over  the  gate  (land  the  arms  of  biffiop  John 
Innes ,  and  the  initial  letters  of  his  name,  which  affords  a  conjedlure, 
that  he  was  the  firft  who  built  any  part  of  this  court.  Around  the 
palace  was  a  fpacious  precindi,  with  gardens,  and  walks,  and  which 
now  pay  twelve  pounds  fterling  to  the  crown.  The  lands  of  Spynie 
and  the  precindi  were  granted  by  the  crown  to  one  gentleman  after 
another,  till  the  revolution,  and  fince  that  time,  the  precindi  con¬ 
tinues  in  the  crown,  and  the  lands  belong  to  Mr,  Brodie  of  Spynie , 
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now  of  Brodie  :  but  the  iron  grate,  the  roof,  thejoifts,  and  all  the 
timber  work  were  carried  off  by  the  former  leffees,  and  now  all  is 
in  decay. 

The  diocefe  of  Murray  comprifed  the  counties  of  Murray  and 
Nairn ,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  counties  of  Bamff  and  Invernefs , 
and  had  56  paftoral  charges.  What  the  revenue  of  this  bifhoprick 
was  before  the  reformation  cannot  now  be  well  known  ;  for  Patrick 
Hepburn ,  the  lad:  popifh  bifhop,  fewed  and  fold  at  leaft  a  third  part 
of  the  lands  of  the  bifhoprick,  including  what  he  was  obliged  to 
give  to  the  Regent  of  Scotland ,  An.  1568,  for  harbouring  his  inter- 
communed  uncle  James  Earl  of  Bothwell ,  who  married  our  unfor¬ 
tunate  Cb  Mary ,  An.  1563,  when  an  account  of  all  dignified 
clergy’s  revenues  was  called  in  by  the  parliament,  the  revenues  of 
the  bifhoprick  of  Murray ,  as  then  given  up,  were  as  follows ;  viz. 
In  money,  ^1649  :  7  :  Scots:  wheat,  10  bolls:  barley,  77 

chalders,  6  bolls,  3  firlots,  and  two  pecks :  oats,  2  chalders,  8 
bolls:  falmon,  8  lafts :  poultry,  223.  Befides  the  emoluments  of 
the  regality  of  Spynie ,  and  of  the  commiftaries  of  Spynie  and  Inver - 
nefs ,  and  the  great  teinds  of  the  parifh  of  Elgin,  and  of  St.  Andrew's 
in  Murray ,  Ogfton ,  Laggon ,  and  the  bifhop’s  fhare  of  the  revenues 
of  the  common  kirks. 

The  only  abby  we  had  was  that  at  Kinlofs ,  which  ftood  in  what 
is  now  called  the  parifii  of  that  name.  It  was  founded  by  K.  David 
I.  iomo  Kal.  Januarii ,  An.  1 1 50.  The  abbot  was  mitred,  and  had 
a  feat  in  parliament :  the  monks  were  of  the  Ciftercian  order,  called 
Monachi  Albi.  K.  David  endowed  it,  as  did  K.  William^  with 
many  lands.  Afelinus  was  the  firfi:  abbot,  and  Robert  Reid  was  the 
!a(L  The  revenues  of  the  abby,  An,  1 561,  were  found  to  be,  in 

money. 
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money,  ^1152  :  1  :  o,  Scots  :  barley  and  meal,  47  chalders,  11 
bolls,  1  firlot,  and  3  pecks:  oats,  10  bolls,  3  firlots :  wedders, 
34:  geefe,  41  :  capons,  60:  and  poultry,  125.  The  abbot  had 
a  regality  within  the  abby  lands :  Mr.  Edward  Bruce  was  made 
commendator,  and  afterwards  lord  of  Kinlofs ,  An.  1 604 :  from 
whom  Alexander  Brodie  of  Lethen  purchafed  the  lands  of  Kinlofs , 
and  the  fuperiority  of  the  other  abby-  lands.  The  ruins  of  the 
building  are  fo  fmall,  that  it  cannot  be  known  what  it  was  when 
entire;  for.  An.  1651  and  1652,  the  (tones  of  it  were  fold  and  car¬ 
ried  to  build  CromweV s  fort  at  Invernefs ,  and  nothing  now  remains 
but  confufed  ruins. 

The  oldeft  priory  we  had  in  this  province  was  at  Urquhart ,  three 
miles  Eaft  of  Elgin.  It  was  founded  by  K.  David  I.  An.  1125,  'm 
honor  of  the  Trinity.  It  was  a  cell  of  Dumfermline  with  Benedifiine 
monks.  K.  David  endowed  it  liberally.  The  revenues  thereof 
were  not  given  up  in  An.  1563,  and  fo  I  can  give  no  account  of 
them.  The  priory  lands  were  eredted  into  a  regality,  but  no  veftige 
of  the  buildings  now  remains.  In  j  565,  Alexander  Seton  was  made 
commendator,  and  1591,  created  Lord  Urquhart ,  and  An.  1605 
Earl  of  Dumfermline ;  but  the  honors  being  forfeited  in  1690,  Seton 
of  Barns  claimed  the  lordfhip,  and  about  An.  1730  it  was  purchafed 
by  the  family  of  Gordon . 

The  next  priory  was  at  Plufcarden ,  founded  by  K.  Alexander  II. 
An.  1230,  and  named  Vallis  Santti  Andrew.  It  was  planted  by 

Monachi  Vallis  Caulium.  None  but  the  prior  and  procurator  were 
allowed  to  go  without  the  precindl ;  the  monks  becoming  vicious 
were  expelled,  and  other  monks  brought  from  Dumfermline.  The 
lands  of  this  priory  were  very  confiderable,  and  they  had  a  Grangia 
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and  a  cell  of  monks  at  Grange  hill.  The  revenue  of  this  priory 
given  up  An.  1563,  was,  in  money,  ^525  :  10  :  Scots :  wheat, 

1  chalder,  1  boll,  2  firlots :  malt,  meal  and  barley,  51  chalders, 
4  bolls,  3  firlots,  1  peck:  oats,  5  chalders,  13  bolls:  dry  mul¬ 
tures,  9  chalders,  1 1  bolls :  falmon,  30  lafls.  The  buildings  flood 
4  miles  S.  W.  from  the  town  of  Elgin ,  in  a  warm  valley  called  the 
glen  of  Plufcarden.  The  walls  of  the  precindl  make  a  large  fquare, 
and  are  pretty  entire.  The  church  {lands  about  the  middle  of  the 
fquare,  a  fine  edifice  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  with  a  fquare  tower  all 
of  hewen  afhlar.  The  oratory  and  refedtory  join  to  the  South  end 
of  the  church,  under  which  is  the  dormitory.  The  chapter  houfe 
is  of  curious  work,  an  odlagonal  cube,  vaulted  roofs  fupported  by 
one  pillar,  all  as  yet  entire.  They  had  a  regality  in  the  priory  lands, 
and  a  diflindl  regality  in  Grange  hill ,  called  the  regality  of  Stanefore - 
noon.  At  the  reformation  Sir  Alexander  Seton  was,  An.  1565,  made 
commendator.  The  lands  of  Plufcarden  and  Old  Milns  near  Elgin 
paffed  through  feveral  hands,  and  are  now  the  property  of  James  Earl 
of  Fife. 

The  third  priory  was  at  Kingufie ,  founded  by  George  Earl  of 
Huntly ,  about  An.  1490.  Of  what  order  the  monks  were,  or  what 
were  the  revenues  of  the  priory,  I  have  not  learned.  The  few  lands 
belonging  to  it  being  the  donation  of  the  family  of  Huntly ,  were  at 
the  reformation  re-afilimed  by  them,  and  continue  to  be  their  pro¬ 
perty. 

There  were  likewife  within  this  province  feveral  convents  of  reli¬ 
gious  orders.  In  the  town  of  Elgin  were  Grey  Friars ,  Black  Friars 9 
Red  Friars ,  Femplars  HoufeSj  and  a  Nunnery  of  the  religious  of  St. 
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Katherine  of  Sienna .  There  were  other  convents  at  Forres  and  In¬ 
vernefs. 

Clofe  by  the  town  of  Elgin  Hood  the  praeceptory  of  Maifon  Dieu. 
It  was  a  hofpital  for  entertaining  Hrangers,  and  maintaining  poor 
infirm  people.  The  buildings  are  now  gone  to  ruins.  They  had 
confiderable  lands  in  the  parifhes  of  Elgin ,  Latibride ,  Knockando , 
and  Dundurkus ,  all  which  were  by  K.  James  VI.  and  Charles  I. 
granted  to  the  town  of  Elgin ,  and  now  hold  few  of  them. 

In  this  province  we  had  four  royal  forts ;  the  firft  Hood  on  a 
round  hill  that  overlooks  the  town  of  Elgin }  and  fome  of  the  walls, 
all  of  run  lime,  do  as  yet  remain.  The  Earls  of  Murray  fince  the 
year  1313  were  conHables  of  it,  and  had  confiderable  lands  for  their 
falary.  Their  office  continued  till  1748,  when  heritable  offices 
were  annexed  to  the  crown,  and  now  they  have  no  more  but 'the 
hill  called  Lady  hill ,  which  yields  a  fmall  rent  annually.  Another 
fort  Hood  in  the  town  of  Nairn ,  but  no  veHiges  of  it  now  remain. 
Mr.  Campbell  of  Calder  (and  formerly  the  banes  of  that  ilk)  was 
conHable,  and  in  1748  was  paid  a  compenfation  for  that  office.  The 
third  fort  was  at  Invernefs ,  of  which  the  Earls  of  Rofs  were  for¬ 
merly  conHables  •,  and  after  their  forfeiture,  the  Earl  of  Huntly  ob¬ 
tained  the  office  of  conHable,  with  very  confiderable  lands  as  falary, 
and  continued  to  be  conHable  till  1629.  I  need  not  here  fpeak  of 
CromweV s  fort  at  Invernefs ,  of  which  no  doubt  others  will  give  a 
full  account.  The  fourth  fort  was  at  Urquhart ,  on  the  WeH  fide 
of  Loch-Nefs  :  the  buildings  were  pretty  large,  and  in  a  great  part 
as  yet  Hand.  In  the  time  of  David  II.  Alexander  Boes  was  governor 
of  this  fort  ^  afterwards,  Chifolm  of  that  ilk  was  governor :  but 
fince  the  middle  of  century  fifteenth  I  do  not  find  it  had  any  go¬ 
vernor, 
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Vernor,  and  now  the  lands  of  Urquhart  are  the  property  of  Sir 
Ludowick  Grant  of  Grant.  Befides  thefe  forts  we  had  many  old 
caftles  within  this  province  commonly  called  Fortalicia.  One 
flood  at  Dujfus,  three  miles  North  of  Elgin,  and  was  the  feat  of 
the  chief  of  the  Moravienfes  as  early  as  the  eleventh  century.  The 
caftle  flood  on  a  green  mote,  on  the  bank  of  the  Loch  of  Spynie : 
it  was  a  fquare,  the  wall  about  20  feet  high,  and  5  feet  thick,  with 
a  parapet,  a  ditch,  and  a  draw  bridge :  within  the  fquare  were 
buildings  of  timber  for  accommodating  the  family,  and  alfo  necef- 
fary  offices*  The  walls  are  as  yet  pretty  entire.  Such  Fortalices 
were  alfo  at  Balveny  in  the  pariffi  of  Murtlich ,  at  Abernethy  in  that 
pariffi,  at  Lochindorb  in  the  pariffi  of  Cromdil ,  at  Raet  in  Nairn 
pariffi,  and  at  Ruthven  in  Kingufie  pariffi.  All  which  were  large 
fquares,  and  many  rooms  built  with  timber  within  the  walls. 

I  ffiall  give  no  account  of  the  modern  forts  of  Fort  George  at 
Ardirfeir ,  or  Fort  Auguftus  at  the  South  end  of  Loch-Nefs ,  and  ffiall 
only  defer] be  a  promontory  in  the  pariffi  of  Duffus ,  four  miles  from 
Elgin .  Our  hiflorians  call  it  Bnrgus ,  it  juts  into  the  frith,  and  rifes 
above  low  water  about  fixteen  yards.  To  the  Weft  and  North  it 
is  a  perpendicular  rock,  to  the  Eaft  the  afeent  is  fleep  but  graffiy, 
to  the  South  towards  land  the  afeent  is  more  eafy.  The  area  on 
the  top  is  near  a  rectangular  figure,  in  length  about  100  yards, 
and  in  breadth  about  50.  After  the  Danes  had  defeated  the  Scots 
army  at  Forres  about  An.  1008,  they  fent  for  their  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren,  and  made  this  promontory  an  afylum  to  them  and  a  place  of 
arms.  It  was  at  top  furrounded  with  a  ftrong  rampart  of  oaken 
Jogs,  of  which  fome  are  as  yet  digged  up :  by  a  trench  cut  on  the 
South  fide  they  brought  the  fea  round  the  promontory,  and  within 
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this,  had  other  trenches,  and  they  fortified  it  to  the  Eaft.  The 
trenches  are  now  filled  up.  After  the  battle  of  Mortlich  in  the  year 
1010,  the  Danes  abandoned  it,  and  left  the  country  of  Murray . 
To  return. 

(17.)  Columba  Dunbar  fucceeded,  and  died  An.  1435. 

(18.)  John  Winchejler ,  L.  B.  and  chaplain  to  king  James  II.  was 
confecrated,  1438,  and  died  1458.  In  1452,  the  king  ere&ed  the 
town  of  Spynie  into  a  free  burgh  of  barony,  and  erected  all  the  lands 
of  the  bifhoprick  into  the  regality  of  Spynie. 

(19.)  James  Stewart ,  dean,  confecrated  1458,  died  An.  1460. 
(20.)  David  Stewart ,  parfon  of  Spynie ,  fucceeded  in  1461,  built 
the  high  tower  of  the  palace,  and  died  An.  1475. 

£2 1.)  William  I’ulloch ,  tran dated  from  Orkney ,  An.  1477,  was 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  and  died  1482. 

(22.)  Andrew  Stewart ,  Dean  of  Murray  and  Privy  Seal,  fuc¬ 
ceeded,  An.  1483,  and  died  1498. 

(23.)  Andrew  Foreman ,  commendator  of  Dry  Burgh ,  fucceeded. 
An.  1501,  and  was  trandated  to  St.  Andrew's ,  An.  1514. 

(24.)  James  Hepburn  fucceeded,  and  died  An.  1524. 

(25.)  Robert  Shaw ,  fon  of  Sauchy  and  abbot  of  Paijly ,  was  con¬ 
fecrated  1525,  and  died  1528. 

(26.)  Alexander  Stewart ,  fon  of  the  Duke  of  Alb  any ,  fucceeded, 
and  died  An.  1535. 

(27.)  Patrick  Hepburn ,  uncle  to  James  Earl  of  BothwelU  and 
commendator  of  Scoon,  was  confecrated  An.  \SZ1-  dilapidated, 
fewed,  or  fet  in  long  leafes  a  great  part  of  the  church  lands,  and 

died  An.  1 573,  on  the  20th  June . 
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I  have  feen  feveral  catalogues  of  the  popifh  bifhops  of  Murray , 
both  printed  and  manufcript,  but  all  imperfed! ;  comparing  thefe 
with  the  writings  of  Sir  James  Dalrymple ,  Sir  Robert  Sibbald ,  Bifhop 
Keith,  the  chartulary  of  Murray ,  and  the  chronicle  of  Mel  Rofs , 
the  above  catalogue  may  I  think  be  depended  upon.  To  return  to 
the  queries. 

XIV.  There  are  in  this  province  manufcript  hiftories  of  feveral 
families,  which  might  be  of  fome  fervice  in  compiling  a  general  hif- 
tory  •,  as  of  the  families  of  Dunbar ,  Junes,  Brodie ,  C alder,  Kilravock , 
MMntofh,  and  Grant .  With  regard  to  antient  weapons,  I  have 
feen  in  the  houfe  of  Grant ,  of  Kilravock ,  and  in  other  houfes,  fteel 
helmets,  habergeons,  and  coats  of  mail,  and  of  buff  leather.  Ad¬ 
der  Hones,  glafs  beds,  &c.  are  but  amulets  not  worth  regarding^ 

XV.  I  know  not  one  pidlure  worth  regarding,  except  a  pidlure 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  in  the  houfe  of  Caftle  Grant . 

XVI.  No  battle  in  the  parifh  of  Elgin ,  but  many  within  this 
province,  as  at  Forres ,  about  An.  1008,  betwixt  the  Scots  and  Danes ; 
at  Mortlich ,  An.  1010,  between  the  fame ;  at  Spey -mouth.  An.  1078, 
the  King  again!!  the  Moravienfes ;  again,  An.  mo,  again!!  the  fame 
people  j  and,  An.  1160,  on  the  Muir  ofUrquhart ,  king  Malcolm  IV. 
again!!  the  fame  Moravienfes  ;  at  Ceanlochlochie ,  An.  1 544,  betwixt 
the  Fraziers  and  McDonalds ;  at  Glenlivot ,  An.  1 594,  the  King  again!! 
the  Earls  of  Huntly ,  Errol ,  and  Angus  \  at  Auldearn ,  An.  1645,  the 
Covenanters  again!!  Montrofe ;  at  Cromdel ,  yfe.  1690,  the  King’s  troops 
again!!  the  Highlanders  j  and  at  Culloden ,  ./&.  1745,  the  Duke  of 
Cumberland  again!!  the  Rebels. 

XVII.  Druidifm  having  been  the  form  of  religion  in  this  coun¬ 
try  before  ChriHianity,  the  people  Hill  retain  fome  fuperftitious  cuf- 
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toms  of  that  Pagan  religion.  As  Bel-tein :  on  the  firft  of  May  the 
herds  of  feveral  farms  gather  dry  wood,  put  fire  to  it,  and  dance 
three  times  Southways  about  the  pile.  In  the  middle  of  June  farm¬ 
ers  go  round  their  corn  with  burning  torches,  in  memory  of  the 
Cere  alia.  On  Hallow  even  they  have  feveral  fuperftitious  cuftomSi 
At  the  full  moon  in  March  they  cut  withes  of  the  mifletoe  or  ivy, 
make  circles  of  them,  keep  them  all  year,  and  pretend  to  cure  hec- 
ticks  and  other  troubles  by  them.  And  at  marriages  and  baptifms 
they  make  a  proceflion  around  the  church,  Deafoil ,  i.  e.  funways, 
becaufe  the  fun  was  the  immediate  objedt  of  the  Druids'  worfhip. 

XVIII.  Their  fports  are  hunting,  firing  at  marks,  foot-ball, 
club-ball,  &c.  And  the  only  annual  feftival  they  obferve  is 
Chrijlmas ;  fpent  more  as  the  Saturnalia  were  of  old,  than  as  Chriji's, 
birth  ought  to  be. 

XIX.  We  have  no  true  marie  in  this  country,  nor  any  ajbejlus : 
but  we  have  granite,  talcum,  lapis  fpecularis,  and  at  Stadtjield  with¬ 
in  four  miles  of  Elgin  there  was  lately  found  lead  ore,  and  in  Glen¬ 
garry  they  have  for  feveral  years  had  an  iron  forge  and  made  pigs 
of  iron  *,  likewife  about  40  years  ago  a  company  from  England  fee 
up  a  mill  and  forge  for  iron  in  Ahernethy  in  Strathfpey ,  and  made 
very  good  bars  of  iron,  but  through  their  own  extravagance  they 
abandoned  it.  There  is  through  all  this  province  great  plenty  of 
iron  ore.  I  have  often  feen  the  ignis  fatuus ,  which  is  a  piece  of 
rotten  birch  v/ood,  lying  in  a  mire,  and  fliining  in  a  dark  night, 
like  a  flame  of  firs :  likewife  ignis  lambens ,  which  is  an  undtuous 
vapour  falling  upon  a  man’s  -wig,  or  mane  of  a  horfe,  which  fhines 
bright,  but  by  a  flight  rub  it  is  extinguifhed. 
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XX.  Great  plenty  of  the  particulars  in  the  20th  quasry  may  be 
found  on  the  fea  coafl  in  this  province ;  if  any  will  take  the  trouble 
to  colled  them. 

XXL  I  know  no  fpecies  of  wood  remarkable,  and  peculiar  to 
this  province,  except  Red  Saugh ,  or  fallow,  which  is  no  lefs  beau- 
tifull  than  mahogany,  and  is  much  more  firm  and  tough,  and  not  fo 
brittle }  it  receives  a  fine  polifh,  and  in  color  refembles  light-colored 
mahogany  ;  it  grows  in  rocks,  and  is  very  rare.  But  we  have  great 
forefls  of  firs  and  birches :  and  as  the  Grampian  hills  divide  in 
Athol  into  one  branch  running  Northward,  and  another  Eaflwardj 
in  the  former  branch  are  great  woods  of  fir  and  birch  in  Rreadalbane , 
Rannoch ,  Strathfpey ,  Badenoch ,  Glen-morifton ,  Strathglafs ,  and  Strath*- 
carron  in  Sutherland ;  and  in  the  other  branch  are  fuch  forefls  in 
Brae-mar ,  Glen-muik ,  Glen-tanner ,  &c.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
thefe  are  the  remains  of  the  antient  Sylva  Caledonia .  Among  other 
vegetables,  we  have  in  great  plenty,  in  the  heaths  and  woods,  the  fol¬ 
io  wing  berries,  viz.  wild  rafps,  wild  flraw berries,  blueberries,  bug- 
berries,  uva  urfte^  &c.  And  we  have  one  root  I  cannot  but  take 
notice  of,  which  we  call  Carmele :  it  is  a  root  that  grows  in  heaths 
and  birch  woods  to  the  bignefs  of  a  large  nut,  and  fometimes  four 
or  five  roots  joined  by  fibres ;  it  bears  a  green  flalk,  and  a  fmall 
red  flower.  Bio ,  (peaking  of  the  Caledonians ,  fays,  u  Cerium  cibi 

SI 

“  genus  parant  ad  omnia ,  quem  ft  ceperint  quantum  eft  unius  fab^e 
“  magnitudo ,  minime  efunire  aut  fitire  foleniB  Ctefar  de  Bel.  Civ . 
lib.  3tio-  writes,  that  Valerius's  foldiers  found  a  root  called  Chara, 
“  quod  admiftum  ladle  ?nultam  inop  lams  levabat ,  id  ad  Jimilitudinurn 
panis  efficiebantV  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  our  Carmele  (i.  e. 

I  west  root)  is  Bios  Cibi  genus ,  and  Caefar' s  Chara  :  I  have  often 
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feen  it  dried,  and  kept  for  journeys  through  hills  where  no  provifions 
could  be  had  :  I  have  likewife  feen  it  pounded  and  infufed,  and 
when  yefl  or  barm  is  put  to  it,  it  ferments,  and  makes  a  liquor 
more  agreeable  and  wholefome  than  mead.  It  grows  fo  plentifully, 
that  a  cart  load  of  it  can  eafily  be  gathered,  and  the  drink  of  it  is 
very  balfamic. 

XXII.  Sea  fowl  in  this  province  refort  in  winter  to  lakes  and 
lochs,  as  Loch  of  Spynie ,  Loch-Nefs ,  Loch-Nadorb ,  &c.  Eagles 
and  Falcons  breed  in  high  rocks  and  inacceffible  mountains,  as 
Sccrgave  in  Rothemurchus .  There  are  fome  fpecies  of  fowls,  if  not 
peculiar  to  this  province,  at  lead  rare  in  other  countries :  fuch  as, 
the  Caperkyly ,  as  large  as  the  domeftick  Turkey  \  it  frequents  the  fir 
woods,  and  perches  in  the  top  of  very  tall  trees,  but  the  hen  breeds 
in  the  heath.  Another  fowl  is  the  Black  Cock ,  which  frequents  birch 
woods  in  hills,  is  of  the  fize  of  a  capon,  of  a  fhining  blue  color :  it 
is  by  fome  authors  called  G alius  Scoticanus.  A  third  fowl  is  Tar- 
magan ,  of  the  fize  of  a  Partridge,  haunts  the  high  rocky  hills,  is  of 
a  color  fpotted  brown  and  white.  Thefe  three  fowls  are  very  harm- 
lefs,  and  make  delicious  food. 

N.  B .  In  anfwering  quaery  IV.  it  is  omitted  that  our  natural 
phyficians,  when  they  find  a  toe  or  a  finger  hurt,  and  beginning  to 
corrupt,  they  ftrike  it  off  with  a  chizzel,  and  fere  the  wound  with 
a  hot  iron,  and  foon  cure  it.  Inftead  of  bleeding  by  lancets,  they 
fcarify  the  flefli  about  the  ancle,  and  they  take  blood  from  the  nafal 
vein  by  cleaving  the  quill  of  a  hen  and  binding  it  into  tour  branches, 
and  fcarifying  the  noftrils  thereby.  For  vomits,  they  uie  a  decotli- 
on  of  groundfill,  of  the  bark  of  the  fervice  tree,  and  a  deception 
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©f  Holborn  faugh  -9  and  for  purgatives,  the  decoftion  of  fervice 
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bark  and  a  deco6tion  of  mugwort  boiled  in  new  whey.  In  anfwer- 

* 

ing  qnsry  I.  I  omitted  to  fay,  that  the  river  of  Bewly  was  antiently 
called  Farar :  it  rifes  in  the  hills  towards  Glenelg ,  and  runs  through 
Glenftrathfarar  \  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  in  Ptolemy's  Geo¬ 
graphical  Tables  the  Murray  frith  is  called  PEJiuarium  Vararis  from 
the  river  Farar  (changing  the  F  into  V)  that  falls  into  the  head  of  it. 
And  the  river  was  called  Bewly  when.  An.  1230,  a  priory  of  the 
monks  Vallis  Caulium  was  fettled  there,  who  called  their  feat  Beau- 
lieu ,  i.  e.  Bello  loco ;  and  then  the  old  name  of  Farar  was  difconti- 
nued,  except  among  the  Highlanders. 
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The  LIFE  of  JAMES  CRICHTON,  of  CLUNIE ; 
COMMONLY  CALLED  THE  ADMIRABLE  CRICHTON. 


THIS  compilation  was  fome  years  ago  printed  at  Aberdeen .  I  have  had  opportu¬ 
nity  of  comparing  it  with  mod:  of  the  authorities  quoted  in  fupport  of  the  hif- 
tory  of  fo  extraordinary  a  perfon,  and  find  them  ufed  with  judgement  and  fide¬ 
lity.  Excepting  a  few  notes,  I  prefent  it  to  the  readers  in  the  hate  I  found  it : 
and  fhall  only  acquaint  them  that  the  life  of  this  Glory  of  North  Britain  may 
be  found  in  the  8ifl  Number  of  the  Adventurer ,  treated  in  a  more  elegant,  but 
far  lefs  comprehenfive  manner.. 


THIS  gentleman  was  defcended  from  a  very  antient  family 
his  father  Robert  Crichton  of  Clunie  and  Eliock ,  was  one  of 
thofe  who  commanded  Queen  Mary's  army  at  the  battle  of  Langfide 
in  the  year  1568.  He  was  born  at  Clunie  %  his  paternal  inheritance* 

*  The  prefent  houfe  of  Clunie  Hands  in  an  ifland  in.  a  lake  of  the  fame  name. 
But  the  old  houfe  or  caftle  flood  on  one  fide  of  the  water  :  and  its  place  is  dillin- 
guifhed  by  nothing  but  a  mound  and  imperfeft  moat, 
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in  die  fhire  of  Perth ,  in  the  year  1551.  He  was  taught  his  grammar 
at  the  fchool  of  Perth ,  and  his  philofophy  at  the  univerfity  of  St. 
^Andrews  *  under  Mr.  John  Rutherford  -f.  He  had  hardly  attained 
to  the  20th  year  of  his  age,  when  he  had  run  through  the  whole 
circle  of  the  fciences,  and  could  fpeak  and  write  to  perfedlion  in 
ten  different  languages-,  but  this  was  not  all,  for  he  had  likewife 
improved  himfelf  to  the  utmofl  degree  in  riding,  dancing,  Tinging, 
and  playing  upon  all  forts  of  inflruments. 

Having  thus  accomplifhed  hjmfelf  at  home,  his  parents  fent  him 
abroad  to  accomplifh  him  further  by  travelling.  And  coming  to 
Parish  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  what  confirmation  he  raifed  in  that 
famous  univerfity ;  as  we  have  it  from  an  eye-witnefs,  who  gives  us 
this  account  of  it  J  “  There  came,”  fays  he,  “  to  the  college  of 
“  Navarre ,  a  young  man  of  20  years  of  age,  who  was  perfedlly 
“  well  feen  in  all  the  fciences,  as  the  mofl  learned  mailers  of  the 
“  univerfity  acknowleged :  In  vocal  and  inflrumental  mufick  none 
<c  could  excel  him,  in  painting  and  drawing  in  colors  none  could 
“  equal  him ;  in  all  military  feats  he  was  mofl  expert,  and  could 
“  play  with  the  fword  fo  dexteroufly  with  both  his  hands  that  no 
cc  man  could  fight  him ;  when  he  faw  his  enemy  or  antagonifl,  he 
“  would  throw  himfelf  upon  him  at  one  jump  of  2c  or  24  feet 

t 

*  Vid.  Aid.  Manut.  Epid.  Ded.  Paradox.  Cicer;  Di£t.  Critiq.  .&  Hidor.  par 
M.  Bayle;  Dempfter  Hid.  Ecclef.  p.  1876.  Joan,  imperialis  Muf.  Hidor.  p.  241. 
Sir  Thomas  Urquhart’s  Vindication  of  the  Scots  Nation,  &c. 

f  Aldus  calls  Crichton  fird  coudn  to  the  King,  and  fays  that  he  was  educated 
along  with  his  Majedy  under  Buchanan ,  Hepburn ,  Robertfon ,  and  Rutherford . 

J  Steph.  Pafch.  Difquif.  lib.  5.  cap,  2-3. 


u  diflance: 


ce  diftance  :  He  was  a  mailer  of  arts,  and  difputed  with  us  in  the 
“  fchoois  of  the  college  upon  medicine,  the  civil  and  canon  law, 
“  and  theology ;  and  although  we  were  above  fifty  in  number,  be- 
“  fides  above  three  thoufand  that  were  prefent ;  and  fo  pointedly 
w  and  learnedly  he  anfwered  to  all  the  queftions  that  were  propofed 
“  to  him,  that  none  but  they  that  were  prefent  can  believe  it.  He 
“  fpake  Latin ,  Greeks  Hebrew ,  and  other  languages  moft  politely : 
“  he  was  likewife  an  excellent  horfeman,  and  truely  if  a  man  fhould 
“  live  an  hundred  years  without  eating,  drinking  or  fieeping,  he 
“  could  not  attain  to  this  man’s  knowledge,  which  (truck  us  with  a 
“  panick  fear ;  for  he  knew  more  than  human  nature  could  well 
“bear;  he  overcame  four  of  the  doctors  of  the  church;  for  in 
“  learning  none  could  conteil  with  him,  and  he  was  thought  to  be 
cc  Antichrift 

Sir  Thomas  Urqnhart  of  Cromarty  giving  an  account  of  this  dis¬ 
pute,  fays,  that  Crichton ,  when  he  came  to  Paris ,  caufed  fix  pro¬ 
grams  on  all  the  gates  of  the  fchoois,  halls  and  colleges  belonging 
to  the  univerfity,  and  on  all  the  pillars  and  polls  before  the  houfes 
of  the  molt  renowned  men  for  literature  in  the  city,  inviting  all 
thofe  who  were  well  verfed  in  any  art  or  fcience,  to  difpute  with 
him  in  the  college  of  Navarre ,  that  day  fix  weeks,  by  nine  of  the 
clock  in  the  morning,  where  he  lhould  attend  them,  and  be  ready 
to  anfwer  to  whatever  fhould  be  proponed  to  him  in  any  art  or  fci¬ 
ence,  and  in  any  of  thefe  twelve  languages,  Hebrew ,  Syriack ,  Ara - 
hick ,  Greek ,  Latin ,  Spanijh ,  French ,  Italian ,  Englijh ,  Dutch ,  Flemijh 
or  Sclavonian ,  and  that  either  in  verfe  or  profe,  at  the  difcretion  of 
the  difputant ;  and  during  all  this  time  inltead  of  making  a  clofs 
application  to  his  itudies,  he  minded  nothing,  but  hunting,  hawk- 
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ing,  tilting,  vaulting,  riding  of  a  well  managed  horfe,  toiling  the 
pike,  handling  the  mufket,  and  other  military  feats,  or  in  houfe 
games,  fuch  as  balls,  concerts  of  mufick  vocal  and  indrumental, 
cards,  dice,  tennis,  and  the  other  diverfions  of  youth  ;  which  fo 
provoked  the  Undents  of  the  univerfity,  that  they  caufed  write  beneath 
the  program  that  was  fixt  on  the  Sorbonne  gate,  44  If  you  would 
44  meet  with  this  monfter  of  perfedtion,  to  make  fearch  for  him  ei- 
44  ther  in  the  tavern  or  bawdy-houfe,  is  the  readied  way  to  find 
44  him.”  Yet  upon  the  day  appointed  he  met  with  them  in  the  col¬ 
lege  of  Navarrey  and  acquit  himfelf  beyond  expredion  in  that  dis¬ 
pute,  which  laded  from  nine  till  fix  of  the  clock  at  night :  At 
length,  the  Pr^efes  having  extolled  him  highly,  for  the  many  rare 
and  wonderfull  endowments  that  God  and  nature  had  bedowed  up¬ 
on  him,  he  rofe  from  his  chair,  and  accompanied  by  four  of  the 
mod  eminent  profefTors  of  the  univerfity,  gave  him  a  diamond  ring 
and  a  purfe  full  of  gold,  as  a  tedimony  of  their  love  and  favor, 
which  ended  with  the  acclamations  and  repeated  huzza’s  of  the 
fpedators.  And  ever  after  that  he  was  called,  The  Admirable 
Crichton .  And  my  author  fays,  that  he  was  fo  little  fatigued  with 
that  day’s  dilpute,  that  the  very  next  day  he  went  to  the  Louvre , 
where  he  had  a  match  of  tilting,  an  exercife  in  great  requed  in  thofe 
days,  and  in  the  prefence  of  fome  princes  of  the  court  of  France , 
and  a  great  many  ladies,  he  carried  away  the  ring  fifteen  times  on 
end,  and  broke  as  many  lances  on  the  Saracen. 

The  learned  M.  duLauny ,  in  hishidory  of  the  college  of  Navarrey 
finding  the  hidory  of  this  difpute  recorded  in  a  MS.  hiftory  of  the 
college  of  Navarre,  and  the  like  account  of  a  Spaniard  mTrithemius , 
confounds  the  two  together,,  and  robs  our  author  of  the  glory  of 
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this  action,  and  places  it  in  the  year  1445,  whereas  it  .Should  be  in 
the  year  1571,  as  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  authority  of 
thofe  that  were  cotemporary  with  him,  and  knew  him,  and  have 
recorded  this  of  him  ^  but  we  need  not  be  furprized  at  M.  duLaunf  s: 
denying  him  the  glory  of  this  addon,  when  we  find  M.  Baillet ,  an¬ 
other  learned  Frenchman ,  denying  there  ever  was  fuch  a  man  as  our 
author*,  notwithftanding  that  Aldus  Manutius  dedicates  his  book 
of  Cicero's  paradoxes  to  him  in  the  year  1581,  and  that  the  mod  of 
the  eminent  men  in  Italy  in  that  age  were  acquainted  with  him,  as 
we  fhall  fhow  in  the  remaining  part  of  the  hiflory  of  his  life.  A- 
bout  two  years  after  his  difpute  at  Paris ,  Trajano  Boccalini  in  his 
advertifements  from  Parnaflus,  tells  us,  that  he  came  to  Rome , 
Boccalini  being  then  at  Rome ,  himfelf,  and  by  a  placad  which  he 
affixed  upon  all  the  eminent  places  of  the  city,  he  challenged  ail 
the  learned  men  in  Rome ,  in  the  following  terms,  Nos  Jacobus 
Crichtonus  Scotus ,  cuicunquc  rei  propojitte  ex  improvifo  refpondebimus . 
That  is  to  fay,  he  was  ready  to  anfwer  to  any  queflion  that  could 
be  propofed  to  him,  without  being  previoufly  advertifed  of  it. 
Upon  which  the  wits  put  a  paper  in  Pafquin's  f  hand,  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  ridicule  him ;  but  that  noways  difcouraging  him,  he  came 
at  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  his  placad,  and  in  the  prefence 

*  Hill.  des  Enf.  Celeb. 

f  The  pafquinade  was  to  this  elfeft,  written  beneath  the  challenge,  And  he  that 
<wili  fee  it  let  him  go  to  the  Jigne  of  the  Faulcon  and  it  fhall  be  fhe^wn.  This,  fays 
Boccalini ,  made  fuch  an  impreffion  on  Crichton ,  that  he  left  the  place  where  he 
was  fo  grofly  affronted  as  to  be  put  on  a  level  with  jugglers  and  mounte¬ 
banks. 
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of  the  pope,  many  cardinals,  bifhops,  doctors  of  divinity,  and  pro- 
feffors  in  all  the  fciences  ;  he  gave  fuch  furprizing  instances  of  his 
univerfal  knowlege,  that  they  were  no  lefs  furprized  with  him,  than 
they  had  been  at  Paris. 

From  Rome  he  goes  to  Venice ,  where  he  contracted  an  intimate 
friendship  with  Aldus  Manutius ,  Laurentius  Mafia ,  Speron  Speronius , 
and  feveral  other  learned  men,  to  whom  he  prefented  feveral  poems 
in  commendation  of  the  city  and  univerfity,  and  among  the  red, 
one  to  Aldus  Manutius ,  which  we  have  dill  extant  in  the  Deliti^e 
Poetarum  Scotorum  *.  This  poem  gave  him  a  very  agreeable  fur- 
prize,  being  prefented  by  a  Stranger,  whom  he  judged  by  the  per¬ 
formance  to  be  a  perfon  of  an  extraordinary  genius;  but  when  he 
came  to  difcourfe  with  him,  he  was  Struck  with  admiration,  and 
finding  him  known  in  every  thing,  he  brought  him  to  the  acquaint¬ 
ance  of  all  the  people  of  learning  or  note  that  were  in  Venice ,  and 
all  of  them  were  fo  furprized  with  him,  that  they  thought  him,  as 
he  really  was,  the  wonder  of  the  world,  and  never  Spoke  of  him 
but  with  admiration ;  at  length  being  brought  before  the  doge  and 
fenate,  he  made  a  handfome  Speech  to  them,  which  being  accom¬ 
panied  with  all  the  graces  and  beauties  of  eloquence  and  nature  -j- 
that  appeared  in  his  perfon  in  their  utmoft  luftre,  he  received  the 
thanks  of  the  fenate,  and  nothing  was  talked  through  the  whole 
city,  but  of  this  prodigy  of  nature.  Having  Stayed  for  fome  time 
at  Venice ,  he  went  to  Padua  to  vifit  the  learned  men  that  were  at 
that  famous  univerfity  ;  and  he  had  no  Sooner  arrived  there,  but 

i 

*  Delitiae  Poet.  Scot,  ubi  Supra, 
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there  was  a  meeting  of  all  the  learned  men  in  the  city,  in  the  houfe 
of  Jacobus  Moyfius  Cornelius ,  to  wait  upon  him,  and  converfe  with 
him  :  He  opened  the  affembly  with  an  extemporary  poem  in  praife 
of  the  city,  univerfity,  and  the  affembly  that  had  honored  him  with 
their  prefence  at  that  time ;  and  after  fix  hours  of  a  difpute,  which 
he  fuftained  againff:  them,  in  whatever  they  could  propofe  to  him 
in  all  the  fciences,  he  concluded  with  an  extemporary  oration  in 
praife  of  ignorance,  that  Aldus  Manulius  *  fays  that  they  all  thought 
that  they  were  in  a  dream,  and  that  he  had  almoft  perfuaded 
them  that  it  was  better  to  be  ignorant,  than  learned  and  wife. 
Some  time  after  this  he  fixed  a  paper  on  the  gates  of  St.  John 
and  St.  Paul9 s  churches,  wherein  he  offered  to  prove  before  the 
univerfity,  that  there  was  an  infinite  number  of  errors  in  Arif- 
totle\  philofophy,  which  was  then  only  in  vogue,  and  in  all  his 
commentaries,  both  in  theological  and  philofophical  matters,  and 
to  refute  the  dreams-  of  feveral  mathematicians :  He  likewife  made 
an  offer  to  difpute  in  all  the  fciences,  and  to  anfwer  to  whatever 
fhould  be  propofed  to  him,  or  objected  againfl  him,  either  in  the 
common  logical  way,  or  by  numbers  and  mathematical  figures,  or 
in  a  hundred  forts  of  verfes  as  they  pleafed. 

Aldus  Manutius ,  who  was  prefent  at  this  difpute,  fays  f ,  that  he 
performed  all  that  he  had  promifed,  to  their  greateft  amazement : 
And  he  tells  us  likewife  of  another  difpute  that  he  had  before  a 
great  concourfe  of  people  in  the  bifhop  of  Padua9 s  houfe,  without 
mentioning  the  occafion  or  particulars  of  it  j  but  Joannes  Imperialism 


*  Aldus  Man.  Prasf.  in  Cicer.  Farad,, 
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tells  us  that  he  was  informed  by  his  father,  who  was  prefent  at 
this  difpute,  that  it  was  with  one  Archangellus  Mercenarius,  a  fa¬ 
mous  philofopher,  upon  philofophical  fubjedts,  in  which  he  acquit¬ 
ted  himfelf  fo  well,  that  his  adverfary  owned  before  the  affembly 
that  he  had  overcome  him. 

From  Venice  he  went  to  Mantua  •,  at  this  time  there  was  a  gladi¬ 
ator  at  Mantua ,  who  had  foiled  in  his  travels  the  moil  famous 
fencers  in  Europe ,  and  had  lately  killed  in  that  city  three  perfons 
who  had  entered  the  lifts  with  him ;  the  Duke  of  Mantua  was  high¬ 
ly  offended  that  he  had  granted  this  fellow  his  protection,  fince  it 
had  fuch  a  fatal  confequence  :  Crichton  being  informed  of  this,  of¬ 
fered  his  fervice  to  the  Duke,  to  rid  not  only  his  dominions,  but 
Italy  of  this  murtherer,  and  to  fight  him  for  fifteen  hundred  pift 
toles :  though  the  Duke  was  unwilling  to  expofe  fuch  a  fine  gen¬ 
tleman  as  our  author,  to  fuch  an  hazard,  yet  relying  upon  the  re¬ 
port  of  his  performances  in  all  warlike  atchievements,  it  was  agreed 
to ;  and  the  time  and  place  being  appointed,  the  whole  court  were 
witnefs  to  the  performance.  In  the  beginning  of  the  combat, 
Crichton  was  upon  the  defenfive,  and  the  Italian  attacked  him  with 
fuch  vigor  and  eagernefs,  that  he  began  to  grow  faint,  having  over- 
adted  himfelf;  then  our  author  attacked  him  with  fuch  dexterity 
and  vigor,  that  he  run  him  through  the  body  in  three  different 
places,  of  which  he  immediately  died.  The  huzza’s  and  acclama¬ 
tions  of  the  fpedtators  were  extraordinary  upon  this  occafion,  and 
all  of  them  acknowleged,  that  they  had  never  feen  art  grace  nature, 
nor  nature  fecond  the  precepts  of  art,  with  fo  much  livelinefs  as 

they 
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they  had  feen  that  day ;  and  to  crown  the  glory  of  this  action, 
Crichton  bellowed  the  prize  of  his  vidtory  upon  the  widows 
who  had  loft  their  hufbands  in  lighting  with  this  gladiator. 

Thefe,  and  his  other  wonderful!  performances,  moved  the  Duke 
of  Mantua  to  make  choice  of  him  for  preceptor  to  his  fon  Vincent 
de  Gonzagua ,  a  prince  of  a  riotous  temper,  and  dilfolute  life.  The 
court  was  highly  pleafed  with  the  Duke’s  choice,  and  for  their  di- 
verfion  he  compofed  a  comedy,  wherein  he  expofed  and  ridiculed  * 
all  the  weakneftes  and  failures  of  the  feveral  employments  that  men 
betake  themfelves  to  •,  which  was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  mod 
ingenious  fatires  that  ever  was  made  upon  mankind ;  but  that 
which  was  molt  wonderfull  and  aftonilhing  was,  that  he  himfelf 
perfonated  the  divine,  philofopher,  lawyer,  mathematician,  physi¬ 
cian,  and  foldier,  with  fuch  an  inimitable  grace,  that  every  time 

he 


*  The  unhappy  effect  that  this  humour  had  on  two  maids  of  honor  is  admirably 
told  by  Sir  Thomas  Urquhart,  a  fecond  Rabelais ,  and  the  belt  tranflator  of  that 
extravagant  author. 

44  They  heard  in  him  alone  the  promifeuous  fpeech  of  fifteen  feveral  aCtors,  by 
44  the  various  ravifhments  of  the  excellencies  whereof,  in  the  frolicknefs  of  a  jo- 
44  cound  Itraine  beyond  expectation,  the  logof-afeinated  fpirits  of  the  beholding 
44  hearers  and  auricularie  fpeCtators,  were  fo  on  a  fudden  feazed  upon  in  their 
44  rifible  faculties  of  the  foul,  and  all  their  vital  motions  fo  univerfally  aftefted  in 
44  this  extremitie  of  agitation,  that,  to  avoid  the  inevitable  charmes  of  his  intoxi- 
44  eating  ejaculations,  and  the  accumulative  influences  of  fo  powerfull  a  tranfporta- 
44  tion,  one  of  my  Lady  Dutchefs  chief  maids  of  honour,  by  the  vehemencie  of  the 
44  ihock  of  thofe  incomprehenfible  raptures,  burft  forth  into  a  laughter,  to  the 
4-4  rupture  of  a  veine  in  her  body ;  and  another  young  lady,  by  the  irrefiflible 

45  violence 


3°3 


APPENDIX. 


S°4 

he  appeared  upon  the  theatre,  he  feemed  to  be  a  different  perfon  *, 
but  from  being  the  principal  adlor  of  a  comedy,  he  became  the 
wofull  fuhject  of  a  mod  lamentable  tragedy,  being  mod  barbarouf* 
ly  murthered  by  his  pupil,  which  happened  thus  : 

One  night  as  he  was  walking  alongd  the  dreets  in  the  time  of 
the  carnaval,  and  playing  upon  his  guitarre,  he  was  attacked  by 
half  a  dozen  of  people  in  malks  •,  but  they  found  that  they  had  not 
an  ordinary  perfon  to  deal  with,  for  they  were  not  able  to  dand 
their  ground  againd  him,  and  having  difarmed  the  principal  perfon 
amongd  them,  he  pulled  off  his  mafk ,  and  begged  his  life,  telling 
him,  that  he  was  the  prince  his  pupil.  Crichton ,  who  immediately 
knew  him,  fell  down  upon  his  knees,  and  told  him,  that  he  was 
forry  for  his  midake,  and  that  what  he  had  done  was  only  in  his 
own  defence,  and  that  if  he  had  any  defign  upon  his  life,  he  might 
always  be  mader  of  it^  and  then  taking  his  own  fword  by  the  point, 

he 

4‘4  violence  of  the  pleasure  unawares  infufed,  where  the  tender  receptibilitie  of  her 
44  too  too  tickled  fancie  was  left  able  to  hold  out,  fo  unprovidedly  was  furprifed, 
44  that,  with  no  lefs  impetuofitie  of  ridibundal  paffion  then  (as  hath  been  told) 
44  occaffoned  a  fracture  in  the  other  young  ladie,  the,  not  able  longer  to  fupport 
44  the  well  beloved  burden  of  fo  exceffive  delight,  and  intranfmg  joys  of  fuch 
44  Mercurial  exhilarations  through  the  ineffable  extafte  of  an  over  mafterd  appre- 
44  henffon,  fell  back  in  a  fwoon,  without  the  appearance  of  any  other  life  into 
44  her,  then  what  by  the  molt  refined  wits  of  theological  fpeculators  is  conceived 
44  to  be  exerced  by  the  pureft  parts  of  the  feparated  entelechies  of  bleffed  Saints  in 
44  their  fublimeft  converfations  with  the  celeftial  hierarchies :  this  accident  procured 
44  the  incoming  of  an  apothecarie  with  reftoratives,  as  the  other  did  that  of  a  fur- 
44  geon  with  confoiidative  medicaments. 

Vindication  of  the  honour  of  Scotland,  &c.  p.  hi,  U2, 
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he  prefented  him  with  it;  which  the  prince  taking  in  his  hand,  and 
not  being  able  to  overcome  his  padion  for  the  affront  that  he 
thought  he  had  fuftained,  in  being  foiled  with  all  his  attendants,  he 
immediately  run  him  through  the  heart. 

What  moved  the  prince  to  this  ungenerous  and  brutal  action,  is 
varioufly  conjectured  ;  for  fome  think  that  it  was  jealoufy,  fuipeCt- 
ing  that  he  was  more  in  favors  with  a  young  lady  whom  he  pailion- 
ately  loved  than  he  was.  Others  fay,  that  it  was  only  to  try  his 
valor,  and  the  effedt  of  a  drunken  ramble;  but  whatever  was  the 
caufe  of  it,  ’tis  certain  that  thus  he  died,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
month  of  July ,  in  the  year  1583,  in  the  thirty-fecond  year  of  his 
age,  or,  as  Imperialis  fays,  in  the  twenty- fecond. 

His  death  was  extraordinarily  lamented  by  all  the  learned  men 
in  Europe ,  and  from  thefe  Italian  writers,  who  knew,  and  were  co¬ 
temporary  with  him,  it  is,  that  I  have  mod  of  all  that  I  have  faid 
of  him.  Joannes  Imperialism  a  doCtor  of  medicine  of  Vicenza  in  Italy , 
who  has  wrote  our  author’s  life,  and  who  could  not  but  know  the 
truth  of  all,  or  mod  of  what  he  has  faid  of  him,  fince  he  lived  upon 
the  places  in  which  they  were  aCted,  and  who  had  them  from  his 
father,  who  was  an  eye  and  ear  witnefs  to  them,  fays  %  “  That  he 
cc  was  the  wonder  of  the  lad  age,  the  prodigious  production  of  na- 
“  ture,  the  glory  and  ornament  of  ParnaJJus  in  a  dupendious  and 
u  an  unufual  manner,  and  as  vet  in  the  judgement  of  the  learned 

world,  the  Phoenix  of  literature,  and  rather  a  fhining  particle  of 
“  the  Divine  Nature  and  Majedy,  than  a  model  of  what  human 
u  nature  asad  indudry  can  attain  to.  And  what  can  be  more,'5 
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continues  he*,  “  above  our  comprehenfion,  than  in  the  21ft  year 
“  of  his  age  to  be  mailer  of  ten  languages,  and  to  be  perfedtly  well 
u  feen  in  philofophy,  mathematicks,  theology,  the  belles-letters, 
u  and  all  the  other  fciences ;  befides,  was  it  ever  heard  of  in  the 
C€  whole  compafs  of  this  globe,  that  one  with  all  this,  fhould  be 
46  found  expert  to  admiration,  in  fencing,  dancing,  finging,  riding, 
£e  and  the  other  exercifes  of  the  gymnaflick  art  ?  befides  all  this,  he 
64  is  faid  to  have  been  one  of  the  moft  beautifull,  and  one  of  the 
“  handfomeft  gentlemen  the  world  ever  faw,  fo  that  nature  had 
u  taken  as  much  care  about  his  body,  as  fhe  had  done  about  his 
44  mind  ;  and  in  one  word,  he  was  the  utmoft  that  man  could  come 
6C  to.55  M.  Bayle  fays  f ,  that  he  was  one  of  the  greatefl  prodigies 
of  wit  that  ever  lived  ;  and  Falix  Aftolfus  that  he  had  fuch  a  prodi¬ 
gious  memory  J  that  he  retained  more  books  upon  his  mind,  than 
any  of  his  age  had  read ;  Plures  libros  memoriter  tenebat  quam  quif- 
quam  ea  Mate  legerat. 

And  Sir  Thomas  Urquhart  of  Cromarty ,  having  infifled  on  all  the 
particulars  of  our  author’s  life  in  a  fuftian  and  bombaflical  ftrain, 
tells  us,  that  in  the  comedy  which  he  compofed,  and  was  an  a£tor 
in  before  the  court  of  Mantua ,  in  the  fifth  and  laft  a6l,  he  himfelf 
perfonated  no  lefs  than  1 5  different  charadlers  of  perfons  and  em¬ 
ployments  in  their  different  habits. 

And  in  his  character  of  him,  he  tells  us,  that  he  gained  the  efteem 
of  all  kings  and  princes,  by  his  magnanimity  and  knowledge;  of  all 

#  Mufaeum  Hiftor.  Imper*  Joa.  ibidem,  Yenetiis  apud  juntas  1650,  in  4to. 
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noblemen  and  gentlemen,  by  his  courtlinefs  and  breeding ;  of  all 
knights,  by  his  honorable  deportment  and  pregnancy  of  wit ;  of  all 
the  rich,  by  his  affability  and  good  fellow  A  ip  ;  of  all  the  poor,  by 
his  munificence  and  liberality;  of  all  the  old,  by  his  conflancy 
and  wifdom  ;  of  all  the  young,  by  his  mirth  and  gallantry  *,  of  all 
the  learned,  by  his  univerfal  knowlege ;  of  all  the  foldiers,  by  his 
undaunted  valor  and  courage ;  of  all  the  merchants  and  artificers, 
by  his  upright  dealing  and  honefly ;  and  of  all  the  fair  fex,  by  his 
beauty  and  handfomnefs  ;  in  which  refpeft,  he  was  a  mafler-piece 
of  nature.  cc  The  reader,”  fays  he,  “  perhaps  will  think  this  wonder- 
full,  and  fo  would  I  too,  were  it  not  that  I  know,  as  Sir  Philip 
Sidney  fays,  that  a  wonder  is  no  wonder  in  a  wonderfull  fubjedt, 
and  confequently  not  in  him,  who  for  his  learning,  judgement,  va¬ 
lor,  eloquence,  beauty  and  good  fellowfhip,  was  the  perfected:  re¬ 
fill  t  of  the  joint  labors  of  Pallas ,  Apollo ,  Mars ,  Mercury ,  Venus 
and  Bacchus ,  that  hath  been  fince  the  days  of  Alcibiades ;  and  he 
was  reported  to  have  been  enriched  with  a  memory  fo  prodigious, 
that  any  fermon,  fpeech,  harangue,  or  other  manner  of  dilcourfes 
of  an  hour’s  continuance  he  was  able  to  recite  without  hefitation, 
after  the  fame  manner  of  gefture  and  pronunciation  in  all  points, 
wherewith  it  was  delivered  at  firft;  and-  of  fo  ftupendious  a  judge¬ 
ment,  that  nothing  efcaped  his  knowledge  ” :  And  for  the  truth  of 
all  this,  he  appeals  to  above  two  thoufand  witneffes,  that  were  ftill 
alive,  and  had  known  him.  And  fpeaking  of  his  death,  which  he 
attributes  to  an  amour,  he  tells  us,  that  it  was  in  the  326.  year  of  his 
age ;  that  the  whole  court  went  in  mourning  for  him ;  that  the  epi¬ 
taphs  and  elegies  that  were  compofed  upon  his  death,  if  collected, 
would  exceed  the  bulk  of  Homer’s  works,  and  that  his  picture  was 
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ftill  to  be  feen  in  the  moft  of  the  bed-chambers  and  galleries  of  the 
Italian  nobility,  reprefenting  him  upon  horfeback,  with  a  lance  in 
the  one  hand,  and  a  book  in  the  other  *. 

Dempfter ,  who  was  cotemporary  with  him,  and  a  profeflor  of  the 
civil  law  at  Bononia  in  Italy ,  agrees  as  to  the  mofl:  of  what  we  have 
faid  of  him  ,  but  he  tells  us  -f,  that  he  was  for  fome  time  at  Geneva , 
as  he  was  on  his  travels  to  Italy^  and  that  they  offered  him  a  confi- 
derable  falary,  if  he  would  remain  with  them ;  but  that  he  refufed 
it,  and  that  no  man  offered  to  detradl  from  his  juft  praifes,  but 
Trajano  Boccalini ;  but  that  he  being  a  perfon  of  no  erudition,  it 
was  rather  a  glory  than  any  difgrace  upon  him  to  be  fo  treated  by 
a  perfon  of  his  character.  Yet  the  fame  Dempfter  blames  our  au¬ 
thor  very  much,  not  for  his  boafting  of  the  endowments  of  his 
mind,  but  for  his  affirming  that  he  was  defcended  from  the  royal 
family  of  Scotland.  Many  poems  and  epitaphs  were  compofed  up¬ 
on  him,  but  I  ffiall  only  infert  that  of  our  countryman,  Dr.  John 
Johnfton ,  in  his  infcriptions  upon  our  heroes,  who  makes  him  die 
in  the  year  1581. 


*  The  print  prefixed  to  this  life  was  taken  from  a  picture  in  poffefTion  of 
Lord  Eliock ,  Lord  of  Selfions,  copied  from  an  original  belonging  to  Mr.  Graham 
of  Airth .  I  am  told  that  there  is  a  very  fine  portrait  of  this  celebrated  perfon 
the  property  of  Mr.  Morrifon  of  Bogny ,  which  was  fent  from  Italy  by  Crichton, 
a  fhort  time  before  he  was  killed. 

f  Hift.  EccleC  Gen.  Scot,  ubi  fupra. 
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JACOBUS  CRITONIUS  CLUNIUS. 

Mufarum  pariter  ac  Martis  Alumnus ,  omnibus  in  Jludiis ,  ipjis  etiam  Italis  admirabilis , 
Mcuitucs  a  Ducis  Mantuani  nodiurnis  injidiis  occifus  eft ,  Anno  Chrifii  1581. 

E  T  genus  &  cenfum  dat  Scotia,  Gallia  pe&us 
Excolit :  admirans  Itala  terra  virnm. 

Ambit,  &  effe  fuum  vellet ;  gens  asmula  vitam 
Abftulit ;  an  fatis  hoc  dicat  ut  ilia  fuum 
Mantua  habet  cineres  fcelus  execrata  nefandum,, 

At  tumuli  tanto  gaudet  honore  tamen. 

I  know  nothing  of  this  author  that  is  extant,  but  two  poems, 
one  in  praife  of  the  city  of  Venice ,  and  the  other  addreffed  to  Aldus 
Manutius  *.  Both  which  are  in  the  firft  volume  of  the  Belitire 
Poetarum  Scoticorum . 

*  Crichton  replies  to  one  of  the  Naiads  of  the  Po  who  appeared  to  him  on  Ids 
arrival  at  V mice : 

— - - Fateor  me  candide  Naias 

Promeritum  quaecunque  fero  :  nee  turpis  egeftas 
Infandumve  fcelus  fervi  mea  peftora  vexat. 

At  me  quis  miferum  magna  cognofcit  in  urbe 
Aut  quis  ad  requoreas  flentem  folatur  arenas  l 

The  Naid  directs  him  to  Aldus 

Hunc  pete  namque  regens  filo  veiligia  caeca 
Diriget  ille  tuos  optato  in  tramite  grefius. 

Inde  via  pendet,  fequere  hunc  quaecunque  jubentem*. 

Sic  te  Diva  monet  faevam  quae  Gorgona  geliat. 

Quae  plerumque  tuis  prefens  erit  optima  votis* 
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Dempjler  gives  us  the  following  catalogue  of  his  works,  where  it 
plainly  appears,  that  he  makes  three  books  out  of  that  placad 
which  he  affixed  upon  the  gates  of  St.  John  and  St.  Paul's  churches 
in  Padua . 

The  Catalogue  of  his  Works. 

I  V 

I.  D  JE  ad  Laurentium  MafFam  plures. 

II.  Laudes  Patavinae,  Carmen  extempore  eftufum,  cum  in  Jacobi  Moylii 
Cornelii  domo  experimentum  ingenii  coram  tota  Academic  frequentia  non  fine 
niultorum  ftupore  faceret. 

III.  Ignorationis  Laudatio,  extemporale  Thema  ibidem  redditum  poll  fex 
horarum  difputationes,  ut  prsefentes  fomnia  potius  fovere  quam  rem  fe  veram 
videre  affirmarint,  ait  Manutius. 

IV.  De  appulfu  fuo  Venetias.  Delitiae  Poet.  Scot.  Vol.  I.  p.  268. 

V.  Odae  ad  Aldum  Manutium.  Del,  Poet.  Sco-t.  Vol.  I.  p.  269. 

VI.  Epiftolae  ad  Diverfos. 

VII.  Prasfationes  folemnes  in  omnes  fcientias  facras  &  profanas, 

VIII.  Judicium  de  Philofophis. 

IX.  Errores  Arillotelis. 

X.  Armis  an  Liters  praeftant,  Controverfia  oratoria. 

XI.  Refutatio  Mathematicorum. 

XII.  A  Comedy  in  the  Italian  Language, 
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Of  the  murder  of  a  LAIRD  of  I  N  N  E  S, 

AS  RELATED  IN  THE  OLD  ACCOUNT. 


JOHN  Lord  Innesy  having  no  children,  fetdes  his  eflate  upon  his 
next  heir  and  coufin  Alexander  Innes  of  Cromy ,  and  feems  to 
fuffer  him  to  enjoy  his  title  and  poffeffions  in  his  life  time.  Robert 
Innes  of  Innermarky ,  another  cadet  of  the  family,  is  difgufled  to  fee 
Innes  of  Cromy  endowed  with  fo  much  power  and  preferred  to  him. 
He  alarms  Lord  John,  and  makes  him  repent  fo  far  of  what  he  had 
done,  that  he  joins  in  confpiracy  with  Innermarky  to  aflaffinate  his 
coufin  Alexander.  The  author  fays,  “  John  being  brought  over  to 
his  minde  (viz.  Innes’' s  of  Innermarky )  there  wanted  nothing  but  a 
conveniency  for  putting  yr  purpofe  to  execution,  which  did  offer 
itfelf  in  ye  month  of  Apryle  1580,  at  qch  tyme  Alexr  being  called 
upon  fome  bufines  to  Aberdeen  was  obliged  to  flay  longer  there  then 
he  intended,  by  reafone  that  his  only  fone  Robert  a  youth  of  i6yeirs 
of  age  hade  fallen  fick  at  the  college,  and  his  father  could  not  leave 
the  place  untill  he  faw  ql  became  of  him.  He  hade  tranfported  him 
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out  of  the  old  tonne,  and  hade  brought  him  to  his  own  lodgeing  in 
the  new  toun  •,  he  hade  alfo  fent  feveral  of  his  fervants  home  from 
tyme  to  tyme  to  let  his  Lady  know  the  reafone  of  his  flay,  by  means 
of  thefe  fervants  it  came  to  be  known  perfectly  at  Kinnardy  in  qt 
circumdance  Alexander  was  at  Aberdeen ,  qr  he  was  lodged,  and  how 
he  was  attended,  which  invited  Innermarky  to  take  the  occafione. 
Wherefore  getting  a  coniiderable  number  of  affidants  with  him,  he 
hade  Laird  John  ryde  to  Aberdeen :  they  enter  the  toun  upon  the 
night,  and  about  middnight  came  to  Alexander’s  lodgeing. 

The  outer  gate  of  the  clofs  they  found  oppen,  but  all  the  reft 
of  the  doors  fhutt ;  they  wer  afraid  to  break  up  doors  by  violence, 
lead  the  noife  might  alarm  the  neighbourheed,  but  choifed  rather  to 
ryfe  fuch  a  cry  in  the  clofs  as  might  obleidge  thofe  who  wer  within 
to  oppen  the  door  and  fee  qt  it  might  be.  The  feuds  at  that  tyme 
betwixt  the  familys  of  Gordone  and  Forbes  wer  not  extinguifhed, 
therfor  they  ryfed  a  cry,  as  if  it  hade  been  upon  fome  out  fall  among 
thefe  people,  crying  help  a  Gordon ,  a  Gordon ,  which  is  the  gathering 
word  of  the  friends  of  y£  familie. 

Alexander ,  being  deeply  intereded  in  the  Gordon ,  at  the  noife  of 
the  cry  darted  Lorn  his  bedd,  took  his  fword  in  his  hand  and  op- 
pened  a  back  door  that  led  to  ye  court  below,  dept  down  three  or 
four  deps  and  cryed  to  know  qfc  was  the  matter.  Innermarky  who 
by  his  word  knew  him,  and  by  his  whyt  fhirt  decerned  him  perfed- 
ly,  cocks  his  gun  and  fhootts  him  through  the  body  in  ane  inftant. 
As  many  as  could  get  about  him  fell  upon  him  and  butchered  him 
barbaroudy.  Innermarky  perceaveing  in  the  mean  tyme  yt  Laird 
John  dood  by,  as  either  relenting  or  tended,  held  the  bloody  dag¬ 
ger  to  his  throatt  that  he  hade  newly  taken  out  of  the  murthured 
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body,  fwearing  dreadfully  y1  he  would  ferve  him  the  fame  way  if  he 
did  not  as  he  did,  and  fo  compelled  him  to  draw  his  dagger  and 
flab  it  up  to  the  hilts,  in  the  body  of  his  neared  relatione,  and  the 
braved  that  boare  his  name.  After  his  example  all  who  wer  ther 
behooved  to  doe  the  lyke,  that  all  might  be  alyke  guilty ;  yea  in 
profecutione  of  this,  it  has  been  told  me  that  Mr.  John  Innes ,  after¬ 
wards  Coxtoune ,  being  a  youth  than  at  fchooll,  was  ryfed  out  of  his 
bedd  and  compelled  by  Innermarky  to  dab  a  daggar  unto  the  dead 
body,  that  the  more  might  be  under  the  fame  condemnatione ;  a 
very  crafty  cruelty. 

The  next  thing  looked  after  was  the  dedrudtione  of  the  fick  youth 
Robert ,  who  hade  lyein  yfc  night  in  a  bedd  by  his  father,  but  upon 
the  noyfe  of  qc  was  done,  hade  fcrambled  from  it,  and  by  the  help 
of  one  John  of  Culdreafons ,  or  rather  of  fome  of  the  people  of  the 
houfs,  hade  got  out  at  ane  unfrequented  bak  door  into  the  garden, 
and  from  yl  into  a  neighbour’s  houfs,  qr  he  hade  fhaltered  •,  the 
Lord  in  his  providence  preferveing  him  for  the  executing  vengence 
upon  thefe  murthurers  for  the  blood  of  his  father. 

Then  Innermarky  took  the  dead  man’s  (ignet  ring,  and  fent  it  to 
his  wife,  as  from  her  hufband,  by  a  fervant  whom  he  hade  purchafed 
to  that  purpofe,  ordering  her  to  fend  him  fuch  a  particular  box 
qch  contained  the  bond  of  Tailie ,  and  all  yl  had  followed  thereupon 
betwixt  him  and  Laird  John ,  whom  the  fervant  faid  he  hade  left 
wt  his  mr  at  Aberdeen :  and  yt  for  difpatch  he  hade  fent  his  bed  hors 
with  him,  and  hade  not  taken  leafure  to  writ,  but  fent  the  ring.. 
Though  it  troubled  the  woman  much  to  receave  fuch  a  blind  mea- 
fage,  yet  her  hufband’s  ring,  his  own  fervant  and  his  horfs,  prevailed1 
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fo  with  her,  togither  with  the  man’s  impportunity  to  be  gone,  that 
fhee  delivered  to  him  he  fought,  and  let  him  go. 

There  happened  to  be  then  about  the  houfs  a  youth  related  to  the 
family,  who  was  courious  to  go  to  the  lenth  of  Aberdeen ,  and  fee 
the  young  Laird  who  hade  been  fick,  and  to  whom  he  was  much 
adidled.  This  youth  hade  gone  to  the  liable  to  interceed  with  the 
fervant  that  he  might  carrie  him  behind  him,  and  in  his  difcourfs 
hade  found  the  man  under  great  reftraint  and  confufion  of  minde, 
fometyme  fayeing  he  was  to  go  no  further  than  Kinnardy  (which  in¬ 
deed  was  the  truth)  and  at  oyr  tymes  that  he  behooved  to  be  imme- 
diatly  at  Aberdeen . 

This  brought  him  to  be  jealous,  though  he  knew  not  but 
further  knowledge  he  behooved  to  have,  and  therfor  he  flept  out  a 
little  beyond  the  entry,  watching  the  fervant’s  comeing,  and  in  the 
by  going  fudently  leapt  on  behind  him,  and  would  needs  either  go 
alonges  with  him,  or  have  a  fatisfieing  reafone,  why  he  refufled 
him. 

The  contefl  became  fuch  betwixt  them,  that  the  fervant  drew 
his  durk  to  ridd  him  of  the  youth’s  trouble,  qch  the  other  wrung 
out  of  his  hands,  and  down  right  killed  him  it,  and  brought 
back  the  box  wth  the  writs  and  horfs  to  the  houfs  of  Innes  (or  Cromie , 
I  know  not  qch). 

As  the  lady  is  in  a  confufione  for  ql  hade  fallen  out,  ther  comes 
aneother  of  the  fervants  from  Aberdeen ,  who  gave  ane  account  of 
the  daughter,  fo  that  fhee  behooved  to  conclude  a  fpeciall  hand  of 
providence  to  have  been  in  the  firft  pafage.  Her  next  courfs  was 
to  fecure  her  hufband’s  writts  the  belt  fhe  could,  and  flee  to  her 
friends  for  fhalter,  by  whos  means  fhe  was  brought  wr  all  fpeed  to 
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the  king,  befor  whom  Ihee  made  her  complaint.  And  is  heir 
fet  doun  is  holden  by  all  men  to  be  true  matter  of  fad. 

The  Earle  of  Huntly  imediatly  upon  the  report  of  the  daughter 
concerned  himfelf  becaufs  of  his  relatione  to  the  dead,  and  looked 
out  for  his  fon,  whom  he  inftantly  carried  to  Edinburgh ,  and  put 
him  for  dialter  into  the  family  of  the  Lord  Elphinftoune ,  at  that  tyme 
Lord  high  Treafurer  of  the  kingdome. 

Innermarky  and  Laird  John,  after  the  daughter,  came  back  to  the 
Lord  Saltoun\  houfs,  who  lcived  then  at  Rothimay ,  and  is  thought 
to  have  been  in  the  knowledge  of  qt  they  hade  been  about,  for 
certaine  it  is  they  wer  fupported  by  the  Abernethys ,  ay  untill  the 
law  went  againft  them.  From  Rothymay  they  went  with  a  confi- 
derable  party  of  horfs,  and  repofceft  Laird  John  in  all  the  parts  of 
the  eftate  of  Innes.  And  Innermarky ,  to  make  the  full  ufe  of  qt  he 
hade  fo  boldly  begun,  did  upon  the  feventein  Mail  1580,  which 
was  5  weeks  after  the  daughter,  take  from  Laird  John  a  new  dif- 
pofitione  of  the  eftate  of  Innes . 

By  what  is  faid  Innermarky  may  appeir  to  have  been  a  man  full 
of  unrighteoufnefs,  craft  and  cruelty;  yet  fome  fay  for  alleviatione  of 
his  fa<ft,  that  he  having  his  chieff’s  favour  hade  got  the  firft  difpod- 
tion  of  his  eftate  failieing  airs  of  himfelf,  but  that  Cromy  had  taken 
a  pofterior  right  and  hade  fupplanted  Innermarky ,  for  qch  he  in  re¬ 
venge  had  killed  him,  &c.  But  falfnefs  of  the  ailegance  (mean  as 
it  is)  is  plaine  pad:  contradidlione,  from  the  above  narraitted  writ, 
qch  was  given  to  Innermarky  but  40  days  after  the  daughter  of 
Cromy . 

For  two  full  yeirs  Innermarky  and  John  had  puffed  the  eftate  of 
Innes y  ftrenthening  themfelfs  with  ail  the  friendfhip  they  could  ac- 
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quyre ;  but  being  in  end  declaired  out  lawes,  in  the  3d  yeir  Robert 
Laird  of  Innes,  the  fon  of  Alex\  came  North  with  a  commiffion  a- 
gainft  them  and  all  others  concerned  in  the  (laughter  of  his  father. 
This  Robert  was  a  young  man  weill  endued  w1  favour  and  under- 
ftanding,  which  hade  ingadged  the  Lord  Treafurer  fo  far  to  wedd 
his  intereft,  that  he  firft  weded  the  young  man  to  his  daughter,  and 
then  gott  him  all  the  affifrance  requifit  to  pofTefs  him  of  his  eftate, 
qch  was  no  fooner  done  but  he  led  waft  the  poffeffions  of  his  ene¬ 
mies  ^  burning  and  blood  (lied  was  afted  by  both  partys  with  ani- 
rnoufly  enough. 

In  the  mean  tyme  Laird  John  had  run  away  to  feek  fome  lurking 
place  in  the  South,  qr  he  was  difcovered  by  the  friends  of  the  Lord 
Elphinftoune ,  and  by  them  taken  and  fent  North  to  the  Laird  Ro¬ 
bert^  who  did  not  put  him  to  death,  but  took  him  bound  to  various 
forts  of  performances,  as  appears  by  the  contract  betwixt  them  in 
Anno  1585;  one  grofs  was,  y*  he  ftiould  deliver  up  the  chartor 
chift,  and  all  the  old  evidents,  qch  he  and  Innermarky  had  feafed, 
and  which  I  doubt  if  ever  he  faithfully  did,  els  this  relation  hade 
been  with  lefs  pains  and  mor  fully  inftrudled. 

As  to  Innermarky ,  he  was  forced  for  a  while  to  take  the  hills, 
and  when  he  wearied  of  that,  he  hade  a  retreat  of  a  difficult  accefs 
within  the  houfs  of  EdinglaJJy ,  qr  he  deeped  in  little  enough  fecu- 
rity*  for  in  September  1584,  his  houfs  was  furpryfed  by  Laird  Robert , 
and  that  reteiring  place  of  his  firft  entred  by  Alexander  Innes ,  after¬ 
wards  of  Colts  ^  the  fame  who  feme  yeirs  befor  had  killed  the  fervant 
who  came  from  Innermarky  with  the  falfe  tokin  for  ye  writs,  and 
who  all  his  lyfe  was  called  Craigg  in  peirill ,  for  venturing  upon 
Innermarky  then  defperat,  and  whos  cruelty  he  helped  to  repay  it 
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in  its  own  coine ;  ther  was  no  mercy  for  him,  for  flame  he  was, 
and  his  hoar  head  cut  off  and  taken  by  the  widdow  of  him  whom 
he  hade  llain,  and  caried  to  Edinburgh  and  caften  at  the  King’s  feett, 
a  thing  too  mafculine  to  be  commended  in  a  woman. 
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Of  CATHNESS,  STRATHNAVER* 
and  SUTHERLAND; 

By  the  Rev.  Mr.  Alexander  Pope,  Minifter  of  Reav. 


AS  the  Pitts  pofTefTed  the  Northern  parts  of  Scotland  of  old,  as 
they  did  the  moft  fertile  parts  of  the  South,  and  were  expelled 
in  the  year  839,  we  have  very  little  of  their  hiftory  :  what  preferves 
the  remembrance  of  that  people  is  only  the  round  buildings  wherein 
they  dwelt,  of  which  there  are  numbers  over  all  the  North,  parti¬ 
cularly  Sutherland ,  Cathnefs ,  and  Orkney. 

It  is  obfervable  in  thefe  buildings,  that  there  is  no  mortar  of  any 
kind,  neither  clay  or  lime  ;  nor  had  they  any  notion  of  calling  an 
arch.  They  confift  of  the  bell  ftones  they  could  find,  well  laid  and 
joined  ;  the  wall  was  fometimes  14  feet  thick,  and  the  great  room, 
which  was  quite  round,  22  feet  diameter;  the  perpendicular  wall 
12  feet  high ;  and  the  roof  was  carried  on  round  about  with  long 

ftones* 
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ftones,  till  it  ended  in  an  opening  at  the  top,  which  ferved  both  for 
light  and  a  vent  to  carry  oft  the  fmoke  of  their  fire.  Where  the 
ftones  were  long  and  good,  they  had  fmall  rooms  for  fleeping  in 
the  thicknefs  of  their  wall.  The  door  or  entry  was  low,  3  feet  for 
ordinary,  flout  up  by  a  large  broad  {tone.  There  is  one  of  them, 
entire  in  the  parifh  of  Loth ,  which  the  Bifhop  of  OJJory  vifited  and 
examined.  It  is  the  only  one  that  is  fo,  as  far  as  I  could  find,  ex¬ 
cepting  one  at  Suifgil  in  the  parifh  of  Kildonnan.  It  is  to  be  obferv- 
ed  that  where  the  ftones  were  not  Hat  and  well  bedded,  for  fear  the 
outer  wall  fhould  fail,  they  built  great  heaps  of  ftones  to  fupport  it, 
fo  that  it  looks  outwardly  like  a  heap  without  any  defign,  which  is 
the  cafe  at  Loth  beg  in  the  parifh  of  Lothis.  At  the  defire  of  the 
Bifhop  of  OJJory  I  meafured  leveral  of  them,  and  faw  fome  quite 
demolifhed.  We  found  nothing  in  them  but  hand-mills,  or  what 
the  Highlanders  call  Querns^  which  were  only  18  inches  diameter, 
and  great  heaps  of  deer  bones  and  horns,  as  they  lived  much  more 
by  hunting  than  any  other  means. 

From  the  extirpation  of  the  Pitts  to  the  year  1266,  Scotland  was 
harrafted  by  invafions  from  the  Norwegians  and  Danes ,  particularly 
the  North  part;  for  Harold  the  fair,  King  of  Norway ,  feized  Orkney 
in  the  latter  end  of  the  9th  century.  From  Norway ,  fwarms  came 
to  Orkney ,  and  the  pafiage  being  fo  fliort,  all  the  North  of  Scotland 
was  continually  in  arms.  As  nothing  can  be  expected  in  that  pe¬ 
riod  but  fighting,  bloodfhed  and  rapine,  we  cannot  look  for  im¬ 
provements  of  any  kind,  and  for  that  reafon  it  is  needlefs  to  attempt 
any  particular  hiftory  of  it.  It  is  true,  Lorf<eus  gives  us  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  that  time,  which  is  all  that  we  have. 
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As  to  the  family  of  Sutherland ,  they  have  pofleffed  that  country 
fmce  the  expulfion  of  the  Pittls,  and  have  continued  as  Thanes  and 
Earls  to  this  time.  That  they  are  originally  of  German  extradlion, 
is  evident  from  their  arms.  Dodlor  Abercrombie ,  in  his  Hi  (lory  of 
the  Scots  Heroes,  mentions  Donald  Thane* of  Sutherland  married  to 
a  niece  of  King  Kenneth  IL  May  that  good  family  continue  and 
profper. 

Lord  Reay9 s  family  derive  their  original  from  Ireland. ,  in  the  12th 
century,  when  King  William  the  Dion  reigned.  The  occafion  of 
their  fettling  in  the  North  is  mentioned  by  Porf^us^  as  captains  of  a 
number  of  warriors  to  drive  the  Norwegians  out  of  Cathnefs. 

The  Sinclairs  Earls  of  Cathnefs  are  only  of  a  late  date.  The  fa¬ 
mily  of  Rojlin  is  their  original  in  Scotland:  but  their  coming  into 
England  is  as  early  as  the  year  1066  :  for  I  find  them  mentioned 
among  the  commanders  in  the  army  of  William  the  Conqueror,  in 
the  roll  of  Battel  abby.  They  were  fir  ft  Earls  of  Orkney ,  then  Earls 
of  Cathnefs ,  and  flill  continue  in  the  perfon  of  William  Sinclair  of 
Ratter ,  who  carried  the  peerage  before  the  Britijh  parliament  this 
prefen t  year  1772. 

As  for  the  hiftory  of  thefe  parts,  I  fhall  begin  with 

E  D  RACHITIS. 

This  parifli,  which  belongs  to  the  family  of  Reay\  is  all  foreft 
and  rocks,  little  arable,  and  fcarcely  any  plain  ground,  excepting 
the  town  of  Scoury .  The  paflure  is  fine,  and  plenty  of  red  deer, 
but  the  country  at  feme  diftance  looks  as  if  one  hill  was  piled  upon 

another,. 
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another.  The  firth  that  runs  far  into  the  land  abounds  with  good 
fifh,  and  herring  in  their  feafon. 

orfreus  mentions  a  bloody  battle  fought  in  this  firth,  at  a  place 
called  Glen  du ,  by  two  pirates ;  one  of  them  he  calls  Odranus  Gillius , 
the  other  Suenus ,  wherein  the  latter  was  victorious.  There  is  like- 
wife  a  tradition  of  fome  bloody  engagements  betwixt  the  Mackays 
and  Macleods. 

Parish  of  DIURNESS. 

This  parifh  was  of  old  a  grafs  room  or  (healing  to  the  Bifhop  of 
Cathnefs ,  and  was  difpofed  of  to  the  family  of  Sutherland  by  Bp.  Andrew 
Stuart ,  and  the  family  of  Sutherland  gave  it  to  Lord  Reay’s  family. 
Two  pieces  of  antiquity  are  to  be  feen  in  this  parifh:  iff.  Dorna- 
dilla’s  tower  or  hunting- houfe,  which  (lands  in  Strathmore ;  a  very 
(Irange  kind  of  building,  well  worth  the  feeing  *.  It  is  certain 
that  the  fined  paflure  is  in  the  hills  of  Diurnefs ,  which  rendered  it 
the  bed  forefl  in  Scotland  of  old.  Our  antient  Scots  Kings  hunted 
there  frequently,  and  it  appears  that  this  was  a  cuflom  as  far  back 
as  the  time  of  King  Dornadilla .  2d.  There  is  on  the  fide  of  a  hill 

called  Bui  fpinunn ,  a  fquare  piece  of  building,  about  3  feet  high 
and  12  fquare,  well  levelled,  called  Cam  nri ,  or  King’s  earn, 
which  probably  was  the  place  where  his  Majefly  fat  or  flood,  and 
faw  the  fport,  as  he  had  from  hence  an  extenfive  profpeCl.  Torf^eus 
mentions  that  one  Suenus  from  Orkney  waited  on  the  King  of  Scotland 

*  A  further  account  of  this  tower  will  be  given  in  the  Tour  and  Voyage  of 
*772. 
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-as  he  was  diverting  himfelf  in  the  hunting  feafon  in  the  hills  of 
Diurnefs.  This  fhould  be  in  the  days  of  Malcolm  II. 

At  Lcch-eribol ,  on  the  North  fide,  there  is  a  plain  rock  which  is 
it  ill  called  Lech  vuaies^  where  they  fay  that  Haccn ,  King  of  Norway  r 
flau&htered  the  cattle  he  took  from  the  natives  in  his  return  to 
Orkney ,  after  the  battle  of  Largis  in  the  year  1263.  Lorfaus  gives 
a  journal  of  that  expedition,  and  mentions  King  Hacon's  landing 
there.  But  there  is  a  tradition  that  a  party  of  Norwegians ,  ventur¬ 
ing  too  far  into  that  country,  were  cut  to  pieces ;  and  that  the  place 
is  called  Strath  urradale ,  from  the  name  of  the  Norwegian  com¬ 
mander  :  a  cuftom  very  common  of  old. 

«r 

The  greateft  curiofity  in  this  parifh  is  a  cave  called  Smow .  It  is 
a  ftupendous  arch  or  vault,  and  runs  under  ground  fo  far  that  the 
extremity  of  it  was  never  found.  Donald  Lord  Reay,  the  firft  of 
that  family,  made  an  attempt,  and  we  are  told  he  proceeded  very 
far,  meeting  with  lakes,  and  palling  through  them  in  a  boat :  but, 
after  all,  was  obliged  to  fatisfy  himfelf  with  feeing  a  part. 

Here  are  feveral  caves  that  run  far  under  ground,  but  Smow  is 
the  moil  remarkable.  I  am  told  that  of  late  they  have  difcovered, 
in  the  manor  or  mains  of  Diurnefs ,  a  hole  of  great  depth :  it  was 
of  old  covered  with  large  Hones,  but  thefe  it  feems  have  mouldered 
away.  So  that  it  is  the  conjecture  of  many,  that  there  are  numbers 
of  cavities  of  great  extent,  under  ground,  in  this  parifh. 

This  parifh  is  all  upon  the  lime  Hone,  and  abounds  in  marble; 
the  part  called  ftri&ly  Diurnefs ,  is  a  plain,  the  foil  good,  and  the 
grafs  incomparable,  therefore  capable  of  the  higheft  improvement. 
The  lakes  are  ftored  with  the  finefi:  fifh,  and  full  of  marie.  The 
hills  afford  the  beft  pafturage  for  Iheep,  and  the  feas  are  well  ftored 
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with  fifti.  But  the  great  difadvantage  to  this  country  is,  that  it  is 
expofed  to  the  North-Weft  florins,  which  drive  the  fand  upon  it, 
and  have  by  that  means  deftroyed  leveral  good  farms,  and  threaten 
more  harm  daily. 

In  this  parifti  is  a  firth,  called  Loch-Eribol ;  Torf<eus  calls  it 
Gocis-fiord ,  or  the  firth  of  Hoan^  an  ifland  -oppofite  to  it.  This  is 
one  of  the  fineft  and  fafeft  roads  for  fhipping  in  Europe  *,  the  navy 
of  Great  Britain  can  enter  into  it  at  low  water,  and  find  good  an¬ 
choring.  It  is  a  lofs  that  this  incomparable  bay  has  not  been  fur- 
veyed,  and  the  different  anchoring  places  marked.  It  would  be  a 
mighty  bleffing  to  mariners,  being  fo  near  Cape  wraths  one  of  the 
moft  ftormy  capes  in  the  world.  For  it  would  be  a  fafe  retreat  to 
veffels,  in  time  of  ftorm,  either  failing  towards  the  cape,  or  to  thofe 
that  had  the  misfortune  to  receive  any  damage  off  it.  Cape  wrath 
is  alfo  in  the  parifti  of  Diurnefs. 


Parish  of  TONGUE. 


The  antiquities  of  this  parifti  are  few.  There  is  an  old  Danijh 
building  upon  the  fummit  of  a  hill,  called  Caftel  varrich ,  or  Barr 
caftle :  for  the  Danes  or  Norwegians  poffeffed  that  country  for  fome 
time.  Tongue  is  the  feat  of  Lord  Reay\  family.  This  parifti  is 
rather  better  for  pafture  than  tillage,  but  what  corn  ground  they 
have  is  extremely  good.  Of  old  there  was  a  fine  foreft  in  it,  and 
there  is  ftill  plenty  of  deer.  The  anceftors  of  Lord  Rea/s  family 
drove  the  Danes  from  thefe  parts. 

In  this  parifti  is  a  loch,  called  Loch-Hacon ;  in  it  an  ifland,  called 
Ilian  Lochan  Haem ,  in  which  there  is  the  ruin  of  a  ftone  building 
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with  an  artificial  walk  in  it,  called  Grianan ,  becaufe  dry  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fun.  From  which  it  appears  that  Earl  Hacon ,  who 
pofifefled  Orkney  and  Cathnefs ,  had  a  hunting  houfe  in  this  Hand, 
and  lodged  there,  with  his  warriors,  in  the  hunting  feafon.  The 
fea  coaft,  for  the  greateft  part,  is  all  rock,  of  a  rough  granite,  or 
what  we  call  whin.  Here  is  a  promontory  or  cape,  called  Whiten 
head,  very  ftormy  when  it  is  a  hard  gale. 

There  was  formerly  a  chapel  in  an  Hand  near  Skerray ;  the  com¬ 
mon  people  call  it  the  I  fie  of  Saints  \  it  goes  by  the  0ame  of  IJland 
comb. 

Another  Hand,  called  Ilian  na  nroan ,  all  a  high  rock,  but  good 
land,  and  plenty  of  water  and  mofs.  It  might  be  rendered  impreg¬ 
nable.  Both  thefe  Hands  are  in  the  parifh  of  Tongue.  I  have  been 
in  Ilian  comb ;  if  the  fand  had  not  over-run  a  part,  it  would  be  a 
charming  place. 

A  bloody  battle  was  fought  in  this  parifh,  of  old,  by  one  of  the 
anceftors  of  Lord  Re  ay,  againft  one  Angus  Murray ,  a  Sutherland 
man,  wherein  the  Sutherland  men  were  cut  to  pieces.  The  field  of 
battle  is  called  Brim  na  coub.  And  in  the  fame  place  there  was  a 
fkirmifh  betwixt  Lord  Re  ay's  men,  and  a  number  of  Frenchmen 
that  were  on  board  the  Hazard  floop  of  war,  in  1746  :  fome  of  the 
French  were  killed,  and  the  reft  taken  prifoners. 

This  parifh  is  remarkable  for  an  excellent  ebb,  where  they  have 
the  fineft  cockles,  mufcles,  fpout  fifh,  and  founders  or  floaks ; 
which  is  a  great  blefting  to  the  poor,  and  no  fmall  benefit  to  the 
rich.  And  in  the  firth  of  Tongue  there  is  a  fine  Hand,  abounding 
with  rabbets,  called  Rabbet  IJle.  It  has  many  lochs,  or  frefii  water 
lakes,  full  of  the  fineft  trout  and  falmon. 
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Parish  of  FAR. 

The  whole  of  thefe  four  parifhes  was  of  old  called  Strathnaver , 
from  the  river  Naver ,  which  was  fo  called,  as  fome  think,  from 
the  name  of  one  of  King  Kenneth  the  Second’s  warriors.  It  is  a 
noble  body  of  water,  well  Pored  with  lalmon,  having  many  fruit- 
full  and  beautifull  villages  on  the  banks  of  it,  and  is  fo  inhabited 
for  18  miles. 

At  a  place  called  Langdale  there  were  noble  remains  of  a 
Druidical  temple,  being  a  circle  of  100  feet  diameter,  and  furround- 
ed  with  a  trench,  fo  that  the  earth  formed  a  bank  •,  in  the  midp  of 
it  a  (lone  was  erefted  like  a  pillar,  where  the  Druid  Pood  and 
taught.  The  country  people  have  now  trenched  or  delved  that 
ground,  and  fown  it  with  corn.  There  was  in  that  town  a  large 
round  building,  and  a  place  where  they  buried  of  old. 

This  parifii  is  of  great  extent,  rather  a  country  for  paPure  than 

tillage.  A  great  battle  was  fought  of  old  at  a  place  called  — — . , 

Harald  or  Har aid's  field  or  plain,  betwixt  Reginald  King  of  the  Ifies, 
and  Harald  Earl  of  Orkney  and  Cathnefs .  Harald  was  well  drubbed  ; 
the  field  of  battle  is  full  of  fmall  earns,  wdiere  the  Pain  are  buried, 
and  fome  large  Pones  eredled  like  pillars  fiiew  where perfons  of  note 
were  interred.  Forfteus  tells  a  long  Pory  about  this  affair ;  it  feems 

that  they  had  bloody  fkirmifhes  at . ,  and  near  the  manfe  of 

Far ,  as  appears  from  the  number  of  cairns  in  both  thefe  places.  There 
is  a  moP  curious  fepulchral  monument  in  the  church  yard  of  Far, 
which  may  be  of  that  date ;  it  is  of  hard  hill  granite,  well  cut, 
confidering  the  sra  of  it.  But  what  the  meaning  of  the  fculpture 
is,  we  know  not.  Only  we  may  guefs3  that  the  perfon  for  whofe 
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fake  it  was  eredled,  was  a  Chriftian,  becaufe  of  the  crofs  upon  the 
Pone  *,  and  that  he  was  a  warrior,  becaufe  we  fee  a  fhield  or  target 
upon  it.  I  have  taken  a  draught  of  it. 

In  this  parifh,  in  old  times,  was  a  chapel  at  a  town  called  Skail, 
upon  the  river  Naver ;  another  in  the  extremity  thereof,  at  Mou - 
dale ;  and  another  at  Strathie ,  the  mod  beautifull  and  fertile  part 
of  the  pari  Hi. 

Betwixt  Far  and  Kirtomy ,  in  this  parifh,  is  a  moft  fingular  curb 
ofity,  well  worth  the  pains  of  a  traveller  to  view,  being  the  remains 
of  an  old  fquare  building  or  tower,  called  Borve ,  (landing  upon  a 
fmall  point  joined  to  the  continent  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land  not 
ten  feet  wide.  This  point  or  head  is  very  high,  confiding  of  rock, 
and  fome  gravel  on  the  top  ;  on  both  Tides  is  very  deep  water,  and 
a  tolerable  harbour  for  boats.  This  tower  feems  to  be  built  by  the 
Norwegians ;  and  the  tradition  is,  that  one  Fhorkel ,  or  Forquil ,  a 
warrior  mentioned  by  Forf^eus^  was  the  perfon  that  built  it.  They 
fpeak  likewife  of  a  lady  that  was  concealed  there,  (lie  is  faid  to  be 
an  Orkney  woman,  and  Fhorkel  was  an  Orkney  man.  But  what  is 
mod  curious,  is,  that  through  the  rock  upon  which  the  tower 
Hands,  there  is  a  p adage  below  of  200  feet  in  length,  like  a  grand 
arch  or  vault,  through  which  they  row  a  boat.  The  writer  has 
been  one  of  a  company  that  rowed  through  it.  The  paffage  is  fo 
long,  that  when  you  enter  at  one  end,  you  fancy  that  there  is  no 
podibility  to  get  out  at  the  other,  et  vice  verfa .  How  this  hard 
rock  was  thus  bored  or  excavated,  I  cannot  fay  ;  but  it  is 
one  of  the  mod  curious  natural  arches,  perhaps,  in  the  known 
world. 
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In  this  parifh  there  is  alfo  a  promontory,  called  Strathy  head ; 
Ptolemy  the  Geographer  calls  it  Vervadrum ,  as  he  calls  Cape  wrath , 

\ tarvedrum ,  and  Dungjhey  head ,  Berubium.  Thefe  three  promon¬ 
tories  run  in  a  line,  from  N.  W.  to  North,  and  jut  far  out  into  the 
fea,  having  molt  rapid  tides  upon  them.  In  Strathy  head  is  a  {late¬ 
ly  cave,  called  Uai  nei ,  or  cave  where  they  find  driven  wood  or 
timber.  The  entrance  into  this  cave  is  very  grand,  the  natural 
rock  almoft  forming  itfelf  like  the  fway  of  an  arch  :  the  writer  here¬ 
of  has  admired  the  beauty  of  it.  This  promontory  is  the  fined 
padure  for  fneep  and  goats  in  the  North  of  Scotland. 

To  the  North- Ead  of  Strathy  there  is  a  done  ere£led  near  the 
highway,  with  a  crofs  upon  it,  which  fhews  its  antiquity  as  a  fe- 
pulchral  monument.  Eredted  dones  were  the  didinguifhing  marks 
of  the  graves  of  perfons  of  note  in  time  of  Paganifm.  And  after 
Chridianity  was  planted  in  this  kingdom,  the  didindtion  of  Pagan 
from  Chridian  was,  that  a  crofs  was  cut  upon  the  fepulchral  monu¬ 
ments  of  the  latter.  I  have  feen  many  with  this  didinguifhing 
badge. 

No  doubt  there  are  mines  in  this  country,  if  perfons  of  fkiil  exa¬ 
mined  our  fhores  and  rocks ;  as  yet  no  pains  have  been  taken. 
I:  have  been  told  that  there  is  at  Loch-Eribol  plenty  of  iron  done, 
and  fomethino-  like  a  tin  mine.  As  I  do  not  underdand  thefe 

O 

things,  I  chufe  to  pafs  them  over.  As  for  fea-fifh  and  fhells, 
we  have  none  extraordinary.  It  is  true,  in  Cathnefs ,  John  a  Croat's 
buckies  are  very  curious  and  beautifull,  of  which  we  fnall  take 
notice  in  the  parifh  of  Cannejbey. 
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Parish  of  RE  AY. 

Some  part  of  this  parifh  lies  in  the  fhire  of  Sutherland ,  but  the 
greatefl  part  in  that  of  Cathnefs ;  that  part  in  Sutherland  is  called 
Strath- Halladale ,  from  Halladha  Earl  of  Orkney ,  a  Norwegian , 
flain  in  battle  in  the  beginning  of  the  ioth  century.  The  field 
of  battle  is  full  of  fmali  cairns,  or  heaps  of  flone.  The  command¬ 
er  in  chief,  and  principal  warriors  flain  in  that  adlion,  are  buried  in 
a  place  apart  from  the  field  of  battle  *,  I  have  frequently  feen  the 
place.  The  tradition  is,  that  Halladha  is  buried  in  a  fpot  enclofed 
with  a  circular  trench  io  or  12  feet  wide,  and  that  his  fword  lies 
by  his  fide.  There  was  a  ftone  ereffed  in  the  middle  of  this  circle, 
part  of  which  ftill  remains.  Near  the  field  of  battle  (lands  a  little 
town,  called  Dal  Halladha. ,  or  Halladhds  field.  A  river  runs 
through  Strath- Halladale^  which  is  rather  pafture  ground  on  the 
Tides  of  it,  for  the  eleven  miles  it  is  inhabited. 

The  boundary  betwixt  Sutherland  and  Cathnefs ,  to  the  North,  is 
called  Drim  Halliftin.  Cathnefs  is  a  flat  plain  country,  having  few 
hills ;  the  foil  good,  and  producing  great  quantities  of  corn  in 
fruitfull  feafons ;  it  lies  upon  quarries  of  a  black  (late  kind,  and 
perhaps  no  country  on  earth  excells  it  for  fmooth  thin  flags  or  flates 
of  great  dimenflons.  As  thefe  flags  may  be  feen  in  all  parts  of  the 
country,  it  is  needlefs  to  defcribe  them.  The  foil  not  being  deep, 
and  the  country  flat,  renders  our  highways  very  deep  in  winter, 
and  very  dry  in  fummer.  That  part  of  the  parifh  of  Reay  in  the 
fhire  of  Cathnefs ,  is  excellent  corn  ground  through  the  whole  of  it. 
It  appears  that  many  battles  have  been  fought  in  it  in  former  times, 
but  we  have  no  tradition  concerning  them.  In  later  times  fame 
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bloody  fkirmifhes  happened  betwixt  McKay  of  Strathnaver ,  and 
Keith  Earl  Marefchal \  and  alfo  betwixt  the  Cathnefs  and  Strath * 
naver  people. 

The  following  chapels  flood  in  this  parifh  of  old ;  St,  Mary's 
at  Lybjier ;  St.  Magnus's  at  Shebfter  •,  one  at  Shail,  another  at  Bai!lie9 
^  and  a  third  in  Shurerie ;  befides  the  parifh  kirk,  dedicated  to  St. 
Colman ,  at  Reay .  There  is  an  old  caftle  at  Dunreay ,  and  modern 
houfes  both  at  Bighoufe  and  Sandfide. 

Lead  mines  are  frequent  in  Cathnefs ;  but  the  country  is  fo  flat5 
that  there  is  no  working  them  for  water.  The  mofl  promifing  mine 
is  at  Sandfide ,  being  in  the  face  of  a  rock  near  th^  fea.  It  might 
prove  of  value,  if  proper  pains  were  taken  to  work  it.  The  high¬ 
way  runs  near  it. 

It  feems  that  the  Saxons ,  in  the  5th  century,  plagued  this  coun¬ 
try  *,  and  it  is  probable  that  Thurfo  is  fo  called  from  Horfa ,  the 
Saxon  general,  who  landed  in  the  river  of  T hurfo ,  or  Inver-Horfa , 
the  landing  place  of  Horfa.  And  when  the  Saxons  plundered  Cath¬ 
nefs  ^  it  feems  they  had  a  bloody  conflid  with  the  natives.  In  this 
parifh  there  is  a  place  called  ’Tout  Horfa ,  or  Horfa' s  grave,  where 
they  fay  that  fome  great  warrior  was  (lain  and  buried  ;  in  the  place 
is  a  great  flone  ere&ed.  Probably  he  was  one  of  Horfa' s  captains. 
This  is  the  tradition. 

Parish  of  T  H  U  R  S  O. 

T hurfo ,  or  Inver-Horfa ,  fo  called  from  the  Saxon  general,  is  a 
town  of  an  old  date  ;  we  find  mention  made  of  it  as  a  populous 
place  in  the  nth  century,  and  from  it  the  parifh  is  denominated. 
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Formerly  a  ftrong  caftle  flood  in  it,  called  Caftrum  de  Thorfa ;  but 
no  veftige  of  it  is  now  extant.  The  Earls  of  Cathnefs  had  a  fine 
fquare  at  Thurfo  Eaft ,  now  demolifhed.  The  Bifhop  of  Cathnefs 
had  a  ftrong  caftle  at  Scrabfter ,  near  ( Thurfo ,  called  the  caftle  of 
Burnftde ,  built  in  the  13th  century,  by  Gilbert  Murray ,  Bifhop  of 
Cathnefs  :  the  ruins  are  ftill  extant.  Another  caftle  flood  at  Ormly , 
near  T'hurfo ,  lately  demolifhed.  At  Murkily  to  the  Eaft  of  Thurfo^ 
there  were  great  buildings  of  old  ;  it  was  a  feat  of  the  late  Earl  of 
Cathnefs ,  and  at  Hamer  he  had  a  modern  houfe.  An  old  tower, 
ftill  extant,  (lands  at  Brines ,  three  miles  Weft  of  Thurfo, 

As  for  chapels  and  places  of  worfhip,  one  flood  at  Crofs  Kirk , 
one  at  Brines ,  another  at  Gwic ,  and  a  fmalt  chapel  flood  in  the 
parks  of  Thurfo  Eaft ,  where  Earl  Harold  the  younger  was  buried. 
The  walls  are  fallen  down  *  but  Mr.  Sinclair  of  Ulbfter ,  very  gene- 
rouily,  is  determined  to  enclofe  that  fpot,  becaufe  that  young  no¬ 
bleman  is  interred  there.  The  church  of  Thurfo  was  the  Bifhop’s 
chapel ;  and  when  he  refided  in  Cathnefs ,  he  often  preached  there. 
I  was  told  by  the  late  Earl  of  Cathnefs ,  that  there  was  a  nunnery 
in  antient  times  near  his  feat  at  Murkil,  The  country  people  call 
the  place  the  Glofters ;  but  no  veftige  of  the  building  is  extant,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  remains  of  the  garden  wall,  which  enclofed  a  rich  fpot 
of  ground.  Torfaus  fays  that  a  Queen  of  Norway  lived  fometime 
at  Murkil.  He  relates  that  Harold  the  bloody,  fon  to  King  Harold 
the  fair,  was  banifhed  for  his  cruelty,  with  his  Queen ;  and  that 
his  brother  Hacon  fucceeded  to  the  throne :  but  after  Harold  the 
bloody  was  (lain  in  Englandy  his  Queen  returned  to  Orkney ,  and 
refided  fome  time  at  Murkil  in  Cathnefs . 
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The  fame  author  mentions  great  battles  fought  in  this  parifli  ^ 
one  in  the  nth  century,  on  the  plains  of  Phurfo  Eaft,  betwixt 
Thorjinnus  Earl  of  Orkney ,  and  one  Karl  or  Charles ;  he  calls  him 
King  *of  Scotland ,  or  a  General  of  the  Scots  army.  Another  bloody 
battle  at  Claredon ,  near  Thurfo  Eaft ,  betwixt  the  Earls  Harold  the 
elder  and  younger,  I  have  already  told  that  Earl  Harold  the 
younger  is  buried  near  the  field  of  battle,  and  a  chapel  ere6ted 
over  his  grave,  which  is  now  to  be  enclofed  by  Mr.  Sinclair  of 
Ulhfier ,  a  moil  promifing  youth. 

The  Bifhop  of  Cathnefs ,  fince  the  reformation,  lived  in  a  fmall 
houfe  at  Scrabjler^  which  is  dill  extant,  and  belongs  to  the  crown. 
He  had  a  grafs  room  in  the  Highlands ,  called  Dor  ary ,  where  flood 
a  chapel,  called  Gavin9 s  Kirk ,  or  E emple  Gavin ;  the  walls  are  ftill 
{landing.  The  river  of  Ehurfo  abounds  with  falmon,  ten  and  eleven 
lads  of  fifh  have  been  caught. 

Parish  of  O  L  R  I  G. 

% 

A  fine  corn  country,  two  miles  and  a  half  in  length,  and  a  mile 
broad,  or  thereabouts.  Nothing  memorable  in  it. 

Parish  of  DUNNE  T. 

The  Northerly  winds  have  covered  a  great  part  of  this  parifh 
with  fand  ;  a  large  tra<d  of  ground  is  ruined,  and  not  likely  to  be 
recovered.  In  this  parifh  (lands  Dunnet  head ,  or  what  Ptolemy  calls 
Berubium ,  a  large  promontory,  with  a  mod  terrible  tide  on  the 
point  of  it.  A  hermit  in  antient  times  lived  upon  it,  the  ruins  of 
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his  cell  are  extant.  It  is  a  fine  fheep  pafture.  The  parifh  itfelf 
•is  an  excellent  corn  country.  At  Ratter  is  the  feat  of  the  prefent 
Earl  of  Cathnefs. 

Parish  of  CANNESBEY. 

* 

Is  a  fine  corn  country.  Plere  was  the  antient  refidence  of  one 
of  the  Governors  of  Cathnefs ,  under  the  Norwegian  Lords  that  held 
Orkney  and  Cathnefs .  They  dwelt  at  Dungjhey ,  and  their  office 
was  called  the  Prafeftura  de  DungalJbFis.  Forfxus  mentions  bloody 
battles  fought  betwixt  the  Scots  and  Norwegians ,  near  Dungifby ,  in 
the  ioth  century.  And  Emin,  King  of  Scotland ,  fought  an  army 
of  Orkney  men,  at  Huna  in  this  parifh,  and  deftroyed  their  King  and 
his  army.  Here  was,  formerly,  befides  the  parifh  church,  a  cha¬ 
pel  at  St .  John's  head ,  near  Mey,  and  another  at  Frefwick . 

At  Mey  there  is  a  beautifull,  ftrong  caftle,  belonging  to  Sir  John 
Sinclair .  Here  a  kind  of  coal  is  found,  like  the  Lanjlaffen  coal  in 
Wales.  At  Frefwick  Hands  a  large  modem  houfe,  the  feat  of  Mr. 
John  Sinclair.  And  there  is  a  ftrong  old  caftle,  built  on  a  high 
rock  joined  to  the  continent  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  to  the  South 
of  Frefwick.  Forfeits  calls  it  Lamhahurgum  five  caftrum  agnorum . 
It  fuftained  a  memorable  fiege  in  the  12th  century.  In  later  times 
it  was  poffeffed  by  Mouat  of  Bucholly.  The  common  people  call  it 
Bnccti s  caftle,  a  corruption  of  Buchollie’s  caftle.  In  Dungifby ,  the 
rapid  tides  of  the  Pentland  throw  up  vaft  quantities  of  mod  beauti¬ 
full  fea  fhells,  abundance  of  which  are  carried  South  for  fhell  work. 
They  are  called  John  a  Croat's  buckies.  The  town  and  ferry  be¬ 
longed  of  old  to  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Groat . 
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An  ifland  belongs  to  this  parifh,  called  Stroma ,  in  which  there  is 
a  vault  where  they  bury,  built  by  one  Kennedy  of  Carnmuch .  The 
coffins  are  laid  on  {tools  above  ground.  But  the  vault  being  on 
the  fea  edge,  and  the  rapid  tides  of  the  Pentland  firth  running  by  it, 
there  is  fuch  a  faltifh  air  continually,  as  has  converted  the  bodies 
into  mummies  infomuch,  that  one  Murdo  Kennedy ,  fon  of  Cam- 
much ,  is  faid  to  beat  the  drum  on  his  father’s  belly. 

Parish  of  WICK, 

An  excellent  corn  country,  and  a  fruitfull  fea  *,  2000  barrels  of 
herrings  were  caught  here  in  the  year  1771.  There  was  a  chapel 
near  Caftle  Sinclair ,  called  St.  Pay,  another  at  Ulbfter ,  and  a  third 
at  Kilmifter .  The  caftle  of  Girnigo  is  the  oldeft  building  in  this 
parifh.  I  cannot  find  out  by  whom  it  was  eredled.  It  is  probable 
fome  ftrong  building  flood  here  before  the  prefent  ruinous  houfe 
was  erected.  It  Hands  on  a  rock  in  the  fea.  Near  it  Hood  Caftle 
Sinclair ,  built  by  George  Earl  of  Cathnefs  \  a  grand  houfe  in  thofe 
days.  Not  far  from  it  ftood  the  caftle  of  Akergil ,  built  by  Keith 
Earl  Marefchal :  but  this  place  is  now  rendered  a  moft  beautifull 
and  convenient  feat,  by  Sir  William  Dunbar  of  Hemprigs ,  the  pro¬ 
prietor.  In  the  old  tower  is  the  largeft  vault  in  the  North  of  Scot¬ 
land ,  beautified  with  elegant  lights  and  plaiftering,  by  Sir  William  j 
fo  that  it  is  now  the  grandeft  room  in  all  this  part  of  the  country. 

The  town  of  Wick  is  a  royal  burgh,  now  rifing  fince  the  herring 
fiffiery  has  profpered.  To  the  South  of  it  Hands  an  old  tower, 
called  Lord  Olif ant's  caftle.  A  copper  ore  was  difcovered  there, 
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and  wrought  for  fome  time,  but  I  do  not  find  they  have  proceeded 

in  it. 

In  this  parifh  there  is  a  haven  for  fifhing  boats,  called  JVbaligo , 
which  is  a  creek  betwixt  two  high  rocks.  Though  the  height  of 
one  of  thefe  rocks  is  furprizing,  yet  the  country  people  have  made 
fteps.  by  which  they  go  up  and  down,  carrying  heavy  burdens  on 
their  back;  which  a  ftranger,  without  feeing,  would  fcarcely  be¬ 
lieve.  This  is  a  fine  fifhing  coaft. 

There  was  a  battle  fought  at  Old  Namarlucb ,  in  1680,  betwixt 
the  Earl  of  Catbnefs ,  and  Lord  Glenurchy . 

Parish  of  LATHRONE, 

Eighteen  miles  long ;  partly  pafture,  partly  corn  ground.  It  has 
a  chapel  at  Eafter  Clyth ,  and  another  at  the  water  of  Dunbeatb ,  .be- 
fides  the  parifh  kirk. 

At  the  loch  of  Stemjler ,  in  this  parifh,  ftands  a  famous  Druidical 
temple.  I  have  viewed  the  place :  the  circle  is  large,  above  ioo 
feet  diameter  ;  the  ftones  are  large  and  eredt ;  and  to  fhew  that  the 
planetary  fyftem  was  obferved  by  them,  they  are  fet  up  in  this 
manner,  i:  2:  3:  4:  5:  6:  7.  Then  the  fame  courfe  begins  again; 
1:  2:  3:  4:  &c.  Few  of  the  ftones  are  now  fallen.  Near  the 
temple  there  is  a  ruin,  where  the  Arcb-Druid,  it  feems,  refided. 
I  find  no  fuch  large  Druid  temples  in  the  country;  as  for  fmall 
ones,  they  are  generally  found  in  many  places. 

Upon  a  rock  in  the  edge  of  the  fea,  in  Eafter  Clytb ,  there  is  an 
old  building,  called  Cruner  Gunn's  caftle.  This  gentleman  of  the 
name  of  Gunn>  was  Coronator  or  Judiciary  of  Catbnefs:  he  was 

bafely 

t/ 


A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 


335 


bafely  murthered,  with  feveral  gentleman  of  the  name,  and  of  other 
names,  in  the  kirk  of  St.  Feay ,  near  Cattle  Sinclair ,  by  Keith  Earl 
MarefchaL  The  ftory  is  told  at  full  length  in  the  hiftory  of  the 
family  of  Sutherland.  This  happened  in  the  15th  century.  At 
Mid  Clyth  there  was  a  large  houfe,  built  by  Sir  George  Sinclair  of 
Clyth.  At  Nottingham  there  is  an  elegant  new  houfe,  built  by  Capt. 
Sutherland  of  Farfe  :  near  this  is  the  paritti  kirk.  There  is  a  ftrong 
old  cattle  at  Dunbeath ;  and  near  Langwall  is  a  ftrong  old  ruin, 
faid  to  be  Ronald  Cheir's  cattle;  he  lived  in  the  14th  century,  and 
was  a  great  hunter  of  deer,  as  will  be  told  when  we  come  to  fpeak 
of  the  paritti  of  Halkirk.  He  had  a  third  part  of  Cathnefs  in  pro¬ 
perty  :  his  great  eftate  was  divided  betwixt  his  two  daughters ;  one 
of  which  became  a  nun,  the  other  married  the  anceftor  of  the 
Lord  Buffus . 

There  is  an  old  building  at  Lathrone ,  called  Harold  tower,  faid 
to  have  been  built  by  wicked  Earl  Harold ,  in  the  12th  century. 

We  read  of  bloody  encounters  in  this  parifh,  betwixt  the  Cathnefs 
men,  and  Hugo  Frejkin  Earl  of  Sutherland :  and  likewife  many  con¬ 
flicts  betwixt  the  two  countries  in  after-times.  Forfaus  fays  that 
King  William  the  Lion  marched  into  Cathnefs  with  a  great  army, 
and  encamped  at  Oufdale ,  or  Eijkenfdale.  This  expedition  of  his 
Majeftyhs,  was  to  drive  out  wicked  Earl  Harold  the  elder,  who  had 
(lain  Harold  the  younger.  The  King  feized  Cathnefs  as  a  conqueft, 
then  Earl  Harold  fubmitted  himfelf  to  him. 

Parish  of  LOTH. 

A  fine  corn- country ;  much  harrafted  of  old  by  the  Banes ,  or 

Norwegians. 
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Norwegians.  In  it  are  St.  Niniatf s  chapel  at  Navidale ,  John  the 
Baptijl’s  at  the  river  Helmifdale ,  St.  at  Eafter  Gartie ,  and  St. 

‘Trulleu's  at  Kintradwel ,  befides  the  parifh  kirk.  The  caftle  of 
Helmifdale  was  built  by  Lady  Margaret  Baillie ,  Countefs  of  Suthee - 
iWL*  and  there  was  a  fquare  or  court  of  building  at  Craiag ,  eredled 
by  Lady  Jane  Gordon ,  Countefs  of  Sutherland ;  no  veftige  of  it  now 
extant. 

There  is  fine  fifhing  in  the  rivers  of  Helmifdale  and  The 

latter  has  a  very  high  catarafl,  where  the  water  pours  from  a  high 
rock,  and  falls  into  a  terrible  gulph  below.  If  this  could  be  re¬ 
moved,  this  river  would  afford  excellent  falmon  'fifhing.  The  hills 

in  this  parifh  were  of  old  famous  for  hunting.  At . —  there  is 

a  hunting  houfe,  probably  built  by  the  Pibls9  confiding  of  a  great 
number  of  fmall  rooms,  each  compofed  of  three  large  flones.  Thefe 
buildings  prove  that  a  tribe  lived  here  in  the  hunting  feafon.  Near 
it  fiands  a  large  Piblifh  caflle,  called  Cam  Bran.  It  fee  ms  that  this 
Bran ,  or  Brian ,  was  fome  great  man  in  thofe  days,  and  that  all 
thefe  accommodations  were  of  his  building*  The  quarry  from 
whence  the  ftones  were  carried  to  build  this  caftle,  is  ftill  to  be  feen, 
and  the  road  for  their  carriage  vifible,  being  like  a  fpiral  line  along 
the  fide  of  the  hill. 

I  read  of  no  battles  in  this  parifh  :  fome  bloody  conflicts  are  told 
us,  and  thefe  are  to  be  feen  in  the  hiftory  of  the  family  of  Sutherland. 
Near  the  miln  of  Loth  beg  is  the  entire  Pi  bis  houfe,  which  theBifhop 
of  Offcry  entered.  There  is  a  fine  cafcade  as  you  travel  along  the 
fhore  under  Loth  beg ,  which  makes  a  charming  appearance  when 
there  is  any  fall  of  rain,  or  in  time  of  a  keen  froft. 

Parish 
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Parish  of  CLYNE, 

Partly  corn  ground,  and  partly  fit  for  pafture.  There  was  a 
chapel  at  Bol ,  called  St.  Mahon.  No  considerable  buildings  in 
this  parifb.  Sutherland  of  Clyne  had  a  good  houfe ;  and  Nicolas 
Earl  of  Sutherland  had  a  hunting  feat  in  the  Highlands,  called 
Caftle  Uain ,  but  now  demolished. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  a  battle  was  fought  at  Kilalmkill ,  in  this 
parifh,  wherein  the  country  people  routed  the  Banes .  The  com¬ 
mon  marks  of  a  battle  are  vifible  there,  viz.  a  number  of  Small 
cairns.  Another  bloody  battle  was  fought  at  Clyne  Milton ,  betwixt 
the  Sutherland  and  Cathnefs  men  *,  the  (laughter  was  great,  and  the 
cairns,  (bill  to  be  Seen  there,  cover  heaps  of  Slain. 

The  river  of  Brora  affords  a  fine  Salmon  fishery  :  it  falls  into 
the  fea  at  Brora.  Within  two  large  miles  is  the  loch  of  that  name, 
which  abounds  with  Salmon.  From  the  loch  the  river  lies  to  the 
Weft ;  and  at  a  place  called  Achir-na-hyl ,  is  a  moil  charming  caf* 
cade  :  here  alSo  they  fifh  for  pearls.  On  the  top  of  a  Small  hill, 
near  the  houfe  of  Clyne ^  is  a  lime-ftone  quarry ;  and  in  the  heart  of 
the  ftone,  all  forts  of  fea  Shells  known  in  thefe  parts  are  found. 
They  are  frefh  and  entire,  and  the  lime  ftone  within  the  Shell  re- 
fembles  the  fifh.  The  Bifhop  of  OJfory'  employed  men  to  hew  out 
maffes  of  the  rock,  which  he  broke,  and  carried  away  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  Shells.  Near  the  bridge  of  Brora  there  is  a  fine  large  cave, 
called  Uai  na  Caiman .  The  Bifhop  of  OJfory  admired  it,  and  Said 
there  were  Such  caves  about  Bethlehem  in  Palejline.  The  coal  work 
and  fait  work  are  obvious  here.  But  at  Strathleven ,  near  the  Sea* 
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there  is  a  hermit’s  apartment,  cut  artificially  in  the  natural  rock, 
well  worth  a  vifit  from  any  curious  traveller. 

I  need  not  mention  the  artificial  ifland  in  the  loch  of  Brora , 
made  by  the  old  Thanes  of  Sutherland ,  as  a  place  of  refuge  in 
dangerous  times.  Near  that  loch  {lands  a  high  hill  or  rock,  called 
Creig  baw  ir ,  on  the  fummit  of  which  there  is  great  fpace.  This 
rock  is  fortified  round ;  and  as  the  neck  that  joins  it  to  another 
rock  is  fmall,  it  feems  that  when  they  were  invaded  by  enemies, 
they  fled  to  this  ftrong  hold,  and  drove  their  cattle  likewife  into  it 
for  fafety,  Others  fay  it  was  a  place  for  keeping  of  a  watch. 

Parish  of  GOLSPIE. 

Phis  is  a  fine  corn  country.  The  parifh  kirk  was  of  old  at 
Culmalie  \  and  at  Golfpie  the  family  of  Sutherland  had  a  chapel  of 
eafe,  dedicated  to  St.  Andrew  the  Apoflle.  In  this  parifh  Hands 
the  feat  of  the  Earls  of  Sutherland ,  at  Dunrobin  \  but  during  the 
Danijh  wars,  they  lived  at  a  greater  diflance  from  the  fea.  This 
parifh  affords  no  other  great  buildings  ;  nor  is  there  any  tradition 
concerning  any  battles  fought  in  it :  fmall  fkirmifhes  have  happened 
here^  particularly  in  the  year  1746,  when  the  Earl  of  Cromarty 
was  taken  prifoner.  Moft  remarkable  is  the  devaflation  done  by 
fand ;  large  tra6ls  of  corn  ground  have  been  quite  fpoiled  thereby, 
and  more  mifchief  is  threatened  yearly. 

Parish  of  DORNOCH, 

In  this  parifh  (lands  the  cathedral  church  of  Gathnefs.  The 
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Norwegians  having  murthered  Bifhop  John  at  Scrabfter ,  and  Bifhop 
Adam  at  Halkirk ,  in  the  year  1222  •,  Gilbert  Murray ,  the  fucceeding 
Bifhop,  built  the  cathedral  at  Dornoch ,  which  was,  when  entire,  a 
neat  compadt  building.  It  was  burnt  in  troublefome  times,  and 
never  fully  repaired.  The  Bifhop  had  a  fummer  refidence  at 
Skibo  ♦,  but  in  winter  he  lived  in  his  caftle  at  Dornoch ,  the  ruins  of 
which  are  to  be  feen.  There  was  a  flately  fabrick  of  a  church, 
built  in  that  town  in  the  nth  century,  by  St.  Bar ,  Bifhop  of 
Cathnefs  but  Bp.  Murray  thought  it  too  fmall :  it  flood  where  the 
council  houfe  now  hands.  We  are  told  that  the  diocefe  of  Cathnefs 
was  not  divided  into  parifhes  till  the  days  of  Bp.  Murray ;  and  that 
he  tran flated  the  Pfalms  and  Gofpels  into  the  Irijh  language,  or  Scots 
Galic.  The  dignified  clergy  had  houfes  and  glebes  in  Dornoch ; 
thefe  made  up  his  chapter  when  there  was  occafion  to  call  one.  It 
is  a  lofs  that  we  have  none  of  their  records ;  nor  indeed  is  it  a  great 
wonder,  confidering  the  daily  invafions  of  the  Danes ,  which  ended 
not  till  1266. 

In  Bp.  Murray's  time,  there  was  a  bloody  battle  fought  at  Hilton , 
near  Em  bo  ;  he  and  William  Earl  of  Sutherland  fought  there  againft 
the  Danes ,  and  cut  them  to  pieces.  The  Danijh  General  was  killed, 
and  lies  buried  in  Hilton .  There  was  a  hone  eredted  over  his  grave, 
which  the  common  people  called  Ree  crofs,  or  crofs  in  Ri,  or 
King’s  crofs,  fancying  that  the  King  of  Norway  was  there  buried. 
A  Brother  of  the  Bifhop  was  alfo  killed  in  this  battle  ;  his  body 
lies  in  a  flone  coffin  in  the  Eaft  ifle  of  the  cathedral,  above  ground, 
near  the  font.  The  hewn  flone  eredted  to  the  Eaft  of  Dornoch , 
is  a  trophy  of  this  vidtory.  It  has  the  Earl  of  Sutherland's  arms 
on  the  North  fide,  ft  ill  very  vifible,  and  the  Bifhop  of  Cathnefs' s 

X  x  2 


arms 


340 


APPENDIX. 

arms  on  the  South  fide,  but  the  heat  of  the  fun  has  quite  deftroyed 
the  fculpture. 

The  driving  of  fand  is  very  hurtfull  to  this  parifh,  and  threatens 
flill  more  harm.  The  only  old  buildings  in  it,  excepting  thofe  al¬ 
ready  mentioned,  is  Skibo .  Hugo  Frejkin ,  Earl  of  Sutherland ,  gave 
thefe  lands  to  Bp.  Gilbert  Murray ,  then  Archdeacon  of  Murray ,  in 
ji86.  It  palled  through  feveral  hands,  till  at  laft  it  came  to  Lord 
Buffus’s ,  and  now  it  returns  to  the  family  of  Sutherland.  It  was  a 
great  pile  of  building,  furrounded  with  a  rampart.  The  prefent 
modern  houfe  is  Hill  habitable.  The  fituation  is  molt  beautifull, 
and  a  line  houfe  there  would  have  a  noble  effedl.  Cyder  hall  is  only 
a  modern  houfe.  The  plantations  here,  and  at  Skiboy  are  the  moll 
thriving  in  this  parifh.  At  the  latter  place  a  houfe  was  lately  built 
in  a  very  elegant  tafte.  Embo  is  an  old  building,  the  feat  of  the 
Knights  of  Embo.  It  is  a  pity  that  it  has  neither  plantations  nor 
policy  about  it. 

Parish  of  CREICH. 

bias  no  great  buildings  in  it.  PulcroJJi  is  the  belt.  The  great 
cataract  at  Inverjhin  is  a  grand  fight.  Such  a  large  body  of  water 
pouring  down  from  a  high  rock,  cannot  mifs  affording  entertain¬ 
ment.  The  river  of  Shin  abounds  with  large  falmon,  and  fturgeons 
are  often  feen  there.  In  the  nth  or  12th  century  lived  a  great 
man  in  this  parilh,  called  Paul  Meutier .  This  warrior  routed  an 
army  of  Banes  near  Creich .  Tradition  fays  that  he  gave  his  daugh¬ 
ter  in  marriage  to  one  Hulver ,  or  Leander ,  a  Bane  *,  and  with  her, 

the  lands  of  Strahohee\  and  that  from  that  marriage  are  defcended 
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the  Clan  Landris ,  a  brave  people,  in  Rofsjhire .  The  gentlemen  of 
the  name  of  Gray  poflefled  Mertil-Creich ,  of  an  old  date ;  and  at 
Mrydol  there  was  a  good  houfe  and  orchard,  which  I  believe  are 
Hill  extant.  I  find  no  other  memorabilia  in  the  parifh  of  Creich . 

Parish  of  LARG. 

The  mofi:  remarkable  thing  in  it  is  Loch-Shin ,  which  is  computed 
to  be  1 8  miles  long,  with  fine  pafture  ground  on  each  fide  of  it. 
What  fkirmifhes  have  happened  in  this  parifh  are  mentioned  in  the 
hiflory  of  the  family  of  Sutherland. 

Parish  of  ROGART. 

Confifls  of  good  pafture  and  good  corn  land.  A  bloody  battle 
was  fought  here,  near  Knochartol ,  in  the  days  of  Countefs  Elizabeth. 
Tradition  fays,  that  upon  the  field  of  battle  fuch  a  number  of 
fwords  were  found,  that  they  threw  numbers  of  them  into  a  loch ; 
and  that  in  dry  fummers,  they  ftill  find  fome  of  them.  There  is  a 
place  in  this  parifh  called  Morinefs ,  and  Ptolemy  the  Geographer 
places  there  a  people  called  the  Morini.  He  alfo  calls  the  river 
Helmifdale ,  Ileas ;  and  the  natives  call  it  in  the  Galic,  Illie ,  Auin 
IUie  ^  Bun  Illie ,  Stra  Illie. 

Parish  of  KILDONNAN. 

Confifts  of  a  valley,  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  river  Helmifdale 
or  Illie ,  only  fit  for  pafture.  The  parifh  kirk  is  dedicated  to 
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St.  Donan.  A  tribe  lived  here  called  Gunns ,  of  Norwegian  extra£H- 
on :  they  have  continued  here  upwards  of  500  years,  and  contri¬ 
buted  to  extirpate  the  Danes  out  of  Sutherland .  They  were  in  all 
times  Satellites  to  the  Earls  of  Sutherland.  Their  chieftain  is  lately 
dead,  and  reprefented  by  two  boys ;  it  were  to  be  wifhed  that  fomc 
generous  perfon  would  take  care  of  their  education.  The  mold  re¬ 
markable  piece  of  hiftory  relating  to  this  parifh,  is  what  Forfxus 
mentions,  viz.  That  Helga  Countefs  of  Orkney ,  and  her  filter 
Frauhaurk ,  lived  at  Kinbrafs ,  and  fupported  a  grand  family  there. 
This  lady  had  a  daughter  called  Margaret ,  who  was  educated  in 
thefe  defarts,  and  there  married  Maddadius  Earl  of  Athole ,  uncle’s 
ion  to  King  David  I.  of  Scotland.  Thefe  buildings  were  burnt, 
and  reduced  to  heaps,  fo  that  we  cannot  difcern  what  their  model 
has  been ;  at  prefent,  they  are  called  Cam  Jhuin .  And  F orfaus 
fays  that  one  Suenus  burnt  and  demolifhed  them. 

What  fmall  fkirmifhes  have  happened  in  this  parifh,  are  not 
worth  mentioning,  excepting  what  Forfeits  mentions  relative  to 
Kinbrafs ,  betwixt  Suenus  an  Orkney  man,  and  Aulver  Rofta ,  captain 
of  a  guard,  which  an  old  wicked  lady,  called  Frauhaurk ,  kept  to 
defend  her.  This  lady,  we  are  told,  had  ordered  a  party  to  go 
and  murder  Olafus ,  the  father  of  Suenus ,  at  Dungjbey ,  which  party 
Aulver  commanded.  They  came  to  Dungjbey ,  and  burnt  that  brave 
man,  and  fix  more  with  him,  in  his  own  houfe.  Luckily  the  lady 
of  the  houfe  was  abfent,  being  invited  to  an  entertainment  in  the 
days  of  Chriftmas.  Her  fon  Gunnius ,  the  anceftor  of  the  Gunns , 
was  with  her,  and  Suenus  was  alfo  abfent.  After  many  years 
Suenus  comes  with  a  party,  attacks  Aulver ,  and  after  a  fmart  en¬ 
gagement  defeats  him,  fo  that  he  fled,  and  as  many  as  could  made 
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their  efcape  with  him.  Suenus ,  after  this,  burns  Frauhaurk ,  and  all 
her  family,  and  made  a  heap  of  the  buildings.  And  though  the 
ruins  are  great,  yet  no  man  can  tell  of  what  kind  they  were  ;  that 
is,  whether  round  like  the  Piflifh  houfes,  or  not.  This  happened 
in  the  12th  century. 

Parish  of  HALKIRK. 

Partly  com  land,  partly  pafture.  Many  places  of  worfhip  have 
been  in  this  parifh  ^  fuch  as  the  parifh  kirk  of  Skinnan ,  the  hofpital 
of  St.  Magnus  at  Spittal ,  the  walls  of  the  church  belonging  to  it 
being  ftill  extant.  The  chapel  of  Olgrim  beg .  The  chapel  of  St. 
Trojlon ,  at  JVeftfield.  The  chapel  of  St.  Queran^  at  Strathmore , 
Another  chapel  at  Dilred.  And  as  the  Bifhop  of  Cathnefs  lived  of 
old  at  Halkirk ,  his  chapel  was  called  St.  Kathrin ,  of  which  there  is 
no  veflige  left  but  a  heap  of  rubbifh. 

The  Norwegian  Lords  that  were  fuperiors  of  Cathnefs ,  built  the 
cattle  of  BraaL  Here  lived  Earl  John ,  who  is  faid  to  have  caufed 
the  burning  of  the  Bifhop  of  Cathnefs .  This  Bifhop,  whofe  name 
was  Adam ,  lived  near  the  place  where  the  minifter’s  houfe  ftands, 
too  near  the  bloody  Earl.  It  is  faid  he  was  fevere  in  exa&ing  tithes, 
which  made  the  country  people  complain  :  whereupon  the  Earl 
told  them  that  they  fhould  take  the  Bifhop  and  boil  him.  Accord¬ 
ingly  they  went  on  furioufly,  and  boiled  the  Bifhop  in  his  own  houfe, 
together  with  one  Serlo  a  monk,  his  companion,  in  the  year  1222. 
King  Alexander  II.  came  in  perfon  to  Cathnefs ,  and,  it  is  faid,  exe¬ 
cuted  near  80  perfons  concerned  in  that  murder.  The  Earl  fled, 
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but  was  afterwards  pardoned  by  the  King.  However,  fome  time  af¬ 
ter,  he  was  killed  in  the  town  of  L'hurfo ,  by  fome  perfons  whom  he 
defigned  to  murder.  At  Braal  there  was  a  fine  garden,  befide 
which  they  catch  the  fird  falmon  from  the  month  of  November 
to  the  month  of  Auguft .  The  filiation  is  moft  beautifull,  very 
%vell  adapted  for  the  feat  of  a  great  man.  The  cadle  of  Diked  was 
built  by  Sutherland  of  Diked ,  defcended  from  the  family  of  Suther¬ 
land.  It  is  a  fmajl  building  on  the  top  of  a  rock.  His  fon,  Alex¬ 
ander  Sutherland ,  forfeited  his  edate ;  and  thefe  lands  were  given  to 
the  ancedor  of  Lord  Reay>  but  now  belong  to  Mr.  Sinclair  of  Ulb~ 
fter. 

Up  the  river  (lands  an  old  ruin,  called  Lord  Chein’s ,  or  Ronald 
Chein’s ,  hunting  houfe.  He  was  the  Nimrod  of  that  age,  (pending  a 
great  part  of  his  time  in  that  exercife.  The  houfe  Hood  at  the  outlet 
of  a  loch,  called  Loch-more ,  the  fource  of  the  river  of  Lhurfo ,  which 
abounds  with  falmon.  Ronald  Chein  had  a  cruive  on  this  river,  with 
a  bell  fo  condrudled,  that  when  a  fifli  tumbled  in  the  cruive  the  bell 
rang.  The  tradition  is,  that  all  thefe  Highlands  were  then  Torefb  and 
wood,  but  now  there  is  fcarely  any  wood.  This  loch  is  about  half 
a  mile  long,  and  near  that  in  breadth,  and  is  the  bed  fifh  pond  in 
Britain  ;  many  lads  are  caught  every  year  on  the  fhore  of  this  loch, 
by  the  country  people.  Sixty  nets  are  for  ordinary  fhot  on  it  in  a 
night,  and  fifii  in  every  one.  Many  gentlemen  clame  a  property  in 
it,  for  which  caufe  it  is  a  common  good  to  the  country  in  general. 

There  is  in  the  town  of  North  Calder  an  old  ruin,  called  Ltdloch 

* 

boogie.  Torfaus  fays  that  Ronald  Earl  of  Orkney  was  treacheroudy 
murdered  there  by  a  luffian  he  calls  Lhiorbiornus  Klerkus ,  and  a 
fmart  fkirmifii  enfued,  Thiorbiornus  fled,  and  being  hotly  purfued. 
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was  burnt  in  a  houfe  where  he  took  (helter,  and  eight  more  with  him. 
This  was  in  the  12th  century.  Two  battles  were  fought  by  the 
Danes  in  the  dales  of  the  parifh  of  Halkirk .  One  at  Toftin-gale ,  the 
grave  of  the  foreigners.  A  Scots  nobleman,  whom  Torfeus  calls 
Comes  Magbragdus^  commanded  on  one  fide^  and  a  Norwegian,  called 
Liotus ,  on  the  other.  Liotus  was  mortally  wounded,  and  buried  at 
Sien-hou ,  near  the  kirk  of  Watten .  The  other  battle  was  fought  at 
Half  ary.  The  large  (tones  eredted  at  Rangag  and  thereabout,  are 
fepulchral  monuments,  where  perfons  of  note  are  buried.  There 
was  a  battle  fought  in  the  16th  century,  by  the  Gunns  and  others, 
at  a  place  called  Blarnandofs ,  near  Harpifdale ,  wherein  the  Gunns  were 
routed.  The  beautifull  river  of  Tburfo  runs  through  this  parifh,  and 
numbers  of  falmon  are  caught  in  it.  RiSliJh  houfes  are  very  nume¬ 
rous  along  the  fhore,  but  all  fallen  down.  It  is  a  mod  beautifull 
parifh,  and  mud  have  of  old  abounded  with  game  and  fifh,  which 
invited  people  to  fettle  in  it.  Mr.  Sinclair  of  Ulbfter ,  is  proprietor 
of  one  half  of  it. 


Parish  of  BOWAR, 

Here  the  Archdeacon  of  Cathnefs  redded.  The  Pope  of  Rome 
was,  of  old,  patron.  I  have  in  my  podeffion,  two  prefentations 
from  his  Holinefs  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Bowar.  It  was  antiently 
a  very  extenfive  parifh,  but  now  Watten  is  part  of  it.  I  know  of 
no  other  place  of  worfhip,  beddes  the  parifh  kirk,  excepting  the 
chapel  of  Dun ,  where  a  clergyman  officiated,  before  the  erediion  of 
the  parifh  of  Watten .  I  know  of  nothing  memorable  concerning  it. 
If  there  ever  were  any  grand  buildings  in  it,  no  vediges  of  them 
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now  remain.  <Torf<eus  mentions  a  great  man  that  lived  here  in  the 
1 2th  century,  named  Maddan :  one  of  whofe  fons  was  (tiled  Magnus 
the  Generous,  the  other  Count  Ottar  of  'Thurfo.  His  daughter 
Helga  married  Harold  the  Orator,  Earl  of  Orkney .  Another  marri¬ 
ed  Liotus ,  a  noble  Dane ,  that  lived  in  Sutherland .  And  the  third 
was  married  to  a  Dane  that  lived  in . —  in  Orkney , 

Parish  of  WATTEN, 

A  country  fit  for  both  tillage  and  pafture.  The  chapel  of  Dun 
Hands  now  in  it.  Here  are  no  buildings  but  of  modern  date.  The 
only  memorable  thing  in  this  parifh  is  the  grave  of  Liotus ,  Earl  of 
Orkney .  At  Sten-hou ,  near  the  kirk  of  JVatten ,  ftands  a  great  rock 
upon  a  green  fpot  of  ground,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  fepulchral 
monument  of  this  Earl.  The  Monkifti  tradition  is,  that  St.  Magnus 
converted  a  dragon  into  this  ftone.  This  is  as  true  as  what  they 
relate  of  his  crofting  the  Pentland  firth  upon  a  ftone,  and  that  the 
print  of  the  Saint’s  feet  is  vifible  on  the  fame  ftone  in  the  kirk  of 
Burrich ,  in  South  Ronnaldjha  in  Orkney . 

N.  B.  In  the  hiftory  of  the  family  of  Sutherland ,  mention  is 
made  of  one  Sir  Paul  Menzies ,  Provoft  of  Aberdeen ,  who  difcovered 
a  filver  mine  in  Sutherland ,  and  found  it  to  be  rich,  but  death  pre¬ 
vented  his  working  it.  It  feems  he  covered  the  place  where  he 
found  it,  and  no  perfon  of  fkill  has  obferved  it  fince  that  time.  It 
is  probable  that  Creig  nargod  is  the  place  where  this  mine  may  be, 
and  that  this  difcovery  was  the  caufe  of  this  appellation  ;  for  I  can 
fee  no  other  reafon  for  that  name  or  defignation.  Perfons  of  fkill 
ought  to  examine  thefe  bounds.  Creign  airgid,  or  the  filver  hill, 
is  above  Cullmalie . 
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N  U  M  B  E  R  VI. 

The  LIFE  of  Sir  EWEN  CAMERON, 

of  LOCHIEL. 


THIS  memoir,  fo  defcriptive  of  the  manners  of  the  times,  and  the  \Vild  war 
carried  on  between  the  Hero  of  the  piece,  and  CromweV s  people*  was  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me  by  a  Gentleman  of  Lochaber.  It  merits  prefervation  not  folely 
on  account  of  its  curioiity ;  but  that  it  may  prove  an  indru&ive  leifon  to  the 
prefent  inhabitants  of  that  extensive  tradl,  by  fhewing  the  happinefs  they  may 
enjoy  in  the  prefent  calm,  after  the  long  dorm  of  war  and  alTaffination  their 
forefathers  were  curfed  with. 


SIR  Ewen  Cdmeron  was  born  in  February ,  1629.  He  with 
his  fofterfather  for  the  firft  feven  years,  according  to  an  old 
cuftom  in  the  Highlands,  whereby  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the 
clan  are  entitled  to  the  tuition  and  fupport  of  their  chief’s  children 
during  the  years  of  their  pupillarity.  The  fofterfathers  were  alio 
frequently  at  the  charge  of  their  education  during  that  period  ^  and 
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when  the  pupils  returned  home,  thefe  fathers  gave  them  a  portion 
equal  to  what  they  gave  their  own  children  j  as  the  portion  confided 
in  cattle,  before  they  came  to  age  it  increafed  to  a  confiderable 
height. 

Before  his  years  of  pupillarity  expired,  he  was  put  under  the 
charge  and  management  of  the  Marquifs  of  Argyle ,  the  fame  who 
was  executed  foon  after  the  Redoration.  The  Marquifs,  intending 
to  bring  him  up  in  the  principles  of  the  Covenanters,  put  him  to 
fchool  at  Inverara ,  under  the  infpedion  of  a  Gentleman  of  his  own 
appointment.  But  young  Lochiel  preferred  the  fports  of  the  field 
to  the  labours  of  the  fchool.  Argyle  obferving  this,  brought  him 
back  to  himfelf,  and  kept  a  watchfull  eye  over  him,  carrying  him 
along  with  him  wherever  he  went. 

After  the  defeat  of  the  Royalids  at  Philiphaugh ,  in  1645,  it  hap¬ 
pened  that  as  the  Parliament  fat  at  St.  Andrew' s>  on  the  trial  of  the 
prifoners  of  diftindion  there  feized,  Lochiel, ,  who  went  there  with 
the  Marquifs,  found  means  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Sir  Robert  Spotfwood , 
one  of  the  prifoners,  a  few  days  before  his  execution.  Then  and 
there  it  was  he  received  the  fird  intelligence  concerning  the  date 
and  principles  of  parties  in  Scotland.  Sir  Robert ,  happy  to  fee  his 
young  vifitant,  the  fon  of  his  old  acquaintance  John  Cameron ,  took 
the  opportunity  to  relate  in  an  eloquent  manner,  the  caufes  of  the 
prefent  rebellion,  and  its  hidory  from  its  fird  breaking  out,  with  a 
view  of  the  tempers  and  charaders  of  the  different  fadions  that  had 
confpired  againd  the  Crown.  He  explained  the  nature  of  our 
conditution,  infided  much  on  the  integrity  and  benevolence  of  the 
King,  but  inveighed  bitterly  againd  his  Scotch  enemies ;  and  con¬ 
cluded  with  expreffing  his  aftonifhment  how  Lochiel' s  friends  could 
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put  him  under  the  charge  of  Argyle ,  and  conjuring  him  to  abandon 
that  party  as  foon  as  he  could.  This  difcourfe  had  fuch  an  im- 
preffion  on  the  mind  of  Lochiel ,  that  it  continued  all  his  life  time. 

Some  time  after,  Argyle  addreffed  his  pupil  in  a  different  tone, 
but  had  little  influence  over  hirh :  he  never  could  be  fatisfied  why 
fo  many  brave  fellows  were  executed,  as  he  heard  no  confeflions  of 
guilt,  as  thieves  and  robbers  are  wont  to  make ;  but  dying  with 
the  courage  and  refolution  of  Gentlemen.  After  this,  Lochiel  was 
anxious  to  return  to  his  country,  inflamed  with  a  defire  of  exerting 
himfelf  in  the  Royal  caufe,  and  of  joining  Montrcfe  for  that  end. 

♦  Upon  the  application  of  his  uncle  Breadalhine ,  and  the  Camerons , 
Argyle  parted  with  his  pupil  •,  and  he  returned  to  Lochaher ,  to  head 
his  clan  in  the  18th  year  of  his  age. 

An  opportunity  of  adting  the  Chief  foon  occurred.  Glengary 
and  Reppoch ,  Heads  of  two  numerous  tribes  of  the  McDonalds ,  re¬ 
filled  to  pay  Lochiel  certain  taxations  for  fome  lands  they  held  of 
him  :  Lochiel  armed  a  body  of  the  Camerons ,  with  a  view  to  compel 
them  •,  Glengary  and  Reppoch ,  finding  him  thus  bold  and  refolute, 
thought  proper  to  fettle  their  affairs  amicably,  and  gave  him  no 
further  trouble  for  the  future.  By  fuch  determined  condudl,  Loch¬ 
aher  enjoyed  a  profound  peace  for  fome  little  time,  while  the  whole 
of  Scotland  befldes  was  a  fcene  of  war  and  bloodfhed. 

In  1651,  Lochiel  was  honored  with  a  letter  from  King  Charles  II. 
inviting  him  and  his  clan  to  ufe  and  put  themfelves  in  arms,  for  the 
relief  of  their  country  and  fovereign  *,  in  confequence  of  which, 
early  in  fpring  1652,  after  colle&ing  his  men,  he  was  the  firfl  who 
joined  Glencairn ,  who  had  *jufi  then  fet  up  the  Royal  ftandard  in 
the  Highlands.  In  the  different  encounters  his  Lordfhip  and  the 
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Royalifts  had  with  Lilburne ,  Morgan ,  and  others,  Lochiel  difplayed 
more  condud  and  vigor  than  could  be  expeded  from  one  fo  young, 
and  as  yet  unexperienced  in  the  art  of  war.  He  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  in  a  particular  manner  in  a  fkirmifh  which  happened  between 
Glencairn  and  Col.  Lilburne ,  at  Brea-mar ,  where  he  was  polled  at  a 
pais,  which  he  defended  with  great  fpirit,  till  Glencairn  and  his 
army  retreated  to  a  place  of  fecurity.  Lilburne ,  in  the  mean  time, 
getting  between  Lochiel  and  the  army,  and  finding  it  impolfible  to 
draw  out  the  General  to  art  engagement,  made  a  violent  attack  up¬ 
on  Lochiel :  Lochiel ,  after  making  a  bold  refillance  for  fome  time, 
at  lafb  retreated  gradually  up  the  hill,  with  his  face  to  the  enemy, 
who  durft  not  purfue  him,  on  account  of  the  ruggednefs  of  the 
ground,  and  the  fnow  that  then  covered  it.  Glencairn' s  army  was  at 
this  time  full  of  fadions  and  divilions ;  occafioned  by  the  number 
of  independent  chiefs  and  gentlemen  in  his  army,  who  would  not 
condefcend  to  fubmit  to  one  another,  either  in  opinion  or  adion. 
Lochiel  was  the  only  perfon  of  diftindion  that  kept  himfelf  difen- 
gaged  from  thefe  factions  ;  for  in  order  to  avoid  them,  he  always 
chofe  the  moll  diftant  parts,  where  his  frequent  fucceffes  had  en¬ 
deared  him  to  the  General,  who  recommended  him  in  a  ftrong 
manner  to  the  King,  as  appears  by  the  following  Letter  his  Majefty 
fent  him. 

u  To  our  trufty  and  well  beloved  the  Laird  of  Lochiel 
“  CHARLES  R. 

u  Trufty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well.  We  are  inform- 
“  ed  by  the  the  Earl  of  Glencairn  with  what  notable  courage  and 
u  afiedion  to  us  you  have  behaved  yourfelf  at  this  time  of  tryal, 
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“  when  cur  intereft  and  the  honour  and  liberty  of  your  country 
44  is  at  {take ;  and  therefore  we  cannot  but  exprefs  our  hearty  fenfe 
44  of  fuch  your  good  courage,  and  return  you  our  princely  thanks 
44  for  the  fame ;  and  we  hope  all  honed:  men  who  are  lovers  of  us 
44  and  their  country  will  follow  your  example,  and  that  you  will 
44  unite  together  in  the  ways  we  have  directed,  and  under  that  au- 
44  thority  we  have  appointed  to  conduCt  you  for  the  profecution  of 
44  fo  good  a  work,  fo  we  do  allure  you  we  fhall  be  ready,  as  foon 
44  as  we  are  able,  fignally  to  reward  your  fervice,  and  to  repair  the 
44  Ioffes  you  fhall  undergoe  for  our  fervice,  and  fo  we  bid  you  fare^ 
44  well.  Given  at  Chantilly ,  Nov.  3.  1653.  In  the  fifth  year  of 
44  our  reign.” 

When  General  Middleton  came  from  Holland ,  1654,  to  take  the 
command  of  the  King’s  troops  in  Scotland ,  Lochiel  joined  him  with  a 
full  regiment  of  good  men,  while  many  of  the  other  heads  of  clans 
made  their  peace  with  General  Monk ,  who  had  marched  into  the 
Highlands  at  the  head  of  a  fmall  army,  giving  another  compo- 
fed  of  horfe  and  foot  to  General  Morgan.  Many  trifling  conflicts  en- 
fued  between  thefe  two  Generals  and  the  Highlanders  ;  but  Lochiel 
being  of  the  party  who  had  oppofed  Morgan ,  an  adtive  and  brave 
officer,  run  feveral  hazards,  and  encountered  many  difficulties  ;  but 
his  prefence  of  mind  and  refolution  never  forfook  him. 

Monk  left  no  method  unattempted  to  bribe  him  into  a  fubmiffiom 
Thefe  propofals  were  fo  engaging,  that  many  ofhis  friends  importuned 
him  to  accept  of  them;  but  he  defpifed  them  all,  and  would  not  fubmit. 
Monk  finding  all  his  attempts  ineffectual,  refolved  to  plant  a  garrifon 
at  Inverlochy,  where  Fort  Willi  am  now  hands,  inorder  to  keep  the  country 
in  awe,  and  their  chief  at  home.  Lochiel  being  informed  of  this  defign, 
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thought  the  moft  advifable  plan  would  be  to  attack  the  enemy  on 
their  march  from  Invernefs ,  imagining  they  would  come  from  that 
place  or  that  way  •,  but  the  fudden  arrival  of  the  Englijh  at  fea  dis¬ 
concerted  all  his  meafures.  They  brought  with  them  fuch  plenty 
of  materials,  and  were  in  the  neighborhood  of  fo  much  wood,  that 
in  a  day’s  time  after  their  landing.  Col.  Bigan  their  commander,  and 
the  governor  of  the  new  fort  to  be  ere&ed,  had  fecured  his  troops 

«h 

from  all  danger. 

Lochiel  faw  all  their  motions  from  a  neighboring  eminence,  and 

CD  O  5 

feeing  it  impracticable  to  attack  them  with  any  probability  of  fuc- 
cefs,  retired  to  a  place  three  miles  Weft  ward,  to  a  wood  on  the 
North  fide  of  Lochiel ,  called  Achdalew  \  from  this  he  could  have  a 
full  view  of  his  enemy  at  Inverlochy.  All  his  men  he  difmifted  to 
remove  their  cattle  farther  from  the  enemy,  and  to  furnifh  them- 
felves  with  provifions :  excepting  about  38  perfons  whom  he  kept 
as  a  guard.  He  alfo  had  fpies  in  and  about  the  garrifon,  who  in¬ 
formed  him  of  all  their  tranfa&ions.  Five  days  after  their  arrival  at 
Inverlochy ,  the  governor  difpatched  300  of  his  men  on  board  of  two 
veftels  which  were  to  fail  Weftward  a  little,  and  to  anchor  on  each  fide 
of  the  fhore  near  Achdalew.  Lochiel  heard  their  defign  was  to  cut  down 
his  trees  and  carry  away  his  cattle,  and  was  determined  if  poftible  to 
make  them  pay  well  for  every  tree  and  every  hide  ;  favored  by 
the  woods,  he  came  pretty  clofe  to  the  fhore,  where  he  faw  their  mo¬ 
tions  fo  perfectly  that  he  counted  them  as  they  came  out  of  the  fhip, 
and  found  the  number  of  the  armed  exceed  140,  befides  a  number 
of  workmen  with  axes  and  other  inftruments. 

Having  fully  Satisfied  himfelf,  he  returned  to  his  friends,  and  afked 
their  opinion.  The  younger  part  of  them  were  keen  for  attacking  j 
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but  the  older  and  the  more  experienced  remonftrated  againft  it,  as  a 
mo  ft  rafh  and  hazardous  enterprife.  Lochiel  then  enquired  of  two 

of  the  party  who  had  ferved  for  fome  time  under  Montrofe ,  if  ever 
they  faw  him  engage  on  fo  difadvantageous  terms  ^  they  declared 
they  never  did.  He,  however,  animated  by  the  ardor  of  youth,  or 

promted  by  emulation,  (for  Montrofe  was  always  in  his  mouth)  in- 

♦  _ 

filled  in  a  fhort  but  fpirited  harangue,  that  if  his  people  had  any  re¬ 
gard  for  their  King  or  their  Chief,  or  any  principle  of  honor,  the 
Englifh  fhould  be  attacked  :  “  for,”  fays  he,  “  if  every  man  kills  his 
man,  which  I  hope  you  will  do,  I  will  anfwer  for  the  reft.”  Upon  this, 
none  of  his  party  made  further  oppofition,  but  begged  that  he  and 
his  brother  Allan  fhould  ftand  at  a  dillance  from  the  danger.  Lochiel 
could  not  hear  with  patience  the  propolal  with  regard  to  himfelf, 

but  commanded  that  his  brother  Allan  fhould  be  bound  to  a  tree, 
and  that  a  little  boy  fhould  be  left  to  attend  him ;  but  he  foon  flat¬ 
tered  or  threatned  the  boy  to  difengage  him,  and  ran  to  the  conflidl. 

The  Camerons  being  fome  more  than  thirty  in  number,  armed 
partly  with  mufquets,  and  partly  with  bows,  kept  up  their  pieces 
and  arrows  till  their  very  muzzles  and  points  almoft  touched  their 
enemies’  breads,  when  the  very  firft  Are  took  down  above  30. 
They  then  laid  on  with  their  fwords,  and  laid  about  with  incredible 
fury.  The  Englifo  defended  themfelves  with  their  mufquets  and 
bayonets  with  great  bravery,  but  to  little  purpofe.  The  fkirmifli 
continued  long,  and  obftinate :  at  laft  the  Englifh  gave  way,  and 
retreated  towards  the  fhip,  with  their  faces  to  the  enemy,  fighting 
with  aftonifhing  refolution.  But  Lochiel ,  to  prevent  their  flight, 
commanded  two  or  three  of  his  men  to  run  before,  and  from  behind 
a  bulb  to  make  a  noife,  as  if  there  was  another  party  of  Highland- 
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ers  to  intercept  their  retreat.  This  took  fo  effectually,  that  they" 
flopped,  and  animated  by  rage,  madnefs,  and  defpair,  they  renew¬ 
ed  the  fkirmiffi  with  greater  fury  than  ever,  and  wanted  nothing 
but  proper  arms  to  make  Lochiel  repent  of  his  ffratagem.  They 
were  at  lad,  however,  forced  to  give  way,  and  betake  themfelves 
to  their  heels ;  the  Camerons  purfued  them  chin  deep  in  the  fea ; 
138  were  counted  dead  of  the  Englijh ,  and  of  the  Camerons  only  5 
were  killed. 

In  this  engagement,  Lochiel  himfdlf  had  feverai  wonderfull  ef- 
capes.  In  the  retreat  of  the  Englijh ,  one  of  the  dronged  and  braved: 
of  the  officers  retired  behind  a  buffi,  when  he  obferved  Lochiel  pur- 
fuing,  and  feeing  him  unaccompanied  with  any,  he  leaped  out, 
and  thought  him  his  prey.  They  met  one  another  with  equal  fury. 
The  combat  was  long,  and  doubtfull.  The  Englijh  Gentleman  had 
by  far  the  advantage  in  drength  and  fize ;  but  Lochiel  exceeding  him 
in  nimblenefs  and  agility,  in  the  end  tript  the  fword  out  of  his  hand: 
upon  which,  his  antagonid  flew  upon  him  with  amazing  rapidity ; 
they  clofed,  and  wredled  till  both  fell  to  the  ground  in  each  other’s 
arms.  The  Englijh  Officer  got  above  Lochiel ,  and  preffed  him  hard; 
but  dretching  forth  his  neck  by  attempting  to  difengage  himfelf, 
Lochiel ,  who  by  this  time  had  his  hands  at  liberty,  with  his  left  hand 
feized  him  by  the  collar,  and  jumping  at  his  extended  throat,  he 
bit  it  with  his  teeth  quite  through,  and  kept  fuch  a  hold  of  his  grip, 
that  he  brought  away  his  mouthfull ;  this,  he  faid,  was  the  fwcetejl 
bite  he  ever  had  in  his  life  time.  Immediately  afterwards,  when  con¬ 
tinuing  the  purfuit  after  that  encounter  was  over,  he  found  his  men 
chin  deep  in  the  fea;  he  quickly  followed  them,  and  obferving  a 
fellow  on  deck  aiming  his  piece  at  him,  plunged  into  the  fea,  and 
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efcaped,  but  fo  narrowly  that  the  hair  on  the  back  part  of  his  head 
was  cut,  and  a  little  of  the  ikin  ruffled.  In  a  little  while  a  fimilar 
attempt  was  made  to  fhoot  him  :  his  follerbrother  threw  himfelf  be¬ 
fore  him,  and  received  the  fhot  in  his  mouth  and  bread,  preferring 
his  Chief’s  life  to  his  own. 

In  a  few  days  afterwards,  refolving  to  return  to  Gen.  Middleton , 
he  ordered  all  his  men  to  affemble  and  join  him ;  but  while  he  wait¬ 
ed  for  their  return,  he  cut  off  another  party  of  the  garrifon  loldiers 
who  were  marching  into  the  country,  at  Auchentore ,  within  half  a 
mile  of  the  fort,  killed  a  few,  and  took  feveral  prifoners.  His 
former  engagements  with  the  General  obliged  him  at  lad  to  join, 
which  he  did,  with  a  great  number  of  his  clan;  but  was  not  long 
with  him  when  he  had  certain  information  that  the  Governor  of 
Inverlochy  availed  himfelf  of  JLochieV s  abfence,  by  making  his  troops 
cut  down  the  woods,  and  colledl  all  the  provifions  in  the  country. 
His  return  to  Lochaber  being  neceffary,  Middleton  agreed  to  it,  up¬ 
on  condition  he  would  leave  the  greated  part  of  his  men  behind  him. 
This  he  did,  and  fet  out  privately  for  his  country  with  only  150 
men.  He  foon  found  his  information  was  too  true :  in  order  to 
obtain  redrefs,  he  poded  his  men,  early  in  the  morning  of  the  day 
after  his  arrival,  in  different  parts  of  a  wood  called  Stronnevifs , 
within  a  mile  of  the  garrifon,  where  the  foldiers  ufed  to  come  out 
every  morning,  to  cut  and  bring  in  wood.  Four  or  five  hundred 
came  in  the  ordinary  manner.  Lochiel ,  obferving  them  from  a  con¬ 
venient  part  of  the  wood  where  he  reded;  gave  the  fignal  at  a  pro¬ 
per  time.  His  men  foon  made  the  attack,  the  enemy  were  foon 
routed,  and  a  great  daughter  made;  100  fell  upon  the  fpot,  and 
the  purfuit  was  carried  on  to  the  very  walls  of  the  garrifon.  It  is 
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remarkable,  that  not  an  officer  efcaped,  they  being  the  only  active 
perfons  that  made  refinance.  Thus  continued  Lochiel  for  fome 
time  a  peft  to  the  garrifon,  frequently  cutting  off  fmall  detachments, 
partly  by  ffratagem,  partly  by  force ;  but  his  name  carried  fa  much 
terror  with  it,  that  they  gave  him  no  opportunity  for  fome  time  of 
doing  them  much  harm. 

Gen.  Middleton  being  at  this  time  extremely  unfuceefsfull  in  fome 
of  his  adventures,  particularly  in  an  adtion  fome  of  his  troops  had 
lately  with  Major  Gen.  Morgan ,  at  Lochgarry ,  where  they  were  to¬ 
tally  defeated,  fent  an  exprefs  to  Lochiel ,  fupplicating  his  prefence, 
that  meafures  might  be  concerted  how  to  conclude  the  war  in  an 
honorable  manner.  Lochiel  refolved  to  go  at  the  head  of  300  men, 
and  made  the  proper  preparations  for  his  journey  with  all  imagin¬ 
able  fecrecy  \  yet  the  Governor  gets  notice  of  his  intended  expedi¬ 
tion,  and  orders  Morgan  if  poffible  to  intercept  him.  Middleton 
was  at  Brae-mar ,  in  the  head  of  Aherdeenjhire ,  between  which  place 
and  Lochaher  there  is  a  continued  range  of  hills  for  upwards  of 
100  miles.  Over  thefe  did  he  travel,  fleeping  in  ffiellings,  (huts 
which  the  herds  build  for  flicker  when  in  the  mountains)  on  beds 
of  hedder  with  their  crops  turned  upwards,  without  any  covering 
but  his  plaid.  In  the  courfe  of  this  expedition,  he  was  like  to  be 
furprized  by  the  a&ivity  of  Morgan-  once  and  again  j  but  getting  up 
to  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  he  always  efcaped  the  enemy,  but 
frequently  not  to  their  profit,  as  his  men  often  run  down  the  hill, 
and  after  difcharging  a  few  pieces  or  arrows  among  them,  would  as 
eafily  afcend. 

Soon  after  his  junction  with  Middleton ,  the  war  was  given  over, 
and  Middleton  retired  to  Frame ,  having  prefented  Lochiel  with  a 

moffi 


APPENDIX. 


357 


moft  favorable  declaration,  fjgned  at  Dunvegan ,  in  Sky ,  March  31. 
1655.  But  though  the  war  was  thus  given  over  in  general,  and 
many  of  the  nobility  and  heads  of  clans  had  fubmitted  to  Monkr 
upon  getting  their  edates  redored,  Lochiel  dill  flood  out,  not  able 
to  bear  the  infolence  of  the  troops  quartered  in  a  garrifon  fo  near 
him.  For  the  Governor,  encouraged  by  the  departure  of  Middleton , 
and  taking  the  advantage  of  Lochiel ’s  ablence  in  Sky^  ufed  to  allow 
his  officers  to  go  out  frequently  in  hunting  parties,  well  guarded 
with  a  good  number  of  armed  men,  dedroying  the  game.  Lochiel , 
on  his  return,  having  learned  this,  foon  put  a  flop  to  their  info¬ 
lence-,  for  convening  a  party  of  the  Camerons ,  he  watched  one  day 
at  a  convenient  place,  while  he  faw  one  of  thefe  hunting  parties 
coming  towards  the  hill  whereon  he  fat,  and  having  divided  his  men, 
and  given  them  proper  indrudtions,  the  attack  was  made  with  fuc- 
cefs  :  mod  of  the  party  were  (lain,  and  the  red  taken  prifoners. 
The  lofs  of  fo  many  officers  afforded  new  matter  of  grief  and  ado- 
nifhment  to  the  Governor,  and  prompted  him  to  make  fome  at¬ 
tempts  to  obtain  redrefs,  but  they  were  all  in  vain.  He,  however, 
by  this  time  became  acquainted  with  the  fituation  and  manners  of 
the  country,  and  procured  a  number  of  mercenary  defperadoes  a- 
round  him,  who  gave  him  exadt  intelligence  of  whatever  happened. 
This  obliged  Lochiel  to  flit  his  quarters  to  a  farther  didance  from 
the  fort,  while  he  employed  fuch  of  his  clan  as  continued  faithful!, 
as  counter-fpies  near  the  garrifon  ;  and  by  their  means,  the  refolu- 
tions  and  plans  of  the  Governor  were  not  only  made  public,  but 
many  of  his  fpies  were  detected  and  apprehended,  whom  Lochiel 
ordered  to  be  hung  up,  without  any  ceremony  or  form  of  trial. 

Soon'. 
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Soon  after  his  encounter  with  the  hunting  party,  an  exprefs  came 
to  him  from  the  Laird  of  Naught  in  y  a  true  Royalift  in  Cowal ,  a 
country  oppofite  to  Inverara ,  in  Argylejhire ,  acquainting  him,  that 
there  were  in  that  country  three  Englijh ,  and  one  Scotch  Colonel, 
with  other  Officers,  who  were  deputed  by  Gen.  Monk  to  furvey  the 
forts  and  forfeited  places  in  that  part  of  the  Highlands ;  and  that 
it  was  poffible  to  feize  them  with  a  few  (lout  fellows.  Lochiel ,  re¬ 
joiced  at  this  intelligence,  picked  out  100  choice  Camerons ,  with 
whom  he  marched  for  Cowal ,  (till  keeping  the  tops  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  left  his  defigns  fhoulcl  be  difcovered  and  publifhed. .  There 
he  met  his  friend  MQNaughtin ,  who  informed  him  that  the  Officers 
lay  at  a  certain  inn,  well  guarded  with  armed  foldiers.  Upon 
which,  he  gave  the  proper  orders  to  his  men,  who  executed  them 
with  fo  much  expedition  andifkill,  that  the  officers,  fervants,  and 
foldiers  were  all  apprehended,  and  carried,  almoft  without  halting, 
to  a  place  of  fecurity,  before  they  well  knew  where  they  were. 
This  place  was  a  fmall  iftand  in  Loch-Ortnick ,  a  freffi  water  lake 
12  miles  in  length,  about  10  miles  North  of  Inverlochy . 

The  prifoners,  though  terrified  at  firft,  were  foon  undeceived. 
The  horrible  executions  which  Lochiel ’s  men  made  in  the  feveral 
rencounters  they  were  engaged  in,  made  his  enemies  believe  him  to 
be  cruel  and  fanguinary  in  his  difpofition  ^  but  the  gentle  treatment, 
and  the  great  civility  the  prifoners  met  with,  foon  convinced  them 
of  the  contrary  :  he  omitted  nothing  that  could  contribute  to  their 
happinefs  •,  but  particularly  he  propofed  and  exhibited  feveral  hunt¬ 
ing  matches,  which  gave  them  great  fatisfaflion.  During  their  im- 
prifonment,  they  took  the  liberty  now  ,and  then  to  represent  to 
-  ,  •  Lochiel 
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Lochiel  the  expediency  and  the  prudence  of  a  treaty  with  the  Gene¬ 
ral.  He  at  firft  rejected  the  motion,  and  fcorned  the  advice ;  but 
being  often  repeated,  he  began  to  give  way  to  their  reafonings,  but 
Pill  faid,  that  no  wife  man  fhould  truft  his  fafety  in  the  hands  of 
their  pretended  Protedtor,  whofe  whole  life  was  a  continued  fcene 
of  ambition,  rebellion,  hypocrify,  and  cruelty  ^  and  that  though  he 
was  able  to  do  little  for  the  fervice  of  the  King  or  his  country,  yet 
would  he  always  preferve  his  confcience  and  honor  unftained,  till 
perhaps  a  more  favorable  opportunity  of  reftoring  the  King  might 
offer.  Thefe  conferences  being  often  renewed,  brought  Lochiel  to 
declare  himfelf  in  a  more  favorable  manner.  For  the  truth  is,  that 
he  diffembled  his  fentiments  at  firft,  wanting  nothing  fo  much  as  an 
honorable  treaty  ^  for  his  country  was  impoverifhed,  and  his  people 
almoft  ruined.  He  if  ill,  however,  protelted,  that  before  he  would 
confent  to  difarm  himfelf  and  his  clan,  abjure  his  King,  and  take 
oaths  to  the  Ufurper,  he  would  live  as  an  outlaw  and  fugitive,, 
without  regard  to  confequences.  To  this  it  was  anfwered,  that  if 
he  Gnly  fhewed  an  inclination  to  fubmit,  no  oath  fhould  be  required, 
and  he  fhould  have  his  own  terms. 

In  confequence  of  this  affirmation,  Lochiel ,  with  the  advice  of  his 
friends,  made  out  a  draught  of  his  conditions,  which  were  tranfmit- 
ted  to  Gen.  Monk ,  by  Col.  Campbel ,  one  of  the  prifoners,  he  having 
given  his  word  of  honor  he  would  foon  return.  Upon  receipt  of 
this,  the  General  made  out  a  new  fet  of  articles,  of  much  the  fame 
nature  with  the  draught  fent,  which  he  returned  to  Lochiel ,  fignify- 
ing  to  him,  if  he  agreed  thereto  they  would  Hand  good,  otherwife 
not.  After  making  fome  fmall  alterations,  Lochiel  confented,  and 
the  Marquifs  of  Argyle  became  Jus  guarantee.  This  treaty  was 
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burned  in  a  houfe  of  Locbiel9 s,  which  was  confumed  by  accident. 
However,  the  moft  material  articles  are  preferved  in  Monk's  letters 
to  him,  and  are  as  follows. 

4  No  oath  was  required  of  Locbiel  to  Cromwel>  but  his  word  of 

5  honor  to  live  in  peace.  He  and  his  clan  were  allowed  to  keep 
c  their  arms  as  before  the  war  broke  out,  they  behaving  peaceably. 
4  Reparation  was  to  be  made  to  Locbiel  for  what  wood  the  Governor 
4  of  Inverlocby  cut  on  his  grounds.  A  free  and  full  indemnity  was 
4  granted  him  for  all  riots,  depredations,  and  crimes  committed  by 

6  him  or  his  men  preceding  the  prefent  treaty.  Reparation  was  to 
4  be  made  to  the  tenants  for  all  the  lodes  they  fuftained  from  the 

9 

‘  garrifon  foldiers.  The  tithes,  cefs,  and  other  public  burdens 
6  which  had  not  been  paid  during  the  wars,  were  remitted,  on  con- 
4  dition  they  fhould  be  paid  afterwards,  with  feveral  others  of  the 
4  like  nature.’  All  that  was  demanded  by  Monk  of  Locbiel ,  was, 
that  he  and  his  clan  fhould  lay  down  their  arms  in  name  of  King 
Charles  II.  before  the  Governor  of  Inverlochy ,  and  take  them  up 
again  in  name  of  the  States,  without  mentioning  the  Protector; 
that  he  would  afterwards  keep  the  peace,  pay  publick  burdens, 
and  fupprefs  tumults,  thefts,  and  depredations. 

Thefe  articles  being  agreed  to,  and  fubfcribed  by  Monk  and 
Locbiel ,  the  prifoners  were  difcharged,  but  Locbiel  begged  they 
would  honor  him  with  their  prefence  at  the  ceremony  of  laying 
down  their  arms,  which  they  complied  with.  Having  convened  a 
refpectable  number  of  his  clan,  he  ranged  them  into  companies, 
under  the  command  of  the  Captains  of  their  refpedtive  tribes,  and 
put  himfelf  at  their  head.  In  this  manner  he  marched  to  Inverlocby , 
in  the  fame  order  as  if  going  to  battle,  pipes  playing,  and  colors  flying. 
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The  Governor  drew  out  the  foldiers,  and  put  them  in  order  on  a 
plain  near  the  fort ;  placing  them  in  two  lines  oppofite  to  the 
Camerons .  Lochiel  and  the  Governor  firft  faluted  each  other  as 
friends.  The  articles  of  the  treaty  were  then  read*  and  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  laying  down  and  taking  up  the  arms  performed.  Both 
parties  afterwards  partook  of  a  fplendid  entertainment,  prepared  by 
the  Governor  for  the  occafion,  to  the  great  fatisfadtion  of  all  prefent. 
Thus  did  Lochiel ,  the  only  Chief  in  the  Highlands  that  continued 
to  fupport  the  Royal  caufe  after  it  was  agreed  the  war  lhould  be 
given  over,  at  lad  fubmit  in  an  honorable  way.  Monk  fent  him  a 
letter  of  thanks  for  his  chearful  compliance,  dated  at  Dalkeith , 
5.  June  1 655. 

During  the  remaining  part  of  Oliver's  life,  and  the  reigns  of 
King  Charles  II.  and  James  II.,  Lochiel  lived  chiefly  at  home, 
in  a  broken  kind  of  tranquillity,  occafioned  by  the  diftra&ions  of 
the  times,  and  the  pretenfions  of  neighboring  Chiefs  and  Lairds  to 
parts  of  his  eftate :  but  he  always  flhewed  fo  much  prudence  and 
courage  on  every  emergency,  as  gained  him  the  friendfhip  of  the  great, 
and  the  efteem  of  all.  He  was  held  in  particular  favor  by  the  two 
brothers  Charles  and  James,  and  received  from  them  many  marks 
of  their  royal  regard.  It  may  not  be  unworthy  the  attention  of  the 
curious  to  narrate  the  following  incident. 

Lochiel  and  the  Laird  of  M‘IntoJh  had  a  long  difpute  concerning 
fome  lands  in  Lochaher .  M'lntojh  claimed  them  in  confequence  of 
a  grant  of  them  he  had  from  the  Lord  of  the  IJles ,  afterwards  con¬ 
firmed  by  K.  David  Bruce :  Lochiel' s  plea  was  perpetual  pofleflion. 
The  conteft  was  often  renewed,  both  at  the  law  courts  and  by  arms. 
Many  terms  of  accommodation  were  propofed  to  the  contending 
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parties,  but  in  vain.  King  Charles  II.  himfelf  would  needs  be 
the  mediator ;  but  nothing  but  fuperior  force  would  prevail.  In 
1665,  MLntoJh ,  with  his  own  clan  and  the  M^Pherfons ,  convened 
an  army  of  1 500  men,  with  which  he  fets  out  for  Lochaber . 
Lochiel ,  aided  by  the  McGregor j,  raifes  1200,  900  of  which  were 
armed  with  guns,  broad  fwords  and  targets,  and  300  with  bows 
and  arrows.  (It  is  remarked,  this  was  the  laft  confiderable  body 
of  bowmen  that  ever  was  feen  in  the  Highlands.)  Juft  as  they  were 
in  view  of  one  another,  and  almoft  ready  to  fight,  the  Earl  of 
Breadalbane ,  who  was  Cou-fin  German  to  both,  arrived  at  the  head 
of  300  men,  and  immediately  fent  for  the  two  Chiefs.  He  declared 
whoever  ftiould  oppofe  the  terms  he  was  to  offer,  he  fhould  join  the 
contrary  party  with  all  his  power,  and  be  his  foe  while  he  lived. 
Accordingly  propofals  of  agreement  were  made,  and  fubmitted  to 
by  both  parties.  Lochiel  continued  in  poffeffion  of  the  lands ;  for 
which  a  futn  of  money  was  given  to  MLntoJh ,  to  renounce  all  claims 
for  the  future.  The  articles  of  agreement  were  figned  20th  Septem¬ 
ber  1665,  about  360  years  after  the  commencement  of  the  quarrel; 
and  next  day  the  two  Chiefs  had  a  friendly  meeting,  and  exchanged 
fwords.  The  leading  Gentlemen  of  both  clans  performed  the  fame 
friendly  ceremony. 

It  muft  appear  ft  range,  that  now  not  a  bow  is  to  be  feen  in  the 
Highlands,  nor  any  propenlity  towards  that  kind  of  armour.  One 
might  imagine,  when  the  difarming  ad!  took  place,  bows  and  arrows 
would  have  been  a  good  fubftitute  for  guns ;  and,  if  I  recoiled! 
rightly,  there  is  no  prohibition  of  bows  in  the  ad!. 

At  the  revolution.  Sir  Ewer ,  who  was  always  prepoffeffed  in 
favor  of  the  hereditary  right,  and  particulary  for  James,  whole 
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friendfhip  he  had  often  experienced,  was  refolded  to  fupport  his 
caufe,  as  far  as  he  could,  at  all  hazards.  In  this  refolution  he  was 
confirmed  by  a  letter  he  had  from  James,  dated  29  March  1689, 
then  in  Ireland ,  folliciting  his  aid,  and  that  of  his  friends.  Upon 
receipt  of  this  letter,  he  vifited  all  the  neighboring  Chiefs,  and 
wrote  to  thofe  at  a  diftance,  communicating  to  them  the  King's 
letter,  and  calling  a  general  meeting  to  concert  what  meafures 
fhould  be  taken.  They  alfernbled  on  May  13th,  near  his  houfe, 
and  mutually  engaged  to  one  another  to  fupport  his  Majefty’s 
intereft  againft  all  invaders.  When  Vifcount  Dundee  got  a  corn- 
million  from  King  James  to  command  his  troops  in  Scotland , 
Lochiel  joined  him  with  his  clan,  notwithftanding  that  Gen.  M‘Kay 
made  him  great  offers,  both  in  money  and  titles,  to  abandon 
James’s  intereft. 

He  made  a  diftinguifhed  figure  at  the  fkirmifh  of  Killikrankie , 
under  Lord  Dundee ,  againft  Gen.  M‘Kay ,  though  then  above  the 
age  of  fixty- three.  He  was  the  moft  fanguine  man  in  the  council 
for  fighting-,  and  in  the  battle,  though  placed  in  the  centre  oppofite 
to  Gen.  McKay's  own  regiment,  yet  fpoke  he  to  his  men  one  by  one, 
and  took  their  feveral  engagements  either  to  conquer  or  die.  Juft 
as  they  began  the  fight,  he  fell  upon  this  ftratagem  to  encourage 
his  men  :  He  commanded  fuch  of  the  Camerons  as  were  polled  near 
him  to  make  a  great  fhout,  which  being  feconded  by  thofe  who 
flood  on  the  right  and  left,  run  quickly  through  the  whole  army, 
and  was  returned  by  the  enemy.  But  the  noife  of  the  mufquets  and 
cannon,  with  the  echoing  of  the  hills,  made  the  Highlanders  fancy 
that  their  fhouts  were  much  louder  and  brifker  than  that  of  the 
enemy  j  and  Lochiel  cried  out,  “  Gentlemen,  Take  courage,  the  day 
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4C  is  ours :  I  am  the  oldeft  Commander  in  the  army,  and  have  at** 
4<  ways  obferved  fomething  ominous  and  fatal  infuchadull,  hollow, 
“  and  feeble  noife  as  the  enemy  made  in  their  ffiout,  which  prognofti- 
4C  cates  that  they  are  all  doomed  to  die  by  our  hands  this  night  5 
cc  whereas  ours  was  brifk,  lively,  and  ftrong,  and  fhews  we  have 
46  vigor  and  courage.”  Thefe  words,  fpreading  quickly  through 
the  army,  animated  the  troops  in  a  ftrange  manner.  The  event 
juftified  the  predi&ion :  the  Highlanders  obtained  a  complete 
vi&ory.  The  battle  was  fought,  1689.  Lochiel  continued  for 
fome  time  with  that  army  ;  but  being  diffatisfied  with  the  conduct 
of  Cannon ,  and  fome  of  the  principal  Officers,  retired  to  Lochaber , 
leaving  his  fon  in  his  place  during  the  reft  of  the  campaign. 

When  terms  of  fubmiffion  were  offered  by  King  William  to 
the  outftanding  Chiefs,  though  many  were  glad  to  accept  of  them, 
yet  Lochiel  and  a  few  others  were  determined  to  ftand  out,  untill 
they  had  King  James’s  permiffion,  which  was  at  laft  obtained,  and 
only  a  few  days  before  King  William’s  indemnity  expired. 

There  is  nothing  elfe  memorable,  in  the  publick  way,  in  the  life 
of  Sir  Ewen  Cameron .  He  outlived  himfelf,  becoming  a  fecond 
child,  even  rocked  in  a  cradle  ;  fo  much  were  the  faculties  of  his 
mind,  and  the  members  of  his  body,  impaired.  He  died  A,  D,  17180 
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Of  the  MASSACRE  of  the 
COL  $JJHO  UNS . 


IN  the  Baronage  of  Scotland ,  by  Sir  Robert  Douglas ,  it  appears 
that  in  the  years  1594  and  1595,  the  clan  of  Macgregors ,  with 
fome  of  their  lawlefs  neighbors,  came  down  upon  the  low  country 
of  Dumb  art  onjhire ,  and  committed  vaft  outrages  and  depredations, 
elpecially  upon  the  territories  of  the  Colquhouns .  The  then  Humphry 
Colquhoun  raifed  his  vaffals  and  followers  to  oppofe  them,  and  was 
joined  by  many  of  the  Gentlemen  in  the  neighborhood.  Both 
parties  met  in  Glenfrone ,  where  a  bloody  conflidt  enfued.  They 
fought  with  great  obftinacy  till  night  parted  them,  and  many  brave 
men  were  killed  on  both  Tides,  but  the  Colquhouns  appear  to  have 
been  worfled.  The  Laird  of  Colquhoun  efcaped,  and  retired  to  a 
flrong  cable;  but  being  clofely  purfued  by  a  party  of  the  enemy, 
they  broke  into  the  cable,  and  found  him  in  a  vault,  where  they 
inftantly  put  him  to  death  with  many  circumftances  of  cruelty. 
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In  the  year  1602,  in  the  month  of  February ,  it  was  that  this 
Humphry  Colquhoun  was  (lain ;  at  which  time  the  young  Noblemen 
and  Gentlemen  who  were  at  fchool  at  Dumbarton ,  came  as  fpedators 
to  fee  the  battle  of  Glenfrone ,  but  were  not  buffered  to  approach  near 
the  danger,  but  were  fhut  up  in  a  barn  by  the  Colquhouns  for  fafety. 
The  Macgregors  prevailing,  are  faid  afterwards  to  have  barbaroufly 
put  them  all  to  death  :  upon  which,  an  Ad  of  Parliament  was 
made,  forfeiting  the  eftate,  and  extirpating  the  whole  clan  and  name 
of  the  Macgregors .  This  Ad  was  again  renewed  in  King  William's 
reign. 
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Miles. 

Downing, 

21  Chefter,  Beonna ,  Bevana ,  Ptol.  Beva ,  Anton,  Rav.Chorog, 
Beva ,  colonia  legio  cretica  vicefima  Valeria  vidfrix,  R.  C. 

18  Northwich,  Cordate,  R.  C. 

8  Knutsford, 

32  Macclesfield, 

10  Buxton, 

13  Middleton, 

11  Chefterfield, 

16  Workfop, 

12  T  uxford, 

8  Dunham  Ferry,  on  the  Trent,  Tdrivonafl.  R.  C. 

*  10  Lincoln, 
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Miles. 

io  Lincoln,  Lindum ,  Ptol.  Anton.  Rav.  Chorog.  R.  C. 

6  Waftienbrough  and  back  to  Lincoln, 

12  Spittle, 

12  Glanford  Bridge, 

12  Barton, 

Humber  River,  Abus,  Ptol.  R,  C. 

3  Hull, 

8  Burton  Conllable, 

22  Burlington  Quay, 

Its  bay,  Gabrantuicorum  portuofus Jtnus,  Ptol,  Portus  falixt 

R.  C. 

5  Flamborough  Head,  Brigantum  extrema ,  R,  C. 
io  Hunmanby, 

io  Scarborough, 

134.  Robin  Hood’s  Bay, 

6±  Whitby, 

13  Skellin  Dam, 

9  Gifborough, 

1 2  Stockton, 

Tees  River,  Tijts  fl.  R.  C.  Its  mouth,  Dunum  firms ,  Ptol. 
20  Durham, 

Were  River,  Vedra  fl.  R,  C. 

6  Cheiler-le-Street,  Epiacum ,  R.  C. 

9  Newcaftle,  Pons  Aelii ,  Notit.  Imp. 

Tyne  River,  jf.  Ptol.  Tina  fl.  R.  C. 

14  Morpeth, 

9  Felton, 

10  Alnwick, 
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io  Alnwick,  Alauna ,  Rav.  Chorog. 
i  6  Belford, 

1 6  Berwick,  Bueffis,  Ray.  Chorog. 

Tweed  River,  Alaunus ,  Ptol.  tfueda^  R.  C. 

S  C  O  T  L  A  N  D. 

1 6  Old  Cambus, 

io  Dunbar,  Ledone ,  Rav.  Chorog.  Bun  a  fmall  hill,  and 
a  point  of  any  thing. 

6  North  Berwick, 

14  Prefton  Pans, 

8  Edinburgh, 

9  South  Ferry, 

Firth  of  Forth,  Boderia ,  Ptol.  Bodotria ,  Taciti.  R.  C. 

2  North  Ferry, 

Fife  County,  Horoftii ,  R.  C.  Caledonia ,  Taciti. 

15  Kinrofs, 

20  Rumbling  Brig,  Caftle  Campbell,  and  back  to  Kinrofs, 

13  Caflle  Dupplin,  Duablijis ,  Rav%  Chorog. 

8  Perth,  Orrea^  R.  C. 

Tay  River  and  its  mouth,  Taciti.  Tava  AEft.  Ptol, 

R.  C. 

1  Scone, 
j  Lunkerty, 

13  Dunkeld, 

20  Tay  mouth. 
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15  Carrie, 


* 
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15  Carrie  on  Loch-Rannoch, 

20  Blair, 

35  Through  Glen-Tilt  to  Invercauld, 

1 8  Tulloch, 

1 5  Kincairn, 

9  Banchorie, 

18  Aberdeen, 

Dee  River,  Diva  fl .  Ptol.  R.  C. 

Ythen  River,  Ituna  fl .  R.  C. 

25  Bownefs, 

27  Craigfton  Caftle, 

9  Bam  If, 

Devron  River,  Celnius  fl .  R*  C. 

8  Cullen, 

12  Caftle  Gordon, 

Spey  River,  Celnius  fl .  Ptol.  Tueflis^  R.  C. 

8  Elgin,  Alitacenon ,  Rav.  Chorog. 

I  o  Forres, 

II  Tarnaway  Caftle,  Calder,  Fort  George, 

Firth  of  Murray,  Tu*e,  AEft.  Ptol.  Varar  Atft.  R.  C. 

12  Invernefs,  Pteroton ,  caftra  alata ,  R.  C. 
jo  Caftle  Dunie, 

18  Dingwall,  Foules, 

Firth  of  Cromartie,  Loxa  fl.  R.  C. 

Rofsftiire,  Creones ,  R.  C.  The  lame  writer  places  at  Ctoi- 
in  this  county,  /fra? finium  Imp.  Rom . 

1 5  Ballinagouan, 

6  Tain* 
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6  Tain,  Cafira  alata ,  Ptol. 

9  Dornoch.  Its  Firth,  Vara  /Eft.  Ptol.  Abonafl ,  R.  C. 

Sutherland  County,  Logi ,  R.  C. 

9  Dunrobin  Caftle, 

1 8  Hemfdale, 

Ord  of  Cathnefs,  Ripa  alt  a,  Ptol. 

Cathnefs  County,  Carnabii ,  Catting  R.  C.  Virubium  promon- 
torium ,  R,  C. 

8  Langwall, 

15  Clythe;  Clythenefs,  Verve  drum  prom.  R.  C, 

8  Thrumfter, 

3  Wick, 

Wick  River,  Ilea  fl.  Ptol. 

16  Duncan’s  or  Dungfby  Bay,  and  John  a  Groat’s  Houfe, 
Dungfby  Head,  Berubium  promontorium ,  Ptol.  Caledonia 

extrema ,  R.  C. 

Stroma  Ifie,  Ocetis  Infula ,  R.  C. 

2  Canefby,  and  back  the  fame  road  to 
137  Invernefs, 

Invernefs  County,  Caledonii ,  R.  C* 

17  General’s  Hut, 

15  Fort  Auguftus, 

Loch  Lochy,  Longus  fl.  R.  C. 

28  Fort  William,  R.  C.  places  Banatia  near  its. 

14  Kinloch-Leven, 

9  King’s  Houfe, 

19  Tyendrum, 
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12  D  alma  lie, 

1 6  Inveraray, 

22  Tarbuf, 

Loch-Lomond,  Lincalidor  Lacus ,  R.  C. 

8  Lufs, 

12  Dunbarton,  ! Hheodofia ,  R.  C. 

Firth  of  Clyde,  Glota ,  Taciti.  Clotta  Ad  ft.  R.  C. 
15  Glafgow,  Gidum ,  Rav.  Ciiorog. 

24  Hamilton,  and  back  to  Glafgow, 

13  Kylfithe, 

38  Sterling, 

8  Falkirk, 

Calendar, 

15  Hopeton  Houfe§ 

1 1  Edinburgh, 

1 8  Lenton, 

18  Bild, 

1 8  Moffat, 

1 8  Lockerby, 


E  N  G  L  A  N  '  D, 

21  Longtown  in  Cumberland, 

Netherby,  Caftra  exploratorum ,  Anton,  Aefica^  Rav, 
Chorog. 

9  CarliHe,  Lugav allium ,  Anton. 

18  Penrith,  Bereda ,  Rav,  Chorog, 


11  Shap 
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1 1  Shap  in  Weftmoreland, 

15  Kendal,  Concangium ,  Notit.  Imp, 

11  Burton,  Coccium ,  R.  C. 

11  Lancafter,  Longovicus ,  Notit,  Imp, 
Lune  River,  Alanna  ft .  R.  C. 

1 1  Garftang, 

1 1  Prefton, 
iB  Wigan, 

13  Warrington, 

21  Chefter, 

21  Downing  in  Flintfhire, 


THE  antient  names  of  places  marked  R.  C.  are  borrowed  from  the  late 
Dr.  Stukeley' s  account  of  Richard  of  Cirencejler,  with  his  antient  Map  of  Roman 
Brittain  and  the  Itinerary  thereof,  publiihed  in  1757.  The  reft  from  Mr.  Horjly* s 
Remarks  on  Ptolemy ,  Antoninp s  Itinerary ,  Notit ia  imperii ,  and  Ranjennatis  Britan- 
nice  Qhorographia » 
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THE  Articles  marked  thus  *  are  Additions  to  the  former 

Editions. 


A. 


'Abercrombies,  their  Golgotha, 

m 

Page 

141 

Aberdeen ,  New, 

121 

— ......  Old, 

*9 

125 

Advocate’s  Library  in  Edinburgh , 

*6. 

52 

# Alduid , 

£ 

229 

Alnnvick  Caflle, 

32 

Alum  Works  in  Yorkjhire > 

** 

22 

Amber, 

*5 

#  Apology  to  the  Englijh  Clergy* 

- 

154 

Appenines  of  England , 

- 

27,  28 

Argentine,  Struan’s  favorite  fountain, 

103 

Arthur’s  Oven, 

tf 

242 

#  — — —  Round  Table, 

O 

256 

Athol  Houfe,  * 

- 

104 

Augujlus ,  Fort, 

- 

199 

Atddearne , 

- 

*55 

Avofetta 9 
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Avofetta, 

Aw ,  Loch, 

B. 

Bagplpes, 

*  Balfour,  Sir  William ,  his  picture  and  chara&er, 
Bamborough  Cable,  well  regulated  charity  there, 
Bamjf, 

Bannockbourne,  battle  of, 

Bafs  Iile, 

Beggars,  few  in  Scotland , 

Belford , 

Bel-tein ,  a  fingular  fuperbition, 

Benevijh,  higher  than  Snowdon, 

Berridale, 

Berwick  on  T weed,  its  Salmon  fifhery, 

— — ~  North, 

Birch  tree,  its  great  ufe, 

Birds,  of  Lincolnjhire , 

- -  Flamborough  Head, 

-  Barn  Mauds, 

Birnam  Wood, 

Black  jneal,  a  forced  levy  fo  called, 

Blair  Ho  ufe, 

Bodotria  of  1 Tacitus , 

Bollitir,  Pafs  of, 

Botanic  Garden  at  Edinburgh, 

*Bowar  Pariih, 

Bownefs  Cable,  its  brange  fituation, 

Braan  Cable, 

Brae-mar, 

Bran ,  bne  cafcade  on  the. 


Page 

12 

216 


*95 
*53 
33>  34 
333 
237 

47 

S9 

33 

97,  186,  291 

2°7 

175,  185 

39>  4° 

49 

1 16 

1 1 

l7 

38 

80 
204 
104 

43 

1 18 

59 

345 
1 29 

i63 

109 

81 

Brotche, 
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Brotche, 

*  Buckingham,  Henry  Stafford  Duke  of,  his  fate, 
Bui  finch,  Greater, 

Bullers  of  Buchan , 

*  Burgh,  the,  in  Murray ,  a  Danijh  ftrength, 
Burlington  Quay  and  Abby, 

Burrowji  one/s, 

Buxton,  its  falubrious  waters, 

C. 

Cairns,  curious  near  Baniff, 

C alder,  or  Cawdor  Cable, 

Cambus ,  Old, 

Cameron  of  Lochiel,  amiable  character  of* 

*  — - Sir  Ewen ,  his  life, 

Campbell  Cable, 

*  Cannejbey  Parilh, 

*  Cant ,  Andrew,  his  epitaph, 

Carlijle , 

Carr  on  Iron  Works, 

*  Carmele,  the  orobus  tuberofus , 

Cathnefs, 

*  -  account  of,  by  the  Rev*  Mr,  Pope, 

Cattle,  Wild, 

Caw  dr  on  Lin ,  a  catara£l  there, 

*  Cerealia,  imitation  of  the  antient, 

Chain,  the,  what, 

Chejler ,  its  lingular  breets, 

- -  Cathedral, 

- -  Hypocaub, 

Chefterfield, 

CheJlerAe-Street, 


9* 

3 

1 1 6 


131 
152,  288 
16 
243 
5 


138,  140 

J54 

43 

203 

347 

7i 

332 

122 

25 1 
242 
292 
i74>  181 
318 

237 

70 

291 

206 

1 

ibid. 

2 

7 

30 

Churches, 
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Page 

Churches,  fi evenly  in  Scotland,  -  233 

*  Clagh-na-herey ,  conflict  at,  -  1 89 

Clan-Chattan.  or  M6IntoJhes,  -  188 

Clergy,  Scotch ,  commendable  conduct  of,  -  155 

*  Clyne  Parifh,  -  -  337 

Coal  of  Sutherland,  its  miraculous  quality,  -  172 

Coble,  a  fmall  boat,  -  36 

Cock  of  the  Wood,  -  -  198 

Cokin ,  its  romantic  fituation,  -  29 

Columnar  rocks  at  Dunbar ,  -  44 

Coldingham  Moor  and  Abby,  -  -  42 

*  Colquhouns,  Malfacre  of,  -  -  365 

Coranich,  or  howling  at  funerals,  -  -99 

Coryarich  Hill,  -  202 

Cottages,  wretched  in  the  PI ighlandsj  -  117 

Craigfion  Caftle,  -  -  132 

Crane,  now  unknown  in  England,  -  13 

*  Creich  Parifh,  -  _  340 

*  Crichton,  the  Admirable,  his  life,  -  -  295 

*  Cromar,  diftrict  in  Aberdeenjhire ,  -  -  1 1 9 

Cromartie,  Firth  of,  -  -  165 

Crows,  Royjlon ,  or  Hooded ,  -  -  85 

*  Culbleen  Hill,  -  -  119 

Cullen  Ploule  and  Town,  -  -  133 

-  fmgular  rocks  near,  -  -  138 

Culloden  Houfe  and  Moor,  -  -  158 

Cuftoms,  fmgular  ones  in  the  Highlands,  -  95 

Cuthberds,  St.  Ducks,  -  -  37 

\ 

D. 

* Dalmore,  fine  Pine  forefi:^  -  109 

Days,  long  in  Cathnefs b  -  *■  185 

C  c  c  Dalkeith , 

l  * 


378 
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Dalkeith ,  Pidlures  there. 

Dean  of  Guild ,  what, 

*  Deo?  matres , 

*  Deaf  oil ,  a  fuperfi  itious  rite, 
Delamere  Foreft, 

*  Defmondy  Coimtefs  of,  her  hiiiory, 
Dingwall  Town, 

*  Diurnefs  Parifh, 

Dogger  Bank,  great  Fifhery  near, 

# Don,  its  Bridge,  by  whom  built, 
Dornoch , 

*  —  Pari Fi, 

*  Drugon,  the  Flandrian ,  his  ftory, 
Dunbar , 


*  -  Earl  of,  his  monument  and  character, 

*  -  Battles  of, 

Dunbartojt  Cafile  and  Town, 

Dunbeth  C  a  file, 

Dungjby  Bay, 

Dunie  Cafile, 

Dunkeld 

*  D unnet  Parifh, 

Dunrobin  Cafile, 

Dunfnanej 

Dupplin ,  Pictures  there, 

Durham , 


E. 


Eagles, 

*  Edrachilis  Parifh, 
Eider  Ducks, 


Page 
63,  64 

161 

248,  249 
291 
2 

73 

364 

321 

20 

128 

168 

33S 

*5 

44 

46 

47 
228 

*75 

177 

162 
80,  81 

33i 

170 

So 

72,  73 
28 


83 

320 

36 

Edinburgh , 


INDEX. 


379 


Edinburgh ,  its  lofty  fituation, 

-  inconveniences,  * 

-  Refervoir, 

-  Univerfity,  - 

Elf-fhots,  what, 

Elg  in,  a  good  town, 

- its  Cathedral, 

*  - hiftory  of,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Shaw, 

Erfe  language,  where  fpoken, 

F. 

Fairies,  belief  in, 

Falcons, 

Falkirk,  great  Cattle  fairs  there, 

- Battles  of, 

*  Far  Parifh, 

F am  Iflands-  - 

Fajkally,  its  beauties. 

Falling  Woman,  extraordinary  cafe  of. 

Fen,  Eail,  its  filh  and  birds. 

Fiery  crols,  what, 

Finchal  Monaftery, 

Fine,  Loch,  its  Herring  fifhery, 

*  Finlater,  Caftle  of,  « 

Flamborough  Head,  its  birds, 

Flixton, 

Fochabers , 

Forfeited  eEates,  how  applied, 

Forres,  great  column  near, 

Fofs-dyke, 

Foulis,  Me/Trs.  their  Academy, 

Fraoch-Helan,  the  He/perides  of  the  Highlands, 

C  C  c  2 


.Page 

49 

50 

51 
56 

101 

146 

ibid. 

269 

227 


IOI 

H3 

239 

240 
325 

36 

103 

16- 

10,  11,  12 
192 
30 

219,  220 

137 
16,  17 
18 

H4 

162 

149 

7 

232 

217 

Freeburgb 
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Freeburgh  Hill,  a  large  'Tumulus ,  -  26 

Frejwick  Cattle,  horrid  fituation  of,  -  177 

Funeral  cuftoms,  -  -99 

Fur-vie ,  overwhelmed  with  fand,  -  129 

Fyers,  Fall  of,  -  -  199 


G. 


Gannet,  -  -  48,  180 

Gar Jiang,  -  -  262 

Geefe,  how  often  plucked,  -  -  9 

Geneological  Picture,  curious  at  Taymouth ,  ‘  ~  87 

George ,  Fort,  Old,  -  '  160 

- - -  New,  -  -  158 

Gijborough ,  -  -  -  23 

Glafgo^w ,  its  magnificence,  -  -  230 

Glen-Go,  -  -  -  210 

*  _ -  defcribed,  -  ~  ibid . 

#  Glen-Muik ,  fine  cataradt,  -  -  1 1 9 

Glen-Roy,  firange  roads  there,  -  -  .  208 

Glen-Tilt ,  a  dangerous  Pafs,  -  108 

Glen-Urquhie,  -  -  -  '  215 

Godric,  St.  his  auilerities,  -  -  30 

# Parilh,  -  -  -  338 

Gordon  Cattle,  -  -  142 

Gonvrie’s  Confpiracy,  -  -  77 

Graham ,  John  de,  his  epitaph,  -  -  240 

Graham’s  Dyke,  -  -  243 

Grampian  Hills,  -  -  224 

Granite  Quarries  at  North  Ferry ,  -  67 

- - _______  Aberdeen,  -  -  125 

Gre-hound,  the  Highland,  -  -  143 

Groat’s 
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Groat's,  John  a,  houfe. 

Gull,  Ardlic, 

H. 

* 

*  Halkirk  Parifh,  x 
Halydon  Hill,  Battle  of, 

Hamilton,  Pictures  there. 

Hares,  White, 

Heronry,  a  great, 

Herring  fiihery, 

Herriot’s  Hofpital, 

High- bridge, 

Highlands,  awefull  entrances  into, 

Highlanders,  drefs  of  the  men, 

. .  women, 

. -  arms, 

. - .  character  of, 

-  fports  and  amufements  of, 

Hilda,  St. 

Holy-Rood  Houfe,  Pictures  there, 

Hopeton  Houfe, 

Hornfea, 

Huntings,  magnificent  in  old  times, 

I. 


Page 

l77 

66 


343 

4i 

234 

84 

13 

220 

5  6 
204 

226 

190 

*93 

191 

*93 

194 

25 
53 
2  44 
J5 

106,  no 


*  James  III.  where  killed,  -  -  238 

Jamefon,  the  Painter,  -  -  -  87 

-  fine  Pidlure  of  his  at  Id  ay  mouth,  -  -  ihid. 

— - other  Pidlures  of  his,  -  -  133,  134 

Jet,  where  found,  -  24 

*  Jew’s  Harp,  found  in  an  urn,  -  -  195 

#  Innes 


3S1 


v 
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*  Junes  Family,  tragical  relation  of, 

*  - - - - - - - - another, 

Inoculation,  praCtifed  as  far  as  Shetland , 
Inveraray  Town  and  Caftle, 

Inver  cauld,  its  magnificent  fituation, 
Inverlochy  Caftle, 

Invernefs , 

-  Fair, 

joug,  what. 

Itinerary,  * 

K. 

Kendal ,  great  Woollen  Manufacture  there, 

*  -  Caftle, 

Kilchurn  Caftle, 

* Kildonnan  Parith, 

Killicrankie ,  Pafs  of, 

*  Kingujie  Priory, 

Kinloch-Leven^ 

Kinlofs  Abby, 

Kinmore  Church,  decent  congregation  there, 
Kinrofs , 

Kittiwake,  a  fort  of  Gull, 

Kyljlthe  battle. 


L9 


Labor,  its  price  in  §cotla?id, 

Lakes,  review  of, 

Lancafter , 

*  Larg  Parifh, 

Late  wake,  a  ftrange  funeral  cuftom. 
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311 

184 

218 
113,  &c. 
206 
160 
189 

*55 

367 


259 

260 

2l6 

341 
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286 
209,  21 1 
148,  284 
88 
67 
130 

237 


222 

260 

341 

99 

*  Lathrone 
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*  Lathrone  Pariih, 

Lavellan,  the  Water  Shrew-Moufe, 

*  Legh,  Perkin  a,  his  epitaph, 

Leith, 

*  Lefey,  General,  his  character, 
Lincoln ,  its  beautifull  Cathedral, 
Livings,  Scotch ,  value  of, 

Lochaber , 

Lochiel,  his  feat. 

Loch -Leuven, 

■ - its  Fifh  and  Birds, 

*  -  fiege  of  its  Caltle, 

Loch-Lomond ,  its  charms. 

Lone  arty ,  Battle  of, 

*  Longevity,  great  inftances  of, 

LoJJie  River, 

*  Loth  Pariih, 

Lothian ,  Eaft,  its  fertility. 


M. 


Macclesfield , 

Mac -Gregors,  a  murderous  clan, 
Mackrel-Sture,  * 

Mac-Nabbs,  an  antient  family  of  Smiths, 
Marble,  White, 

Marriage  Cuftoms,  lingular, 

*  May  borough,  a  curious  antiquity, 
Michaelmas  Moon,  what, 

Moffat , 

Moncrief  \  Hill  of,  its  fine  view, 

Monro,  Sir  Robert,  his  epitaph, 

Morpeth , 
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60 

132 

8 

*57 
204,  208 

203 

68 

70 

69 

223 

79 

225 

148 

335 
43 
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223 

221 

216 

*73 

386 

257 
*5  4 
243 

74 

241 

33 

#  Morruern , 
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* Morvern,  high  hill  in  Aberdeenfhire , 
Mountain,  the  Black, 

Moy-hall , 

Mummies,  Natural, 

*  Murray,  County  of,  its  hiftory, 

■ - —  Earl  of,  the  bonny, 

*  - —  Bifhoprick  of, 

N. 

Nairn , 

*  Nehalennia,  the  Goddefs, 

Nefs,  Loch, 

- -  Agitations  of,  in  xy 55, 

*  Nether  by ,  Antiquities  there, 

Nezvbottle,  Pictures  there, 

NezvcajHe  on  Tyne, 

- its  Salmon  fiihery, 

NiniaN s,  St.  Church  blown  up, 

Northzvich , v 

O.  ' 


Ochil  Hills, 

Officers,  Half-pay,  their  laudable  purfuits  in  North  Britain , 

*  Olrig  Pari  Hi, 

Ord  of  Gathnefs ,  a  high  promontory, 

Orkney  Lies,  -  -  . 

Ouzels,  Ring, 

% 

P. 

#  Pananich  Spaw,  -  * 
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120 

212 

188 

178 

269 

*53 

284 


*54 

2  49 
196,  200 

200 

247 

61 

31 

252 

238 
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166 

33* 

*74 

173 

85 
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*  Pardon 
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*  Pardon  for  fins,  its  price, 

- 

4 

Pearls, 

ib 

- 

76 

Penrith ,  the  Pillars  at^ 

- 

- 

253 

* .  Caftle, 

- 

a* 

255 

Perth ,  a  line  town. 

- 

- 

75 

- 

a*> 

76 

Phinocs,  a  fpecies  of  Trout, 

- 

- 

209 

Piftijh  Caftles, 

- 

- 

171 

*  — —  Ploufes, 

«fc  as 

- 

3l8 

*  Pines,  Obfervations  on  their  Growth, 

- 

265 

Pine  Forefts. 

* 

IO9,  II5, 

213 

Pines,  vaft  plantations  of. 

Urn 

- 

166 

*  Plague  at  Penrith , 

- 

Prefto?!  Pans ,  battle  of, 

- 

— 

49 

*  P  lu fear  den  Abby, 

- 

- 

285 

Proverbs,  Erfe, 

- 

- 

216 

Provilions,  prices  of,  at  Edinburgh , 

- 

- 

68 

mm 

- 

125 
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Stuart ,  Mary ,  Pictures  of. 
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